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GRACE HELDS 





British and FBI Suspect Star 


. 


CHURCHILL CABLE 





Arrival in America of a European film star of mixed nationality re- 
cently is being viewed with a great deal of suspicion by British agents 
It is understood that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 


here. 
alsowbeen informed. 


Although claiming to be friendly to the British cause, star’s actions 
are suspected by English officials because of long residence in Ger- 
many and widely-known and. close friendships with high Nazis. They 
are also suspicious of the quantity of money and jewelry and the 


TO GOMEDIENNE 


England Wants Entertainer 
for Month Before Her 


“DRAFTED? 
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‘Slap Happy Hollywood Divorces 
And Marriages Targets of Pulpit 





No Defense Coin Hypo 
For B’way Seen Until Fall 


Always the last to feel unusual| 


Detroit, June 24. 
For some reason, current divorces 
among folks in show business and 
recent marriages reported by the 


ability, even after the fall of France, to flit about Europe with vir- 
tually no delays. Ease with which the star got out of France to Lis- 
bon to grab a clipper also kas the English wondering. 





Next U. S. Tour — Mean- sadaieiah de. | Press as being on the ‘slap-happy’ 


, <t " hypoing, such as the |side are bringing up a storm of pro- 
time British War Relief | tense program, New York nitery | test here with threats of a picture 
Gives Showmanship Build- 


operators figure that by September] boycott. 
up to Winifred Ashford 








Both church groups and the gen- 


the Big Town should really start “4 
|eral public, as reflected in those in- 


benefit from the economic splurge, 
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Berlin's Show Biz Blackout Detailed By 
U.S. Actor, Barbette; Rome NSG Also 


* 


Barbette, American vaudevillian, 
leaving Berlin a couple months ago, 
asked Edouard Duisberg, managing 
director of the Scala, Germany’s top 
variety house: ‘What do you most 
want me to send you when I get back 
to America?’ 

‘Fred Astaire and Eleanor Powell,’ 
Duisberg replied. 

‘That’s typical of the more intel- 
ligent of present-day Germans,’ 


Barbette, long a standard turn in} 
America and Europe with his | 
trapeze work in femme garb, told | 


Variety on his arrival in New York | '§ 


last week from 15 months in Berlin 
and Rome. 
in Italy, Barbette’s activity in Ger- 
many was as production assistant to 
Duisberg for five months. 
Long accustomed to 


man of the Scala is discouraged to 


the point of giving up at the Nazi | 
government’s demand he use Axis 
talent exclusively. Thus his desire 


for the Astaire-Powell combination. 
Duisberg’s disdain for the German 
performers—their work is that bad, 
according to Barbette—extends 


(Continued on page 47) 





Grace Moore’s Tosca’ 
Precedes U.S. Army Plane 


Trip to Rio de Janeiro 


Cincinnati, June 24. 

Grace Moore’s first 
anywhere in the title role of ‘Tosca’ 
has been set for Cincinnati for July 
29, Immediately thereafter the 
singer will be rushed to an Ameri- 
can bomber and flown by U. S. air- 
men to Rio de Janeiro where she will 
appear as Fiora in ‘L’Amore Dei Tre 
Rei.” Her appearance there will off- 
set the loss of Lawrence Tibbett, and 


the use of the U. S. plane will serve | form this fall the id@éas he has had 
as gesture of Pan-American good|for a big symphony-to-swing band. 


will. 


The singer has abandoned for the|country with a 50-piece orchestra, | time between July 15 and July 31. 
moment her plans of appearing in/ Playing straight concerts in various 


‘Butterfly,’ which she has not done 
Outside of films, and is working on 


: Fevrier’s ‘Monna Vanna,’ which has 


not been done since Mary Garden 
and Lucien Muratore sang it with 


the Chicago Opera Co. in the early 
1920's, 


to | 
the point where he won’t even speak | 
| 


appearance | 


Although he performed | 


playing a¥| 
preponderance of foreign acts, head | 


| casting System commercial programs Si 


and Pat Macleod, Volun- 
teer Women Drivers 


London Air Raids 


NAZI PLANE SHOW 


in 





‘Too Autobiographical’, 
Nazis Nix Guitry Play 


Vichy, June 24. 
Sacha Guitry’s repeated protesta- 


Importance of the human side of 
the war effort is underscored by the 
cable Winston Churchill has sent 
Gracie Fields, England’s most popu- 
tions that he had no Jewish blood, | !ar comedienne, ‘drafting’ her to re- 
made for the benefit of Nazi officials | turn to England for a month or more 
in Paris, have formed the subject of | before she begins another tour of 
a play that the author-actor-pro- the United States on Aug. 28 for the 
ducer has written. It’s about a |4Merican-supported British War Re- 
Catholic accused of being a Jew. lief Society. She clippers from La 








The Nazis have nixed the pre- Guardia Airport July 3, meantime 
sentation because they say the play |C@ncelling an interim tour for the 
; Navy League of Canada. She has 


‘too autobiographical.’ 1a 
already raised $150,000 for the Briti- 
ish War Relief and $168,000 for the 
Navy League on previous tours. 
Meantime the British War Relief 
is developing showmanship methods 
in appealing to the public. Latest 
undertaking is a tour of the U. S. A. 
by Winifred Ashford and Mrs. Pat 
Macleod who have been driving am- 
bulances and mobile kitchens 
throughout all of the great air raids 
on London. 
ithe Mechanized 





| 
AFRA’s Strike 
Call Against All 


MBS Commercials 


Transport Corps 
which is uniformed, volunteer, un- 
paid and non-government. They 
came here some weeks ago at their 
A strike against all Mutual Broad- (Continued on page 47) 








Two women belong to | 


and hence are looking forward to 
big doin’s. 

It’s no secret that escapology is the 
current mood of the country and the 
pubs and taverns are doing their best 
business of late from a pretty steady 
drinking public. 


Camp Bookings 
Okay; Besides, 





—— 





Looked on originally a: 


streamlined variation of the every- 
| day, garden variety benefit chiz, 
mobile shows currently traveling | 


through Army camps on _ motor 
performers. While those in _ the 
higher pay brackets are not getting 
what they ordinarily would in thea- 
|tres or niteries, they’re finding the 


tours not financially unprofitable. 


|and Navy, Inc., sponsors of the free 
' 
} 
| 


that, with the highest weekly figure 
| currently $225. That provides pocket 





that are fed to station WKRC, Cin- [money during a layoff, even for a| 
cinnati, has been called for July 7| Chiff Fy h R f d $600-a-week performe! without 
by the American Federation of Radio | I ISC er e use bringing do pay scale a 
Artists. This is in extension of the | . . would were he to accept a cut-rate 
local strike in Cincy which was} Lloyds Policy Insuring | theatre date 
called last Friday (20). ie, There’s been very little quibbling 
It is the first time a strike has been | S.A. Sailing Schedule by actors over wages. Most of them 
called against a network and raises a | | one motivated at least partially by 
number of unprecedented and com-| eee | patriotisan and want to accept the 
| plex legal questions. When Lloyds of London refused | dates or wouldn’t volunteer. So 
Details on Page 27. to gamble 4-1 with Clifford C.| they’re usually willing to take what- 


| 








Fischer on his proposed sailing for 
South America, the American show- 
man decided that he better not dare 
the fates too much and, accordingly, 
he’s not taking his revue to the 
Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, and to 
the Mar del Plata, Argentine resort, 
this fali and winter. Fischer offered 
to pay as high as $5,000 premium on 
a $20,000 policy, which only called 
for insurance that he’d have a boat 
Beginning Oct. 1 he will tour the | Sailing from New York for Rio some 





Artie Shaw’s 50-Piece 
Symph-to-Swing Orch 





Artie Shaw will put into working 





But in view of the S.S. Robin Moor 
armories and auditoriums in keyj disaster, Lloyds wrote back that 
cities. Tour is currently being set| marine insurance of this nature, 
up, but outside of a few tentative | even on a 25% premium basis for a 
commitments no contracts have been | fortnight’s period, was too hazard- 


ever fee is offered, parti@ularly the 
better-known performers, 


However, Still Need Big Names 


Vinton Freedley, chairman of the 
entertainment division of the CC, is | 
still having trouble obtaining big | 
riaames who can qualify as celebs to 
go out with the units. They are not | 
paid beyond their expenses. Most of | 
the shows are therefore devoid of a 
staf. Allan Jones has completed his 
two-week stint and returned to Para- 

(Continued on page 47) | 





U. S. Buys Spitz’ Yacht for $i 


Chicago, June 24. 
| 





signed. It is to last three months. ous. Fischer didn’t need a road map 
The large orchestra will combine} thereafter to conclude that Lloyds | 


(Continued on page 34) (Continued on page 34) 


ee | 


Leo Spitz has sold his yacht, The | 
Caroline, understood worth $200,000, | 
to the U. S. Navy for $1 


Its Patriotic 


merely a | 
trucks are proving far from that for | 


; Son 


Citizens Committee for the Army | 


‘Baldwin 


traveling units, have set up a $100 
minimum wage for performers. Most | 


of them are getting a bit more than 


|dicative letters to the newspapers, 
| are wrathy, insistent that the Hays 
| Office has lost its grip, that ‘this is 
| no time in the nation’s history to be- 
come unmoral’ and that again ‘it is 
time the public took up the cudgel 
of the boycott.’ 

Particularly singled out for attack 
was the Barbara Bennett (Mrs. Mor- 
ton Downey) divorce and remar- 
riage (to Addison Randall) and the 
Marion Talley custody hearing, car- 
ried at length by the press here. In 
the former case women seemed to 
be the most ardent crusaders, touched 
off by the ‘five children’ angle and 
the remarriage shortly after the di- 
| vorce, 

The flareup took on additional 
fury with the announcement of the 
Judy Canova marriage, heat being 
engendered from her purported re- 
mark, ‘I must have been hit on the 
| head by a soft moon.’ 
| Contention is that the present re- 
garding of marriage lightly is dan- 
gerous coming at a time when the 
| country is headed into the ‘laxness’ 
of wartime, Preachers have been 
using these matters in their sermons 





and proponents of the boycott are 
urging the fans to stay away from 
pictures ‘in which any divorced per- 


is featured.’ 


Ditches M-G 
Pact; .Clam- Digging 
Preferred to Scripting 


Hollywood, June 24 
Digging clams and setting out lob- 
pots is more fun than writing 
screenplays, even at a flock of money 


ster 


per year, according to Earl Baldwin, 
who has called off his seven-year 
scripting contract with Metro and 
gone back to Maine. 


Baldwin moved over to the Culver 
City lot last. March after nine years 
of writing for Warners. His latest 
script was ‘New York Heartbeat.’ 


Billy Conn’s Rep. Pic 


Billy Conn, who came within a 
punch of winning the world’s heavy- 
weight title from Joe Louis a week 
ago, has been inked by Republic to 
appear in ‘Kid Tinsel,’ a Collier’s 
story by Octavus Roy Cohen. Fight- 
ing Irishman from Pittsburgh is 








| guaranteed two weeks’ work at be- 


tween $15,000-$20,000. 
Conn is slated to signature the 
pact in New York today (Wednes- 


day) and leaves for the Coast in a 


| week to 10 days 
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Masquers ‘Pan Roa 
Backtires; s; Wrong 


st’ for Jack Benny 
Guys Get Scorched 





———. 


By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, June 24. 

The Masquers cooked up a ‘pan 
roast’ for Jack Benny last Wednes- 
day night (18) at the clubrooms but 
found one victim who could give 
more than he received. After being 
belabored verbally by some of the 
town’s sharpest wits, Waukegan’s 
first citizen poured it on his ‘traduc- 
ers’ until they winced under the as- 
sault. Having the last word, a priv- 
ilege accorded the fall guy, Benny 
took care of the barb throwers col- 
lectively and then let the Masquers 
have it with, ‘They'll give a dinner 
to any jerk who'll accept it.’ 

Willie Collier was the chief tor- 
mentor and. after giving Benny a 
long intro in Yiddish tarred him 
with some choice verbiage. The af- 
fair was strictly stag so Collier’s 
prize cracks will have to be passed 
along the lip line. After having had 
his inning, the roastmaster called on 
Joseph Cawthorne, Fred Niblo, Pat 
O’Brien, Charles Coburn, Mervyn 
LeRoy, Jack Warner, Don Gilman 
and Y. Frank Freeman to keep the 
roast sizzling. LeRoy played it 
straight, explaining that Benny was 
a personal friend but the others 
weren't so charitable possibly except- 
ing Freeman, whose southern chiv- 
alry wouldn’t permit the profaning 
of such a decided b.o. asset for his 
Paramount studio. However, he cut 
loose at one point to say that he 
arrived in Hollywood young and in- 
nocent but fell into the hands of 
Benny and Arthur Lyons and ‘was 





" | 
my education fast! | archduke, Maximilian. 


Jack Warner fumbled with a piece 
of paper and cracked, ‘It says here 
Warner Bros., Inc., I don’t see what 
that Inc. is doing here, my brothers 
and I own all the stock.” Turning 
to Benny he flipped, ‘Even if the 
picture you make for us is bad don’t 
let that worry you. Our shorts take 
care of our business.’ Replying to 
Warner’s speech, Benny jibed, ‘If 
that guy writes my material [ll go 
right through Warners to Republic.’ 


Cawthorne recalled the early days 


—¥+ 


Why Not Yes-Manor? 





Hollywood, June 24. 
Don Beddoe, film and radio 
actor, has bought an avocado 
ranch in San Fernando valley. 
He's named it Beddoe’s 
Meadows, or Escrow’s Nest. 








Diaz Kin Resurrects 


Suit vs. Warners On 
‘Distortions’ in Film 


Mexico City, June 24. 

Though it seemed that the case 
was closed a couple of years ago, 
Porfirio Diaz, prominent Mexican 
civil engineer, is still after Warners 
in local courts for what he con- 
siders to be slights against his late 
father, Gen. Porfirio Diaz, dictator of 
Mexico for 30 years, and distortion 
of Mexican history in the Warner 
picture, ‘Juarez.’ 


Diaz has asked the seventh penal 
court here to summon Joseph G. 
Mullen, local Warner manager, for 
questioning regarding Diaz’ charges 
that the picture not only ridiculed 
President Diaz but takes great liber- 
ties with historical fact and spoofs 
Benito Juarez, the Indian who suc- 
ceeded Diaz and as president of 
Mexico smashed the puppet empire 
of Napoleon III, set up in this coun- 
try under the unfortunate Austrian 


The court is expected to render 
a ruling in July. 


DEBS’ PARTY COIN NOW 
GOES TO BRITISH AID 


Philadelphia, June 24. 


Local society syncopators and the 
social party promoters none too 











of trouping when a hotel pest spoiled 
all the fun. At his elbow were Joe | 
Weber and Lew Fields, who chuckled 
knowingly. Coburn said he searched | 
all through Shakespeare to find a 
word to fit Benny and came up with | 
(deleted). Most of the others harped 
on Benny’s Scotch traits, lapsing into 
indelicate implications. 

The gang got more than it bar- 
gained for when the jest of honor 
got up on his feet. They withered 
under the ‘blast’ but rolled with the 
punches ... in the aisles. Getting 
off with a polite thanks he was given 


a deafening ovation by the 400 who | 


paid five bucks for the feed and a 
royal evening of smokehouse re- 
partee. 


Burns and Allen Plus 
Paul Whiteman Music 





About Set for Swan Soap, 





In anticipation of its going net- 
work with Burns and Allen plus 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra Swan 
Soap (Lever Bros.) last week issued 
cancellations for the spot announce- 
ment campaigns that it has been 
running this spring and summer. 
Where there weren’t outright can- 
cellations the schedules were ap- 
preciably reduced. 


The cancellations take effect June | 


happy of the precedent being set 
joe the debbies by Nancy Marie 
Shaw, 18-year-old coming-out daugh- 
| ter of the Shaws inhabiting the Glad- 
acres manse. Because she feels so 
| Strongly about the plight of the Brit- 
ish, she won over her parents to the 
idea of cancelling plans for her 
| debut party, announced for Sept. 7, 
and donating the ‘money a big party 
would cost’ to a refugee agency. 

| To augment her gift, she is ‘doing 
poneee knitting.’ 











‘Kennedy, Conklin, Keaton 


In Tour of Strawhats 
Hollywood, June 24, 


Edgar Kennedy deserts his comic 
series at RKO for the summer 
months and is driving east with 


Chester Conklin for a tour of eastern 
strawhats and midwest state fairs. 


Tour starts when Kennedy winds 
up his work in ‘A Safe and Sane 
| Fourth of July,’ rolling this week. 
| His film shorts will be resumed in 
October. 


Buster Keaton begins strawhat ap- 
| pearances in the east, opening July 
| 8, at Brighton Beach in ‘The Gorilla.’ 

Other dates lined up so far are 
| Cedarhurst, L. IL, July 15; Marble- 
head, Mass., July 28, and White 
Plains, Aug. 11. 











27 and the agency on the Swan ac- | 


count is Young & Rubicam. 





Hepburn-Tracy Paired 





Hollywood, June 24. 

Metro is co-starring Katharine 
Hepburn and Spencer Tracy in 
‘Woman of the Years.’ 

Ring Lardner, Jr., and Michael 
Kanin are writing her first picture | 
for the actress since ‘Philadelphia 
Story.’ 





Gagging the Femme Spies | 


Hollywood, June 24. | 

Femme lead in ‘The Lady Has 
Plans,’ a spy comedy at Paramount, 
goes to Paulette Goddard instead of 
Madeleine Carroll, einameed named 
for the role. 

Reason for the shift is that Miss 
Carroll is slated to co-star with Bob 
Hope in ‘Snowball In Hell,’ another 
spy comedy. 


N. Y. to L.A. 
Neil F. Agnew. 
Ralph B. Austrian. 
Gertrude Bayne, 
Marc Blitzstein. - 
Eddie Cantor. 
Frank Crayen. 
Harry M. Goetz. 
Radie Harris. 
Olivia de Haviland. 
Alfred de Liagre, Jr. 
Dixie Dunbar. 
Herbert and Dorothy Fields. 
Robert M. Gillham. 
Dennis King. 
Alexander Korda. 
Fritz Lang. 
Joe Maharam. 
Mary Mason. 
Jimmy McHugh. 
Jo Mielziner, 
Leo Morrison. 
Buddy Robbins. 
Gene Snyder. 
Kenneth Thomson. 
Bill Watters. 





Vera Zorina. 


RHUMBA RHAPSODY 


Xavier Cugat’s One-Two-Three- 
Kick Soiree for Litigants 








Xavier Cugat put the real happy 
ending touch Thursday (19) night 
to the settlement of the suit he 
brought against author and publish- 
er of the novel, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat,’ 
to which Paramount owns picture 
rights. Orch leader had all the 
principals, attorneys and their wives 
and husbands to the Waldorf-As- 
toria, New York, where he is play- 
ing, for a ‘settlement-signing’ party. 
An excellent caricaturist, he also en- 
tered an agreement with Isabel 
Scott Rorick, author of ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Cugat,’ to illustrate her next 
book, which she is now completing. 


Total settlement amounted to al- 
most $4,000, half of wkich was paid 
by Paramount and half by Hough- 
ton-Mifflin, the publishers. Part of 
the coin went to Xavier and part to 
his brother, Francis, whose last 
name, of course, is also Cugat and 
who therefore feels he was also 
wronged by having his moniker on 
a novel of married life. Par ar- 
ranged the settlement and put up a 
share of the coin to speed up nego- 
tiations and insure its title to the 
picture. 

Those at tke Waldorf party, at 
which Cugat was handed a certified 
check, were Mrs. Rorick and her 
husband; Henry Loughlin, repping 
the publisher, and his wife; A. O. 
Dawson, Houghton-Mifflin attorney, 
and his wife; Milton Mermelstein, 
Cugat’s lawyer, and Xavier and 
Mrs. Cugat. 


Warners Hungers 
For ‘Dinner’ Tops; 
Plenty of Testing 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Along about lunch time every day, 
somebody is taking a screen test for 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Generally somebody who has no par- 
ticular craving for food. Practically 
every well-fed actor in Hollywood 
has been nominated as a prospective 
dinner guest on the Warner lot while 
the town is full of hungry players 
whose mouths water whenever they 
read the title. 

Opinion around Hollywood and 
Vine is divided on the dinner tests. 
Some of the boys consider it an 
artistic endeavor to find the proper 
actor for the role and some look 
upon it as a masculine version of the 
search for Scarlett O’Hara, which ate 
up huge banquets of newspaper 
space, 

To date, the testees for the fat role 
have been established picture names, 
with two notable exceptions. Monty 
Woolley and Alexander Woollicott, 
who have had the stage roles, have 
not been invited to Burbank to park 
their hoofs under the banquet board. 


M.P. RELIEF FUND 
PREVIEWS NEW HOME 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Preview of plans and scale models 
of the San Fernando Valley home 
for old and indigent film players was 
held at the annual election meeting 
of the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 
presided over by Jean Hersholt, 
chairman of the fund committee. 
Home will be at the disposal of all 
veterans of motion picture crafts, for 
rest and recreation. 

Reports were turned in by Mary 
McCall, Jr., chairman of the relief 
executive committee; George Bag- 
nall, head of the finance committee; 
Hilda Vaughn, of the case committee: 
Dr. Francis E. Browns, of the medi- 
cal staff, and Wilma Bashor, execu- 
tive secretary. 











L.A. to N. Y. 


Evelyn Ankers. 
Earl Baldwin. 
Joan Bennett. 
David Butler. 
Bernard Gorcey. 
Billy Grady. 
Morris Helprin. 
Pat Hertzog. 

Vic Hunter. 

Earl Miller. 
Robert Montgomery. 
Elliott Paul. 
Charles H. Rose. 
Buddy Rogers. 
Sol A. Rosenblatt. 
Robert Rosson. 
James Saphier. 
Art Schmidt. 





Dick Schneiderman. 
Spencer Tracy. 
Tom Walker. 





| McGee Girls (Brazil). 
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Finally closed at the Paramount after two very enjoyable weeks. I 
would have stayed two more but my mother got hoarse. (That's no laugh- 
ing matter.) 

Had them in the aisles all week—running towards the exits. 

Bob Weitman is a nice guy. He wants me to play the Paramount again, 
But it’s a switch (I'll have to pay them). 

The ushers were swell. When I left last night they presented me with 
a nice letter telling me how much they enjoyed working with Red Skelton. 

The stagehands sure have a strong union, Last night I dropped a $5 bill 
and they wouldn't let me pick it up until they called in their union 
delegate. 

Breadway Dept. 

Understand that Broadway Rose went to Jones Beach over the weekend 
and everytime she went near the ocean the tide went out—and stayed 
out. 

Henny Youngman met a girl selling magazines in the lobby of the Astor 
hotel, so he took a few Libertys. (From the picture ‘He Who Gets 
Slapped.’) 

Saw two strip-tease queens walking down Broadway and one said to 
the other: ‘My God! Your slip’s showing!’ 

Leo Lindy knows a character who has been brushed off so many times 
they've named a whiskbroom after him. 

Broadway Sam can’t bear to see ladies standing in the subway—so he 
closes his eyes. 

The reason ‘Mickey’ Hamilton, a very beautiful girl, married rotund 
Romo Vincent: She wanted to live off the fat of the land. 

Things are so bad on 46th street they're selling blackouts by the pound 
(on bonded paper yet). 

Hellywoodiana 

Somebody gave Marie Wilson a crazy quilt for her birthday, so she took 
it to a psychiatrist. 

Robert Taylor knows a ritzy actor who was drafted into the army and 
brought his own chef with him because he didn’t like the food. 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back the tandem bicycle? 

Played Gin Rummy with Benny Davis last night—beat him for one ot 
his old medleys. 

Heard a band the other day that sounded like 12 policemen I know. 
They were never on beat. 

Radice Department 

Just bought myself two radios—one for commercials and the other to 
listen to entertainment. 

Nedick’s orange juice stands are going on the air with a new program 
called ‘Information Squeeze.’ 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Bette Davis: My Country Tears of Thee . . . Abe Lyman: Tall, Dark and 
Band-some . . . Cary Grant: Wool-worth the money . . . Richard Himber: 
Citizen Pain . Rags Ragland: From Burlesque to picturesque .. , 
Greta Garbo: Tight Shoes .. Vic Mature: ‘A Romantic Guy, I!’ 

Observation Department 

Joe Louis made ring history. Likewise Peggy Joyce. 

Just found out a new way to start friction. Rub two glamour girls 
together. 

Eavesdropped at Westchester Bath Club: “‘There’s a wedding ring in 
everyone of her kisses.’ 

Eavesdropped at El Morocco: ‘Three minutes of his dialog is equivalent 
to two sleeping tablets.’ 

My uncle (the one with the Palmer Penmanship Award) just had his 
hand insured against writing bad checks. 

Whatever Became of: 
The Runaway Four 
Van & Vernon 
Cardiff & Wales 
Afterpiece 

It’s a funny world. Three strikes and you're out in baseball. 

and you’re out in a plane factory. 


Ilona Massey Drops Rio 
Date to Sooth Uncle Sam 


Tlona Massey, who just returned 
from Mexico to reenter the U. S. | 
under ker proper Hungarian quota | 
for purposes of American citizen- 


Wm. Seabury & Co. 
Enrico & Rastelli 
Alexander & Elmore 


One strike 





DRAMATIST KAISER 
OKAYED ON U.S. VISA 


Dramatist Georg Kaiser, who left 
Germany voluntarily many years ago 
and is now living in Switzerland, 
wants to come to the U. S. and aid 








ship, has decided not to risk immi- | has been enlisted from Maxwell An- 
gration complications by sailing for | derson, Albert Einstein, Christa Ab- 
Rio de Janeiro engagements, thus | bel-Gordon, Paul Gordon, Theresa 


Helburn, Elmer Rice, Robert E. Sher- 
wood, John Wharton and Kurt Weill. 


failing to make her scheduled de- 
parture last Friday (20) on the S. S. 


Brazil. She was to have opened in| The Department of State has granted 
July, at the Urca Casino, Rio de | Kaiser a visa and he hopes to come 
Janeiro, where the Continental | here shortly. 

songstress, now starring in Holly-| Kaiser and his sponsors hope that 


wood pix, is known through her discs 


he will be able to be present at the 
and European films. 


> rehearsals of his newest play “The 
When she married Alan Curtis,| Soldier Takaka, which is to be 
film actor, Miss Massey canceled out | adapted by John Colton and pre- 


some weeks ago, but subsequently 


Oshrin on Broad- 
agreed to go through with ker com- 


addition, his 


sented by Harry 
way in October. In 





mitment to Hal Sands, the agent, | play, ‘The Three Popovitches,’ is to 
until the immigration problem arose. | be the opening play at Maurice 
Schwartz’s Yiddish Art Theatre in 


m.. we 

Meantime Kurt Weill is doing the 
score to a Kaiser libretto in New 
York for U. S. production. 


No Ties for Roz 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Rosalind Russell is stepping out on 
her own, preferring freelance com- 





mitments to another contract with 
Metro. 4 
Actress, currently vacationing in Irene Bordoni Placed 


New England, turned down studio 
negotiations for a renewal of her 
five-year pact, which expires in Au- 
gust. 


Par’s Eddie Bracken 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Eddie Bracken has been signed to 
an exclusive contract by Paramount. 
He has three rictures coming up. 


SAILINGS 


July 2 (Rio de Janeiro to New 
York) Paul Draper, Heidi Vosseler 
(Mrs. Draper) (Argentina), 

June 27 (New York to Panama) 


Hollywood, June 24. 


Irene Bordoni takes over the role 
of Mme. Bordelaise in ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ starting July 7 on the 
Paramount lot. She created the part 
in the Broadway musical. 

Bob Hope, Zorina and others are 
also in the pieture, directed by 
Irving Cummings. 

Associate producer chore on 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ goes to Harold 
Wilson, assistant to B. G. DeSylva at 
Paramount. 











Dude Ranch’s Name Acts 
Ben Shanin of the A. & B. Dow 
office, and Paul Mohr, of Philadel- 
John W. Bonney (Kungsholm). phia, how are exclusive bookers of 
June 20 (New York to Buenos /the C Bar C Ranch, Elverson, Penna., 
Aires) Susan & Christina, 7 Trudy | which books name attractions week- 
ends and holidays. 
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Jimmy Roosevelt Clippers Into N.Y. 


With Diplomatic 


By GEORGE FROST 


Info for Washington 





v 


Tom Dorseys Divorcing; 


rE STARS’ TRIPS 
‘OUT OF PLAGE 








Heidi Vosseler, Philly Girl, 


Rule Out Hollywood Film Stars 
As Latin-American Goodwillers 


. 


Plan of sending film stars to 


: . : ° ° South America as good will ambas- 
Genial Jimmy Roosevelt, mixed up T: Increasing Seriousness of * ° 
these days with foreign war theatres Wife Gets 33% of Band Winn Mibetiien Mien Me Marries Draper In Rio renal —. —- —— d, 
instead of the neighborhood movie y 7 


type, clippered into N.Y. this week 
with advice that the other democ- 
racies need more tanks and planes 
and with a piece of shrapnel that 
missed him by an arm’s length in a 
close call in Iraq. 

The advice he personally took to 
Washington the next day. The shrap- 
nel memento he promptly turned 
over to Mrs. Capt. Jimmy, his former 
nurse, into whose inviting arms he 
sprinted when the Yankee Clipper 
docked at LaGuardia Field Sunday 
(22). 

The globe-circling President’s eld- 
est said he had reneged on a sched- 
uled stopover in London ‘because we 
picked up so very much: really im- 
portant information that we decided 
to come right home.’ The info was 
saved only for the ears of his boss, 
Maj. Gen. Holcomb, of the Marine 
Corps in Washington. 

Food editors and newspapermen 
were entertained by the New Yorker 


(Continued on page 47) 





Application for divorce of the 
Tommy Dorsey’s was scheduled 
for hearing yesterday (Tues.) in 
Somerville (N. J.) court. Leader 
has been.separated from Mrs. Dor- 
sey for several months and the ac- 
tion was filed quietly. 

Settlement between the two, said 
to have been agreed upon recently, 
gives Mrs. Dorsey a weekly sum of 
approximately $250 and a one-third 
interest in the net profit from the 
Dorsey band for the duration of its 
existence. Pair have two children. 


William Morris 
Memorial Park 
Is Dedicated 


Saranac, N. Y., June 24. 








Altered the ‘Good Neigh- 
bor’ Setup That Film Capi- 
tal’s Junkets to Latin- 
America Held Likely to 


Become More Liabilities 
Than Assets 





QUICK IDEA CHANGE 





By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, June 24, 


Increasing seriousness of the war 
situation, especially as it affects the 
Americas, has in the opinion of many 
in infermed circles here so altered 
the Pan-American relationship pic- 
ture that future Hollywood star 
goodwil] visits are likely to be more 
liabilities than assets. 

Consensus of those surveyed by 
VaRIETY during the past fortnight is 
that to Latins, star visits come in the 
class of junkets no matter how much 
like ambassadors of goodwill the vis- 





Philadelphia, June 24. 

Heidi Vosseler, who married Paul 
Draper in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
two days ago, is a Philadelphia girl. 
She left here June 13 for the pur- 
pose of marrying Draper in South 
America. 

Girl started with Catherine Lit- 
tlefield ballet and has been with the 
Metropolitan opera corps aad also 
was in ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 


Mrs. Frank Harris’ 
Sweeping Legal 
Victory on Play 


Nellie Harris, widow of Frank 
Harris, the author, won a complete 
and sweeping vietory over Gilbert 
Miller and Norman Marshall, pro- 











Jock Whitney, chairman of the mo- 
tion picture division of the Rocke- 
feller Committee On Latin-Amer- 
ican Relations. Government-spon- 
sored organization will push ahead, 
however, Whitney declared, with its 
plan for hypoing inter-American 
solidarity, via films, despite a grow- 
ing conviction in some South Amer- 
ican quarters that the whole idea 
might better be dropped. [See 
story from Buenos Aires herewith]. 

Although the reaction to the re- 
cent tour of Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
was excellent on the southern con- 
tinent, the Rockefeller committee. 
man declared, there’s a general feel- 
ing now that junkets by Hollywood- 
ites are not something to be en- 
couraged too often or indiscrimi- 
nately. Any players who go south 
in the future, he said, will do so en- 
tirely on their own volition, with 
no official tag and no right to speak 
for any public body. 

Studio Cooperation 


Whitney’s faith that pictures can 
play an important part in cement- 
ing relations was given renewed 
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: strength at a meeting with heads of 
Despite a pounding rain, the N.Y. ‘ 34 ducers; Leslie and Seweil Stokes, . re i 8 ae i 
Joe Palooka, Ferber State Lions rang down the curtain (Continued on page ) mihene snl Gain Seebuslione Figg ms companies last Friday 

on their three-day state convention Inc., when Judge Vineent L. Leibell ; ey agreed at that time that 


Yarns Basis of Two 
Rodgers-Hart Shows 


Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, 
reported doing two musicals for 
Broadway next season, have identi- 
fied the shows. Probably the first to 
be completed will be ‘Private 
Palooka,’ book te be collaborated on 
with Ham Fisher. It’s based on 
Fisher’s Joe Palooka comic strip. 

Second show will have the book 
from Edna Ferber’s story, ‘Saratoga 
Trunk,’ running currently in Cos- 
mopolitan magazine. George Abbott 
may produce one or both musicals in 
addition to ‘Young Man’s Fancy.’ 

Tunewriting duo also plans a re- 
vival of ‘A Connecticut Yankee,’ with 
Victor Moore and William Gaxton 
starred. It’s understood that the 
stage team approves of the idea. 
Some new tunes would be interpo- 
lated and the book revised, with the 
idea of strengthening the part of 
King Arthur, figured a natural for 
Moore. If the revival is done, it will 
be after the tour of ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ which recently closed after 
more than a year on Broadway with 
Moore and Gaxton topping. ‘Yankee’ 
was originally produced in the fall 














with an impréssive dedication of the 





William Morris Memorial Park, 
honoring the memory of the show- 
man who contributed so much to 
this community. Still fresh in mem- 
|ory are the periodic benefits for the 
Saranac Lake Day Nursery and kin- 
| dred public benefactions. 

| Acceding to the request of Wil- 
|liam Morris, Jr. that his father 
|} would not have liked any public 
| emolument, such as a statue, he re- 
quested instead that all who enter 

(Continued on page 47) 


Shubert ‘Mardi Gras’ 
To Mark Comeback 
Of Jean Schwartz 


‘Mardi Gras,’ musical comedy be- 
'ing readied for Broadway by J. J. 
| Shubert, will be a comeback for Jean 
| Schwartz, who has composed the mu- 
sic. ‘Mardi Gras’ is one of a flock of 
musicals aimed for Broadway next 
| Season. It will have its premiere in 
| Dallas late in August and will play 
| Chicago prior to New York. 

















GOETZ’S COL. 
FILMUSICAL 
INNY? 


Harry M. Goetz has been in New 
York on a visit from the Coast. dur- 
ing the past week going into the 
possibilities of producing a musical 
for Columbia in the fall at Eastern 
Service Studios, Astoria, L. I. Ob- 
ject of the New York production 
would be to take advantage of the 
presence of a number of Broadway 
players, Goetz said. 


Film-legit producer is currently 
partnered with Gregory Ratoff in 
lensing ‘Tonight Belongs to Us’ (for- 
merly ‘Ballerina’) for Col. He re- 
turns to the Coast tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 








Bennett, Ameche Paired 











in N. Y. federal court ruled the de- 
fendants’ play, ‘Oscar Wilde,’ was a 
plagiarism of her husband’s book, 


sions. .Ruling was handed down 
yesterday (Tuesday) and grants Mrs. 
Harris an interlocutory judgment 
against all defendants, damages for 
infringement by the two Stokes, and 
an accounting of profits to be deter- 
mined by a special master against all 
defendants. 

Harris wrote his book in 1916, 15 
years before his death, with his 
widow acquiring all rights to it. De- 
fendants Stokes are accused of hav- 
ing written their infringing play in 
1936, using substantial parts of the 
third act of Harris’ book and, in 
other parts, using verbatim quotes. 
In all, the court found 37 instances 
of infringement. The play was orig- 
inally presented by Marshall in 
London and in N. Y. by Miller 
through Heron Productions. 

The accounting on profits to be de- 
termined by the master will be those 
profits which resulted by virtue of 
the use of Harris’ book, and not the 
entire play. Injunction prevents the 
presenting of the play, sale of film 
rights, radio performanees, etc. 




















Oscar Wilde, His Life and Confes- | ¢,,)) authority to veto anything he 


| 





| 


the right sort of job could be done 
and accepted Whitney’s proposal 
that they each place an expert on 
South America in their studios with 


(Continued on page 20) 


JUANITA HANSEN IN 
A SUICIDE ATTEMPT 


Chicago, June 24. 

Juanita Hansen, former silent 
flicker star, attempted to commit 
Suicide by taking poison here on 
Saturday (21). She was taken to 
County hospital, but after a couple 
days treatment was discharged. 
Miss Hansen has figured in the 


past as a ‘reformed’ narcotics ad- 
dict. 
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Hays Office and State Dept. Making 


Real Progress in 


Efforts to Thaw 


Out More Coin F rozen in England 





se as 


Despite the absence of official talk 
or even mention of the move by 


American distributors to dislodge 
additional portions of the vast mil- 
lions (estimated at $38,000,000 to 
$42,000,000) presently frozen in 
Great Britain, U. S. film officials, via 
the Hays office and State Dept., 
gradually are making real progress 
at reaching a new amicable formula. 
Not revealed whether U. S. distribs 
have petitioned for any certain sum 
but it is known that efforts are being 
made to reopen the frozen-coin ar- 
rangement presently in effect so that 
American companies will have bene- 
fit of these frozen millions, 

Under the first two frozen coin 
pacts, it was agreed that either side 
could ask for changes in the basic 
terms of the agreement between 
U. S. film companies and the Brit- 
ish government. Industry claims 
that conditions have changed, that 
the lease-lend law loosens up the 
coin and supplies situation for Brit- 
ain to such an extent additional 
sums should be allowed to leave the 
British Isles and placed in work to 
the benefit of American picture com- 
panies. 


Now estimated that U. S. distribu- 
tors receive only 33% of the revenue 
collected from distributing pictures 
in Great Britain with the remainder 
frozen solid. Not only is it frozen 
but American film companies have 
found it difficult to find outlets to 
place these funds into active use. 
Outside of carrying out terms of the 
British quota law by producing pic- 
tures in England, bulk of these mil- 
lions remain idle. 

Can’t Re-Invest 


Under regulations of the British, 
this frozen money can’t be employed 
for purchase of bonds or theatres in 
Great Britain without permission 
from the. British Board of Trade. 
Thus far, the B. of T. has zealously 
guarded interests of British film 
people by refusing to permit Ameri- 
can companies to buy any British 
theatre or studio interests or in any 
way obtain additional foothold on 
the isles via buying of bonds. 


Because American distributors 
have carried on with full supply of 
films under all conditions of war, it 
was estimated this week that the 
eight major companies likely will be 
receiving the last of the $12,900,000 
due under the current frozen coin 
pact. Only 25% remained to be re- 
mitted, under the if-earned basis, 
and this has come through within 
the last six weeks it was reported. 


Representations of the film busi- 
ness are being carried on by Fayette 
W. Allport, Hays office representa- 
tive in London, in the matter of try- 
ing to unfreeze additional film reve- 
nue, 


FREIDAY’S BIG U SUIT 
KAYOED; CAN AMEND 


William Freiday’s amended com- 
plaint against Universal Pictures Co., 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
Western Electric, Standard Capital 
Co., Manufacturers Trust Co., and 
officers and directors of Universal 
was dismissed yesterday (Tuesday) 
by Judge Ferdinand Pecora in N. Y. 
supreme court. The dismissal was 
with leave to amend the complaint 
in 20 days. 

Freiday, on board of directors for 
Universal, seeks damages of over 
$2,000,000 charging waste and mis- 
management. 


Gilpin Ankles Columbia 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Joe Gilpin, manager of production 
at Columbia, turned in his resigna- 
tion. 
He. leaves the lot July 15 after two 
years on ¢he job. 

















‘Jack’ Alias Mickey 

Walt Disney’s new feature-length 
cartoon (Mickey Mouse) is a jived- 
up version of ‘Jack and the Bean 
Stalk.’ It has been set for Christmas 
release. 

Title currently is ‘Happy Valley, 
although it may later become ‘Slap- 
Happy Valley.’ 


We Want Pictures 





Los Angeles, June 24. 

Complete population of Ches- 
ter, Cal., sent a petition to the 
20th-Fox film exchange, demand- 
ing a theatre in their town. 

It sounded like a good idea un- 
til it was learned that Chester 
has a total population of 25.. 


Hold Geo. Browne, 
Like Willie Bioff, 
In $50,000 Bail 


Trial of George E. Browne, pres- 
ident of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, on 
Government charges of extortion 
against four major film companies, 
was set for Aug. 18 by Federal Judge 
Edward A. Conger in N. Y. on Fri- 
day (20). The trial date is the same 
as that set for William Bioff, west 
coast representative of the union 
who, along with Browne, is accused 
of having extorted $550,000 from 
Warner Bros., Paramount, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox and Loew’s, under threats 
of calling a strike among their 35,000 
members. 

Browne was well represented in 
court, having as his attorney Martin 
Conboy, who was formerly U. S. 
Attorney for N. Y., holding the same 
position in 1933-85 as Mathias F. 
Correa now does. Bail of $50,000 
was set for Browne, this being the 
amount asked by Correa, although 
Conboy requested $20,000, pointing 
out that Browne was ‘a family man, 
father of three children, who had no 
past criminal record, and who had 
surrendered to the authorities vol- 
untarily. Judge Conger stated, ‘I 
see no reason for a differentiation 
beween the two defendants’ and set 
bail at $50,000, same as for Bioff. 

Correa made the same request for 
the protection of Government wit- 
nesses that he had previously stated 
before Judge John C. Knox. Judge 
Conger followed Judge Knox’s rul- 
ing, and told Browne that if any let- 
ters or calls were received by Gov- 
ernment witnesses, bail would be re- 
voked and Browne jailed. Browne 
was given 10 days to make any mo- 
tions he saw fit to the court, and he 
was released. 


Pasternak Set by M-G 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Joe Pasternak, producer of 10 
Deanna Durbin pictures at Universal, 
moves to Culver City under a Metro 
contract as soon as he finishes ‘Al- 
most An Angel,’ his last Durbin 
starrer on the valley lot. He was 
variously reported set for RKO and 
20th-Fox until M-G pacted him. 

Pasternak has been at Universal 
for 15 years and produced his first 
Durbin picture, ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 
in 1936. 














Manning Gets Durbin 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Bruce Manning was named pro- 
ducer of the next Deanna Durbin 
starrer at Universal, succeeding Joe 
Pasternak, who is shifting over to 
Metro. 


Picture starts after Manning fin- 
ishes his present job as producer of 
the Charles Boyer-Margaret Sulla- 
van film, ‘Appointment for Love.’ 


Lew Lehr Still Laid Up 





Lew Lehr, noted for his comedy 
sequences in Movietone newsreel 
and on the radio, is still suffering 
from a nervous breakdown. Lehr, 
who also is head of 20th-Fox short 
features, has been away on leave of 
absence for over six months. 

His duties at the head of shorts 
are being handled during his absence 
by Ed Thorgersen, who handles 
sports for Movietone. No attempt 
has been made to fill the comedy 
spot in the reel. 


Screen Test Legal 
Decision Establishes 
Important Precedent 


For the first time in theatrical his- 
tory, a court has ruled on the ques- 
tion of obligation on the part of an 
organization offering to hire talent, 
and tying up that talent, and its sub- 
sequent failure to go through a deal. 
This ruling came Friday (20) in 
N. Y. city court, when Judge Frank 
A. Carlin awarded Conrad Noles, ac- 
tor, $1,500 against Loew’s, Inc., for 
failure to go through with a screen 
test. 

Noles, who had played the part of 
Huey Long in ‘The First American 
Dictator’ on Broadway, was signed 
by Loew’s on March 22, 1939, to 
make a screen test, and to give 
Loew’s an exclusive option on his 
services for four weeks from the date 
of that test. If accepted he was to 
receive $150 weekly on a term con- 
tract. Loew’s never went through 
with the test, and Noles claimed he 
was idle 10 weeks as a result of the 
waiting, and the contract. The rul- 
ing of the court established that even 
if there was no obligation to give 
Noles a job, the cumpany was obli- 
gated to give him the test. The 
court awarded him $150 weekly for 
the 10 weeks. Loew’s will appeal. 
Attorney for the plaintiff is Gustave 
B. Garfield, of Cecil A. Citron’s firm. 


SCHENCK, MOSKOWITZ 
FILE APPEAL RECORD 


Attorneys for Joseph M. Schenck 
and Joseph H. Moskowitz filed their 
record on appeal Monday (23) in 
N. Y. Circuit Court of Appeals. Both 
men were convicted in April of hav- 
ing defrauded the Government on 
Schenck’s 1935-37 income tax. 

Briefs will be prepared during the 
summer and a preference secured 
for an early October hearing. Both 
film executives in seeking a reversal 
are claiming errors in Judge Grover 
Moscowitz’s charge to the jury which 
is stated to be an order to convict. 

Yesterday (Tuesday), Judge Ed- 
ward A. Conger, on consent of Ma- 
thias F. Correa, U. S. attorney, ex- 
tended the term of the court to have 
jurisdiction over the case till August 
1942, This was at the request of 
both Schenck and Moskowitz, since 
under court rules, after a decision 
has been handed down, the court 
retains jurisdiction to modify or 
change its decision for three months. 
The case, now being up on appeal, 
the defendants do not desire to have 
the technicalities of the federal 
court prevent them from securing 
such a modification as trial Judge 
Grover Moskowitz might see fit to 
make. 

















Schneider’s Shares 


Washington, June 24. 

One small film transaction re- 
corded for April, 1941, when the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
revealed purchase of 100 shares of 
Columbia Pictures common no par 
value stock by Abraham Schneider, 
New York officer and director of the 
company. 

Schneider retained 1,504 shares of 
same type papers, plus options for 
common on 7,880 shares, according 
to SEC’s official summary of stock 
exchange transactions for the month 





of April. 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





Argentine production....... 
WB may produce in Aussie... 
Proser’s Garden hoofery folds 
ASCAP 
AE BAOWSE.. 605 66 vcs Se vatvcatens 
Equity and Gillmore.............. 
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Mich.’s Big Sales in U.S. Defense 
Stamps and Bonds to Theatre Fans 
Hearten Showmen on Future B. 0, 





Bonds for Banko 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 24. 

Spartanburg sales campaign 
leaders considering plan to offer 
equal value in national defense 
bonds and stamps instead of cash 
as weekly banknite payoff at 
three local theatres. 

Prize runs from $200 to $300 
frequently. 


Consent Gives 
‘Em Something 








S— 


Number of distribution execs are 


talk about and has thus created more 


with fountain pens and contract 
blanks to call on exhibs. 

Year after year in the past, the 
product-peddlers have had nothing 
to jog up their line of patter. It was 
always the same as last season with 


nothing changed but the titles of the 
pix—and mebbe a demand for more 
coin or more pix in the higher 
brackets. 

Now they have something different 
to sell. They’ve got to use their 
ingenuity and their brains and 
they’ve got to be perfectly familiar 
with what they are offering. Execs, 
as a result, feel that there will be a 
general pepping up and maybe more 
playdates in the long run. 


SALLY RAND PIC UP 
AGAIN FOR OK IN N.Y. 


Albany, N. Y., June 24. 
The Sally Rand picture, first called 
‘The Sunset Strip Case’ and later 


‘The Sunset Murder Case,’ is once 
more before the Board of Regents. 
Crystal Pictures, now distributing 
the film, has filed an appeal asking 
that Irwin Esmond, director of the 
motion picture division, State Edu- 
cation Department, be directed to 
grant a license. Esmond rejected the 
latest version on May 21. The Rand 
dancing sequence, the big punch of 
the film and the one around which 
the controversy between the dis- 
tributors and the m. p. d. has al- 
ways hinged, was still found objec- 
tionable. Crystal claims the new 
edition is different, but Esmond 
ruled it was substantially the same. 

The film was first reviewed in 
1938 and was turned down by the 
m. p. d. Eventually the distributors 
agreed to make eliminations, and on 
this basis, a license was granted. 
However, when the picture was 
booked into the Leland Albany, the 
advertising emphasized the ‘spicy’ 
scenes which the m. p. d. had 
tabooed. Clergymen, it was then re- 
ported, complained to District At- 
torney John T. Delaney. The d. a. 
instructed the police to take action. 
The theatre pulled out the film and 
substituted another. At the same 
time the motion picture division or- 
dered Grand National Pictures to 
turn in the seal and to discontinue 
exhibition of the film in New York 
State. 

George Blake, who was attorney 
for Grand National Pictures, is the 
lawyer for the petition in the new- 
est appeal. 


Three in a Package 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Package deal, cooked up by the 
Feldman-Blum agency, calls for Dr. 
Paul Czinner as producer, and 
Randolph Scott and Elisabeth Berg- 
ner (Mrs. Czinner), as cast toppers 
in ‘Paris Calling.’ 

















Picture will be released by Uni- 
versal. 


enthusiasm in them when they go out 
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Detroit, June 24. 

United States Defense Savings 
Stamps and Bonds are being sold 
here from the theatre boxoffices fol- 
lowing the selection of Michigan as 
one of the four test states for this 
experiment. Early results have been 
along the spectacular side with a few 
surprises. 

The tieup was formed easily since 
show business is heavily represented 
in the general organization with 
Frank N. Isbey, former manager of 
the Michigan State Fair, state chair- 
man of the sale and “Freddie 
Schader, forme; director of publicity 
at the Fox theatre, in charge of 
statewide publicity. Edgar £E, 
Kirchner, manager of the Family, 
was named chairman of the motion 
picture division. All film exchange 





employees have been organized for 
weekly contributions to the stamp 
0 ol ll sales. 
| 
| 


The house boxoffices have started 
| doing a flourishing business early on 
the stamp sales because of the small 
change angle. Most of the fans 


finding at least one favorable angle | 5€¢™ Willing to slip back the odd 
in the blocks-of-five selling plan. It 


two-bits for a stamp. It seems to 
| be the spot where about 50% of the 


is giving salesmen something new to public is starting off its saving stamp 


,accounts since that is the propor- 
| tion of those who ask for the books 
1in which to start building such sav- 
|ings. Biggest surprises have been 
three customers in the early days 
'who plunked for one $100 and two 
'$50 bonds complete. 

| Readiness of the public to stick 
| their coin into the stamps is a tip- 
, Off also to the exhibitors here that 
what they suspected was one of the 
reasons why show business in this 
major defense center was off was be- 
|cause the public is saving heavily. 
Bank deposits have been shooting 
up to new highs here and the pres- 
ent readiness of the theatre fans to 
| invest another chunk of their 
‘spending money’ in additional sav- 
|ings is a clincher. 

It’s given the theatre managers 
more confidence that the present lull 
in biz will vanish when the me- 
chanics, now drawing down that big 
money in the armaments boom, feel 
they have a _ sufficient cushion of 
savings. With the defense boom go- 
ing to greater heights they feel that 
following this early marked saving 
tendency, the citizens will start 
splashing their money around once 
they feel they are on firm ground. 

Despite the notorious isolationist 
tendency in this midwest area, the 
proportion of theatre-goers buying 
defense stamps is large. It is in 
keeping with what some observors 
have noted that this section of the 
country, while adverse to getting in 
the war at this time, hot for a big 
defense program. Only about 10% 
of the public has shown any gruff- 
ness about the theatre touch for de- 
fense stamps. 


RUSH OF WELSH COAL 
MINE PIX; METRO 1ST 


After holding up release of 
I. Goldsmith’s production of “The 
Stars Look Down’ for more than a 
| year, Metro will release the British- 
|made pic on July 18. After planning 
|a big campaign for the film at the 
| time American rights were acquired, 
|M-G execs decided it was not top- 
jical and shelved it. It’s about 
Welch coal miners. 

In the meantime, however, two 
| Other films with similar backgrounds 
impend. 20th-Fox has in production 
‘How Green Is My Valley,’ being 
celluloidized from Richard Llewel- 
lyn’s best-selling novel, while War- 
ner Bros., during tke spring, ac- 
quired rights to ‘The Corn Is Green,’ 
hit Broadway legiter written by 
Emlyn Williams. Metro apparently 
aims to beat them to the screen. 

Pic goes into the Criterion, N.Y. 


It was talked of originally for the 
Astor, 


Warners’ 65 Contractees 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Contract players at Warners, ex- 
clusive of the stars, mounted to 65, 
according to the new roster. 

Hobart Bosworth, an oldie, heads 
the list of newies, including Diana 
Dill, Harry Lewis, Mary Jo James 
and Nancy Coleman. 
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CIRCUITS ON THE SPOT 


Film business has been thoroughly laundered before the pub- 
lic during the past few weeks. The job was done by experts. 
Joint national and sectional convention of exhibitors in Los 
Angeles provided the forum for self-criticism. At Atlantic 
City a rival theatre operators’ organization passed resolutions 
to ‘find out what’s wrong with motion pictures.’ 





- 


From this rather extensive and lathery verbal cleansing, va- 
rious unfavorable aspects of which found their way into the 
public press, the’ industry, or at least, its exhibitor and produc- 
tion leaders, may find some hidden satisfaction. Net result 
seems to be that everyone who had a grievance against double- 
bills, consent decree, affiliated chain operations, high production 
costs and higher film rentals, voiced their opinions. Expres- 
sions chiefly were reissues of comments and denunciations that 
have sprung from the trade over a period of the past 10 years. 
Most of the views come under the heading of second-guessing. 


It would appear that much of the convention dialog was 
premised on the theory that calling the other fellow names 
might generate some constructive plan for adjusting the in- 
dustry to the new conditions under which it must do business 
in compliance with the anti-trust consent decree and in keeping 
with the weird public attitude towards entertainment induced 
by the fearful encroachment of the European war. 


Approaching industry neoblems from this angle leads inevit- 
ably up a broad highway to a dead-end stop. The straight and 
narrow path which provides the safe exit from present confus- 
ing and bewildering conditions is over difficult terrain. Indus- 
try leaders would do well to conserve their breath for the tough 
stretches ahead. 


The Government’s anti-monopoly suit against the five major 
producing-distributing-exhibiting companies was instigated by 
the clamor from independent theatre interests for relief from 
the affiliated circuit operations. The provisions of the agree- 
ment become effective with respect to new selling regulations 
after Sept. 1. Whether the formulas will provide for a healthier 
and more prosperous industry is anybody’s guess at the 
moment. 


Of much greater import is the maintenance of favorable pub- 
lic support of motion pictures as the popular entertainment for 
the masses. The propaganda from within the industry that 
nearly everything, and everybody connected with it, is on the 
wrong foot, is not conducive to ins spiring any wide spread con- 
fidence. Denunciations may be good for the soul, but fatal for 
the boxoftice. 


As presently constituted, and cemented for the next three 
years by the consent decree, the exhibition structure of the in- 
dustry is built around the big affiliated, producer-owned and 
operated theatre circuits. The control of first run bookings is 
the control of the business. The boxoffice values of pictures 
are established, or muffed, by the standard of showmanship of 
initial territorial runs. 

In their successful plea that the Government suspend action 
which would divorce the affiliated circuits from their producer- 
distributor tie-ins, the major companies have assumed an ob- 
ligation much more binding than an agreement to arbitrate 
trade practice disputes with independent ‘exhibitors. The com- 
mercial success or failure of the business rests with the sales- 
manship and showmanship ability of affiliated operators. 


It is for them, and them only, to solve the double-bill enigma, 
the giveaway merchandising and other exhibition practices det- 
rimental to a sturdy and healthy public service. It is for them, 
also, to take the lead in the all- important activitieS through 
which the industry must cooperate with national 
for the defense program. 

The course that lies ahead is not too clear in outline, but 
there can be no confusion as to where the industry must look 
for its leadership. 


Another Merc Makes It 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Richard Behr, who graduated from | ‘The Mating Call’ is the next pro- 
the Mercury Theatre to RKO, shifts) duction for United Artists release 
from that studio next week to be-| by the Loew-Lewin unit. Producers 
come an associate producer at Para- | are negotiating with Carole Lombard 
mount. for the femme lead in the picture, 
As an associate of Orson Welies,| which treats facetiously with the ad- 
Behr came to Hollywood to work on! vertising business. 
the production of ‘Citizen Kane.’ He-, Substitution of ‘Call’ means a = 





Film to Rib Admen 


Hollywood, June 24. 








will be given a course of production | lay in the filming of ‘Landfall,’ 
training at Paramount before taking | iginally designed as the next S nee 
Lewin picture. 


Over a solo job. 


movements | 





SHOWDOWN WITH 
HOLLYWOOD PAG 


Eastern Film Sales and Ad- 
vertising Executives Dep- 
recate Wisdom of Giving 
Coast Previewers Two- 
Weeks’ Clearance—Bound 
to Stymie Distrib - Exhib 
Negotiations Under 
Consent Decree 








THE COAST IDEA 





Situation is crystallizing slowly but 
enevitably for a showdown on major | 
film company operating policies be- 
tween Hollywood studios executives 
on one side and New York home 
office distribution and advertising 
chiefs, in opposition. 

Newest phase of impending contro- 
versy concerns the agreement that 
studio heads have made with a 
coterie of Hollywood newspaper and 
magazine writers and radio review- 
ers, who have been given assurances 
that completed films will be shown 
to them at studio previews two 
weeks in advance of national release 
dates. Several sales and advertising 
managers in New York are out- 
spoken in expressing views that such 


an agreement will place insurmount- | 


able obstacles in the way of selling 
and exploiting pictures, which are 
(Continued on page 20) 


BREEN CUES RKO 
STUDIO STAFF 
RESHUFFLE 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Joe Breen, marking his induction 
in the RKO studio as v.p. in charge 
of production, indicated at the press 
conference—his first—today (Tues.) 
that a studio-wide shuffle in actors, 
writers, producers and directors is 
necessary for the studio to turn out 
good product. He emphasized that 
the ‘one thing wrong with the busi- 
ness is too many bad pictures are 
being released,’ and added, ‘I won’t 
make that kind.’ 

He declared there’s a crying need 
for good writers, as ‘stories make 
stars, but stars don’t make stories.’ 
He told the press the reason he quit 
administering the Production Code 
for Hays was because he was punchy 
after eight years at it. 

Breen said a new deal is being 
worked out with Orson Welles which 
would have him turn out three or 








four pictures annually with the same | 


freedom accorded him as for ‘Citi- 
zen Kane.’ 

He said ‘Kane’ would go out with 
the second block-of-five. Pictures 
slated for Welles are ‘Heart of Dark- 


ness,’ ‘Killer With a Knife’ 


anti-Nazi yarn recently tabooed by 
Mexico with another locale. 
Breen said he’ll be censor of all} 


pictures and certain partiality would 
be shown to escapist films, with soft- 
nedaling on preachments. 


Attended RKO Convention 
Joe Breen’s official resignation as 
Production Code Administrator for 
the Hays office became effective 
Tuesday (17). The following day he 
was introduced to RKO salesmen at 





the annual convention in N. Y., as 
new studio chief. Following the con- 
vention, Breen left for the Coast 
Friday (20), going by way of Wash- 
ington. 


Will Hays, in announcing Breen’s 
resignation, praised the former PCA 
chief. Hays office also confirmed 
that Geoffrey Shurlock will continue 
temporarily as acting director of the 


PCA. Ultimately a ‘name’ executive | 
probably will be given the PCA post. | 


- PREVIEWS MAY KAYO SALES 





and an| 


+ 








H’wood’s USO Gigantic 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Stars of pictures and radio are be- 





jing rounded up by Harry Maizlish 
the 


for a general showing of talent in 
Hollywood Bowl, June 29, all pro- 


camp recreation funds, 


talent and Charles Vanda produces 
the two-hour show, one hour of 
which will be broadcast on all net- 
works. 








ITS SPARKS 
DEAL 


now being drawn to 
consummate Paramount’s buyout of 
| the 40% interest of its partner, E. J. 
Sparks, in the All Florida circuit. 
Par will have a 90% interest in the 
approximately 100 theatres in the 


chain as result of the deal into which 
it has reputedly been forced to avoid 
a conflict with Warner Bros. 

Terms are understood to call for 
Par paying $1,350,000 for the Sparks 
interest. This includes a $500,000 
down payment and an $85,000 remit- 
tance yearly for 10 years. Circuit is 
said to have an approximately $400,- 
000 cash balance on hand. 

Owners of part of the outstanding 
10% interest—Frank Rogers, general 
manager of the circuit, who will be- 
come its operating head, and Fred 
Kent, attorney for the chain, are in 
New York now confabbing with 
Leonard Goldenson, Paramount cir- 
cuit chief. 

Sparks’ refusal to book Warner 
pictures in the chain brought about 
the Par purchase of his interest. 
WB, to protect itself, had acquired 
an interest in four Florida theatres 
and gave every indication of going 
deeper. That threatened WB-Par 
relations and, to avoid a conflict, Par 
bought Sparks out and will have the 
chain handle WB pix. 








Papers are 





KORDA’S PLANS 


Include a Quick Trip to England for 
British War Aid 











Alexander Korda, in 
for three days last week, said he 
plans to make a quick trip to Eng- 


j}land late in July or early in Au- 
gust to look into his business affairs 
there and check with the British 
|} government as to any steps he can 
| take to aid the war effort. He'll go 
after ‘Jungle Book’ gets into produc- 
| tion It is set to start shooting 
| July 7 

Lydia, Korda’s initial pic for 
United Artists 1941-42 slate, is now 


in final editing stages. Producer will 
probably make three pictures during 
the year, although only ‘Lydia’ and 
‘Jungle Book’ are being announced 
at this time. Visit to New York last 
week was on biz of UA, of which 
Korda is part owner. 


Small’s Ist 4 of 8 for UA 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Edward Small announced the first 








program for United Artists release 
in 1941-42, beginning July 15, with 
‘The Corsican Brothers.’ 
Other three in order 
Beds,’ ‘Heliotrope’ and ‘Little Annie 
Rooney,” starring Shirley Temple. 








Edward Arnold is lining up film | : : 
| thusiasm in any salesman. 


ceeds from admissions to be donated | 
to United Service Organizations for | 


PAR CLOSING UP 


| dubious on 
| earnings 





Mrs. Fairbanks’ OK on Sale of UA 


Stock Clears Way for Selznick-Capra 
To Join Co.; Kelly's Quarterly Meets 


Welcome lift to the first of United 
Artists regional sales conventions was 
provided late Monday (23) by word 
from the Coast of withdrawal by 
Douglas Fairbanks’ widow of her 
objection to sale of the Fairbanks’ 
stock to UA. That means to the 65 
salesmen and execs gathered in New 
York that they probably will be sell- 
ing the product of both David O. 
Selznick and Frank Capra during the 
coming year, enough to spark en- 


Deal is virtually set for Selznick 
and Capra to come into UA as 
owner-producers and was only hang- 
ing on the company’s acquisition of 
the Fairbanks holdings so that they 
might be turned over to the paif of 
producers along with the Goldwyn 
stock, already acquired. Timing of 
the California court’s approval of the 
stock sale was particularly welcome 
to UA heads for the opening day of 
the conclave (Monday) was extreme- 
ly lack-lustre. 


[Selznick yesterday (Tuesday) 
declared that contracts have been 
drawn up for him and Capra to 
become equal owners in UA 
with Alexander Korda, Mary 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin, 
and that ‘unless an unforeseen 
snag develops’ the pacts will be 
Signed shortly. His current 
plans, he said, call for start of 
‘Romance,’ to be followed by 
production within two or three 
months on ‘Tales of Passion’ and 
‘Jane Eyre’ and then ‘Claudia.’] 


Principal departure from previous 
season’s selling announced by Arthur 
W. Kelly, operating head of the 
company, at the two-day session, was 
that there would be four series of 
sales meets during the year, with 
only the product for the period im- 
mediately coming up to be made 
known at each. Next series of re- 
gional conclaves will be held start- 
ing Sept. 15 and will be followed by 
others probably in January and 
April. ‘ 
Pix in First Quarter 

Kelly revealed that seven features 
plus two of Hal Roach’s new stream- 
liners will be released during the 


(Continued on page 47) 


SEE PAR'S 6-M0. 
NET AT $4,300,000 





With Barney Balaban estimating 


| that second quarter earnings would 


| 


New York ' 


exceed the 1940 June quarter, Para- 
mount is expected to show $4,300,000 
net profit in the first six months end- 
ing June 30 would need 
to have only $350,000 net over the 
$1,478,000 


quarter last year 


Company 


reported in the second 
in order to hit this 
figure. Paramount previously had re- 
ported $2,475,000 net profit in its first 
quarter for this year. Such profit for 
six months would represent around 
$1.50 on common shares, which is in 
line with Wall street expectations 

While financial circles are a bit 
whether this rate of 
can be maintained the re- 
mainder of the year, the Street be- 
lieves Paramount will earn at least 
$2.64 per common share this year, 
the same as in 1940. Only thing that 
|'might trim the net profit sub- 
| stantially in later quarters are un- 
usually high taxes. 


This imponderable factor is a 


| source of anxiety to all film company 


half of his eight-picture production | 


shareholders, with tilted Federal in- 
come taxes and excess profits taxae- 
tion still being decided by Congress, 
Par figured the income taxes de- 
ducted in the first quarter at 30%, 


| considerably higher than 1940, and 


are ‘Twin | 


even this percentage may have to be 
revised upwards when the 1941 in- 


‘come scale is finally decided on. 
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Extras, Freelance Players 
Get $500,000 Wage Boost 
If Hike Is Okayed by SAG 
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Hollywood, June 24. 


Pay tilts for extras, day players 
and freelance actors, which the 
Screen Actors Guild estimates will 
increase their earnings more than 
$500,000 annually, become effective 
Aug. 1 if okayed by the Guild mem- 
bership. The deal has been ap- 
proved by the SAG board of direc- 
tors, and a mail ballot referendum 
will be held for both Class A and 
Class B members. 

The $8.25 and $11 extra checks are 
to be eliminated. They will be re- 
placed by a new $10.50 classification. 
The $5.50 check will be restricted to 
sets where at least 30 $5.50 players 
are called at the same time for that 
specific set. When less than that 
number are called extras will re- 
ceive $10.50 per day. The $16.50 
check for dress extras will not be 
changed. 

Rehearsal pay for singers is in- 
creased from $11 to $15 per day; re- | 
cording pay from $16.50 to $20 per 
day. Pay for ‘mouthing back’ is set 
at $10.50 per day. When singers are 
employed for solo, duet, trio and 
quartet work they will be salary 
classified as day-players and will re- 
ceive the minimum of $25 per day. 
Pay of stand-ins is raised from $6.50 
to $8.25 per day. 

Dancers Are Upped 


The minimum scale for dancers 
will be increased from $11 to $13.75 
per day. This rate also applies to 
ice skaters when doing dance rou- 
tines. 

A minimum scale of $200 per week 
is fixed for stunt men. On term 
contracts (10 out of 13 weeks or 
multiples of this) the minimum will 
be $100 per week. 

The weekly minimum for day 
players will be raised from $66 to 
$100, although the daily scale will 
remain at $25. The minimum for 
freelance actors also will be tilted 
from $66 to $100 per week. In addi- 
tion an intermediate classification 
has been created, with a minimum of 
$75 per week. This will cover 
*glorified extra work’ such as posses. 


Better Work Conditions 


Improved working conditions for 
extras provide: 

‘Cancelled calls: Extras will re- 
ceive a quarter check for any can- 
cellation of a call for reasons beyond 
the control of the producer, and 
where the extra is not notified of 
the cancellation before 6 p.m. of the 
day previous to the work date. 
However, this will not apply if the 
extra is reemoplyed on the same day 
at a rate equal to or higher than the 
cancelled call. 

‘An additional day’s pay will be 
received by the extra for each hour, 
or- fraction of an hour worked be- 
yond 16 hours. When an extra 
player is requested to bring his 
autombolie he will be paid $2.50 if 
the car is not used; $3.50 if the car 
is used within the six-mile limit; $5 
if the care is used outside the six- 
mile limit. 

‘Extras required to work on legal 
holidays shall receive time and one- 
half, if they have been hired by the 
day, and an extra day’s pay if hired 
by the week. For travel time when 
an extra leaves for location before 
noon, he shall be paid for a full day; 
if he leaves between 12 noon and 6 
p.m., he shall be paid one-half day, 
unless travel time exceeds four 
hours, in which event actual travel 
time shall be paid but not to exceed 
one full day; if he leaves after 6 
p.m., he shall be paid for actual 
travel time. Travel time stops at 
midnight. If the player does not 
work the day following arrival, he 
shall receive a full day’s check.’ 

Rules for Fittings 

The number of days on which a 
day-player may be called for fittings 
is limited to the equivalent of the 
number of days’ work given the 
player, plus one. Fitting time is 
limited to four hours for the first 
day’s employment, plus two hours 
for each extra day of employment, 
all accumulative. For fittings in ex- 
cess of these limitations, the actor 
will be paid on the basis of hourly 
units at straight time. This applies 
only to day-players receiving under 
$20 per day. Travel time is the 

same as that provided for extras. 

When a freelance player receiving 

less than $200 per week is asked to 
do a stint, he shall receive at least a 
minimum adjustment to $35 for that 
day. On overtime, the freelance ac- 
tor’s salary shall be figured under 
the freelance terms. 


Out of Her Loneliness 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Greta Garbo, after a long absence, 
returned to work at Metro, playing 
a dual role in a picture tentatively 
titled “The Twins.’ 
Melvyn Douglas has the male lead 
and George Cukor directs. 


Pix Cartoonists 
Strike Vs. Disney 
Near Settlement 


Hollywood, June 24. 


Proposal believed to be key to 
settlement of the cartoonists strike 
at the Walt Disney plant was drawn 
up today (Tues.) at conference be- 
tween studio execs and Harold 
Smith, acting as strike mediator. 
Roy Disney's return from the RKO 
sales meet in New York, held up 
the peace meeting. Meanwhile the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild amended 
its NLRB complaint with the charge 
the Animated Cartoon Associates is 
company-union inspired by studio 
officials. ; 
Disney also is charged with vio- 
lating the wage-hour act. 

Motion Picture Painters local con- 
tributed an additional $500 to strik- 
ing Cartoonists and Screen Publi- 
cists Guild meets tonight to act on 
proposal to pull four members work- 
ing at the Disney plant. 

Walt Disney, in a reply to counter- 
proposals of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild, stated the company was not 
in a position to make further con- 
cessions, and questioned the sincerity 
of the Guild in attempting to find a 
middle ground that would result in 
settlement of the strike. 

In his letters of June 13 and 14, 
Disney offered to reinstate all em- 
ployees as of May 15, to set up an 
arbitration board to pass on the dis- 
missal of any workers released under 
the proposed retrenchment policy, 
and to recognize the SCG if it was 
designated by a majority of the em- 
ployees in a secret ballot. Disney, 
however, did not include Art Babbitt, 
chairman of the Disney unit of the 
Guild, in the offer to reinstate all 
employees, 


HAYS NAMES SUNDRY 
COMMITTEES BY PROXY 


With Will Hays not back in New 
York until yesterday (Tues.), the 
head of the Motion Picture Produc- 
ers & Distributors Assn. forwarded 
his appointments of standing com- 
mittees so they could be read at the 
quarterly June session of the direc- 
tors last Friday (20). Hays remained 
in Sullivan, Ind., last week, coming 
on to N.Y. early this week where he 
plans remaining for about 10 days 

















before going to the Coast. Carl E. 
Milliken, MPPDA secretary, an- 
nounced the standing committees 


for the current year, and also read 
a letter from Hays in which he de- 
tailed the rest cure and checkup 
prescribed by his family doctor in 
Chicago following his siege with 
pneumonia last winter. 

Committees named follow: 


Executive: Hays, chairman; Jack 
Cohn, Nicholas M. Schenck, George 
J. Schaefer, Sidney R. Kent, Nate 
Blumberg, Barney Balaban, Harry 
M. Warner, Maurice Silverstone. 

Finance: Kent, Harry M. Warner, 
George Borthwick, last being Hays 
office treasurer. 


Special budget: Nick Schenck, 
chairman; Balaban, Joseph UH. 
Hazen. 

Membership: Jack Cohn, Blum- 
berg, Schaefer. 

Foreign relations: David Bern- 


stein, Hazen, W. C. Michel. 


Law: Austin C. Keough, chairman; 
Richard E. Dwight, Charles C. 
Schwartz, C. D. Prutzman, J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, Walter L. Brown, Robert 
W. Perkins, Dennis F. O’Brien, 








Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Fred Kelsey drew an actor @ontract 
at Warners. 
Donna Reed and Anne Rooney 
given court approval of their minor 
pacts with Metro. 
Dorothy Lovett inked player pact 
at RKO. 
Jimmy Lydon changed his two- 
picture deal to straight acting con- 
tract at Paramount. 
John Brahm handed one-year di- 
recting ticket by 20th-Fox. 
Rufe Davis drew option lift at Re- 
public. 
Donald Meek inked contract at 
Metro. 
Nell O’Day’s player option picked 
up by Universal. 
Donna Drake’s_ player 
hoisted by Paramount. 
Audrey Long inked acting pact at 
Warners. 
Veronica Lake gets an option lift 
after her vacation at Paramount. 
Barbara Britton’s six-month acting 
option being picked up by Para- 
mount. 
John Tyrell’s actor contract re- 
newed by Columbia. 
Joseph Liley drew Paramount con- 
tract as arranger and vocal coach. 
Tom Tyler handed player ticket 
by Republic. 
Mark Daniels penned actor con- 
tract with Metro. 
Laird Cregar got renewal of his 
20th-Fox contract while he was 
losing his appendix. 
Stanley Rauh drew year pact as 
scripter at 20th-Fox. 
J. Peverell Marley renewed as a 
20th-Fox cameraman. 
Vivian Mason optioned for an- 
other term as stock player at 20th- 
Fox. 


K-A-0 Reorg Plan Can 


Now Proceed on Sked; 
Stockholder Appeased 


Withdrawal of the injunction peti- 
tion filed last week by an RKO 
shareholder to stymie reorganization 
of Keith-Albee-Orpheum has cleared 
the path and stockholders are ex- 
pected to approve the plan either 
Friday (27) or next Tuesday (1). 
K-A-O stockholders met yesterday 
(Tuesday) for the purpose but were 
unable to vote because lawyers 











option 








hadn’t completed preparing the 
papers. 
Yesterday’s get-together was a 


postponement of a meeting last week 
which was adjourned because of the 
stockholder suit. Another adjourn- 
ment was taken {until Friday, al- 
though there’s a likelihood that 
papers still won’t be ready and an 
additional postponement until Tues- 
day will be needed. 

Decision by R. M. Van Kirk, a New 
York broker, to withdraw his suit 
was said to have resulted from a 
fuller explanation of the K-A-O re- 
funding plan, which he didn’t fully 
understand. Reorg and refunding 
planned by K-A-O is part of RKO’s 
proposal to simplify the corporate 
setup and place subsids on a more 
economical basis. 


LUBITSCH SOLOS FOR 
WANGER BEFORE 20TH 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Ernst Lubitsch, recently signed 
as a producer at 20th-Fox, closed a 
deal to direct a comedy for Walter 
Wanger before he takes over his 
chores at the Westwood _ studio. 
Under a previous pact, Lubitsch had 
one more picture to make for United 
Artists release. 

His Wanger picture, now being 
screenplayed by Lubitsch in colla- 
boration with Melchior Lengyel, is 
due to start early in September. 


New Hitch for Sothern 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Ann Sothern, currently starring in 
‘Ringside Maisie,’ was handed a new 
contract by Metro. 
Following a short vacation in 
Alaska, her next picture will be 
‘Panama Hattie.’ 











Lawrence B. Morris, 
Youngman. 

Title: Albert Howson, chairman; 
Hannah Kass, Grace Rosenfield, 
William A. Orr, Irene Scott, Sadie 
Laitas, George Muchnic, James Mul- 
vey, William N. Weiss, E. P. Kilroe, 
Benjamin Pepper, Adolph Schimel, 
Hal Horne, Harry Kosiner, Katha- 


Gordon E. 





rine Brown. 
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U.S. Maps Tighter Supervision 


Propaganda 





Lasky Continues at WB 


Jesse Lasky, producer of ‘Sergeant 
York,’ which opens roadshow en- 
gagement July 2 at the Astor, N. Y., 
will continue producing for Warner 
Bros., he stated on his arrival from 
the Coast yesterday (Tuesday). 
Lasky said he has his next story 
picked. 


Producer Lasky came east to at- 
tend the preem along with Gary 
Cooper, star of film, already in N. Y., 
and Sergt. Alvin C. York on whose 
life the picture is based. Latter ar- 
rives in N. Y. early next week. 


Decree Stymies 


Pre-Releases For 


Resort Bookings 


For many years in the habit of 
getting new season’s film a month or 
more in advance, resort towns 
throughout the country are faced 
with having to struggle through the 
late summer with whatever they can 
lay their hands on, which, in all 
probability, this year will include 
reissues. 


Under the consent decree no 1941- 
42 film will be pre-released, accord- 
ing to plans. The season, as speci- 
fied by the decree, is to begin Sept. 
1 and all provisions of it apply only 
Oo film being released on or after 
that date. Meantime, however, the 
1941-42 product will be screened and 
sales negotiated. 


Theatres in resort towns like At- 
lantic City, Asbury Park, Saratoga, 
Lake George, all over the Catskills 
and Adirondacks, plus other parts 
of the entire United States, have al- 
ways been able to get film while at 
the heighth of their seasons although 
national release dates of distributors 
might not start until September. 


Distribs have frequently permitted 
films to go into the resort towns in 
advance partly to get a line on their 
possibilities. Also, in providing new 
pictures to houses in resort localities, 
they have grabbed business during 
late July and August that wouldn't 
be there if they wanted until Sep- 
tember or later. 














INDIE WINS ‘DICTATOR’ 


Other Clearance Complaints Filed 
By Indies 








Detroit, June 24, 


Pending hearing of the case, Fed- 
eral Judge Edward J. Moinet ordered 
delivery of ‘The Great Dictator’ to 
the new Mercury theatre here. The 
house, which opened only a week 
ago, declared that it had inked the 
picture in as one of its major attrac- 
tions, had advertised it extensively 
and was being denied the film in a 
manner which would discredit the 
theatre with its new clientele. 

In ordering the delivery made, 
Judge Moinet indicated he would go 
into the full matter at a later hear- 
ing. The case is similar to the re- 
cent one brought by the RKO Up- 
town which brought proceedings just 
the reverse of this claiming that the 
new Royal was being given prece- 
dence orf clearance. 





McDonalds Appeased 


Denver, June 24, 

McDonald Bros. dismissed their 
case in which they were asking het- 
ter clearance for their Nile theatre 
at Mitchell, Neb., as against several 
houses in surrounding towns oper- 
ated by Gibralter Enterprises. A 
settlement favorable to the McDon- 
alds was made. 





Steininger’s Clearance 


Lawn theatre, operated by James 
Steininger, in Chicago, has filed com- 
plaint with the Chicago arbitration 
board on the grounds that the 
Highway and Colony are presently 
obtaining unreasonable clearance on 
pictures. Complaint filer charges the 
two houses named secure clearance 
of four to seven weeks, rated un- 
reasonable. Lawn theatre wants this 





clearance reduced. 


Of Foreign Picture 





Washington, June 24. 

Tighter Federal regulations against 
foreign cinema propaganda will be 
provided in legislation now being 
drafted under supervision of the 
State Department, while various Fed- 
eral units are studying additional 
means to gag advocates of the Nazi- 
Fascist philosophies, 


A bill will be sent to Congress 
soon curbing one-sided and inflam- 
matory pictures from abroad, Sec- 
retary of State Hull notified Senator 
James M. Mead of New York last 
week. The U. S. foreign minister 
said also his department is riding 
herd to see there are no violations 
of the law requiring agents of ‘for- 
eign principals’ to register in order 
to carry on their operations here. 

In response to Mead’s complaint 
about Germany’s celluloid propa- 
ganda, Secretary Hull wrote, ‘It has 
been felt for some time that an 
elaboration and tightening of the 
statutory restrictions would be de- 
sirable’ and said amendments to pre- 
sent laws are being framed. 


‘Furthermore, this department, to- 
gether with and in cooperation with 
the Department of Justice and the 
Treasury Department, is now giving 
active consideration to the question 
of whether the dissemination of Axis 
propaganda in this country cannot 
be prevented by other means and it 
is my hope that a solution will soon 
be’ reached by which a proper con- 
trol over the dissemination of prop- 
aganda material may be effected,’ 
Hull added. 

Mead previously squawked about 
such films as ‘Victory in the West,’ 
‘Baptism of Fire’ and ‘Cruiser Em- 
den’ which he charged are ‘calcu- 
lated to serve the best interests of 
the military tyrants of Europe.’ 





Cenjecture on UFA 


Whether or not UFA, American 
distributing agency for Nazi films, is 
strictly the commercial venture it 
claims to be or is an arm of the 
Reich Propaganda Ministry will 
shortly become crystal clear. The 
answer will be apparent when it is 
seen whether or not the outfit con- 
tinues to get new films from Ger- 
many for American release. 


Distributing organization has been 
put on the spot by President Roose- 
velt’s order of last week forbidding 
export of coin to Germany. It can 
thus no longer pay for the films it 
receives. Therefore, if new product 
continues to come in, it is obvious 
the Nazis don’t care whether they 
get paid or not as long as their prop- 
aganda vehicles find American play- 
ing time. 

George Nitze, UFA president, who 
came to this country from Germany 
in 1926 and has applied for United 
States citizenship, told. Variery on 
Monday (23) that he dotsn’t know 
the answer. He has no idea, he said, 
whether the pix will continue to be 
sent to him or not. He insisted that 
every film received by UFA in the 
past has been paid for on a percent- 
age basis, as evidenced by U. S. cus- 
torns receipts. 


PAR WANTS MAG-PIX 
TITLES TO CONFORM 


Paramount is going to consider- 
|able trouble currently to get maxi- 
mum promotional advantage from 
titles of books and mag stories it 
buys for films. Latest case is the 
new Thelma Strabel novel, ‘Of Fire 
By Night,’ which is to be serialized 
in Cosmopolitan, Par fears that tag 
will cause the picture to be mistaken 
for a war epic, while it is actually 
about forest fire-fighters. It has 
reached an agreement with Cosmo, 
therefore, that the mag yarn be re- 
titled with a label okay for both 
media. 


In the case of ‘Hold Back the 
Dawn,’ that was bought originally 
as ‘Yonder Lies Paradise’ and the 
publishers, Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 
had plates made up with that title. 
Par figured that the word ‘Para- 
dise’ had been used in film labels 
too often and therefore made an ar- 
rangement with DS&P to destroy the 
original title plates and switch to 
‘Hold Back the Dawn.’ Film, pro- 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is 
now in the editing stage. Book is 
by Ketti Frings. 
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Mpls. Indies Again Talk Wholesale 
July Shutdowns; ‘Strike’ vs. Rentals 


+> 





Minneapolis, June 24. 
Northwest Allied leaders are in- 
inquiring into the legal aspects of a 
wholesale closing of their members’ 
theatres for the month of July or 
longer as a ‘strike’ for film rental re- 
ductions ‘in line with lower grosses.’ 


Members are being held back by 
fear that such action would cause 
them to be indicted for conspiracy in 
restraint of trade in violation of the 
anti-trust laws, the leaders declare. 
Exchange managers assert, however, 
that Allied leaders are ‘bluffing’ and 
wouldn't order the shutdown-even if 
there were no legal obstacles, as- 
suming there are. All the boys 
couldn’t be held in line and impor- 
tant independent spots wouldn’t be 
content to remain dark while opposi- 
tion Paramount houses continued 
open, it’s pointed out. 

Bennie Berger, owner of one of the 
largest independent circuits and a 
Northwest Allied member, declares, 
however, that he’s ready to close 
his nine houses for the month of July 
if only a majority of other inde- 
pendent exhibitors will do likewise. 
Berger advocates the temporary 
closings, not as a ‘strike’ against dis- 
tributors, but for the benefit of the 
boxoffice. Present bad business calls 
for such drastic measures, he asserts. 
When the theatres reopened again, 
he believes, the public would be hun- 
gry for film entertainment again and 
the effect, as a bo. stimulant, would 
be highly favorable. 

It’s also pointed out that the in- 
dependents could save up product 
during a traditionally dull period by 
such a closing and that this would 
enable them to operate longer next 
winter in case the present ban on 
selling, resulting from enactment of 
the state anti-consent decree law, 
continues indefinitely. 


PAT HARRISON WAS 
FRIEND OF SHOW BIZ 


Death in Washington Sunday (22) 
of Senator Pat Harrison, 59, meant 
the loss of a friend to the theatre. 
Through the years the Mississippi 
statesman supported the efforts of 
the amusement industry to keep 
down admission taxes, particularly 
as applied to picture theatres. 

Harrison was on intimate terms 
with William A. Brady and when 
that showman made repeated efforts 
to have the tax removed from tickets 
for legit shows, the Senator was his 
supporter. For a time the tax for 
legit applied only to tickets priced at 
more than $3 but that was when 
musicals were $5.50 and upward at 
the boxoffice. Tax ceiling was placed 
at 40c, which aided picture theatres. 
It now starts at 20c. Harrison is 
credited with placing the 10% tax 
On cutrates at the actual price paid 
by the patron, instead of the former 








boxoffice price which the tax offi- | 


Cials insisted upon. 

The Senator was always a foe of 
censorship and aided the Hays office 
in its many gestures to prevent that 
type of legislation. On any number 
of occasions Harrison made speeches 
in various communities against cen- 
sorship, particularly as affecting 
films, 

He also supported the bill that 
granted a Congressional medal to 
George M. Cohan for his patriotic 
Songs. Measure was introduced by 
the late Rep. Theodore Peyser but it 
took some time before an appropria- 
tion was made. Medal reposed in a 
Washington desk for about four 
years but when Cohan got around to 
it, the presentation was made by 


ee Roosevelt, a year or so 
Oo. 





Rice Starts Pecking 


E Hollywood, June 24. 
Imer Rice, Broadway playwright, 
moved into the Paramount studio to 
Screenplay Irving Berlin’s musical 
Story, “Holiday Inn.’ 

Mark Sandrich is slated to produce 
— direct the show, 

ing Crosby and Fred Astaire. 





co-starring |long Breen’s assistant, 





Simple as That! 





Detroit, June 24. 
While all the masterminding is 
going on in the industry on 
‘what is wrong with pictures,’ 


>» one fan here thinks the solution 


is a simple, human one. Giv- 
ing Hollywood a breather in the 
present assault, he puts in his 
beef against the exhibitor in a 
letter to the editor: ¢ 

‘We see that the movie indus- 
try is greatly alarmed over the 
sharp slump in theatre attend- 
ance, attributing the same to 
double features, ete., which may 
have something to do with it. 

‘But we believe that the real 
reason for the slump is directly 
attributable to the fact that the- 
atre personnel permit quiet, 
well-behaved patrons to be con- 
tinuously annoyed by a few nit- 
wits who keep boring their 
knees into the backs of seats, 
talking, eating candy, rustling 
paper and the like, which take 
all of the pleasure out of at- 
tending the movies.’ W.F.S. 


N.L. Nathanson’'s 
50% Interest In 
Regal With Loew's 


Although a new company was set 
up in Canada to distribute Metro 
product, with Paramouat’s interest 
in the.old Regal exchanges gobbled 
up, N. L. Nathanson remains in and, 
according to inside, is a larger hold- 
er than ever before. 

Representations were that the new 
Regal Film Corp. set up in Canada 
to distribute Metro pictures was to 
be 100% wholly-owned by Loew’s, 
whereas subsequently it is learned 
that Nathanson ig a 50% partner 
with Loew’s in the new enterprise. 

Metro product up to June 1 was 
distributed through Regal Films, 
Ltd. Paramount owned 87%% of 
Famous’ Players-Canadian Corp., 
which in turn controlled all of the 
stock of Regal Films. The balance 
of 124% was owned by Nathanson 
and associates. When Regal Films, 
Ltd. was dissolved under the deal 














Pwith Metro and the new Regal Film 


Corp. set up, the Nathanson interest 
increased to 50%, Leew’s having the 
other 50%. Loew’s previously had 
no interest in the exchange system 
above the border which distributed 
its film. 

In the change in corporate setup 
and ownership, Henry Nathanson, 
brother of N. L., general manager of 
the old Regal company, is retained 
as g.m. of the new one. 

Nathanson is also interested in 
Empire exchanges which distributes 
the Universal and Republic pictures 
in Canada. 


HARMON PROLONGING 
HIS STAY ON COAST 


Francis Harmon, executive assist- 
ant to Will Hays and eastern admin- 
istrator of the production code for 
the motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn., who went to the 
Coast to speak on national defense 
activities of the film industry be- 
fore the MPPTOA convention, is re- 
maining several weeks on PCA mat- 
ters and defense pictures. 

Harmon is co-ordinator for na- 
tional defense setup in the picture 
business in addition to his official 
duties with the Hays office. Be- 
cause Joseph I. Breen has resigned 
as PCA administrator, Harmon is 
supervising the operation .of the 
PCA work while Goeffrey Shurlock, 
takes com- 
mand for the time being at least. 











FILMS BALLYHOO 
THE OPPOSITION 


Illinois Indies Think Pictures 
Do Too Much Trailerizing 
of Radio, Bowling, Base- 
ball and Everything Else 
That Hurts the B. O.— 
Never Give Their Own 
Business a Break 





MANY ANGLES 





Chicago, June 24. 


Rallying to the call of Jack Kirsch, 
president of the Allied Theatres of 
Illinois, a general open meeting of 
exhibitors and distributors was held 
in the Congress hotel last week to 
discuss the question: ‘What Is Wrong 
With Our Business and How Can We 
Stimulate Business?’ 


For a time it appeared that the 
meeting was going into an exhibi- 
tors vs. distributors wrangle with 
several of the theatre owners jump- 
ing to their feet to berate the distribs 
for not providing better pictures, 
better exploitation, better prices, etc. 
And the distribs for a time were 
barbed into coming back at the ex- 
hibitors with demands to know what 
the theatres were doing to help bring 
in some customers. 

But the calm and good chairman- 
ship of Kirsch at length prevailed 
and got the boys down to some seri- 
ous up-and-up comment on what's 
wrong with the business, and what’s 
to be done about it. 

About the first point brought up 
by the exhibitors was the yelp that 
the flicker producers are portraying 
amusements that are strictly com- 
petitive to theatres, Exhibs wanted 
to know why the flicker makers pro- 
duce pictures which dwell on the 
good points of radio, or bowling, or 
baseball. Exhibs wanted all this 
eliminated from pictures. 

Nobody said it, but what the ex- 
hibs evidently do want (and some- 
thing which some studio could do, 
and make many friends among ex- 


(Continued on page 20) 


CONSOLIDATED’S 
ADDITIONAL 
PRC BR. 


Additional financing was extended 
to Producers Releasing Corp. by 
Consolidated Film Industries in a 
deal worked out Friday (20) be- 
tween O. Henry Briggs, PRC boss, 
and Herbert J. Yates, head of CFI. 
Coin was in addition to about $1,000,- 
000 which was made available to the 
indie production outfit in February 
by Yates’ laboratory. 

PRC will handle 42 pix next sea- 
son as against 38 for 1940-41. Of the 
38, 34 are completed and the re- 
mainder in production. New sea- 
son’s product will start going before 
the cameras in July. First is ‘Jungle 
Siren,’ to be produced by George 
Batcheller. 


Col.’s Prod. Spread 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Columbia is covering a lot of ter- 
ritory, in and out of Hollywood, 
while» reconstructing sets on the 
home lot for forthcoming pictures. 
Six features are at work off the 
Gower Gulch corral. 

Pictures are ‘You'll Never Get 
Rich,’ at the B. P. Schulberg studios; 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ at Roach; 
‘Woman of Desire’ at RKO-Pathe, 
and ‘Texas,’ ‘The Medico Rides’ and 
‘The Blonde From Singapore’ at the 
Columbia ranch. 
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Illinois Legislature 


(House) Passes 


Anti-Dual Bill; Would Force Exhibs 
To 15-Min. Intervals Every 2 Hours 





Who’s Left? 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Choice of & heavy for Gene 
Autry’s ‘Down Mexico Way’ is 
a weighty problem at Republic. 
Can’t be a Latin type on ac- 
count of the U. S. campaign of 
goodwill with Latin-American 
countries. Nazi is also thumbed- 
down as Mexico doesn’t want it 
to appear that country is shelter- 
* ing Germans, 
Picture is stalled until the 
studio master minds evolve a 
solution. 


Se 


Attack Rodgers 
(M-G) for Upped 
Rentals Stand 














Minneapolis, June 24. 


In a statement issued by S. G. 
Lebedoff as chairman of the North- 
west Allied film problems’ commit- 
tee, W. F. Rodgers, Metro sales man- 
ager, is bitterly attacked for de- 
claring at the MPTOA convention in 
Los -Angeles that there must be 
higher admission prices and more 
extended playing time and percent- 
age pictures so that producers can 
raise the film quality level and bring 
the public back to the theatres. 

Instead of curing the present ‘sick- 
ness,’ the Rodgers-proposed remedy 
would kill the ‘patient,’ which in this 
instance is the industry, according 
to Lebedoff who also is Northwest 
Allied treasurer and Minneapolis 
governor. 

‘This would be the beginning of 
making an end to the independent 
exhibitor,’ declared Lebedoff. ‘Be- 
cause all the good theatres are owned 
or operated by affiliated circuits it’s 
easy for Rodgers to make these pro- 
posals. 


‘One thing which would pave the 
way for a revival of theatre patron- 
age would be the entire elimination 
of percentage pictures, instead of 
their extension, as far as independent 
exhibitors are concerned. With no 
percentage pictures, independents 
would have an incentive to go out 
and spend a lot of time and money 
in exploiting their attractions to 
bring the public back to the box- 
office...’ 

Lebedoff has been agitating for a 
federal law to permit independent 
exhibitors to deal ‘collectively,’ in 
the trade union manner, 
tributors. If national Allied States’ 
leaders want to do something worth 
while for its members, it will take 
the lead in having such a law passed, | 
he asserts. 


COWDIN ANNOUNCES U’S 
NEW $5,600,000 LOANS 


Loan pact which makes available 
$5,600,000 for production and gen- 
eral corporate purposes was com- 
pleted Monday (23) by Universal 
Pictures with First National Bank 
of Boston and the Bank of Manhat- 
tan Co., according to an announce- 
ment made by J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of U board. Negotiations 
had been in work for the extensive 
loan over a period of three or four 
months, 


Loan gives Universal coin for a 
period of three years starting next 
June 30, with an additional year’s re- 
newal option. Interest is 5%. 
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Chicago, June 24. 

Illinois Legislature (House) this 
morning (24) passed an anti-double 
feature bill which would force 15- 
minute intermissions every hour on 
every show, running more than the 
initial two-hour stretch. It is likely 
that the Senate will approve also. 
Same bill was passed two years ago 
but vetoed by late Gov. Henry Hor- 
ner, 


Obvious effect is to discourage 
marathon film performances. The 
quarter-hour interval, if enforced, 
would serve as a natural chaser and 
force exhibitors to keep their pic- 
ture programs down to 120 minutes. 





‘Duals Curse of Industry’ 


Minneapolis, June 24. 

Indorsing the proposed ban on dou- 
ble features by Leonard Goldenson, 
Paramount theatres’ head, John J. 
Friedl, president of the Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Par affiliate), called twin 
bills ‘the industry’s curse.’ At the 
same time, he charged that producers 
themselves are responsible for the 
double-featuring. 


These producers turn out a number 
of films just for the double-feature 
market and the pictures in question 
aren’t strong enough to hold up as 
single film fare, according to Friedl. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. uses less dou- 
ble features than the vast majority 
of circuits. 

As for premiums and other give- 
aways, however, Friedl claims that 
this ‘other evil’ has been brought on 
by exhibitors themselves. It’s crimi- 
nal, he asserts, to be forced into giv- 
ing away cash and gifts to attract 
people away from competitors when 
patrons receive a full money’s worth 
in screen entertainment. 





P-T Body Opposes Duals 


Los Angeles, June 24. 

Support of 250,000 film fans in the 
campaign to wipe out double feature 
programs was pledged by Mrs. Leo 
P. Hedges, motion picture chairman 
of the California Parent-Teacher or- 
ganizations, in a wire to Bob Poole, 
executive secretary of Pacific Coast 
conference of Independent Theatre 
Owners. 

Four-hour programs, the telegram 
said, are unsuitable for children, fa- 
tiguing to working people and cause 
antagonism to the picture industry. 


A. & C. SET DOWN FOR 
ROUGH WRITING AT U 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Abbott and Costello are set down 
|for a week on ‘Ride ’em Cowboy,’ 
| but not for rough riding. Picture is 











with dis- | being held in the corral for seven 


days while the writers are using a 
curry comb on the story. 

Another difficulty is to find 10 
cowgirls who can double in bathing 
suits. New starting date is June 30. 





The Boys Get Dunned 


Philadelphia, June 24. 

When Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- 
tello returned to town last week for 
@ personal in connection with the 
opening of their ‘In the Navy,’ town 
folk flocked around the comics, who 
stepped from the Shubert theatre 
burley shows here to the radio and 
then to the flicker factories. How- 
ever, not all the well-wishers flocked 
around for autographs. One who 
didn’t was Johnny Murray, newsie 
who used to serve the zanies with 
newspapers and magazines at the 
Shubert. He had a little bill for 
$4.35 which they had overlooked. 

Newsie not only got the amount 
due, but a handsome tip also. 





Jane Wins Her Star 





Cowdin pointed out that the new | 
loan expands as well as consolidates ! 
credit facilities available to the com- 
pany. 





Hollywood, June 24. 
Jane Frazee soars into stardom in 
‘Sing Another Chorus’ at Universal 
Musical was recently completed 
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WB's ‘Underground 


and MG's ‘Face 


Press-Books Depart From Stereo 








By JOHN C. FLINN 

Departure from stereotyped, con- 
ventional press-book campaigns is 
one of the innovations already 
effective in the advertising and pub- 
licity departments of the major com- 
panies as result of exhibitor demand 
for better selling copy. Probability 


also that some of the companies will 
adopt generally a policy of issuing 
supplementary press books after first 
run showings is being discussed in 
home offices. 

Warners has produced an entirely 
different kind of advance press book 
for ‘Underground,’ using a new for- 
mat, easier in handling, and contain- 
ing a wider variety of newspaper 
stories than usually prepared for 
theatre accounts. The effort is 
directed to make the material useful 
to subsequent runs, as well as initial 
showings. The advertising layouts 
suggest a wide range of copy sizes. 
The exploitation section emphasizes 
promotional material within the cost 
and time range of smaller houses. 


Metro during the week mailed a 
post-card to every theatre in the 
country that has not yet played ‘A 
Woman’s Face,’ starring Joan Craw- 
ford, calling attention to the avail- 
ability at Metro exchanges of a 
supplementary press-sheet, which is 
a marked reversal, in point of ad- 
vertising attack, from the earlier 
book. “fo those who have not yet 
played ‘A Woman's Face,’ is the 
salutation, followed by, ‘A brand new 
showmanship campaign is getting re- 
markable -business wherever it is 
used.’ 

Basis of the campaign is a forth- 
right pictorial display of Miss Craw- 
ford as she appears in the earlier 
scenes of the film showing her badly 
distorted features. All the sub- 
eaptions of the advertising refer to 
the star as ‘the scarred-face she- 
devil.’ 


That the Metro organization takes 
its own suggestions seriously is evi- 
denced by the fact that the new cam- 
paign is being used in New York cur- 
rently with the second-run engage- 
ment of the picture at Loew’s State. 
The earlier campaign used at the 
Capitol discreetly shielded the facial 
disigurements of the star. 


SPECIAL CINEMA FOR 
HAY-FEVER SNIFFERS 


Detroit, June %4. 

Designed for the hay-fever victims 
who frequent Michigan’s northwoods 
in the summertime, The Pines, 500-- 
seat pie theatre which is a combina- 
tion Swiss chalet-woodsman’s cabin, 
has been put up near Houghton 
Lake, important resort center, by W. 
James and George Olson, pioneer up- 
state showmen. Despite rustic ap- 
pearance of the house, the two op- 
erators have put in metropolitan 
cinema conveniences including spe- 
cial cushioned and staggered seating 
arrangements but the emphasis is 
being placed on the aid conditioning 
which also contains a ‘de-pollenizer’ 


device for the relief of the hay fever 
victims. 


Michigan draws heavily from such 
sufferers from nearby States in the 
hay-fever season with even such 
metropolitan centers as Detroit ad- 
vertising that they have special air- 
conditioning which affords relief. 
However, the classy new out-State 
theatre was designed especially to 
attract this biz and probably will be 
followed by more houses to draw the 
achoo trade in the woods sections. 











Blue-Printing Defense 


Moves on Celluloid 
Hollywood, June 24. 

Toppers in the Army, Navy and 
mechanical departments of the na- 
tional defense program appear in a 
two-reeler at Metro, tracing the 
problems and future plans of Amer- 
ica’s military preparations, under 


* production of Edward L. Cahn, who 


returned last week from conferences 
in Washington. 


Included in the picture are shots 
of General George C. Marshall, 
chief of staff, Admiral H. R. Stark, 
chief of naval operations, and Wil- 
liam S. Knudsen, director general 
of manufacturing operations. 


A 


Safety Short In Tieup 
With Parent-Teachers 


Chicago, June 24. 

One of the rare instances of ex- 
ploitation for a short has been ac- 
complished here by Bill Bishop, 
Metro press chief in this territory. 
For the Our Gang short of ‘One, 
Two, Three,’ which deals with traffic 
and children, Bishop arranged tie- 
ups with the Chicago Safety Council, 
Parents-Teachers Ass’n, etc. 


Metro tells these organizations 
when and where this short is play- 
ing and they contact their mem- 
bership lists to get all possible kids 
to attend. 


Courtney Converts 
Canada Victory Loan 
-B.0. Poison to Benefit 


Halifix, N. S., June 24. 


Boxoffice poison everywhere else 
was converted into boxoffice tonic 
in Halifix. And, all due to the show- 
manship of a theatre manager. Vic- 
tory Loan parades have been held in 
every city and town in-Canada, and 
at night—with theatre business tak- 
ing it heavily on the button. 


T. J. Courtney, manager of the 
Casino, and secretary-treasurer of the 
Allied Exhibitors’ Association, was 
civilian co-odinator for the Halifax 
demonstration. He booked the par- 
ade for the morning, attracting many 
thousands of people from outlying 
towns and villages into Halifax, and 
filling the theatres for the afternoon 
and night, following the procession. 
Every theatre participated in the 
S.R.O patronage. About 60,000 
watched the parade and about 10,000 
took part. 


Courtney went showmanly on the 
bond sales angle. He borrowed a 
half dozen army trucks, plastered 
them with advertising, parked each 
at a busy traffic corner, with men 
and women as sellers, and brought 
the loan campaign right into the 
heart of. things. The response was 
excellent. 


The Casino shifted from Famous 
Players-Canadian to Odeson recently 
and with Courtney a holdover as 
manager. He succeédéd the late R. 
J. Macadam, a pioneer exhibitor, 
who died last winter, and who had 
been owner as well as longtime man- 
ager, 


WB CANADIAN SALES 
CONVENSH JULY 15-16 


Toronto, June 24. 
Wolfe Cohen, Canadian manager 
for Warner Bros., will hold a Ca- 
nadian sales convention in Montreal 
July 15-16, just before the national 
convention scheduled for Chicago 
tentatively July 28. 


Cohen had been in New York to 
confer on plans regarding the Ca- 
nadian sales confab. This conven- 
tion will bring Grad Sears and 
other home office officials to Mon- 
treal as well as branch managers 
and salesmen from all parts of 
Canada. 

















Femme Exhib, May Quirk, 
Salvoed for Ad Campaign 


One of the few women exhibitors 

in the country has been singled out 
for special commendation and prize 
award by Metro for the advertising 
and exploitation job she promoted 
successfully for ‘Land of Liberty.’ 
Newest winner of the honor roll 
award is May Quirk, operator of the 
Victoria, Mt. Carmel, Pa. Ed Gall- 
ner, field exploitation man working 
under William Ferguson, submitted 
Miss Quirk’s campaign, for which 
she has received the customary silver 
button, 
Most effective exploitation used 
was an ¢ say writing contest in the 
city’s high schools which was en- 
dorsed by the local school board. 
She also persuaded the mayor to 
issue a proclamation designating 
‘Land of Liberty Days.’ To round 
out the patriotic appeal, the school 
band, and the color guard of the 
Boys Scouts appeared at perform- 
ances, 








Too Realistic 





Philadelphia, June 24. 
Hi Shapiro, manager of Wil- 
liam Goldman’s Terminal, hired 
a guy recently to dress up in 
khaki for an exploitation stunt 
in connection with the showing 
of Universal’s ‘Buck Privates.’ 
On the day before the show's 
opening the guy called Shapiro 
and said he couldn’t make it. He 
had to appear before his draft 
board to be inducted. 


Philly Daily’s oY 
‘Movie Vacation 
Promotion Ads 


Series of Philadelphia Bulletin ads 
promoting theatres as ‘vacation’ re- 
sorts has attracted considerable in- 
terest in the film industry and among 


other newspapers seeking to hyp» 
their amusement lineage. Sheet is 
providing proofs of the series to 

















pected the ads may be run in a num- 
ber of other cities. 

Written by George T. Eager, of 
the Bulletin promotion department, 
ads promote the idea: ‘You'll find 
that short vacations at the movies 
will rest and relax you in mind and 
body...and tide you and your fam- 
ily over until you can get away for 
your long vacation. Why not try a 
movie vacation today. On page 5 
of today’s Bulletin you'll find the 
most convenient listing of the of- 
ferings of the neighborhood and 
downtown theatres.’ 


BOSTON GAGS NG IN 
CLEVELAND, MGR. TOLD 


Cleveland, June 24. 
‘Don’cha know yuh gotta hava a 
city permit to pull off street pub- 








corny ones ain’t gonna get you a 
green light here?’ barked a cop at 
three ushers in Marx Bros. costumes 
who were staging a ‘Big Store’ stunt 
for Loew’s State last week. 

Trio dressed as Chico, Harpo and 
Groucho got away with it for one 
hour, pushing hand-trucks through 
downtown section. Boxes on the 
carts bore such gag placards as ‘Step 
Into Our Lingerie Department’ and 
‘Howl with the Marxes in the Bed 
Department.’ 


Then the law, as expected, swooped 
down on the parading ushers. 
Bundled into a squad-car, they were 
yanked down to the hoosegow along 
with Maurice Drucker, State’s new 
house manager. Coming recently 
from Boston, where anything goes, 
Drucker told the judge with a 
straight face that it was the first 
street stunt he staged here and that 
he didn’t know about ordinance 
making a permit necessary. Look- 
ing at him suspiciously, judge re- 
leased him saying, ‘Just remember 
this—we won’t take any Boston gags 
and we don’t like having our leg 
pulled, Mister.’ 





WRONG ‘JOHN DOE’ 


Bill Brumberg’s Exploitation Brain- 
storm Pancakes in Detroit 








Detroit, June 24. 
Elated to find that Detroit was one 
of the five cities in the country with 
a real John Doe, Bill Brumberg, ex- 
ploitation man for Warner Bros. on 
‘Meet John Doe,’ leaped to the op- 
portunity and the telephone. 


‘Hello,’ he said, ‘I’m Bill Brumberg 
of Warner Pictures.’ 


‘So what,’ said the real Mr. Doe. 


‘Weil, we got a terrific film pro- 
duction coming to the Michigan next 
week called ‘Meet John Doe.’ 


‘So what, again’ roared Mr. D. 

‘Well, I thought because of the 
similarity of names——.’ * 

‘Nuts to you,’ replied the real Mr. 
Doe. ‘My name goes on about half 
the warrants that are issued. My 
body is always laying in a morgue. 
I’m named in divorce scandals. Now 
you got my name on a movie. It’s 
probably a stinker and I’m damned 
tired of it all,’ 

Brumberg was sorry he’d ever had 
the brainstorm. 





papers requesting them and it is ex- |- 


licity gags in Cleveland, and that|- 





Carolina Exhib Convention's Big 
Schedule; Key City Pix Briefs 





Spartanburg, S. C., June 24. 

Heaviest program in years con- 
fronts annual convention of North 
and South Carolina theatre owners 
June 29-30 at Myrtle Beach, S. C. 
Sunday pix, state’s huge soldiers- 
seamen amusement problem, national 
defense and old problem of block- 
booking all set for discussion. Ed 
Kuykendall, MPTOA prexy, will 
speak. C. M. Arrington, Rocky 
Mount, N. C., is president. 

Advertising budgets of Charleston 
and Columbia houses estimated 
upped 20%, due to large amount of 
Sunday space used since houses went 
on seven-day schedule recently. This, 
plus large charity splits from Sun- 
day takes, leaves grosses close to 
former totals. 

Wilby-Kincey’s $65,000 Palmetto 
scheduled for July opening here. 
House, W-K’s fourth local, seats 900. 
R. B. Talbert is city manager. 

Remodeling of Arcadia, Savannah, 
will make house one of most modern 
in city, F. & W. Amus. Co., operators, 
announce. Layout leased to. them 
this spring. 

Bijou Amus. 
house for Negro trade here. 
named Ritz, will cost $19,000. : 

Theatres in Canton, Waynesville, 
Sylva, Bryson City and Murphy, 
N. C., scheduled for blow, due to an- 
nouncement by Southern Railway of 
intention to file application with 
state utilities commission to discon- 
tinue passenger train service on its 
Asheville - Murphy system, which 
serves these towns. Since railroad 
is also tourist carrier, dope is that 
theatres, hotels, auto courts, etc., on 
route would suffer. All of towns and 
cities involved are large. 


Co. readying new 
House 





Boston Variety’s Golfery 

Boston tent of the Variety Club 
held its first annual golf and lawn 
party at the Pinebrook Valley Coun- 
try Club, Weston, Mass., Monday 
(23). 

Martin J. Mullin, of M & P the- 
atres, presided, some 250 attending. 
An automobile was raffled off among 
other prizes. 





“More Buffalo Building 
Buffalo, June 24. 

Ryan Bros. operators of the Burg, 
Trumansburg, acquired site for new 
nabe in Ithaca to be opened this fall. 
Joseph and Gerald Engel erecting 
new theatre at Plains, Pa., to open 
in September. 

Hemlock, Hemlock, closed for 
summer by O. K. Westbrook. 

East, East Syracuse, operated by 
Al Dibello, will remain closed until 
Sept. 1. 

Robert Shark of Shea’s Buffalo, 
elected v.p. of Classics Club, Uni- 
versity of Buffalo. 

George Maurer and Milton Oehler, 
formerly of Shea’s Buffalo service 
staff, made manager and assistant 
respectively at Bellevue, Niagara 
Falls. 

Ruth Drescher succeeding Mar- 
garet Adrian in Shea’s Buffalo audit- 
ing department. 

Charles Boasberg, RKO division 
manager, and his bride, spent few 
days with his family in Buffalo. 

New Amherst theatre (Dipson) 
theatre 1,400, under way; opening 
scheduled for Sept. 1. 

Max Roth, manager Warners 
Buffalo branch, back on job after 
several days in the General Hospital. 

Havens, Olean, reopened by War- 
ner Bros. 

Shea’s North Park undergoing al- 
terations, including new marquee 
and modern air conditioning. 

Ralph Schwartzmeier, former as- 
sistant service chief at Shea’s Hipp, 
now chief of service at Shea’s 
Buffalo. 

Sodus, Sodus, will be enlarged and 
a cooling system installed by Slotnick 
Enterprises, Inc., under management 
of Morris Koffsky. 

Basil Bros. erecting new nabe at 
Kenmore and Colvin, seating 1,000; 
ready Labor Day. 

Schine reported erecting new the- 
atre at Medina to be named the 
Center, town’s second house 





Farewelling Barney Rose 
San Francisco, June 24. 

Virtually all of Frisco’s- film row 
turned out to give Barney Rose, Uni- 
versal exchange manager, a big send- 
off Friday evening (20) in honor of 
his transfer to Chicago. Boys tossed 
a dinner party in Hotel St. Francis, 
with Joe Blumenfeld, Phil Phillips 
and Mike Newman in charge. Rose 
was given a complete luggage outfit 
as a going-away token and George 
Bole of the Golden Gate brought 
along the Andrews Sisters, currently 
personaling at the house, 





Fast Strike Out 
Hollywood, June 24, 

New record for short strikes was 
registered by truck drivers for the 
Goldberg Delivery Service — 60 
minutes flat during lunch hour. 

Goldberg delivers films to picture 
houses in the Los Angeles district on 
the dot. Otherwise there would be 
halts between the two features and 
whatno Sitdown would have 
ruined the. afternoon’ programs in 





several neighborhood theatres around 
Los Angeles. Problem, involving the 
weight of freight on trucks, was 
solved during lunch hour, and every- 
body went back to work at one 
o’clock, without any loss of business, 





Kramer Theatre’s Jam 
Detroit, June 24. 

Possession of the 1-500-seat 
Kramer theatre here seems a ques- 
tion that will have to be decided by 
the U. S. Supreme Court. Case is 
headed on its way there following 
an appeal from the Federal court 
here which will be heard by the 
Court of Appeals which already has 
issued a temporary stay of decree, 

Suit was originally brought by Ben 
Cohen and Irving Shevlin, operators 
of “the Kramer, who were seeking a 
reduced rental on charges the house 
had been remodeled in a fashion 
which failed to serve its best in- 
terests. Herman Kramer, son of the 
original owner, retaliated with the 
charge that the two operators hav 
failed to follow a policy which would 
insure the. house success, Federa 
Judge Edward J. Moinet not only 
sided with Kramer’s views but 
awarded him $4,000 damages. 

With Cohen and Shevlin threatened 
with loss of the house, the Federal 
Court of Appeals not only issued a 
temporary stay of the decree but also 
of the receivership order which was 
to protect the interests of the 
Kramer family until they obtained 
possession. Kramer now intends to 
ask for a full receivership to manage 
the house during the hearing of the 
appeal. 





Arthur Cooper’s War Duties 
Charlottetown, P. E. I., June 24, 
Arthur Cooper, who has seen lon 
service as manager of the Capito 
and Prince Edward, Spencer houses 
here, is on special duty with the 
Canadian army as a major. He is 
assigned to arranging and directing 
entertainments for army camps, gar- 
risons, forts, training centers, in 

Nova Scotia. 





Wage Increases 
Philadelphia, June 24. 

Personnel of the Stanley-WB the- 
atres here, from assistant manager 
down to cleaners, get a salary hike 
with the signing of a new labor con- 
tract with the Theatre Employees 
Union, Local B-100, IA. Old binder 
expired first of year and strike was 
threatened on several occasions. IA 
nixed walkout. New contract, which 
went into effect this week, covers the 
next two years and nine months but 
is not retroactive. Pay boost on a 
complicated sliding scale that goes 
up to 10% based on length of serv- 
ice with the circuit in terms of one, 
two and three years or more. 

Union members WB ~- employees 
only and considered an IA orphan, 
organized when the CIO started up 
and threatened to organize ushers. 
Labor organizers, claiming AFL sup- 
port, are making slow progress in 
trying to organize a competitive 
union at the indie houses. 

Samuel Varbalow to add a new 
house to his territorial string. Enter- 
taining bids to convert an old bank 
building in Camden, N. J., into a 
deluxer to be known as the Walnut. 

John Monroe, Forepaughs op and 
Variety Club officer, ailing at the 
Abjngton Memorial Hospital. Abe 
Resnick, Hamilton manager, also 
hospitalized, for appendix scissoring. 

Bergin, assistant manager at 
Center, and Vharley Goltzer, ditto at 
Palace, swapped places. 

Charlie Stiefel shuttering his Regis 
July 5 for hot months. 

Harold Bortz, chief projectionist 
at the Cinema, Allentown, Pa., taken 
to the hospital suffering from a heart 
attack. Michael Stengle, chief pro- 
jectionist at the Allen in the same 
city, back at the machine after hos- 
pitalized for an infected hand. 

Ronnie Moray, manager of WB 333, 
—e his bags for Chicago vaca- 
ion. 

Sam Rosen, Monogram branch 
manager, member of the Camden 
home defense police. 

Henry Friedman, operator of the 
suburban Lansdowne, promoted a 
Wheaties truck to pick up old maga- 
zines collected at the theatre for the 
boys at Fort Dix. 

Morris Wax, indie circuit operator, 
bagged a buy in being the highest 
bidder at a public auction for a 
Wynnfield manse. 

Nice gesture on part of Herb Pin- 
cus, manager of the Mayfair, giving 
$100 to a local playground fund. 

Raymond Rendleman, after eight 
years with Stanley-Warner, resigned 
as assistant manager of the Lindley 
to become manager of the Fern Rock, 
indie house owned by Herbert J. 
Elliott. 





Deason’s Shift 
Tyler, Texas, June 24. 
A. D. Deason, manager of the 
Wichita, Wichita Falls, Texas, named 
manager of the Tyler and Liberty 
here. Replacing Deason at the Wich- 
ita is Charlie Snyder of the Majestic, 
Wichita Falls. Van Roberts goes 
from here to Wichita Falls replacing 
Synder. All are Interstate houses. 
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First Hot Spell Slows Up Chi Biz; 
‘John Doe’ Mild $30,000, ‘Kid’ Fair 126, 
Dive-Vaude 166; ‘Navy Big 3d Week 








Chicago, June 24. | 
Thermometer skyrocketed towards | 
the end of the week and, as usual, | 
the first real hot spell of the year | 
dented theatre grosses a bit. In a. 
week or so the populace will be fully | 
acclimated to the 90-degree tempera- | 
ture and will be anxious to get into!) 
some air-conditioned theatre. But, 
just now the boxoffice tide is mowes, 
up. 
There is not much of new interest | 
to entice the downtown fans any-| 
way. Most of the strong pictures are 
holdovers and they are weakened | 
considerably by the length of the’ 
runs. New entries are ‘John Doe’ in 
the Chicago and ‘Billy the Kid’ at | 
the Roosevelt. State-Lake has 
‘Power Dive’ for the first loop show- 
ing but this film is day-and-dating 
with the nabes. State-Lake is having 
a good money session currently, with 
the picture a draw in this house and 
the stage appearances of Victor Mc- 
Laglen and Joan Abbott. 


Palace continues with its power 
money-run of ‘In the Navy’ and 
‘Tight Shoes.’ Sent away in bang-up 
shape by the local RKO mob, this 
combination is running in its third 
week and still a high coin getter. 

RKO is also pounding away with 
‘Kane’ at the Woods. Plenty of 
— on special ducats and such 

managing to keep this going. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). In fifth 
week in loop and second week here. 
Will take $5,000, fine, following ex- 
cellent $6,600 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Doe’ (WB) and stage show. Picture 
has been kept out of this house too 
long, and comes in after the force of 
national publicity has been spent. 
Just ambling at $30,000. Last week, | 
‘Lisbon’ (Par), with the Glenn Miller 
orchestra on stage, was sharp winner 
at $44,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Lisbon’ (Par). Moved here from 
the Chicago and headed for oke 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par), 
took fair enough $3,800. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Cheyenne’ (U). House settling into 
a groove and currently is mild at 
$7,000. Last week was under this 
fair mark at $6,100 for ‘Sea Wolf’ 
(WB) and ‘Devil, Miss Jones’ (RKO). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
(3d wk). With management keeping 
up the terrific advertising pounding, 
this combination continues to coin 
money, $12,000 in third week, after 
drumming up a nifty $15,300 last 
week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). Started well 
and looks for some money at $12,000 
for initial session. Last week, ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th), finished good three- 
week stay to $8,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) and_ vaude. 
Victor McLaglen and Joan Abbott 
headlining on stage. Pleasant money 
at $16,000. Last week, ‘Girl, Gob’ 
(RKO) wasn’t as important as the 
Ted Fio-Rito orchestra on stage for 
the bang-up $16,700. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Men Boys Town’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Not as big a picture 
as the original ‘Boys Town’ but still 
going along all right. Satisfactory 
$12,000, after bringing home good 
$15,700 last week. 

Woods -(Essaness) (1.200: 50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (7th wk). 
Plenty of assistance from the RKO 
merchandising and exploitation de- 
ete on special-rate ducats 

ping this going and holding up to 
$8,000, 2 . : yen 
week, 





following good $9,100 





‘Kid’ $12,000, ‘Lisbon’ 
10G in Summery Cincy 


‘ies Cincinnati, June 24. | 
Billy the Kid’ is the b.o. fronter 
Currently with a good Albee mark. 
Next best is ‘One Night in Lisbon’ 
with a fair Palace figure. Only other 
fresh release is ‘Her First Beau,’ 
which is mild for Keith’s. Trade in 
general is holding even with last 
week’s summer par take. 
Estimates for This Week 
; Albee RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) — 
nly Kid {M-G). Good $12,000. 
week, ‘Sunny’ ( : ight 
$11,000. y’ (RKO), all righ 
gc @Pitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
Sunny’ (RKO). Moveover from 
Albee for second week. Fair $4,208. 


Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d 
run), mild $3,600. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 


Naval Academy’ (Col) and ‘Missing , 
en Days’ (Col), split with ‘Sing | 
About’ (Ind) and ‘Timberlands’ (U). 
Seasonal $1,800. Last week, ‘Black 
Cat’ (U) and ‘First Romance’ (Mono), | 


divided with ‘Under Age’ (Col) and 
‘King Zombies’ (Mono), good $2,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘In Navy’ (U). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. Fair $4,200. 
Last week, ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), 
poor $3,200. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘First Beau’ (Col). Fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (reissue), 
excellent $5,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (revival). 
Switched from Keith’s for second 
week. Good $4,000. Last -week, 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), second week 
and fourth week on main line, strong 


$3,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U), okay $10,- 


800. 





Heat Puts Crimp In 


Wash.; ‘Man Hunt’-‘Heat’ 
Unit 186, ‘Lisbon’ 1526 


Washington, June 24. 


Summer weather has arrived and 
grosses are drooping quietly the way 
the natives do when the heat hits 
this town. ‘Man Hunt,’ plus tab ver- 
sion of ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ at 
Capitol, getting the adult trade and 
managing to hold the lead but not 
spectacular. ‘Night in Lisbon,’ at 
Earle, and ‘Love Crazy,’ at Palace, 
are in sort of desultory battle for 
second place spot. 

Disappointment is ‘Sunny,’ which 
couldn’t stand the gaff and gives 
way after only six days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capito! (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th), plus _ tab 
‘Crazy with Heat’ on stage. Combo’s 
getting no kiddie trade. but it’s in 
the lead with good $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) can 
thank Jimmy Dorsey’s band for an 
excellent $20,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d run). 
surprised somewhat by leaping to 
good $5,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par), plus. stage 
shows. Struggling, but no better 
than fair $15,500. Last week, ‘Knew 
Answers’ (Col), just fair $16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO). But not so sunny at 
b.o., closing tonight (Wednesday) 
after six poor days, $6,500. Last 
week, ‘New Orleans’ (U), managed 
with middling $7,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Shining Victory’ (WB). Louis- 
Conn fight special helping this one 
to good $5,500. Last week, ‘Wagons 





Roll’ (WB) came through all right 
with $5,200. 

National (1,300; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th wk). 


Held over after announcement that 
last week was its final boosted biz. 
But heat now is hitting it in non- 
aircooled house, slipping to $7,500. 
Last week was consistent, with good 
$9.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (MG). Improvement 
on this spot’s recent weeks, but only 
fair $15,000. Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th), died with a poor $13,000. 


SUMMER SLUMP SLUGS 
BUFF; ‘STORE’ MILD 106 


Buffalo, June 24 

Wickets at main stem houses are 
taking on a distinctly hot weather 
aspect.. ‘Big Store’ is head of the 
heap but not so much, and only miki. 
‘Navy’ in its second frame is running 
close behind, with the leagth of its 
stay still preblematical. ‘Man Hunt’ 
and ‘Broadway Limited’ at the Hip 
look like staunch items, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,560; 35-55)—‘Bi 
Store’ (M-G) and ‘Power Dive 
(Par). Not too forte at probably 
over $10,000. Last week, ‘Night Lis- 
bon’ (Par) and ‘Get-Away’ (M-G), 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA). Should top pleasing 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Wagons Roil’ (WB), 
under hopes but fair enough around 
$7,000. a 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Night 
Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Get-Away’ (M-G) 
(2d run). Indications for mildish 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) and ‘Wore Crutches’ (20th) 
(2d run), lagged under $5,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘In Navy’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Mr. 
Dynamite’ (U). Roaring along under 
forced draft to better $9,000. Last 








‘dipped to lean $8,500. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 26 
Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
(7th wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(33d wk). 
Capitol—‘Big Store’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 18) 


(UA) 


Criterion—‘In the Navy’ (U) 
(3d wk). 

Globe — ‘Underground’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ (M-G). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(9th wk). 

Paramount — ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par) (25). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 28) 

Rialto—‘Tight Shoes’ (U) (2d 
wk). 

Roxy—Man Hunt’ (20th) (3d 
wk). 

Strand—‘Out of the Fog’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 


Week of July 3 


Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(2). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(34th wk). 

Capitol—They Met in Bombay’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G). 

Globe — ‘Underground’ 
(3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount — ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Riaito—‘Hit the Road’ (U). 

Roxy — ‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th) (4). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 18) 

Strand—‘Manpower’ (WB) (4). 


the 


(WB) 


(WB) 








week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ 
(U), trapped over smacking $15,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) (2d run) 
and Louis-Conn fight films. Prob- 
ably ordinary $6,000. Last week 
(30-55), ‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO) 
and Bill Robinson on stage, oke 
$10,000. 


Strong Films Offset 
Boston’s Heat; ‘Face’ 
24G H.0. in Two Spots 


Boston, June 24. 


Proof that good product can offset 
bad weather is seen here this week 
with ‘In the Navy’ holding over at 
Keith Memorial, ‘Woman’s_ Face’ 
ditto at Loew’s Orpheum and State, 
and ‘Caught in Draft’ drawing 
staunch trade for its third week in 
town, continuing at the Paramount 
and Fenway after two stanzas at the 
Metropolitan. The heat-wave that 
pounced on the openings in the cur- 
rent week cost the film houses a few 
grand, but dented the stands playing 
weak product mostly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-28-44) 
—Hit Road’ (U) (lst run) and 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (reissue) 
with Louis-Conn fight pix, four days; 
and ‘Double Date’ (U) and ‘Queen 
Penthouse’ (Col) (both 2d run), 
three days, marking time at $4,000 
pace. Last week ‘Hello Sucker’ (U) 
and ‘Missing Ten Days’ (Col), four 








days; and ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
and ‘Model Wife’ (Mono) (both 2d 


run), three days, $4,100. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) (both continued 
from two weeks at Met), $6,000 gait, 


big. Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) 
and ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB), 
$6,200. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55)—In Navy’ (U) and ‘Young 
Lady’ (20th) (holdovers), heading 
for good $14,000. Same bil] socked 
through with $23,500 last week. 


44-55)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB),  disap- 
pointing $12,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and ‘Magic 
Music’ (Par), holdover, $18,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), holdover, 
still strong at $15,000. First week 
this combo drew $22,000, very good. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) (both continued 
from two weeks at Met), indicating 
socko $9,000. Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ 
(WB) and ‘Affectionately Yeurs’ 
(WB), $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-30-44-55) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA) (holdover) will 
draw around $9,000, satisfactory. Ini- 
tial week, $16,000, very strong. 


Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Mutiny Arctic’ (U) (ist run) 
and ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) (reis- 


sue), taking tepid $2,200. Last week 
‘Larceny Street’ (Indie) and ‘Jungle 








Love’ (Par) (reissue), $2,000. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,867; 26-39- | 








| ‘Black 








Heat Socks New B'way Films; ‘Fog’ 
Plus Lombardo $23,500, ‘Answers 
Blah 046; Lisbon’ 346 Leads H.0.s 
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NO INDPLS. JITTERS 


‘Kid’ 





Swell $10,000; ‘Thieves’ Plus 
Ted Fio-Rito, $9,500 





Indianapolis, June 24. 

No evidence of the June Jitters 
here this week with three downtown 
houses dividing coin which during 
the spring season was split five ways, 
two theatres having shuttered for 
the summer. Loew’s is out front 
strong with ‘Billy the Kid’ dualled 
with ‘Broadway Limited.’ Circle is 
only average with ‘Sunny,’ helped 
by the Louis-Conn fight pictures. 
Lyric is slightly in the black with 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ and Ted Fio-Rito 
orch on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and Louis-Conn 
fight pic, mild $6,000. Last week, 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sale’ (20th) good $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
— ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA) good $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (Col) (2d wk), nice $7,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
‘Thieves Fall’ (WB) plus Ted Fio- 
Rito orch on stage, fair $9,500. ast 
week, ‘Angels Wings’ (Rep) and Ted 
Lewis orch, good $12,500. 





Car Giveaway Heips 
Seattle; ‘Kid’ Great 
$9,800, ‘Lisbon’ 76 


Seattle, June 24. 
Big first runs are sporting new 
bills, and with the baseball team 
rained out several nights, business 
has perked up. Liberty is doing okay 
with ‘She Knew All the Answers.’ 


Fifth will do fine with ‘Night in 
Lisbon,’ while ‘Billy the Kid’ is great 
at the Paramount. Car giveaway at 
leading first-run houses helping 
grosses. 

Paramount looks for a winner in 

Roosevelt is finding ‘In the Navy’ 
hot enough for a fourth week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) and ‘I'll Wait’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.), hot from Fifth, indicated $3,- 
700, big. Last week (21-35) ‘Lone- 
some Pine’ (Par) and ‘Cat Canary’ 
(Par) (2d run), weak at $1,700. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 21-35)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB) (2d run), plus Louis-Conn 
films, $3,800 in nine days, swell. Last 
week ‘Dictator’ (UA) plus ‘Great Lie’ 
(WB) (2d run) garnered big $2,900. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
50)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Scat- 
tergood Strings’ (RKO), anticipated 
$7,000, good. Last week ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for You’ 
(M-G), $7,700, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Dared 
Not Love’ (Col). Nice campaign for 
former, and looks like hig $6,000. 
Last week ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) 
and ‘Big Boss’ (Col) (3d wk.), oke 
$4,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50) 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Cowboy 
and Blonde’ (20th) (4th wk.), head- 
ing for $2,900, okay on _ sustained 





run. Last week, same films, $3,400, 
big. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 


‘Shining Victory’ (WB), slow $4,500 
in sight Last week ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (WB) and ‘Repent Leisure’ 
(RKO), $3,300, very slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
Cat’ (U) and ‘Too “Many 
Blondes’ (U) plus stage show, climb- 
ing to good $4,500. Last week (35- 
50) ‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep), plus Pol- 
ack Bros. circus accounting for mar- 
velous biz, $7,600. 

Parameunt (H-&) (3,039; 36-40-50) 
—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde In- 
spiration’ (M-G), great $9,800 ex- 
peeted. Last week ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) and ‘Power Dive’ (Par) (2d 
wk.), six days, dipped to mild $3,100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-50) 
—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Vaquero’ (20th) 
(4th wk.) looks to gather flashy $2,500. 
Last week, same films, $3,100, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
‘Adam Sons’ (Col) (2d run), okay 
$2,000. Last week ‘Girl, Gob’ (RKO) 
and ‘So Ends Night’ (UA) (2d run), 
$1,800, slow. 





BLITZING THE BOWERY 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Wallace Fox drew the director job 
on the Sam Katzman production, 
‘Bowery Blitzkreig,’ which rolled to- 
day (Tues.) at Monogram. 
Cecilia Parker and Warren Hull 
head the 


| lers) 


Three-day blistering heat wave, 
which took in the big weekend days, 
sent all business on Broadway 
skidding to low levels. Batch of 
holdovers and not too forte new 
entries didn’t cheer the theatre 
managers either. 

Three newcomers, ‘She Knew All 
the Answers’ at the Music Hall, 
‘Billy the Kid’ at Capitol, and ‘Out 
of the Fog’ at Strand, fared badly. 
Former was an extremely mildish 
$64,000, and stays around only the 
single week. ‘Fog’ proved disap- 
pointing, with Guy ~Lombardo’s 
orchestra credited for bulk of under 
par $23,500. Robert Taylor in his 
outlaw picture, with $17,000, is very 
dull at Capitol. 


Paramount, Roxy and Criterion 


fared best of holdovers. ‘Night in 
Lisbon,’ plus Milton Berle and 
Vincent Lopez, did okay $34,000 on 


second Par session. ‘Man Hunt’ at 
Roxy is pushing along so well with 
$29,000, it may stay a third week. 
‘In the Navy’ is still big in its sec- 
ond week at Criterion, plenty of 
weampum at $15,000, and holds. 


*‘Woman’s Face’ with a fine array 
of vaude including Simone Simon, 
Al Trahan, Paul Haakon and Patricia 
Bowman, is clicking nicely at State 
with $25,000 in sight. Addition of 
Louis-Conn fight films is an extra 
magnet. ‘Citizen Kane,’ which 
dipped in its last session, will con- 
clude run at Palace after the ninth 
week starting tomorrow (Thursday). 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (UA) (1,012: 30-40-55-65)— 
‘Barbara’ (UA) (7th-final week). 
Finished its sixth week with slightly 
over $10,500, okay. ‘Sergt. York’ 


(WB) opens July 2 at $2 roadshow 
scale, 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (33d week). Only dipped 
slightly below $9,500 figure in 32d 
week, virtually the same as preced- 
ing week. Still don’t know when 
film will close because advance sales 
stack up so well. 


Capito] (Loew’s) (4,520: 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G). 
Got full effect of heat wave, and 


likely won’t top $17,000, highly dis- 
appointing. ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
only $15,000 on second session. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,662; 35-44- 
55-75)—‘In Navy’ (U) (3d week). 
Goes into third week today follow- 


ing healthy $15,000 or thereabouts. 
Mighty sweet takings at this the- 
atre, after Abbott-Costello comedy 
had grabbed $25,000 in first stanza. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Underground’ (WB). Happy days 
back at this theatre, with $9,500 in 
sight. Holds for second week at 
least. Last week ‘Broadway Lim- 
ited’ (UA) pretty thin $5,000. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65 - $2.50) —‘Kane’ (RKO) (8th 


week). Only $11,000 or thereabouts, 
sharp dip from recent weeks. Pic- 
ture winds up engagement after 


ninth week, which starts tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 


99)—’Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 
Will Bradiey band, Jane Froman, 
Danny Kaye, others, in person, open 
today (Wednesday). ‘Night in Lis- 


bon’ (Par) and Milton Berle, Vincent 
Lopez orch, others, on stage (2d- 
final week), wound up last night, 
aided by preview of ‘Caught in 
Draft,’ with $34,000, OK consider- 
ing healthy $41,000 in first session. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
(5,960: 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )}—‘She 
Knew All Answers’ (Col) and stage 
show. Not many folks curious about 
this one, with sad $64,000 best in 
view. ‘Sunny’ (RKO) credited with 
$73,000 in previous week. ‘Blossoms 
in Dusk’ 4M-G) opens Thursday. 

Rialto (Mayer) (750: 28-44-55)— 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U) plus Louis-Conn 
pix. Headiug for rousing $9.000 and 
holds second session. ‘Saint’s Vaca- 
tion’ (RKO) meagre $4,500 in previ- 
ous stanza. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Man Hunt’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d week). Held up nicely on the 
holdover, with $29,000 in prospect, 
profitable after strong $44,000 in 
initial session. May stay third week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10 \—“Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and vaude headed by Simone 
Simon, Al Trahan, Paul Haakon- 
Patricia Boweaem, plus fisht pix. 
Traveling at fast pace, with $25.000 
on tap. Last week, ‘Ziezfeid Girl’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Gertrude Nie- 
sen and Hartmans, hit nifty $24,000. 

Strand (WB) (2.767; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and Guy Lom- 
bardo band. Lombardo outfit cred- 
ited with much of $23,506, consider- 
ably under par, but not bad consid- 
ering how remainder of street is this 
week. ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 

















and Les Brown (2d week), sloppy 
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Detroit Feels Defense Coin; ‘Navy 
Slick $20,000, ‘John Doe’ Strong 166 








Detroit, June 24. 

Both the mercury and business 
are soaring here. First week of 
summer is seeing the kinc of trade 
usually registered with the big fall 
product. The nod probably must go 
to the pictures, but exhibitors would 
like to see it as the resumption of | 
that vaunted defense money spend- 
ing in this major armament center. 

Fox will be up there to lead the 
town with Abbott and Costello’s ‘In 
the Navy’ coupled with ‘Her First 
Beau.’ The house still is getting a 
lift with ‘Dr. I. Q.’ packing the Mon- 
day show. Michigan, too, is clicking 
big with ‘John Doe’ and ‘Million 
Dollar Baby.’ Palms-State, in switch- 
ing over the Michigan's duo of last 
week, put strength behind the pair 
with the Louis-Conn fight pictures 
here in the champ’s home town. 

Not going to be caught asleep on 
this Abbott-Costello picture, the Fox 
went all out on exploitation using 
20,000 sample live-saver giveaways, 
heralds in all Liberty magazines 
here, a splash in both radio and 
newspaper campaigns, store-window 
hook-ups, tie-ins with recruiting 
stations, a parade of gobs to the 
theatre for the opening, and such 
added attention-getters as a potato- | 
peeling contest in the lobby and a) 
gob-debutante party. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) | 
—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (4th wk) and 
‘Big Boss’ (Col). Stitl holding up to 
a fair $5,500. Last week ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) (3d wk) and ‘Cowboy Blond’ 
(20th), $6,500, nice in view of the | 
$40,000 garnered by former at Fox. ' 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—In Navy’ (U) and ‘First Beau’ 
(Col). Terrific $20,000 and probable 
holdover. Last week ‘Flame Orleans’ 
(U) and ‘Knew Answers’ (Col), okay 
$15,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘John Doe’ (WB) and 
‘Million -Dollar Baby’ (WB). Big 
$16,000. Last week ‘Night Lisbon’ 
(Par) and ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), neat 
$14,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) 
and ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) plus Louis- 
Conn fight pictures. Hefty $8,000 
built on pair of pictures moved from 
Michigan. Last week ‘Wings’ (Par) 
and ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) (3d 
wk), $7,000, oke. 





K. C. HOLDS RECENT BIZ 
GAINS; ‘DRAFT’ HUGE 116 


Kansas City, June 24. 
Film row is holding the gains of 
the past week or so. ‘Caught in 
Draft’ at the Newman is the best 
new entry, being bolstered by the 
Louis-Conn pictures. ‘Big Store’ is 





the other new picture at the Mid- | 


land, only average Marx Bros. biz. 


. 
| 


; ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). So- 


‘start and 


| $2,500 in sight. 


PORT. BOOSTS SINGLES; 


| second 
|}‘Hamilton Woman’ at Mayfair for 


| Broadway, reports patrons approve 


|50)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) single billed 


| second 
| moved to the Mayfair. 


‘In Navy’ more than measured up | 
to expectations at the Uptown and | 


Esquire, and holds. 

Weather went torrid over 
weekend for first time this year. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire-Uptown (Fox Midwest) 
(820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘In Navy’ 
(U) and “Scotland Yard’ (20th). 
Pair carry into a second week and 
look for good $6,000, excellent after 
first week’s superb $9,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 


the 


‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), repeat, fair 


$4,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Naval} 
Academy’ (Col). Pacing a_ fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Night Lisbon’ 
(Par) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (Par); 
$4.800, satisfactory. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67) — 
‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk). Fair 


enough $5,000 in sight, after a good 
$7,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53) — 
‘People Vs. Kildare’ (M-G) and 


so $3,000 on tap. Last week, ‘Power 
Dive’ (Par) and ‘West with Peppers’ 
(Col), poor $2,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA). Good play from 
should gross a_ sturdy 
$4,500. Last week, repeat of ‘Uncer- 
tain Feeling’ (UA) faded to $1,200. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60) — ‘Circonstances At- 
tenantes’ (2d wk). Poor $800 ahead 
after good $1,300 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—‘Violette Imperiale’ and ‘Con- 
troleur des Wagon-Lits.’ Weak 
Last week, ‘Variete’ 
and ‘Billet de Mille,’ poor $2,300. 





‘KID’ 106, ‘CRAZY’ 96 


Portland, Ore., June 24. 
‘Biliy the Kid’ is banging up good 
biz for the Broadway. ‘Million Dol- 


lar Baby’ is another okay opener at 
Orpheum while ‘Night in Lisbon,’ in 
week at Paramount and 





third week, are good holdovers. 

J. J. Parker, owner_of two major 
houses here, endeavoring to get 
away from B pix, will single feature 
as long as strong product lasts. Bill 
McCurdy, manager of Parker's 


of single features with short sub- 
jects and hopes good pix will justify 
this policy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 


and getting terrific $10,000. Last 
week ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) closed 
week at nice- $4,300, and 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) 
m.o, from Broadway plus Louis- 
Conn films, great $6,500. Last week 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col) (2d wk), okay 
$3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Devil Dogs of Air’ 
(WB) in line for satisfactory $6,700. 
Last week ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Pow- 





er Dive’ (Par), took strong $5,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Night Lisbon’ 
(Par) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and still going well, high $6,100. 
First week, strong $7,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Looks 
like huge $9,000. Last week ‘Wom- 
an’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for You’ 
(M-G) closed second stanza for good 
$7,000. 


Dictator’ Sturdy 106 
Cheers Up Minneapolis, 
Serenade’ Big $10,200 


Minneapolis, June 24. 
Combination of ‘Penny Serenade’ 
and Louis-Conn fight pictures at 
State, and the Orpheum’s ‘Dictator’ 
are brightening up the local box- 
office picture somewhat. Even with- 
out the fight films Grant-Dunne 





Jopus got off to a fine start last 


Thursday, a day ahead of usual 
opening. A brief spell of extreme 
heat slowed up the pace all over, 
but biz is holding up well. 


Long awaited Charlie Chaplin 
production is getting plenty of box- 
office attention, despite few critics’ 
raves. ‘The Eternal Gift,’ which 
films the Catholic solemn Easter 
mass, is the special Century attrac- 
tion and is aided by fhe presence of 
thousands of Eucharistic Congress 
visitors. 


” Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) and ‘Keeping 
Company’ (M-G), first-runs in for 
five days and should deliver satisfac- 
torily to tune of $1,300. ‘Man Mon- 
ster’ (U) and ‘Horror Island (U), 
also first-runs, open Thursday (26). 
Last week ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) 
and ‘Pirate Horseback’ (Par), first- 
runs, split with ‘Mail Train’ (20th) 
and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO), $2,100 in nine 


days. Good. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
39-44)—‘Eternal Gift’ (Indie). This 


special Eucharistic week attraction, a 
filming of the Catholic Easter mass, 
has been indorsed from Catholic pul- 
pits and has the church's full ap- 
proval, attracting many Eucharistic 
Congress visitors. Headed for light 
$2,500. Last week ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
(2d wk), pretty fair $3,600 after nice 
$9,000 first. canto. 
Esquire (Berger) 

‘Too Many Zombies’ 
‘Gang of Mine’ (Mono). Two first- 
runs on way to light $500. Last 
week ‘Forbidden Adventure’ (Indie) 
(2d wk), fair $600. 


Gopher (P-S) (998: 28)—‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ (Par). Well-liked pic- 
ture suitably spotted, but gets only 
light $1,500 and out after five days. 
Last week ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), 
$3,300, okay. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44) — 
‘Dictator’ (UA). Had to wait a long 
time for this one. This delay plus 
substantial amount of publicity film 
has garnered is bringing ’em in even 


(290: . 15-20)— 
(Mono) and 





Heat Blasts Philly 





‘Lisbon’ Par $13,500; ‘Rhythm’-Armstrong $18,500, 
‘Navy’ Neat 15G on Holdover 





though critics were luke-warm. Ex- 
ploited as ‘road show attraction at 
regular prices. Boxcffice opening 
at 9:30 a. m., two and half hour 
earlier than ordinarily. Stretching 
toward big $10,000, and will hold a 


second week. Last week ‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ (WB), $4,000, disap- 
pointing. 

State (P-S) (2,300: 28-39-44)— 


‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and Louis- 
Conn fight films. Plenty of grease 
for the turnstiles here. Fight pic- 
tures came in second day (20). Much 
praise heaped on feature and consid- 
erable interest in championship bout. 
Fine $10,200 in eight days in pros- 
pect. Last week ‘Night Lisbon’ 
(Par), seven days, $6,100; fairly good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). First neigh- 
borhood showing and given extra 
heavy advertising. ~ooks like good 
$2,500. Last week ‘Great Lie’ (WB), 
$2,300, okeh for first nabe showing. 

World (Par-Steffes) (28-39-44-55) 
—Night Lisbon’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State and hitting 
it up at fair $1,200 pace. Last week 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d wk), 
fair $1,500 after poor $4,500 first 
week at State. 


£ 


L’VILLE BUCKS HEAT 


Strong Pix Not Affected—‘Kid’ 
Splendid $8,500, ‘Lisbon’ $7,500 











Louisville, June 24. 

Hot weather is here, but biz at 
downtown houses is holding up in 
some spots, sagging in others. Heat 
is not the nemesis it has been in 
former years because all houses are 
air-conditioned. Outdoors _ sports, 
night baseball and the like are get- 
ting share of patronage, but film 
theatres - are not suffering when 
product is top-notch. ‘Billy the Kid’ 
is best on stem to lead the way. 
Louis-Conn fight pix combined with 
a good dual bill are doing okay at 
Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Love Crazy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col). Bill Powell 
shenanigans drawing ‘em in on 
moveover, after swell week at 
Loew’s State. Looks like profitable 
$2,800. Last week ‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G), 
mildish- $1,700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Girl Gob’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Night Train’ (U) 
and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), strong 
lineup, indicates good $1,500. Last 
week ‘Lady Eve’ (Par) and ‘Topper 


Returns’ (UA) managed all right 
$1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—Billty Kid’ (M-G) and 


(Continued on page 21) 








NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 





—‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie So- | 


ciety’ (Col) doubled. ‘Blondie’ film 
is getting its world preem here, and 
Penny Singleton is making personal 
appearances on opening two days. 
Combo getting better than average 
play, $8,700. Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), 
held for a second week, good $8,000. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) 
opened Wednesday and later was 


a by Louis-Conn fight pictures. 
ope picture was doing all right by 
itself and combo 
strength. $11,000, very big, and cer- 
tain to be extended. Last week, 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) new film was 
tied to ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par), hold- 
Over, and did good $7,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) and variety stage 
bill, fair enough $6,300, but under 
what the house has been running. 
Last week, ‘Singing Hill’ (Rep) and 
Bowes stage unit gave house one of 
its very best weeks, $9,100. 


MONT’L STILL LIMP 


Influx of U. S. Tourists No Help— 
‘Sunny’ $6,500 Town’s Best 


adds that much 











Montreal, June 24. 
Another week of dented grosses is 
in sight despite the let-up in Vic- 
tory Loan parades and influx of U.S. | 
tourists, which is greater than for. 
— past. ‘Sunny’ at Paiace is the| 
ikely best-seller with business good | 
enough for season. 
low average. 
Estimates for This Week 


Balance all be-| 


‘Sunny’ (RKO). 


Can look for good| 
R6500  hest 


in town. 


Picture of the. week is the Joe 
championship heavyweight fisticuff 


place last Wednesday (18) night at the Polo Grounds, 
New York. Film was made by Pathe and distributed 
by RKO. Prints were showing in Broadway theatres 


on Thursday afternoon and on the 
Friday night (19). Before the end 


prints were playing as added attractions in as many 


theatres. 


From every spot reports gave the fight film credit 


for lifting an otherwise midsummer 
ter-than-expected figures. 


Rating of the first-run features, as garnered from 
the telegraph reports on this and adjacent pages, credits 
‘In the Navy’ (U) the top billing, with a dozen excel- 
lent holdover sessions at good business; ‘Caught in the 
in second place and gaining fast, and 


Draft’ (Par) 
‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G) a close third. 


Only new film of the week is ‘Big Store’ 


Bros.). Early returns n.s.g. 


Abbott and Costello in ‘Navy’ are 
big coin. Score: Chicago, 3d week, 


| geles, 2d week, $19,000 (two houses); 
| dropped to $5,700; Boston, 2d, good $14,000; Kansas 
' City, 2d, $6,000; Cleveland, 3d, $4,200; 
rific $20,000, with big exploitation; Seattle, 4th, good; 
Philadelphia, 2d, $15,000; Buffalo, 2d, 
more, 3d, okay $6,000, and Pittsburgh, 3d, off to $3,800. 

On the army side, ‘Caught in the Draft, the new 
, Bob Hope-Dorothy Lamour starrer, 
continued first-run holdover in Boston, having finished 
It’s the town’s leader in Kansas 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — City with $11,000, and smash in Omaha, $12,000. Coming 
through to the majority of first runs next week, it 
Last week,| promises sturdy follow-up after ‘Navy.’ 


two weeks at the Met. 


San Francisco gave it 
$12,000, meagre; Lincoln, disappointing $3,300; Cleve- 
land, so-so $9,000; Providence, fairish $11,000; Buffalo, 
mild $40,000, and Pittsburgh, passable $11,500. Excep- 
tion is Kansas City, where it did over-average at $8,700, 
supported by the new ‘Biondie in Society’ and Penny 
Singleton in person on opening days. 





T 





Louis-Billy Conn 
reel. Fight took 


and Baltimore. 


Pacific Coast by 
of the week 500 


Louis-Conn Fight the Picture of the Week—‘In the Navy’ 
‘Draft’ and Taylor Runners-up 


Surprise release of the month is ‘Billy the Kid,’ 
which is blasting high figures in Chicago, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Seattle, Louisville, Portland 


Incidental to the revived discussion of duals is the 
following excerpt from Louisville regarding change of 
policy at the Mary Anderson theatre: 
double bill currently and b.o. traffic rather sluggish. 


‘House. trying 


Patrons of this house are accustomed to the single pix 


boxoffice to bet- 


and are shy when twin bills are booked, probably ex- 
pecting lightweight product. 


Two current pix are 


plenty okay, but returns are off.’ Bookings are ‘Shin- 


ing Victory’ 
$2,700. 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 


~ 
(Marx (M-G). 


(WB) 
Last week, single feature, ‘Out of the Fog’ 
(WB), $3,400. A sermon in a paragraph. 

Subsequent runs everywhere are doing big with 
(M-G); ‘Zanzibar’ 
Face’ (M-G), ‘Meet John Doe’ (WB), and ‘Love Crazy’ 
Summer business in the outlying spots should 
hold up with the early reinforcements of ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ (Col), ‘Sunny’ (RKO), ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par), 
and ‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par), which are fast finish- 
ing their first runs. 

Only two roadshows still playing, with popular- 
priced runs deferred until early fall, are ‘Fantasia,’ 


and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), gate, 


(Par), ‘A Woman’s 


entering 33d week on Broadway, and 21st week at 


swimming in the 
$12,000; Los An- 
’Frisco, 4th week, 


Francisco. 
Yeiroit, Ist, ter- 
big $9,000; Balti- 


duals. 
is holding big at 


Carthay Circle, Los Angeles, and ‘Citizen Kane,’ 9th 
week in New York; 7th in Chicago, and 5th in San 


‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘She Knew All the Answers’ 
(Col) are first runs on Broadway at the Roxy and 
Musie Hall, with insufficient national returns to place 
among new ratings. 

.The parade of the B’s continues in the supporting 
Some of the titles, just for the record, are ‘The 
Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th), ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB), 
‘In Old Colorado’ (Par), ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), ‘Power 
Dive’ (Par), ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB), ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA), ‘Romance of the Rio Grande’ (20th), 
and ‘Las. Vegas Nights’ (Par). 
alded and unsung. 


These are the unher- 





Philadelphia, June 24. 

A heat wave is heralding the ar- 
rival of summer and the downtown 
boxoffices hardly have a chance this 
week. High temps found everybody 
hiking out of the city for the week- 
end. Police bail at Convention Hall 
on Friday nite, with Jimmy Dorsey 
orch the attraction, made a further 
competing factor. 

The best that ‘Billy the Kid’ can 
hope for is a meagre take at the Fox 
with a healthy chunk of biz credited 
to Bob Hope, who made a p.a. there 
Friday nite to bally his ‘Caught in 
Draft,’ which opens there, July 4. 
Louis-Conn fight reels also take 
bows for share of business cornered 
by ‘Adventure in Washington’ at 
Stanton. 

Louis Armstrong orch on the Earle 
stage is not going to hit the fat 
figures of the other gll-sepia shows 
sporting the boards this season, but 
considered satisfying enough. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Clicking neatly on its second run- 
ning with $3,600 rating it a second 
week starting today (Tues.). ‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ (UA) (2d run) n.g. at $2,200, 
last week. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Cutting no 
corners here and will just about top 
the house par with $13,500. 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 
wk), handy $11,200. 

Earle (WB) (3,450; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col), with Louis 
Armstrong heading an all-sepia show 


on stage, will finish in the money- 
with $18,500. Screen’s stage names~ 


meaning little for the draw and it’s 


mostly up to Armstrong, who has: 


been too-long absent from the town, 


Supporting the Armstrong orch are: 
Peg Leg Bates, Golden Gate Quar-- 


tette, Two Zephyrs and Otto Eason. 
Heat isn’t helping this one. Last 
week, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB), 


with Bob Crosby orch on stage, had - 
merrily , 


the cash registers ringing 


with $22,500. 
Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). Shooting low, 


house finding it hard to sell Robert~™ 


Taylor. 
thanks 


Heads for a mild $14,000, 
to Bob Hope mobbing the 


house Friday nite for an in-person to * 


plug his ‘Draft’ flicker next in. Last 
week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) 
finished with a fair $11,400. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
— ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (2d run). Fail- 
ing to drum up any real excitement 
in town with a $4,000 the best in 
sight. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) 
jts second lap before jumping to the 
nabes and gave the house a tuneful 
$4,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (MG) (2d run). 
Showing some strength on its second 
try with $4,500 in sight. Last week, 
‘Wings’ (Par) (2d run) (2d wk.) had 
its wings clipped badly, grounding 
after six days with only $2,500 to 
show for it. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—In Navy’ (U) (2d wk.). Sailing 
strong for its second stanza with a 
bulky $15,000 for the hull. Had 
tucked in a fat $21,000 for its first 
week. 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57 
— ‘Adventure Washington” (Col). 
Heads for a favorable $4,800, but 


help from the Louis-Conn fight pic 
can’t be minimized. Last week, 
‘People Kildare’ (MG) disappointed, 
— being way below the mark set 
or it. 


B’KLYN OKAY IN HEAT 


‘Serenade’ Swell $20,000, ‘Baby’ $14,- 
000—Holdovers Rack Up Profit 











Brooklyn, June 24. 

Terrific hot spell sent citizens to 
air-conditioned deluxers downtown. 
Fabian Paramount got lion’s share of 
biz showing ‘Penny Serenade’ and 
‘There’s Magic in Music.’ Holdovers 
at Loew’s Metropolitan and RKO Al- 
bee will get only fair returns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) and ‘Melody for Three’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Quiet $13,000. Last 
week, same combo, nifty $16,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB). Satisfactory 


$14,000. Last week, ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB) and ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep), 


fair $14,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Quiet $12,000. Last week, good 
$15,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par). Swell $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘First 
Beau’ (Col) (2d wk), good $16,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Roar of Press’ (Mono) and ‘Nurse’s 
Secret’ (WB). Weak $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Under Age’ (Col) and ‘Miss- 
ing Ten Days’ (Indie), quiet $4,000. 


Last. 
(2d. 


(2d wk)~ 


(2d run) continued strong on ° 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Draft’ Pulls Big 206 in Mild Frisco, 
Andrews Sis-Fight Pix Terrif $23,000 





San Francisco, June 24. 

Magnetic combination of the An- 
drews Sisters and the Louis-Conn 
fight films giving the Golden Gate a 
walkaway this week. Only rival is 
‘Caught in the Draft’ which is keep- 
ing the turnstiles smoking at the 

aramount. : 

* Remainder of the street is just so- 
so, although ‘Citizen Kane’ picked 
up over last week on its roadshow 
at the Geary, and will be held for a 
fifth whirl. RKO now holding the 
house on a week-to-week basis as 
long as there’s any interest in the 
elles’ opus. ‘ 
” Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Strange 
Alibi’ (WB)—The Marx Bros. don’t 
mean a thing here. Picture opened 
poorly and will be lucky to reach 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Thieves Fall Out 
(WB) wasn’t in the coin, finishing 
with a dismal $10,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Kane’ (RKO). Being held 
over for a fifth week which starts 
today. Fourth was $500 betier than 
the third week, pulling $6,400. RKO 
is holding on a week to week basis, 
but won’t give up the house at the 
end of the run if a deal now pend- 
ing is okayed. All set to follow is 
the Disney Festival (‘Snow White 
and shorts) running an hour and 55 
minutes which will — until ex- 
hausted under present plans. 
~ Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—'Big Boss’ (Col), Andrews Sis- 
ters on stage and Louis-Conn fight 
pictures. Jumping jive literally has 
this house rocking with jitterbugs for 
a terrific $23,000. Opening day was 
slowed during dinner show by broad- 
cast of the N. Y. champ fight, but the 
actual fight pictures are making up 
for that now. However, credit for 
the smash biz goes to the Andrews 
Sisters who are sensational here. 
Last week, Sophie Tucker, in per- 
son, and ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) went 
ahead of expectations for a socko 
$19,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘In Navy’ (U) (4th wk) and 
‘Timberland’ (U) (2d wk). Effort 
to stretch Abbott-Costello laugher 
didn’t quite work out, only $5,700. 
Last (3d) week, satisfactory $7,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Point Widow’ (Par). Bob Hope hot- 
ter than a firecracker here, with big 
$20,000 pouring in. Introduction of 
cut-rates tor service men will dent 
the total gross some, but still terrific. 
Last (2d-final) week, ‘Night Lisbon’ 
(Par) and ‘Power Dive’ (Par) fin- 
ished with okay $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Thieves Out’ (WB) (moveover). 
Average $5,000. Last (3d-final) week, 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par), $4,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (4th 
wk). Sovurted a little so will finish 
with $6,000, same as last (3d) week. 


*Pot o’ Gold’ moves in tomorrow 
(Wed). 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 


—Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
over okav $8,000, getting overflow 
from nearby houses. First week col- 
lected average $11,000. 


Marx Bros. Mild $3,300 
In Lincoln, ‘Fog’ $3,000 


Lincoln, Neb., June 24. 

Biz is steady and slightly up at 
several houses with coin split about 
equally among the ‘Big 3.’ ‘Big 
Store’ has narrow margin over the 
pack at the Lincoln. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15 ‘Billy Kid’s Pals’ (PRC) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) split with 
‘Friendly Neighbors’ (Rep) and 
‘Silver Stallion’ (Rep). Above aver- 
age $1,000. Last week ‘Sheriff Tomb- 
stone’ (Rep) and ‘King Underworld’ 
(WB) split with ‘Wranglers Roost’ 
(Mono) and ‘Girls Road’ (Col). So- 
so $900. 

Linealn (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40). ‘Big Store’ (M-G). Luke- 
warm opening indicates $3,300. Dis- 
appointing, but not bad. Last week 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). Taken out with- 
out holdover, though staunch $4,200 
seemed to justify it. 

Nebraska (Cooper-Par) (1,236; 10- 
20-25)—‘Round Up’ (Par) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G). Just tag- 
Zing along at $1,500, not good, not 
bad. Last week ‘Romance Rio 
Grande’ (20th) and ‘Mutiny Arctic’ 
(U). Fell down to $1,300. Even 
worse than expected. 

Stuart (Cooper-Par) (1,884; 10-25- 
40)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Strenuous 
newspaper campaign may net $3,000. 
Last week ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Per- 
formed nicely for $3,400. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-25-40)—‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and 
Louis-Conn fight. Can thank fight 
reels for solid $3,000. Last week 


‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB). Off key 
to $2,500, 





a 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ee $1,411,400 
(Based on 25 cities, 164 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, trcluding 





N. Y.) 
Tetal Gross Same Week 
ee $1,292,000 


(Based on 25 cities, 167 theatres) 


(Oe 


‘Rhythm’-Marcus Show 
Robust $16,000 Leading 
Dull Balto, ‘Lisbon’ 116 


Baltimore, June 24. 

Combo Hipp layed it on extra 
heavy this week bolstering “Time 
Out for Rhythm’ with stage layout 
of A. B. Marcus ‘Continental Revue’ 
and Louis-Conn fight pix. Fullsome 
layout is leading the town, with 
‘Night in Lisbon’ holding down sec- 
ond slot at the Stanley. Rest of 
town is just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44 ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Holding very steady pace to $9,000 
after clicking off a strong opening 
round to $12,400. 

Hippodrome ig pg (2,240; 
15 - 28 - 39 - 44-55 - 66) — ‘Time for 
Rhythm’ (Col). Leaning entirely on 
stage layout of A. B. Marcus’ ‘Conti- 
nental Revue’ to lead town with 
very robust $16,000 in spite of ter- 
rific heat. Louis-Conn fight films 
helped some. Last week, ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB) plus Ima Ray 
Hutton p.a. ambled along at $10,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘In Navy’ (U) (3d week). 
Holding well at $6,000 after chalk- 
ing up a rosy previous brace for a 
total $20,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Good re- 
ception from crix, but not much at 
b.o., with $4,500 the most expected. 
Last week, third of ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th), added $3,800 to previous 
total of $10,200 for two weeks played. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Getting 
some steady play after solid week- 
end with $11,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
failed to attract at $6,900. 


‘SUNNY’ BRIGHT SPOT IN 
DENVER, 106; BIG H.0.’S 


Denver, June 24. 
‘Sunny’ and ‘People vs. Doctor 
Kildare,’ at Orpheum are getting the 
biggest coin, with strong holdovers 
helping give town a nice tone. 
Estimates for This Week 




















Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), after a 
week at the Denver, good $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) good 
$4,000 after a week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Met Ar- 
gentina,’ after two weeks at the 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th), after a week at the 
Paramount, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) 
40)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) (2d 
wk.). Mighty strong for second ses- 
sion at $7,500. Last week, ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par) broke house records for 
$14,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20th). Sturdy $9,500. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), nice $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘People 
Kildare’ (M-G). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Met 
Argentina’ (RKO) dipped sadly in 
second week, ending with $6,000. 


(1,750; 25-35- 


Parameunt (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Time Rhythm’ (Col) and ‘First 
Beau’ (Col). Trim $5,500. Last 


week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and 
‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Blood 
Sand’: (20th), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Horror 
Island’ (U). $2,500, good. Last 
week, ‘Great Broadcast’ (20th), after 
a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘Voice in Night’ (Col) 
good $2,000. 


MORE B.0. OPPOSISH 


Minneapotis, June 24. 

Although pointing out that they 
‘realize that the week of the giant 
outdoor spectacle will thoroughly 
depcopulate theatres,” Minneapolis ex- 
hibitor members of Northwest Allied 
have announced their pledge of ‘full 
support’ to the Aquatennial commit- 
tee. 

Huge annual civic celebration, on 
lines of New Orleans’ Mardi Gras 
and St. Paul Winter Carnival, starts 
July 12. 











Heat Blisters Prov.; 
‘Big Store’ Mild $11,500 


Providence, June 24. 
With summer’s long-awaited heat 
wave blistering the town, it looks 
as if the main-stemmers had better 
resign themselves to the usual tepid 
summer biz. Majestic pulled a four- 
day holdover on ‘Blood and Sand’ to 


give an extra three-day showing to 
‘Sunny,’ which opened Monday (23). 
With ‘One Night in Lisbon’ playing 
to fair biz at Strand, house is carry- 
ing it for an extra week. 
Estimates for This Week é 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Billy Kid’ (M-G), ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA) (2d run). Paced at 
so-so $2,500. Last week, ‘In Navy’ 
(U) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) (3d 
downtown wk), closed with swell 


$3,800. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35) — 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Mail Train’ 
(20th). Also slowing down for fair- 
ish $2,800. Last week, ‘Last Mile’ 
(Indie) and ‘Many Blondes’ (U), 
good $3,500. 

(Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Passage Hong 
Kong’ (WB). Opened Monday (23). 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th). Closed Sunday after 
extended four-day run which netted 
not too bad $2,800. First week 
played to nifty $9,200. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Get Away’ 
(M-G). Not very many stayed in 
town over the hot, sultry weekend, 
limiting Loew’s to fairish $11,500. 


Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), neat 
$15,000. 


Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50) — 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par) (2d wk). Paced at good 
Papety Last week knocked off swell 


Victory ’-Lewis Lead 
Pitt, $17,500, ‘Store’ 
$11,500, Fite Pix Big 


Pittsburgh, June 24. 

Against features, stage shows and 
a heat blitz, the Louis-Conn fight 
films at the Warner are drawing the 
most attention. Heavy type ads on 
top of the enormous amount of space 
accruing to the local boy’s great 
showing brought standing room 
only at opening. Conn arrived back 
in town day the pictures opened and 
hot-footed it right down to the 
theatre to see himself in the movies. 
Theatre tipped off the papers and got 
itself some additional picture breaks 
of the near champ’s expression in 
theatre. 


Ninety-five degree temperatures 
are holding the other spots to less 
satisfactory showings although the 
general tone isn’t too bad. Ted 
Lewis, perennial favorite at the 
Stanley, will turn in a satisfactory 
week aided by good reviews on his 
show and on ‘Shining Victory.’ 
Penn with ‘Big Store’ will manage 
to get by. Reviewers were kind to 
this one, rating it best since ‘Day at 
the Races.” 

Third week of ‘In Navy’ is still 
keeping the Fulton off the nut and 
there’s strong possibility of a fourth. 
The Abbott and Costello starrer has 
been an unlooked for bonanza for 
this house which usually closes in 
July for summer. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulten (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)—‘In 
Navy’ (U). Third week still riding 
high for a profitable $3,800. Picture 
is likely to go a fourth and will 
probably be the means of keeping 
house open during July as result of 
piling up nice product. Last week, 
second, $4,900, excellent. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Big Store’ (M-G). Kind words 
from reviewers will help this to a 
passable $11,500. Last week, ‘Night 








Lisbon’ (Par) done to death by crics 


for a weak $8,500. 

Ritz (WB) 
Kid’ (M-G). Two-gunner will bring 
in a profit at $2,400 after two good 
weeks, one at Penn and second at 
Warner. Last week, ‘Vegas Nights’ 
(Par) and ‘Round Up’ (Par) not in 
the running at $1,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and Ted 
Lewis on stage. While a little un- 
der his usual sparkling biz here, 
Lewis will manage a good enough 
draw to get the big deluxer by this 
week. Heading for a fair $17,500. 
Good notices on both screen and 
stage helping. Last week, ‘People 
Kildare’ (M-G) and Guy Lombardo, 
on stage, brought in an excellent 
$20,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Af- 
fectionately Yours’ (WB) and Louis- 
Conn fight pictures. Local boy’s 
amazing showing against Louis mak- 
ing the fight pix the biggest thing in 
town. Customers are interested in 
the feature but are giving the b.o. a 
rush at times the fight pictures go 
on. Heading for a smash $9,500 


Best of the year here. Last week, | 
second of ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) on 
moveover from Penn turned in a 


satisfactory $6,000. 


Ideal Weather Wallops L.A.; Face 
$24.80, ‘Navy’ Plus Fight Pix 196 
In H.0., Underground’ Dull $13,000 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Oe ere ee $244,000 
(Based on 11 theatres; 











(800; 25-35-50)—‘Billy | 


‘Sunny’ Sole Oasis in 
Sultry Cleve., $12,009; 
‘Big Store’, So-So 9G. 


Cleveland, June 24. 

‘Sunny’ is the only oasis in the 
Sahara-like wastes of the local 
amusement area, bubbling up a steady 
stream of cash for the Hipp. Old 
Sol is parching the town otherwise. 
It’s cutting ‘Big Store’ at State down 
to ordinary gross, Palace’s ‘Singapore 
Woman’ being pulled up by Joe 
Louis-Billy Conn fight pix, but house 
probably won’t get out of red until 
it reinstates vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘In Navy’ (U). More pep shown by 
this moveover on third week, rollick- 
ing to around $4,200. Last stanza, 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB) discounted 
the swell reviews by dropping to a 


weak $2,500, indicating this stand 
does best on moveovers. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 


55)—‘Sunny’ (RKO). Breeziest item 
on the avenue and getting good mati- 
nee breaks. In view of smart open- 
ing biz, likely to earn $12,000, swell. 
Gets a h.o. here and a third shot at 
the Allen. Last week ‘In Navy’ (U) 
more powerful than some new films, 
$8,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Sloughed 
off by the critics but Louis-Conn 
fight. reels got such a big hand that 
combo may pull $6,500. ‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ (WB) last week had 
the RKO deluxer resembling a Lon- 
don street two minutes after an air- 
raid warning—nearly bare, dull 
$5,200. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Big Store’ (Metro). Although it’s 
one of their better farces, Marx 
Bros. are not rated highly by local- 
ites, ‘Can’t-see-’em’ attitude re- 
flected in so-so $9,000 sighted. Last 
lap, ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) injured 
slightly by story’s war angles but 
climbed over hurdle to take good 
$12,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Billy Kid’( M-G). Surprising all 
the scoffers by galloping into third 
stretch, showing heels for worth- 
while $4,000, after fine $6,500 on the 
lap before. 








‘DRAFT’ PUTS OMAHA IN| 
MONEY, LARGE $12,000! 


Omaha, June 24. 

‘Caught in the Draft’ and ‘Flight | 
From Destiny’ at the Orpheum 
brought back the big gross habit 
with a bang after a couple of dull | 
weeks. At the Brandeis, ‘Out of 
Fog’ and ‘Scattergood Baines’ were 
staggering along for a low gross un- | 





til the Louis-Conn pictures went in 
Friday, and it helped the gross 
greatly. 


Estimates for This Week } 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- | 


'40)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 
| ‘Flight From Destiny’ (WB) a big 
$12,000 Last week, ‘Ends Night 
(UA) and ‘Man Lost Self’ (U), a 
| light $9,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 
—*Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G), light $7,- 
500. Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) 





and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), very swell $10,- | 
200. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Foe’ (WB) and ‘Scatter- 
good Baines’ (RKO) plus Louis-Conn 
fight pictures will do a dandy $6,000 
although slump was on until fight 
flicker opened on second day. Last 
week, ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep), $6,300, big at this 
house. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 
‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G) single- 
featured and split with ‘Ride on 
Vaquero’ (26th), ‘Couldn’t Say No’ 
(WB) and ‘Topper Returns’ (UA), 
an improved $950. Last week, ‘Night 
Rio’ (20th), ‘Adam Sons’ (Col) split 
with ‘Shadow Stairs’ (WB), ‘Blondie 
—_ (Col), ‘Riches’ (RKO), $750, 
air. 

Town (Goldberg) (1.500: 10-20-25) 
—Border Vigilantes’ (Par), ‘Strange 
Alibi’ (WB), ‘Melody 3’ (RKO) triple 
split with ‘Devil’s Pipe Line’ (U), 
‘Price Crime’ (Cap) and ‘20 Mule 
Team’ (M-G), ‘La Zonga’ (U), ‘Night 
Rio’ (20th) light $700. Last week, 
‘2-Gun Sheriff’ (Rep), ‘East River’ 





Los Angeles, June 24. 

Largely on account of an exclusive 
screening of the Louis-Conn fight 
pictures, the RKO Hillstreet had an 
exceptionally good weekend and 
holdover of ‘In the Navy.’ Looks 
like an easy $11,000 for this combo 
at the one house, excellent. ‘Navy’ 
got $19,000 at RKO and Pantages in 
second week. Most of other first- 
runs slipped Saturday and Sunday, 
with ideal weather drawing hun- 
dreds of thousands to the beaches. 

Best combined gross is $24,800 at 
the State and Chinese where 
‘Woman’s Face’ is the principal at- 
traction. Paramount slipped about 
$1,000 over early expectations and 
barely hit $17,000. ‘Underground’ 
played to fair returns at Warner’s 
Downtown and Hollywood over the 
weekend, with mild $13,000 in sight 
for the two spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(2lst wk). Biz holding fairly strong 
and indications point to $5,300, after 
last stanza brought lucrative $6,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75 )—"Woman's Face’ (M-G) 
and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G). Joan 
Crawford helping for better than 
average take and week should pile 
up very good $11,300. Last week, 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th), topped expectations for 
good $10,800. 

Downtewn (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
— ‘Underground’ (WB). House 
switched to a Saturday opening and 
weekend biz warrants fair $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Fog’ (WB) and ‘Met Ar- 
gentina’ (RKO), on eight days, 
managed to top $7,000. 

El Capitan (RKO) (1,571: 83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Kane’ (RKO) (7th-final wk). 


Will hit weak $2,200 on final six 
days. Sixth week just managed to 
reach $3,100. 

Four Star (UA-FIWC) (900; 30- 
44-55)-—‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Metro opus starring Robert 


Montgomery failed to catch on at 
this solo house and week will likely 
add a dismal $2,500, after second 
week brought so-so $3,500. 

Hollywoed (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—'Underground’ (WB). Solo screen 
bill heading for an okay $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Fog’ (WB) and ‘Argentina’ 
(RKO), weak $6,000 on eight-day 
run. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th) and 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) and vaude. 
With a stage show costing around 
$3,500 this week, house is lucky to 
break even on $9,500. Last week, 


‘In Old Colorado’ (Par) (ist run) 
ane _— Alibi’ (WB) with 
Jimmy unceford orch, t 

$11,000. avers 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
(2d wk). Should do so-so $8,000 on 
holdover after first week slipped on 
last few days for $13,700. slightly 
below expectations. Goes to a third 


| week. 


Paramount Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Point Widow’ (Par) and stage 
show. “Rochester’ and ‘Fats’ Waller 
are heading stage show and pointing 
for neat $17,000. Last week, ‘Night 
Lisbon’ (Par) (2d wk) and ‘Lady 
Louisiana’ (Par), weak $12,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)—In 
Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) (2d 
wk). Holdover of the Abbott-Cos- 
tello comedy likely to add excellent 
$11,000, and stays a third week. First 


| seven days came within few dollars 
| Of $16.300, but below what was ex- 
| pected. 

Stete (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44- 
55-75 )—*Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G). Looks like 
weak $13,500. Last week, ‘Biliy Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), 
topped $15.300. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 


30-44-55)—Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). Biz a trifle 
better on moveover and outlook is 
for good $4,000. Last week, ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) (2d wk) and ‘Pot Gold’ 
| (UA), on moveover, neat $3,500. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th). Big surprise that Bev- 


erly Hills mob should go for this 
pair of moveovers but they are to 
the tune of around $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (24d wk) 
and ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), just topped 





(WB), ‘Great Swindle’ (Col) triple 
split with ‘O'Malley Mounted’ (Cap), 
‘Get Girl’ (U), “Man’s Sister’ (Col) 
and ‘Streets Cairo’ (U), ‘Devil Miss 
Jones’ (RKO), mild $875. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) single-featured, split 
with ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) and 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) at the Mili- 
tary and ‘Letter’ (WB) at the Dun- 
dee. An improved $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th), ‘Adam Sons’ 
(Col) split with ‘Blondie Latin’ 
(Col), ‘La Zonga’ (U), ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO), pretty slim $950, 


ee 













4 
qi) 
4 





















Wednesday, June 25, 1941 


RI 





dea hah eRe neta «A a A arnt 


en ed LG LOIS PETS 


4 ine acto 





ata A ak, Re ee 


? 


Sma - =e » «te has womans 

















: el 








Se ae 














| Wednesday, June 25, 1941 RIETY 13 













GARY COOPER 


“SERGEANT YORK” 
WALTER BRENNAN «JOAN LESLIE 


GEORGE TOBIAS @ STANLEY RIDGES 
A HOWARD HAWKS PRODUCTION 
Criginal Screen Play by Abem Finkel & Harry 
Chandlee and Howard Koch & John Huston 
Based Upon the Diary of Sergeant York 
Produced by JESSE L. LASKY and HAL B. WALLIS 
Music by Max Steiner * Presented by 


WARNER BROS. 
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‘Anzac Exhibitors Squawk Over U.S. 
Distribs’ Campaign to Get Maximum 
Return Under New Frozen Coin Pact: 








+ 


Sydney, June 24. 

Australian exhibitors are protest- 
ing that U. S. distribution companies 
are overloading the Anzac market 
with a flood of product pacts and 
harsh percentage deals. It’s now 
charged in picture circles that Yank 
distribs rush out product too fast on 
being received here, with a big 
drive on for business, all calculated 


to increase the total revenue which 
they are allowed to take out of Aus- 
tralia under the 62%% coin freeze. 
Along with this pressure, feeling 
here is that the Aussie market defi- 
nitely has turned sour for U. S. dis- 
tribs. 

(Impression in N. Y. is that Aus- 
tralia has become the toughest open 
market in the world, what with re- 
jections, regulations, taxes and cur- 
rent heavy coin freeze. Where for- 
merly rated healthy, territory, with 
upwards of $6,000,000 film revenue 
realized per year, has seen the eight 
American major companies allowed 
to remit only $3,100,000 in 12-month 
period ended last March. This prob- 
ably will be reduced to $2,300,000 in 
current year.) 

Exhibitors demand that the gov- 
ernment increase the present 25% 
rejection rights and also prevent 
rental advances. 

But certain quarters are taking the 
point of view that distributors 
should be given a bigger break here 
in view of the vast American war 
aid going to Great Britain. There’s 
also the suggestion that U. S. dis- 
tribs should sink coin into local pro- 
duction. Paramount is mentioned as 
offering product to Hoyts on agree- 
ment with its Greater Union outlet. 


MPDA Accepts Aussie 
Terms on Frozen Coin 


Final confirmation in Canberra, 
Australia, that the Motion Picture 
Distributors Assn. there had agreed 
to the new frozen-coin pact covering 
film company remittances starting 
March 1 last, is regarded by foreign 
department officials in N. Y. as in- 
dicating that the MPDA had aban- 
doned hope of getting better terms. 

Major film companies here were 
notified nearly two months ago that 
only 374%% of film revenye would 
be permitted to leave Australia un- 
der the new pact, or approximately 
$2,300,000, as compared with the first 
year agreement of 50%, or $3,100,000. 


Filmers to D.C. Today-On 








| Schless, Warners’ foreign chief, left 


Hummel’s Trip 





Joseph Hummel, assistant to Robert 


N.Y. on a swing through Latin- 
American countries last Friday (20). 
Schless recently returned from his 
initial visit to the Latin-American 
market since he was named Warners’ 
foreign sales head. 
Hummel’s 0.0. is said to be tied in 
with important WB moves, not just 
the usual routine terk. 


BRITISH TO FILM 
YARN ON RAF'S 
U.S. FLYERS. 


London, June 6. 

George King’s indle production 
outfit is slated to do a film around 
the Eagle Squadron, U. S. flyers 
with the Royal Air Force. Titled 
‘Eagles Up,’ script has received offi- 
cial aid in construction and will 
likely roll concurrently with com- 
pany’s present ‘First of the Few,’ 
which Leslie Howard directs. Plans 
here also been made to film a sub- 
ject covering Australian and New 
Zealand troops in the war struggle. 

20th-Fox mulling a title switch on 
the Robert Donat starrer, “The 
Young Mr. Pitt,’ replacing ‘Pitt the 
Younger.’ Robert Morley signed for 
a feature role. Carol Reed direct- 
ing. 

Warners announced plans for two 
more big budgeters following cur- 
rent ‘You Can’t Escape Forever.’ 
First is around Atlantic pilots of 
U. S. planes for Britain, ‘Flying 
Fortress’; other feature has a tenta- 
tive tag, ‘Death Over Portugal.’ Ted- 
dington studios will shutter for a few 
weeks on completion of ‘Escape’ to 
permit extra construction. 








Par’s ‘Hatter’s Castle’ underway 
at Denham. Milton Rosmer added 
ito east. Film stars Robert Newton, 


with Deborah Kerr. 

Manning Sherwin inked a deal to 
supply tunes to the John Corfield 
production, ‘He Found a Star.’ Dit- 
ties will be warbled by the colored 
Uriel Porter. 

Batoner Carroll Gibbons spotted 





Pan-Am. Trade Treaties 





Delegation from the film business 
is going to Washington today (Wed- 
nesday) to appear before the State 
Dept. committee considering recip- 
rocal trade information on both 
Argentine and Uruguay. U.S. pres- 
ently is considering entering into 
trade treaties with these two South 
American countries, and State Dept. 


me officials are collecting data for use 
ss in negotiating these. 


Carl E. Milliken, in charge of for- 
eigm affairs for the Hays Office, 
heads the delegation from the pic- 
ture’ industry Others include 
Franklin S. Irby, 20th-Fox tax de- 
a attorney; John Nathan, 

aramount’s: manager in Argentina, 
presently in N.Y.; and Eugene F. 
Walsh, assistant treasurer and comp- 
troller for Universal. 


Dave Rose to N. Y. 


David Rose, Paramount’s manag- 
ing director in Great Britain, due 
in New York by clipper from Lon- 
don yesterday (Tuesday), was de- 
layed by bad weather. 

He had been delayed about a week 
in Lisbon, the Portugal hopoff port 
for Atlantic clipper planes because 
he was unable to book passage. 











Due West 


Hollywood, June 24. 
David Rose and Max Milder, re- 
spectively Paramount and Warner 
managing directors in England, Clip- 
pering to New York, come to the 
Coast for studio talks shortly after 


into British National’s ‘The Common 
| Touch.’ He takes his band along. 
Islington studios will be reopened 
by Gainsborough when ‘Hi Gang’ 
takes the floor June 28. Plant has 
been shuttered since the war. 
British National’s next feature, to 
follow ‘The Common Touch,’ will be 
made at Teddington. Tagged ‘Seventh 
Survivor,’ picture will probably be 
made by John Baxter for BN. Com- 
| Pany will then lay off until the fall. 
| Lawrence Huntington signed to 
| direct the new John Argyle-Pathe 
feature, ‘Tower of Terror.’ It’s his 
second straight for the Argyle unit. 








PUTTING ON THE HEAT 


British in Film Propaganda Drive 
In So. America 








Buenos Aires, June 17. 

English film propaganda drive, de- 
signed to prove to Latin-American 
nations that everyday living condi- 
tions in Britain are among the best 
in the world, and not in the least in- 
ferior to that of the much publicized 
Third Reich, has been launched here. 
Five shorts are currently planned 
with commentaries in Spanish and 
Portuguese. They’ll show English in- 
dustries in full production despite 
bombing, arrivals of shipments of 
Argentine and other S.A. meat in 
London and its eventful consump- 
tion by British workers. 


WB MAY MAKE 
PIX IN AUSSIE 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Reported that Warner Bros. may 
produce in Australia if proper ar- 
rangements can be made to set up 
facilities for feature-making down 
under. Company continues to turn 
out film at its Teddington (London) 
studios as a means of meeting quotas. 
Robert Schless, in charge of the 
Warner foreign department, is taking 
the clipper Saturday (28) for Au- 
stralia, with belief that his trip is to 
look over the situation in line with 
producing some film there during the 
coming season. Schless is now in 
New York. Any features made out- 
side of the United States are not 
subject to the consent decree, re- 
gardless of number made. 











Skepticism on WB Plan 

Reports emanating from Sydney, 
Australia, that Warners plaris to pro- 
duce features there are viewed with 
skepticism by foreign chiefs of the 
American film companies. None 
planned a similar move. No con- 
firmation of the reported plan was 
obtainable at Warners’ home office. 

It’s believed in the trade that if 
the Sydney story is true, Warners 
probably is convinced that a couple 
of pictures of sufficient calibre to 
make money in the world market 
(especially U.S.) can be produced 
under present conditions. Such a 
belief is predicated on the assump- 
tion that presently blocked Warner 
coin in Australia might be put to use 
in this manneer, 


Seek to Define Surety 
Measure in Britain As 


It Affects Film Exhibs 


London, June 6. 

War damage act is latest govern- 
ment teaser for film exhibs and pro- 
ducers here. Compulsory insurance 
law is proving a tough one to clarify 
within the trade, rising out of what 
category applies to projector equip- 
ment and studio technical aids. Are 
they goods or chattels, are seats list- 
able as machinery under the law, 
does rented technical equipment re- 
quire coverage by the user or the 
owner, is film stock the responsibil- 
ity of the exhib or the renter or the 
producing concern—these are only a 
few of the snags. Trade would like 
to see a test case made, but Board 
of Trade has nixed any such pro- 
posal. Move would be automatically 











WILCOX OUTFIT NIPPED 





London, June 6. 


against Herbert Wilcox and his Im- 
perator Films Productions for $49,- 
000 in respect to a broken agreement 
made in 1938 and a further deed 
signed in March of the following 
year. Certain guarantees were given 
referring to the obligations of Im- 
perator. 

Judgement was given with costs. 








Mona on Latin Leave 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Mona Maris inked a two-picture 
deal with the Argentina Sono Film 
Co. and leaves for Buenos Aires as 
soon as she finishes ‘Law of the 
Tropics’ at Warners. 

While in South America the ac- 
tress will do some advance work for 
Jock Whitney, who is moving there 
next month on a Pan-American 





their arrival. 


goodwill mission. 


In an undefended action by British | 
Lion Film Corp., judgment was given | 


useless since all settlement of claims 
| made under the act will not be ef- 
| fected until war is over. 


insurance law fol- 


FOR 49G¢ BY BRIT. LION sneak ees heavy air raids. It’s 
la 


government way of raising coin; 
| it’s angeling the project, but settle- 
| ment is too far in the future. Ex- 
| hibs, naturally, are greatly concerned 
with that day, after pasting cinemas 
have taken in raids. 

Question of air-raid repairs to 
cinemas is being raised by Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors Assn. in view of 
government order restricting to $400 
annually the amount spendable on 
such work. If a house is twice hit— 
and that’s happened—according to 
this law the owner is prevented from 
putting it immediately into shape, if 
previous repair work used up the 
allowable sum. 


Glaser in U.S. 


A recent returner from abroad is 
Dr. Glaser, Austrian financier of 
French films. Latter backed Arnold 
Pressburger, Jack Forrester, et al, in 
Paris. 

Dr. Glaser came in via South 
America and is en route to Holly- 








wood. 


Col. May Join S. A's Lamiton Co. 
In Joint Production of Argentine 
Films for Inter-American Distrib 





- 


Hake Delays Return 


Clay Hake, 20th-Fox manager in 
Australia, who’s been huddling with 
N.Y. home office executives during 
the last three weeks, has changed 
his plans to leave for Sydney shortly 
and will remain in the U. S. for the 
company’s sales convention in Los 
Angeles next month. He left over 
the weekend on a vacation tour 
which will take him through New 
England and then to the Coast. 

Hake now is planning to catch the 
August boat for Australia, according 
to N. Y. officials. 


NEED FOR FILMS 
SEEN MAGYAR 
PROBLEM 


Budapest, May 26. 

With future of foreign imports 
problematical and number of thea- 
tres greatly increased in the course 
of the last two years, Hungarian 
production has to meet substantially 
increased demand in numbers as 
well as quality of feature pictures. 

Whereas no more than 480 thea- 
tres were in operation in Hungary 
two years ago, in the coming season 
this figure will be brought up to 650 
or 700 in consequence of recovery of 
lost territories. Although the ma- 
jority of the newly recovered thea- 
tres only play on two weekly nights, 
yet this increase warrants greater 
number of production as well as 
greater production expenses. Ex- 
port outlook is also steadily bright- 
ening, despite the fact. that Yugo- 
Slavia, biggest buyers of Hungarian 
films in the past year, no longer 
comes into consideration. However, 
other Balkan states and Italy are 
good customers. The Scandinavian 
countries and Switzerland are also 
showing increased interest in Mag- 
yar pictures, whereas Germany has 
only remained a prospective buyers 
so far. 

Accordingly, Hungarian producers 
have scheduled 50 new features for 
release in the coming season, as 
against an average of 37 in the past 
few years. In addition, German pro- 
ducers are planning to shoot six or 
seven big feature pictures in Hun- 
gary this year, in accordance with 
the German plan of availing them- 
selves of technical personnel, lower 
production costs, etc., in countries 
abroad. 


‘Orchitls’, Argentine Pic, 
Tops B.A. at $6,200 


Buenos Aires, June 17. 

Surprising biz of the Argentine- 
made comedy, ‘Los Martes, Orqui- 
deas’ (‘On Tuesdays, Orchids’), fea- 
tured local b.o. situash for the past 
week. Lumiton pic, showing at the 
Broadway which usually features 
Hollywood pix, drew an estimated 
$26,000 in pesos (about $6,200 U. S.), 
excellent for even a California-made 
A. It’s being held over. 

Other estimates: all in pesos 
which are currently at 4.19 to the 
U. S. dollar: 

Ambassador (Lauteret, Cavalo and 
Lococo)—‘Footsteps in the Dark’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). Strong $10,000. 

Ideal (Lococo)—‘Lady Eve’ (Par). 
$9,000, good. 

Normandie (Lococo) — ‘Thief of 
Bagdad’ (UA). $19,000, excellent. 

Opera (Lococo)—Western Union’ 

















(20th). $14,500, poor. 

Suipacha (Lococo) — ‘Escape to 
Glory’ (Col). $7,000, poor. 

Rex (Lautaret Cavalo and Cor- 
dero)—‘Andy Hardy’s_ Secretary’ 
(M-G). $35,500, excellent. 


Broadway (Lautaret, Cavalo and 
Cordero)—‘Los Martes, Orquideas’ 
(Lumiton), $26,000, excellent. 


ED COHEN TO CARACAS 
Eddie Cohen, 20th-Fox manager in 
Venezuela, left for his home in 
Caracas last Friday (20). 





Buenos Aires, June 17. 

Discussions between Columbia and 
Lumiton, one of the Big Five Argen- 
tine producers, whereby the U. S, 
company would join the South 
American firm in the joint produc- 
tion of Spanish-language films for 
inter-American distribution, have 


been under way here for the past 
few weeks and are now reported at 
the point where official announce- 
ment may soon be forthcoming. 


Project outlined ealls for Columbia 
to put up a bulk of the cash for mak- 
ing at least four full-length high- 
budget picts that would be aimed not 
only at the Latin market but at 
showings in the States. It’s under- 
stood that as the plans now stand, 
Columbia would assist not enly with 
cash but with directorial and tech- 
nical aid and also in selection of 
scripts and story handling. 


South American as well as U. S. 
organization of the company would 
be of tremendous aid here, local film 
men explain, since Lumiton, like 
other producers in B. A., lacks per- 
sonal representatives outside of Ar- 
gentina and has long sought—to- 
gether with other national makers— 
some ‘tieup that would give it the 
benefit of continent-wide coverage. 


Stumbling block up to now has 
been the cash, and this question is 
still holding up completion of the 
Columbia-Lumiton deal. Joseph Mc- 
Conville, Columbia’s foreign man- 
ager recently here, participated in 
repeated huddles with Lumiton, as 
did Louis Goldstein, S. A. chief, and 
it’s understood McConville will spend 
much time on his return discussing 
the situash with home-office heads. 


Long Sharply Divided 


Film men here, U. S. reps as well 
as local makers, have long been 
sharply divided on the question of 
joint production and distribution of 
Argentine and Hollywood product. 
Few attempts made in the past have 
not worked out particularly well, 
and at present the only tieup is be- 
tween Pampa, another of B. A.’s Big 
Five, and Ariston. The latter, a dis- 
tributing outfit that also handles Re- 
public, releases for Pampa. Jacob 
Huberman, owner of Ariston, sank a 
lot of cash into Pampa to make the 
deal and had Pampa dissolve tts own 
distribution setup as a result. 


Objectors to joint participation 
have pointed out ihat for the U. S. 
companies to distribute Argentine 
films would mean creation of com- 
petition for themselves and curtail- 
ment of U. S. production. Those who 
favor the idea insist there is plenty 
of room for both, pointing out that 
the Hollywood tendency is now to 
make fewer features, and that any- 
way it would be English and French 
films, both already severely cur- 
tailed, which would lose playing 
time to the new Argentine-U. S. 
setup. 


Other objections cited are that the 
difference in the standard of the 
product would cause U. S. companies 
to saddle themselves with an extra 
burden on which they would have 
little hope of return, and that joint 
distribution would be a _ constant 
source of headaches. In answer it’s 
explained that Argentine films are 
getting increasingly better and that 
only the lack of wide Latin-Ameri- 
can and Spanish distribution is hold- 
ing them back. Local companies 
have long looked to U. S. organiza- 
tional methods, publicity, etc., to do 
the job. 


Schuftan in U. S. 


Eugene Schufftan, German-born 
cameraman who worked for many 
years in France, has recently ar- 
rived in New York and is working 
to pérfect an invention for cameras. 
He is also completing a book on 
methods to make color filming 
simpler and therefore more widely 
used. 

Best-known picture in this coun- 
try lensed by Schufftan was ‘Port of 
Shadows.’ He worked at Universal 
on the Coast in 1926-27 on a new 
type of process photography and 
hopes to obtain membership in the 
American Society of Cinematograph- 











He had been in N. Y. for home 





office huddies. 


ers to enable him to work in 
Hollywood again. 
































Wednesday, June 25, 1941 








-_— 


THE ANNIVERSARY 


OF A 


MEMORABLE EVENT 


YEAR AGO, Radio City Music Hall presented 
A a picture which received instantaneous 
and unanimous acclaim from critics and public 
alike. It was “Pride and Prejudice” and ran for 
four weeks. Its leading player was lovely Greer 
Garson. It was produced by the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer studios. 


On Thursday, Radio City Music Hall will 
celebratethe anniversary of “Pride and Prejudice” 
by a most unusual event, the World Premiere of 


an equally outstanding motion picture. 


Fittingly the film chosen to signalize this 
occasion is M-G-M?’s magnificent Technicolor 
production BLOSSOMS IN THE DuST. Miss Garson 
again heads a cast of distinguished players, which 
also includes Walter Pidgeon, whose perform- 
ance in “Man Hunt” is receiving high critical 
praise. Supporting roles are portrayed by such 
favorites as Felix Bressart, remembered by Music 


‘Hall audiences for his part in ‘Ninotchka’, 


Marsha Hunt, Fay Holden and others of equally 
high caliber. 


But beyond the excellence of its cast, BLOSSOMS 
IN THE DUST rises to rare heights of screen enter- 
tainment by virtue of its deeply moving and in- 
spiring story that has in it the simple, human 
truthfulness of which great drama is made... 
by its brilliant scenic effects, magically repro- 
duced in beautiful Technicolor...and by the 
sympathetic direction of Mervyn LeRoy. 


Weof Radio City Music Hall are indeed happy 
that we have been able to prevail upon Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer to permit us to play BLOssoMs 
IN THE DUST at this time, many weeks before its 
national release date, so that we might thus fit- 
tingly and auspiciously open our Summer Season. 





(COPY OF AN 
ADVERTISEMENT 
WHICH APPEARED 
THIS WEEK IN 
NEW YORK 
NEWSPAPERS 
FOR M-G-M’s 

“BLOSSOMS IN 
THE DUST.”) 
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Blossoms In The Dust 
(IN TECHNICOLOR) 


Metro release of Mervyn LeRoy produc- 
tion, directed by LeRoy. Stars Greer Gar- 
gon, Walter Pidgeon; features Felix Bres- 
fart, Marsha Hunt, Clinton Rosemond, Pat 
Barker. Story, Ralph Wheelwright; adap- 
tation, Ania Loos; editor, George Boemler; 
photography, Karl Freund and W. Howard 
Green. Reviewed in projection room, N.Y 
June 20, '41. Running time, 98 MINS, 
De MOO... sect bageedéee Greer Garson 
Sam Gladney....... .-..Walter Pidgeon 
Dr. Mux Breslar... ..Felix Bressart 
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| ee eee Samuel S. Hinds 
th DG. os 60s 00 050006% Kathleen Howard 
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Se TEOGED. 606060006086 o0s William Henry 
Dn 646 po nebenes ences eeouns Henry O'Neill 
Ls ae0dee 6600090 6¢00.00 14 John Eldredge 
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Te eee Cecil Cunningham 
Pe SOU cc csosedecsccnesegessd Ann Morriss 
BAMMP. oc cccccccccesccccces Richard Nichols 
WORT so ctrccccesovccece ne eweeans Pat Barker 
MOON ccnvdeddccecesecocconderss Mary Taylor 
ek WON ke 6enecdchscécoes Mare Lawrence 





What Father Flanagan is to Boys 
Town in Nebraska, Edna Gladney 
was to an orphans’ home in Texas 
operated entirely on a strong mother 
love instinct and the gracious dona- 
tions of Texans. The home founded 
by Mrs. Gladney, to whom the ay 
ture is dedicated, is the Texas Chil- 
dren’s Home and Aid Society of Ft. 
Worth. ‘Boys Town,’ a big grosser, 
and ‘Men of Boys Town,’ a pretty 
good business-getter, were both in- 
spired by Father Flanagan’s work 
among wayward laddies. ‘Blossom in 
the Dust,’ an excellent and provoking 
title for boxoffice purposes, is a 
worthy production on which much 
care has been showered by Mervyn 
LeRoy and others, but it is question- 
able as to draft. Though meritorious 
as to production value, cast and 
background, plus being in color, the 
pms fails to impress as bang ie 
t will require selling, but, ing 
distinctly a woman’s dish, heavily 
peopled by babies and kids in their 
teens, it has that much in its b.o. 
favor. 

There are almost too many kids, 
with much attention paid to them. 
Result is a sentimentally sugary 
flavor which also extends over the 
romantic oper of the film, taking 
up about half of the footage. There 
is no comedy relief. 

Greer Garson, in somewhat higher 
type than Walter Pidgeon, is starred 
with the latter. Pidgeon is the 
Texan who marries Edna Gladney of 
Wisconsin and worships her almost 

an luxurious point. The baby 
born to them dies and subsequently 
Pidgeon passes away suddenly after 
they have done some charity work 
for poor kids and foundlings in a 
modest kind of way. From there on 
Miss Garson takes up the placement 
of unfortunate children as a life- 
time work and ultimately is instru- 
mental in passing a law which elim- 
inates from public record whether 
orphans were born illegitimately or 
not. Her speech in the Texas senate, 
appealing for passage of the law, is 
a bit preachy and repetitious. Long 
as the picture is (98 mins.), this 
tends to slow it all down. It never 
was built for speed to begin with, 
and on the human-interest side is a 
trifle over-done on occasion. 


Playing Edna Gladney, Miss Gar- 
g0N spans many years but does not 
appreciably change with those years. 

The supporting cast is large. Felix 
Bressart as a kindly country doc- 
tor who takes up orphanage work 
with Mrs. Gladney is on top. He’s 
very good. Marsha Hunt, as an or- 
phan whose suicide early in the ac- 
tion serves partly to guide Miss Gar- 
son in the work she later takes up, 
is also fine. Clinton Rosemond, col- 
ored, acquits himself creditably as a 
servant of the accepted southern cut, 
while among the many kids Pat Bar- 
ker exerts the best pull. Char, 


Kiss the Boys Goodbye 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 20. 


Paramount release of William LeBaron 
roduction. Stars Don Ameche, Mary 
artin; features Oscar Levant, Virginia 
Dale, Barbara Jo Allen, Raymond Walburn, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Jerome Cowan, Con- 
nie Boswell, Rochester. Directed by Vic- 
tor Schertzinger. Screenplay by Harry 
Tugend and Dwight Taylor, based on play 
by Clare Boothe; camera, Ted Tetzlaff; 
editor, Paul Weatherwax; Asst. director, 
Hal Walker; songs, Victor Schertzinger, 
rank Loesser; musical direction, Victor 
Young; musical advisor Arthur Franklin. 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, June 9, 
*41. Running time, 83 MINS. 





Cindy Lou Bethany............ Mary Martin 
Lloyd Lloyd........ ‘ +»-Don Ameche 
Dick Raybyrn...... .-Oscar Levant 
Gwen Abbott....... bdb0edsnss Virginia Date 
Myra Stanhope............Barbara Jo Allen 
Top Rumson...... eeees-Raymond Walburn 
Aunt Lily Lou........Elizabeth Patterson 
Bert Fusher....... ebiseevass Jerome Cowan 
ES eR epee ++»-Connie Bosweil 
ere TrrmitTrer te Rochester 
John Scott Trotter...... John Scott Trotter 
| BR Raise Minor Watson 


Fisher's Publicity Agent..... Harry Barris 
House Servant George Reed 
ER pe ae eee Thelma Long 


ee 





In converting Clare Boothe’s satir- 
ical comedy to films, Paramount 
made some major revisions of the 
original to conform to Hays’ purity 
code provisions, substituting a group 
of tuneful songs for the playwright’s 
satirical barbs, and comes up with a 
light, humorous and breezy piece of 
entertainment that will give a good 
account of itself as topline in the 
summer bookings. 


Picture effectively showcases the 
acting and vocal talents of Mary 
Martin, who ably carries the full 


burden of the picture with a top- 
notch performance which will ma- 
terially increase her b.o. rating. As 
demonstrated here, southern lass has 
plenty of ability, personality and 
showmanship aside from her socko 
song deliveries, that can carry her 
far as a high-voltage film star. 


Miss Boothe’s play was a satire on 
the search for the Scarlett to portray 
the lead in ‘Gone with the Wind.’ 
For picture purposes, the lead 
sought is a southern beauty for a 
Broadway show to be produced by 
Jerome Cowan, angeled by Raymond 
Walburn and staged by Don Ameche. 
Publicity stunt sends Ameche and 
composer Oscar Levant on tour of 
the south. Miss Martin, after a post- 
poned audition in New York, fol- 
lows to the Georgian plantation of 
her uncle—and latter willingly lifts 
the Yankee pair from a train to listen 
to a staged audition. Ameche is cold, 
but Levant enthusiastic—and the gal 
journeys north with the pair. She's 
accepted as the winner despite 
Ameche’s plans, is exposed as an in- 
terloper, and returns to the Georgia 
mansion. But Ameche follows for 
the inevitable clinch at the finish. 


Miss Martin provides plenty of 
musical sock with delivery of four 
songs, written by director-composer 
Victor Schertzinger and Frank Loes- 
ser. The title tune, ‘I Never Let a 
Day Pass By,’ and ‘Find Yourself a 
Melody’ can all click for pop atten- 
tion, with ‘Melody’ sending ’em 
away humming. The fourth, ‘My 
Start,’ is a torcher that is accompa- 
nied by a smartly devised strip-tease 
routine that has Miss Martin shed- 
ding her hoop-skirt trappings to 
finally dive intdé the swimming pool 
in a streamlined bathing suit. ‘Sand 
in My Shoes’ is also a lilting tune 
delivered straight by Connie Bos- 
well and lified by Rochester with 
a fast slide dance routine that scores 
in a big way. The strip number, 
incidentally, recalls Miss Martin’s 
first prominence, in the Broadway 
musical, ‘Leave It to Me,’ in which 
she did a strip travesty and which is 
subsequently repeated for films. 
Schertzinger most ably pilots the 
compact and laugh-studded script 
prepared by Harry Tugend and 
Dwight Taylor. Songs are deftly 
spotted, and numerous spontaneous 
Dixie cracks against the ‘damn’ 
Yankees catch attention and laughs. 
Ameche grooves as the play direc- 
tor and romantic interest in a straight 
line without much enthusiasm. Le- 
vant is Levant—a dour composer 
without a smile but withal credited 
with discovering the abilities of Miss 
Martin about the same time the au- 
dience does. Jerome Cowan pro- 
vides spontaneity to the role of the 
producer, and this assignment may 
lift him out of the continuous round 
of heavy characterizations he has 
drawn in pictures. Elizabeth Patter- 
son scores in her brief appearances 
as the Dixie aunt, while Virginia 
Dale, Barbara Jo Allen, Raymond 
Walburn and Minor Watson are all 
good in support. Walt. 


THEY MET IN BOMBAY 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Metro release of Clarence Brown pro- 
duction; Produced by Hunt Stromberg; di- 
rected by Brown. Stars Clark Gable, 
Rosalind Russell, Screenplay by Edwin 
Justus Mayer, Anita Loos and Leon Gor- 
don, based on story by John Kafka; cam- 
era, William Daniels; special effects, War- 
ren Newcombe; editor, Blanche Sewell, Pre- 






viewed at Alexander, Glendale, June 20, 
“41. Running time, 92 MINS, 

oo eee Clark Gable 
Anya Von Duren.......... Rosalind Russell 
Cn CEE oe ctckéennecris Pete Lorre 
Duchess of Beltravers....... -Jessie Ralph 
ey ONL: cs insenee deuce d Reginald Owen 
Inspector Cressney........ Matthew Boulton 
Hotel Manager.......se-. Edward Ciannelli 
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Carmencita........ eeecceces Rosina Galli 
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This is an actionful adventure yarn 
unfolded in a Far East setting. 
Building up intense interest in the 
first half with smart by-play, it 
Switches to the hoke side in the sec- 
ond section for an unusual dramatic 
admixture that nevertheless provides 
interesting entertainment for general 
audience appeal. This factor plus the 
marquee power of Clark Gable and 
Rosalind Russell in the starring spots, 
insures healthy summer biz in the 
regular runs. 

Story picks up Gable and Miss 
Russell in Bombay, both bent on lift- 
ing a famous jewel during Empire 
Day celebration. Pair meet, Gable 
tabs girl’s purpose immediately, and 
then proceeds to let her grah the gem 
so he can conveniently take it from 
her after the theft. But his scheming 
is discovered by Miss Russell, and 
pair take it on the lam in front of 
Scotland Yard pursuers, grabbing a 
tramp steamer bound for Hong Kong. 
Undercover in latter spot, Gable for- 
ages around and comes up with a 
nominal bankroll, also a British offi- 
cer’s uniform which inducts him into 
the army for duty in a national 
emergency. He’s put in charge of a 
detac ment to evacuate whites and 
Chinese from an outlying town, leads 
a successful fight against blockading 
Japs, is wounded and finally present- 
ed with the Victoria Cross for brav- 
ery. Always adventurous, in love 
with Miss Russell, and with his iden- 
titv disclosed, Gable finds regenera- 
tion to return the jewel and declare 
for enlistment after squaring accounts 
with the law. , 

Gable’s masquerade as a Canadian 
army officer in Hong Kong—and the 
acceptance of a stranger in uniform 
without requirement of showing any 
credentials before sending him out in 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Blossoms in the Dust’ (M-G). 
A saga of Texas’ Mrs. Edna 
Gladney and the orphanage 
work she has done. A woman’s 
pic. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Par). 
Light and tuneful comedy with 
Don Ameche and Mary Martin 
starred. Good biz for summer 
bookings. 

‘They Met in Bombay’ (M-G). 
Clark Gable and Rosalind Rus- 
sell in fastly-paced adventure 
yarn. Good top attraction. 

‘Underground (WB). Potent 
anti-Nazi meller, but probably 
too grim for boxoffice success. 

‘Sweetheart of the Campus’ 
(Col). No boxoffice sweetheart; 
mediocre musical. 

‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). 
Inadequate comedy-drama. 

‘The Parson of Panamint’ 
(Par). Tale of western mining 
town displays fast tempo. Good 
programmer. 

‘San Antonio Rose’ (U). Nine 
songs overload this program 
musical. Adequate dual support 
for family houses and nabes. 

‘Rear of the Press’ (Mono). 
Routine newspaper-gangster 
meller, with thin appeal as sec- 
ondary film on twinners. 

‘Gang’s All Here’ (Mono). Weak 
tale of trucking business difficul- 
ties, starring Frankie Darro. 

‘The Medico of Painted 
Springs’ (Col). Charles Starrett 
western for the Saturday mati- 
nee spots. 

‘North From Lone Star’ (Col). 
Another Wild Bill Hickok ad- 
venture, with maximum gunplay 
and fisticuffs. 

‘Billy the Kid’s Fighting Pals’ 
(PRC). Below par western. 

‘It’s Turned Out Nice Again’ 
(UA-British). George Formby 
starrer that looks okay for both 
British and American audiences. 

‘Wrangler’s ose’ (Mono). 
Dandy mystery-western with 
Range Busters for healthy b.o. 
expectancy. 

‘On Tuesdays, Orchids’ (Ar- 
gentiney”. Excellent Spanish- 
languager for both native Ar- 
gentines and foreign audiences. 

‘The Pioneers’ (Mono). Unex- 
citing western reaching back 
into files for Indians-settlers plot. 











command of a detachment—hits far 
beyond the bounds of credulity. Just 
how Canadian and English audiences 
will accept the wide dramatic license 
taken with army procedure and gul- 
libility of the command, is question- 
able. 

Logic prevails in the early episodes 
which present much rapid-fire and 
sparkling by-play between Gable and 
Miss Russell during and immediately 
after the dual quest for the gem. But 
when the pair reach Hong Kong, 
story strays through fields of corn in 
dn attempt to reform the pair and 
wash them up for a typical ™taysian 
finish. 

Gable and Miss Russell are ideally 
cast for the two principal roles. For- 
mer is swaggering, resourceful and 
adventurous to the danger point— 
and capably gets over these phases 
of the character. Miss Russell is fine 
in the early section, but drops into a 
groove in the second half secondary 
to the daring exploits staged by her 
companion. Matthew Boulton is most 
prominent in the supporting cast, 
with others, including Peter Lorre, 
Jessie Ralph, and Reginald Owen, 
appearing only briefly. 

_Clarence Brown directs at a con- 
sistent pace, and manages to hold 
attention throughout. Mountain-side 
battle between the British and Jap 
detachments looks like a sham en- 
gagement, but it is confined to limited 
footage. Picture has been provided 
with plenty of Far Eastern atmos- 
phere in production mounting, which 
is elaborately presented throughout. 

Walt. 


UNDERGROUND 


_ Warner Bros. production and release 
Features Jeffrey Lynn, Philip Dorn, Kaaren 
Verne, Mona Maris. Directed by Vincent 


Sherman. Screenplay, Edwin Justus Mayer 
and Oliver H. P, Garrett; camera, Sid 
Hickox; musical score, Adolph Deutsch; 


musical director, Leo F. Forbstein; editor, 
Thomas Pratt. At Globe, N. Y.. June 21, 






‘41, dual. Running time, 95 MINS, 

3 ER ys Sea ee Jeffrey Lynn 
Te INNS oo eas 59:03:45.8 hac on Philip Dorn 
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As one of a swelling succession of 
anti-Nazi pictures, ‘Underground’ is 
moderately successful. It appears to 
be somewhat too grim for real box- 





office success, despite its tense and PIS necessary enrollment for the 


timely compulsion. Yet if the Amer- 
ican public is to be awakened to the 

ril of the Nihilist revolution, Hol- 
ywood must do its part, regardless 
of financial considerations. From 
that standpoint, ‘Underground’ is an 
Seyeem, vital and arousing clarion 
call. 

Film received a bit of advance 
publicity when Warners announced 
that last-minute changes were being 
made to include reference to the 
Hess flight to England. However, 
that appears to be merely a shrewd 
exploitation, as the Hess mention is 
merely a line or so of dialog without 
plot significance. So is a_ similar 
dialog reference to the Bismarck 
sinking. In essence, ‘Underground’ 
is merely another violent attack on 
the barbarism of Nazism, with ele- 
ments of the chase, minor romance 
and a gleam of hope at the finale. 
But it has the urgency of an over- 
powering subject, with the usual 
Warner punch. It’s a potent picture. 

Yarn deals with the underground 
anti-Nazi movement in the Reich, 
specifically, with the outlaw short- 
wave radio stations that help to 
spread the voice of truth and free- 
dom and thus keep Nazi officialdom 
in a state of frenzy. It’s a story of 
brother-against-brother, of a forbid- 
den love between a young, idealistic 
Nazi zealot and a girl member of the 
underground movement, and of a 
tragic death of several leaders of the 
group serving to open the eyes of 
the hero to the real evil of Nazism. 

The fact that there is a ray of 
hope for the future in the redemp- 
tion of the young Nazi doesn’t al- 
leviate the pervading gloom of the 
final scene. Therefore, that and the 
grim nature of the whole picture 
make it a dubious boxoffice bet. 
But dramatically, it*gives the film an 
impressive impact and it should do 
more to arouse Americans to the 
peril to their civilization than some 
pretty little escapist treatment would 
do. ; é 
From a scripting, production, di- 
rection and acting standpoint, ‘Un- 
derground’ is a sincere effort. It is 
obviously not an expensive picture, 
yet it has the integrity that im- 
dicates its makers believed in 
what they were doing. Thus, script, 
direction and camera combine to 
create an atmosphere of burning 
idealism and terrifying peril. Simi- 
larly, Jeffrey Lynn, Philip Dorn and 
Kaaren Verne are undeniably per- 
suasive as the young leads, while 
Mona Maris, Peter Whitney, Martin 
Kosleck, Erwin Kalser and Ilka 
Gruning are convincing in support- 
ing leads. There are also several 
notable bit performances by Ludwig 
Stossel, Wolfgang Zilzer and Roland 
Varno. 

Added to its somber subject mat- 
ter and story flavor, the film’s lack 
of marquee names will hurt business 
outside the first-runs. So will its 
lengthy running time, 95 minutes, 
which is too much for comfortable 
spotting in the duals. But ‘Under- 
ground’ is a vital picture, and War- 
ners rates credit for making it. Com- 
pany deserves to make monev on it, 
but probably won't. Hobe. 


Sweetheart Of The 


Campus 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, June 24. 

Columbia release of Jack Fier prodac- 
tion. Features Ruby Keeler, Harriet Hil- 
liard, Ozzie Nelson band. Directed by Ed- 
ward Dmytryk. Screenplay, Robert D. An- 
drews, Edmund Hartmann; story, Andrews; 
songs, Eddie Cherkose, Jacques Press, Wal- 
ter G. Samuels, Charles Newman, Jacques 
Krakeur; camera, Franz F, Planer; editor, 
William Lyon; asst. director, Seymour 
Friedman; music, M. W. Stoloff: dances, 
Louis Da Pron. Previewed at Alexander, 


Glendale, June 23, Running time, 
64 MINS. 

SEE SUMO coc kscdncedstonces Ruby Keeler 
Ozzie Norton...sssceesss+-...-OBzie Nelson 
Harriet Hale. .cccsccecccses Harriet Hilliard 
TOCEN JOUR. «6 icepneseocteeses Gordon Oliver 
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Victor Demond.....cccoress: Charles Judels 
Mrs. Minnie Sparr....... Kathleen Howard 
ee | Re ee Byron Foulger 
De, ME ane caens@eadaeens George Lessey 
Se, ST oe kv a cncontesvewes Frank Gaby 
em. PUTT Pe ee Leo Watson 


The Four Spirits of Rhythm 





This effort to turn out a moderate 
budget filmusical with a collegiate 
background flunks out in almost 
every department. Carrying a loose- 
ly constructed story with characters 
and motivations in soft-focus 
throughout—and with little zing in 
the seven songs and their presenta- 
tion—picture will have to depend on 
fill-in bookings in the subsequent 
duals, where customers are not par- 
ticular about the supporting attrac- 
tion. 

Ruby Keeler returns to films in- 
auspiciously as the dancer with 
Ozzie Nelson’s band. Leader is not 
too camera shy, but gets tangled in 
the sophomoric script and direction. 
Harriett Hilliard somehow gets Nel- 
son in the end, but only after she 
sings two songs along the way. Nel- 
son’s band is engaged for a night 
spot near a college, but bluenose 
trustee Kathleen Howard has the 
place closed. Nelson, Miss Keeler 
and band members enroll in the col- 
lege, opening with a student dance 
in the cafe in the gymnasium. It 
then develops the school needs dou- 
ble its enrollment to prevent prop- 
erty returning to Miss Howard, and 
group put on publicity campaign to 
get more students. Miss Keeler 
leaves for a New York show on find- 
ing Nelson in love with Miss Hil- 
liard, but returns quickly with a 
hattalion of stage door Johnnies to 





school to continue. 

In between there’s much collegiate 
by-play that does nothing more than 
fill out footage. College atmosphere 
gets by with moderate production 
staging, but everything else clearly 
shows small time effort. Even the 
Ruby Keeler dance routines fail to 
generate more than moderate inter- 
est at the particular moments of 
presentation, Walt. 


FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE 


20th-Fox release of Lucien Hubbard pro- 
duction. Directed by Shepard Traube, 
Features Ned Sparks, Marjorie Weaver, 
Ted North, Joan Davis. Screenplay, Wanda 
Tuchok, Ethel Hill and Walter Bullock, 
based on original by Clarence Budington 
Kelland; camera, Charles Clarke; editor, 
Nick De Maggio; music, Emil Newman. 
Reviewed at RKO Albee, Brooklyn, June 
20, 41, dual. Running time, 66 MINS, 





Jonathan B. Sweet............- Ned Sparks 
Dime Pringle..........++- Marjorie Weaver 
Bertram Erasmus Dillsome...... Ted North 
Dottie Nickerson.........++++5: Joan Davis 
Middlesex. .....sccccseceeees Pierre Watkin 
Miss Sawter.......0+.+ eecescess Lenita Lane 
Mr. Jackma@n......seeees eeeese Richard Lane 
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Mrs. Lloyd Kennar...........- Lois Wilson 
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Julius H. Pringle......+...- Tully Marshall 
a a a coed 6 hep dae whe es Phyllis Fraser 
Father McKinley.....-..++-+++- Olaf Hytten 
Amy Devore.....scocscercssces Isabel Jewell 
MrOtheP ..occscavicccescececeee DO Brutier 
Mise Mertom....cccccccrcsvers Janet Beecher 
Mrs. Jellicoe........ Helena Phillips Evans 
Mrs. Franklin Evans..... Margaret Dumont 





‘For Beauty's Sake’ is one of those 
inferior B’s that have been one of 
the basic reasons why Hollywood 
is confronted with its present box- 
office problem. Story itself, while 
originally from the pen of Clarence 
Budington Kelland, doesn’t suggest 
much of the Handiwork of that 
craftsman in the screenplay written 
by Wanda Tuchok, Ethel Hill and 
Walter Bullock. It'll even have 
trouble getting by on the lower half 
of dual bills. 

It’s about a college professor who 
inherits a beauty salon and the 
blackmailing ring for which the 
salon has become a front. It’s all 
very ineffectual. ; 


Joan Davis’ comedy material, 
while somewhat questionable as far 
as gusty laughs are concerned, may 
be overlooked to some extent by the 
comedienne’s innate ability. She’s 
one of the cast’s lone redeeming fea- 
tures. Ned Sparks is another, as 
the sourpuss press agent. Marjorie 
Weaver lends looks to the film, but 
her role, that of a gal pursuer of 
the prof, is out of her metier. Ted 
North, as the prof, has lots to learn 
as an actor. Naka. 


The Parson Of Panamint 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 17. 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production; associate producer, Lewis J. 
Rachmil. Stars Charlie Ruggles, Ellen 


Drew, Phillip Terry. Directed by William 
McGann. Screenplay by Harold Shumate 
and Adrian Scott; based on novel by Peter 
B. Kyne; camera, Russell Harlan; editor, 
Sherman Rose; associate editor, Carroll 
Lewis; assistant director, John Sherwood, 
Previewed in studio Projection Room, June 





16, "41. Running time: 84 MINS, 
Chuckawalla Bill Redfield..Charlie Ruggles 
) i ge, Perey ee Ellen Drew 
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Timothy Hadley.......+e....Harry Hayden 
Prosecuting Attorney......... Russell Hicks 
Peter B. Kyne’s tale of a two- 


fisted sky pilot who pours spiritual 
guidance into a western gold bo- 
nanza town of the ’90s has been 
utilized with variations by Holly- 
wood’s western scripters during the 
past two decades. But in this re- 
make of Paramount’s first screen 
version (1916) the original yarn is 
better than the imitations. ‘Parson 
of Panamint’ is a topnotch program 
action melodrama that will provide 
strong support for the key duals, but 
best reaction will come in the family 
and small town bookings. 

Although picture carried a mod- 
erate negative cost in comparison to 
the super-westerns of major com- 
panies, it combines a compact script, 
fast-paced direction, well-told story 
and generally fine performances. 
Underlying theme of brotherly love 
preachment is deftly presented for 
most favorable’ attention from 
churchgoers—and this angle can be 
stressed for profitable exploitation. 

Kyne’s story details the adventures 
of a young minister engaged to guide 
the spiritual destinies of the rough- 
tough mining town of Panamint. His 
sympathetic campaign to corral the 
respect and loyalty of the lawless; 
antagonism of the straight-laced citi- 
zens; trial for murder of a gambler; 
romance with a dance hall enter- 
tainer; and final bursting of the 
bonanza bubble are all told in a 
compact package of fil.nized story- 
telling. 

Charlie Ruggles clicks effectively 
as the philosophical and easy-going 
prospector, Chuckawalla Bill, who 
discovers the mine and stays around 
to be the town’s mayor and mentor. 
Phillip Terry is excellent as the 
young sky pilot; Ellen Drew grooves 
neatly as the be-ruffled dance hall 
girl; and supporting characters are 
ably selected for realistic but not 
over-sketched portrayals of typical 


(Continued on page 18) 
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The Parson Of Dasenint| 





(Continued from page 16) 


western habitants. Joseph Schild- 
kraut is the gambling resort owner; 
Clem Bevans the town drunk for 
many chuckles; and Frank Puglia 
the Mexican bandit reformed by the 
preacher. 

William McGann, who has been 
shuffled around in the minor league 
directing field for severa:i years, puts 

lenty of action and excitement into 
his piloting, which is a deft admix- 
ture of character etchings and melo- 
drama. Picture briefly utilizes the 
flashback technique, with sourdough 
prospector Ruggles surveying the 
ghost town and then relating the 
history of the boom days. It’s one 
of the most logical uses of flashback 
story-telling of the past several 
months. 

Production layout and backgrounds 
are authentically reproduced. Rus- 
sell Harlan’s photography is of high 
standard. Walt, 


SAN ANTONIO ROSE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 18. 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction. Features Jane Frazee, Robert 
Paige, Eve Arden, Lon Chaney, Jr., Shemp 

oward, Merry Macs. Directed by Charles 

mont. Screenplay by Hugh Wedlock, 
Jr., Howard Snyder and Paul Gerard 
Smith; original story by Jack Lait, Jr.; 
camera, Stanley Cortez; editor, Milton Car- 
ruth; dances, Nick Castle. Previewed at 


Alexander, Glendale, June 17, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 62 INS, 
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This is another in Universal’s se- 
ries of song-title program filmusi- 
cals. Overloaded with total of nine 
song numbers, which are strung to- 
gether in series, picture uses only a 
wisp of Jack Lait, Jr.’s_ original 
story. Result is mainly a showcase 
for the melodies delivered by the 
Merry Macs and Jane Frazee with 
Minor assistance from Eve Arden 
and Robert Paige. ‘San Antonio 
Rose’ will garner support bookings 
in the subsequent bookings for 
which it is intended. 


When a roadhouse operator is 
threatened by his opposition and 
closes the place, Robert Paige and 
his orch and the Jane Frazee-Eve 
Arden stranded sister team meet to 
revive the layout. After this intro- 
duction, story gets lost in the shuffle 
in favor of the musical display, 
which runs almost continuously from 
that point to the finish. 

Despite the current radio and juke 

latter popularity of the Merry 

acs, their six appearances discount 
the effectiveness of the numbers. 
Delivery of ‘Hut Sut Song’ by the 
foursome is the standout number of 
the film, while ‘San Antonio Rose’ 
and ‘Mexican Jumping Bean’ also 


help. even such capable players as 
Wallace Ford, Jean Parker and Jed 
Prouty appearing stilted. _ 

Yarn rushes Wally Williams out on 
a mysterious suicide story. He de- 
cides it is anything but suicide. 
Trails a mysterious note and discov- 
ers a second slaying. Then the ar- 
dent police ‘leg-man’ fathoms it as 
the work of a large fifth-column syn- 
dicate—and all this time he has been 
unable to see or phone his bride of 
the same day. Fifth-column mob 
then kidnaps Wally; then his bride 
(plot gets them together in this way); 
but it all winds up conventionally, 
with Wally’s gangster pals coming to 
the rescue. 

Ford, as the police reporter-hero, 
has a terrible time trying to be-a 
convincing newspaperman. Jean 
Parker, as his newly-wed bride, is 
given a goshawful role, but manages 
to work something out of it in the 
closing reels. Closeups of her are 
anything but flattering. Jed Prouty's 
portrayal of the city editor is dif- 
ferent, even if unlike anything in 
real life. Paul Fix, as Wally’s gang- 
ster pal, steals all of the gang-action 
scenes. 

Some of the supporting characters 
are poor, though Betty Compson, 
Matty Fain and Evalyn Knapp do 
okay. Wear. 


GANG’S ALL HERE 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
production, Stars Frankie Darro; features 
Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jones, Keye 
Luke, Mantan Moreland. Directed by Jean 
Yarbrough. Original screenplay by Ed- 
mond Kelso; editor, Jack Ogilvie; camera, 
Mack Stengler. At New York, N. Y., week 





June 18. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Prrankieé....cccccccccccvcscecs Frankie Darro 
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Mildly effective dual candidate 


built around the freight trucking 
business. It’s a confusing story 
loosely put together, which never 
gets anywhere in particular in the 
unfolding. Frankie Darro, adolesc- 
ent counterpart of Jimmy Cagney 
has the star part and succeeds in 
being only partially convincing in 
the role of a wheel-wise, tough. 
truck pilot. 


Writers have Darro coming to the 
rescue, via a newspaper ad, of a 
trucking outfit which is losing its 
drivers and crates via the sabotage 
route. Rival haulers are wrecking 
’em by knocking the wagons off the 
road, then hijacking their contents 
Meantime, the owner of the crates 
being put out of commission is in 
cahoots with the division superin- 
tendent of the insurance outfit 
which makes good the losses. Super 
in turn, is cooperating with the out- 
fit that’s doing the wrecking. 

It’s a thoroughly mixed up affair 
finally straightened out by Darrc 
after several trips during which he 
fights off a hijackers’ truck bent on 
ditching his jallopy. No matter how 
many trucks are lost the same twce 
are in evidence all through. Darro 
and his pal, colored Mantan Mare- 





catch attention. Miss Frazee also 
joins the Merry Macs for several 
turns at harmonizing, in addition to 
handling a couple of tunes solo. Rob- 
ert Paige will provide better de- 
livery when he loses his apparent 
self-consciousness in front of the 
mike. 

Lon Chaney, Jr., and Shemp How- 
ard, aS a pair of plug-uglies, are in- 
serted for elemental rowdy comedy 
which hits both high and low spots. 
Much of the action takes place in the 
night spot room, which is okay set- 
ting for the purpose. Walt. 


ROAR OF THE PRESS 


Monogram release of Scott Dunlap pro- 
duction. Features Jean Parker, Wallace 
Ford, Jed Prouty. Directed by Phil Rosen. 
Screenplay by Albert Duffy; original story, 
Alfred Block; editor, Jack Ogilvie; camera, 
Harry Neumann. At Strand, Brooklyn, 
week June 19, '41, dualed. Running time, 


IL MINS. 
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What purports to be a front-page 
drama is only a synthetic conception 
of a daring police reporter in action 
-—the sort who always breaks his big 
story before the coppers learn about 
it. Picture has gripping moments 
when a fifth columnist gang is 
broken up by some city gangster pals 
of the aforementioned police scrib- 
bler. But it takes these later pas- 
sages to save ‘Roar of the Press,’ and 
give it even a chance in the lower 
half of weaker dualers. 

Al Block’s so-called original about 
the overworked police reporter who 
neglects his newly-wed wife because 
he’s so engrossed in solving two mur- 
der mysteries for his daily is not 
heightened by Albert Duffys’ screen- 
play adaptation. Nearly all plot ele- 
ments seem quaintly familiar, except 
done so much better in previous 
films. Phil Rosen’s direction is no 


land, whose performance is the most 
acceptable, finally get themselves 
captured by the rival gang and from 
there on begin to unravel the maze 
of trails, by escaping, getting re- 
captured and then turning the tables 
again in a weak finale. 

Keye Luke, Chinese, best known 
for his roles as son of Charlie Chan 
is injected as an undercover agent 
for the insurance outfit being 
clipped. He’s run in as an unpaid 
observer trying to learn the truck- 
ing racket, only to flash his badge 
and reveal his true calling. Jackie 
Moran” is cast as jelly-spined me- 
chanic continually being needled br 
the boss’ daughter to assert himself 
Marcia Mae-Jones handles the latter 
part without distinction. 

Camera work is nothing to brag 
about and the direction stumbles 
often. Wood. 


LOUIS-CONN FIGHT 


Joe Louis and Billy Conn for world’s 
heavyweigtt boxing championship: at the 
Polo Grounds, N. Y., June 18, 1941, under 
promotion of Mike Jacobs for whom fight 
was filmed by Pathe News Commercial 
Dept.; reviewed at Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Running time, 22 MINS. 





Fight did not have a sensational 
feature such as happened in the first 
round of the scrap between Joe 
Lovis and Buddy Baer, when the lJat- 
ter knocked the champ through the 
hopes in the first round, but last 
week’s match had points subject to 
discussion which are clearly shown 
in the film. For that reason alone, 
aside from the stirring exhibition of 
courage exhibited by Pittsburgh’s 
Billy Conn, the latest challenger, the 
picture should fare very well. 

As with other fight films made by 
RKO’s Pathe, hardly any footage is 
wasted on preliminary matter or ex- 
cessive billing. Only now and then 
a commentator is heard pointing out 
salient incidents, but otherwise the 
sound track’s recording of the 
crowd’s constant buzzing. accom- 
panies the pictured milling. Only a 
few rounds are shown in entirety, 
all others being cut prior to release, 
otherwise the film would be dull. 
Fight pictures are necessarily repeti- 
tious, but kere is an exception, with 








the slim challenger, Conn, upsetting 
all predictions by nearly winning the 
title. As the average person 1s 
aware of that, audience interest is 
assured. At times on a very hot aft- 
ernoon, with light attendance in at 
the State, there were comments and 
plaudits from those out front.: 

Conn is usually a very slow start- 
er, but he displayed class early in 
the contest and by round four it was 
clear that he not only did not fear 
the vaunted Detroit Brown Bomber, 
but started cuffing the much heavier 
man about. Louis was rated under 
par condition, yet the number of 
wallops absorbed by Conn was 
amazing and that will be evident 
even to the average picture fan. 
Conn backed away, circling the ring 
center in many rounds, but thaf is 
written off because of his~ valiant 
battle. 

His showing in the 1lth and 12th 
rounds, when he dazed Louis with 
wallops, are the highlights of the 
picture. One of the three slow rao- 
tion shots depict the champ close to 
being belted off his feet, and the 
commentator says it was then that 
Conn nearly won the title. In the 
13th round, when Conn was knocked 
out, the slow motion clip is again a 
valuable adjunct, because there is 
detail that few in the packed ball 
park could visually absorb alto- 
gether. 

Detail of referee Eddie Joseph 
counting over Conn is more contro- 
versial in the picture than it was at 
the Polo Grounds. There was only 
two seconds to go before the end of 
the round, and the film indicates that 
the referee could have ruled that the 
contender had arisen at the very 
instant that the count of 10 was 
completed. Some fight commentators 
gave the referee a journalistic blast- 
ing and raged that Joseph should 
have given Conn a chance. 
Others saw it differently. They 
felt, as did Conn’s handlers, that the 
lad had absorbed all the punishment 
possible. They made no protest then 
nor afterward, same going for the 
courageous Pittsburgher, a_ light- 
heavyweight who got on the scales 
one pound under the division limit 
of 175. 

Film finales with a brief clip of 
Conn in his dressing room after the 
fight. Challenger smiles and is heard 
saying that he thinks he earned an- 
other shot at the title and that Uncle 
Mike (Jacobs) would probably give 
it to him. That little affair is due 
it to him. However, there’s the little 
matter of Louis being signed to fight 
Lou Nova first in September . 

Ibee. 


The Medico Of Painted 


Springs 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 19. 


Columbia release of Jack Fier produc- 
tion. Stars Charles Starrett. Directed by 
Lambert Hillyer. Screenplay by Winston 
Miller and Wyndham Gittens; story by Git- 
tens; based on book by James L. Rubel; 
camera, Benjamin Kline; editor, Mel Thor- 
sen; asst. director, Milton Carter. Pre- 
viewed in studio projection room, June 18, 
"41. Running time, 59 MINS, 


Steven Monroe..........0.: Charles Starrett 
Nancy Richards. .......cccce: Terry Walker 
SO TIGRIS, . iicccccccccts Ben Taggart 
fee eae Ray . Bennett 
a. 2. eee Wheeler Oakman 
Kentucky Lane..........e00% Richard Fiske 
ree. ae Edmund Cobh 


-Edythe Eiliott 









1 Severe ..-Bud Osborne 

DGS EOS CK uh b Waka ws alsin dhe vee Steve Clark 

DC tabebreccasgViwev6scn Charles Hamilton 

PG eer eT eee re eee George Chesebro 
The Simp-Vhonies 

Seeking a new angle for the 


Charles Starrett westerns, Columbia 
launches a new series in which he is 
a wandering cowboy doctor, pausing 
long enough in each community to 
straighten out local problems. Looks 
like a combination of the ideas of 
‘Hopalong Cassidy’ and ‘Dr. Kildare,’ 
but future issues of the group needs 
better and fresher material than dis- 
played here to continue for long. 
Saddled with sophomoric episodes 
and dialog, ‘The Medico of Painted 
Springs’ will find its groove for the 
Saturday matinees, where the kids 
stand for anything as long as it’s a 
western. 

; Starrett, as an army doctor exam- 
‘ining recruits for the Rough Riders, 
becomes the center of a battle be- 
tween the cattle men and sheep 
ranchers—but hangs around long 
enough to round up the gang creat- 
ing the ‘trouble and then moving off 
for another assignment in the next. 
Picture has the usual display of fast 
riding, fist fights and western cliches 
—and dialog of the 10-20-thirt’ era. 
Inclusion of the Simp-Phonies, com- 
edy cowboy whatisit quartet, for 
comedy and songs, does no more 
than fill out the running time. Pic- 
ture was turned out on low budget, 
and constantly reminds of corner- 
cutting in the unfolding. Even one 
obvious stutter in lines is retained 
to demonstrate the fast shooting 
schedule routined. Walt. 


TWO AWAY AT COL. 
Hollywood, June 24. 

Two pictures hopped off yesterday 
(Mon.) on the Columbia lot and an- 
other is slated to start a week later. 
Yesterday’s starters were ‘You Be- 
long to Me,’ produced and directed 
by Wesley Ruggles, and ‘Three Girls 
About Town,’ produced by Sam 
Bischoff and directed by Leigh 
Jason, Next Monday (30) Charles R. 
Rogers puts ‘The Gentleman Mis- 
behaves’ into production. 








North From Lone Star 


Columbia release of Leon Barsha produce 
tion. Stars Bill Elliott. Directed by Lam- 
bert Hillyer. Original screenplay by 
Charles Francis Royal; camera, Benjamin 
Kline; editor, Mel Thorsen. At Central, 
N. Y., week June 21, ‘41, dualed. Running 
time, 58 MINS. 


IChOK..-cecssseecees Bill Elliott 
Clint Srahesss eeenebensedqeese Richard Fiske 
Madge Wilsom......eeeeeeeree Dorothy Fay 
Cannonball... ccccccccccsccccece Dub Taylor 
*"Piash’ Kirby...-...ceseeeerees Arthur Loft 
‘Rawhide’ Fenton......+-++++++> Jack Roper 
Spike... ..ceeccercceveveeers Chuck Morrison 
Lucy Belle....esseceecececee Claire Rochelle 
BIOBR. ccccccceecrccscesoeoccetonses Al Rhein 
Dusty Daggett.......-+-+++4. Edmund Cobb 


This is another Wild Bill Hickok 
adventure film, again spotting Bill 
Elliott in the title role. Nicely 
made western, ‘North from the Lone 
Star’ contains more fist fights and 
roaring six-shooter battles than 
others built around the famed west- 
ern gunman and ‘peaceful man.’ 
Chuckful of swift action that oats 
opera patrons go for; hence, well 
suited in lower section of duals in 
houses where they appreciate cactus 
capers. 

. New Bill Hickok fable follows 
formula western plots; the one 
where the righteous. six-shooting 
hero comes in and cleans up a 
pioneer town run by an unscrupul- 
ous clique. This typed yarn is the 
one where the gun-toting stalwart 
agrees to become the town sheriff 
so he can clean up the gang. Usual 
results are achieved two minutes 
before the fadeout, which gives 
Wild Bill an opportunity to ride 
away from two clutching maidens 
and give the film a comedy finish. 

Romantic tinge attempted is too 
confusing for ordinary audiences. 
First it’s the pretty, pure damsel who 
pouts when Wild Bill seems to pick 
on her brother. Then it’s the dance 
hall moll who suddenly takes an in- 
terest in the tall, handsome stranger 
—even to staking him with $20,000 
if he’li ‘go away with her.’ Wouldn’t 
be in best western film tradition for 
the hero to fall for this line of pal- 
aver, and so he doesn’t. 

Nicely compact script job boosts 
the yarn over the repeatedly told 
episodes. Besides Bill Elliott’s neat 
portrayal of the Wild Biil Hickok 
role, Dub Taylor provides. essential 
comic relief as Cannonball, his side- 
kick. 

Wear. 


Billy the Kid’s Fighting 
Pals 


PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produc- 
tion. Stars Bob Steele; features Al ‘Fuzzy’ 
St. John. Directed by Sherman Scott; 
screenplay by George Plympton; camera, 
Jack Greenhalgh; editor, Holbrook WN, 
Todd; music director, Dave Chudnow. Re- 
viewed at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., June 19, 





‘41, dual. Running time, 59 MINS, 
DA Sretecsawatsvese veneers. Bob Steele 
WU Ceconeheees osecesececenes Al St, Jon 
pV TT TT TTT TTT TT Tee Phyllis Adair 
A eer TTT eee re Carleton Young 
Ns ebhaeo <5 seth eebeuenes ce Charles King 
Dw ik boasts ovndeceeveaens Curley Dresden 
Ls On 6 cae 0-64:008 666668 Edward Peil, Sr. 
Nn 6:644 ¢s4vb00 6000s ebb eare Hal Price 
NNN 6.40% 606-60 0:0.06 64600004 George Chesebro 
ES kb ce Kane dhs 64 64608 Forrest Taylor 
MNS 06:60:60 6s4000bb0 046400000 Budd Buster 
Pi rsieptet ised kaanweaes Julian Ravero 
Another in Sigmund Neufeld’s 


seemingly interminable series, ‘Billy, 
the Kid’s Fighting Pals’ is far below 
its predecessors in every department. 
Unbelievable situations, pathetic 
comedy and draggy dialog gang up 
on the players. 

Script makes only halfhearted at- 
tempt to tie up its Billy with the real 
western outlaw and the Metro re- 
lease with Robert Taylor in the title 
spot makes this look unbelievably 
sad in comparison. Biz anticipation 
here is way off and even the most 
faithful western addicts will find it 
hard to last out. 

Plot puts Bob Steele, as Billy, with 
pals Carleton Young and Al ‘Fuzzy’ 
St. John in a western village rapidly 
becoming a ghost town because Bank- 
er Edward Peil, Sr. and his gang 
have driven everyone out either via 
bankruptcy or bullets. Trio comes 
across ambushed U. S. Marshal and 
after taking him to a ranch house, 
decide to carry out his mission of 
justice. 

There are the usual honest busi- 
nessmen indignant at Peil’s dealings 
and a veiled hint here and there of 
a mysterious tunnel Peil’s men are 
digging. Long before the last reel 
audience learns Peil is digging a tun- 
nel across the border and plans to 
use it in smuggling activities. What 
he plans to smuggle is referred to 
only as ‘stuff’. Peil’s ward, pretty 
Phyllis Adair, is an unwilling aide in 
his nefarious activities and finally 
turns against him. George Plymp- 
ton’s script attempts to deal with too 
many elements and Director Sher- 
man Scott has fallen down in pacing 
the action. Art. 


It’s Turned Out Nice 


Again 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Londagn, June 1. 

United Artists release of Ealing Studios- 
Michael Balecon production. Stars George 
Formby, features Edward Chapman, Peggy 
Bryan, Mackenzie Ward, Hay Petrie, 0. B 
Clarence, Ronald Ward, Elliot Mason. Di- 
rected by Marcel Varnel. Screenplay, Aus- 
tin Melford, from play ‘is You Are,’ by 
‘Wells Root and Hugh Mills. At Phoenix, 
London. Running time, 80 MINS, 





Producers have gone outside of the 
usual George Formby slapstick set- 





up, serving the toothy comic in a 





ee 


domestic background with a credible 
yarn. Result will set him better 
with metropolitan audiences in his 
homeland. Film makes a_ good 
enough claim for extra territorial 
attention, programmers should find 
it okay for chuckles, simple comedy 
and sound playing among the sup- 
port. It’s an unpretentious produc- 
tion; a little deeper stab into the 
purse would have benefitted as a 
whole. 

Picture version stays with the 
original stage vehicle from which it 
was adapted, only going outside for 
reasons of footage. These extra sit- 
uations do not stack up as well in 
writing or comedy. But script as a 
whole fits Formby better than the 
underwear he sells in its unfolding, 
Beset with usual family squabble be- 
tween a new wife and a jealous ma, 
Formby scores as the worm who 
turns; he’s believable, a satisfying 
boob who comes out right in the 
end. Here it’s through buying in on 
what was intended as a fake, a new 
type of spun cotton that makes up 
into transparent undies for the 
femmes. 

Peggy Bryan, cute and attractive 
as the wife, teams with the good 
work turned in right down the line 
in giving comedian plenty aid. 
Notable is Ronald Ward as the 
suave trickster and Hay Petrie 
steals his usual footage, this time 
as a drunk. Latter sequence in a 
nitery has Formby with a bunch of 
belles for a song. He has two more 
in the film, all doing their job the 
way they were’ intended—saucy 
lyrics for snickers. 

Marcel Varnel’s direction is okay 
where he had the material; else- 
where, contribution is just passable. 
Camera job is standard, editing is 
loose in spots and feature will gain 
if fault is corrected for the duals. 

Film is first .one under the new 
UA-Ealing Studios pact. But it’s 
Formby’s last for Ealing, comedian 
henceforth going to Columbia with 
his own production setup. 


WRANGLER’S ROOST 


(WITH SONGS) 

Monogram release of George W. Week's 
production. Stars Ray Corrigan, John King 
and Max Terhune. ‘Directed by S. Roy 
Luby; screenplay by John Blahos, Robert 
Finkle from original story by Earle Snell; 
camera, Robert Cline; editor, Roy Claire; 
music director, Frank Sanucc!. Reviewed 


at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., June 16, ‘41, 
dual. Running time, 57 MINS. 

CURED cocccnceceecereccessoss Ray Corrigan 
DUBty . cccccccccceccscsccccccecoed John King 
ATID. ccccecccvecsecocescccess Max Terhune 
The DOGCON..ccccccccesscces Forrest Taylor 
MOLY. cccccccccecveseescescccces Gwen Gaze 
Miler. wccccccccccccccccces George Chesebro 
Brady .ccocccesccccscccccccsccces Frank Ellis 
COINS. cccccsccscccccccveseses Jack Holmes 
GrOVE.cscccccscvcsecsces Walter Shumway 





Range Busters saddle up again in 
this western-mystery which scores as 
probably the best of the George W. 
Weeks-produced series. Ray Corri- 
gan, John King and Max Terhune 
take another stride in their bid for 
popularity with the bush leaguers in 
a corking screen adaptation by John 
Blahos and Robert Finkle of Earle 
Snell’s original story. 

Mystery angle is built around 
Black Bart, a bandit of some time 
back, always very polite during 
holdups and who always conducted 
the purse liftings behind an unloaded 
gun. After the bandit gives up his 
career, nothing is heard of him until 
a masked robber using Black Bart’s 
tactics once again relieves stages of 
their money boxes. Range Busters 
are detailed to smeli out the crook. 

Script mixes action with mystery 
by introducing Forrest Taylor as a 
man of God who is seeking to estab- 
lish a church in the town. George 
Chesebro, an habitual drunkard cured 
by Taylor, donates a choice piece of 
property to be used for a church. 
Frank Ellis, operator of the saloon 
and gambling house, wants the site 
for another casino and attempts to 
get Chesebro drunk so he’ll yield and 
sell. 

Taylor reveals he is Black Bart by 
playing a double or nothing poker 
game with Ellis in a nicely built-up 
climax, and also shows up Ellis as 
the latter-day Bart. 

King, who sings and acts equally 
well, warbles two western ditties, 
‘Wrangler’s Roost’ and ‘Joggin,’ both 
good. F : 

Photography, shot. on Corrigans 
ranch, is refreshingly good, but it's 
the script and performances of the 
top trio, plus Gwenn Gaze, as Chese- 
bro’s daughter, who deserve plaudits. 
S. Roy Luby again sat in the drivers 
seot and worked out the fine tempo. 

Though spotted mostly for western 
runs, this is easily worth space on 
better duals. Art. 


Los Martes, Orquideas 


(‘On Tuesdays, Orchids’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, June 10. 

Lumiton Films production and release. 
Stars Enrique Serrano; features Mirtha 
Legrand, Juan Carlos Thorry, Nury Montse, 
Felisa Mary, Silvana Roth, Sully Moreno, 
Ana Areodo, Juean Mangiante, Carlos 
Tajes, Alfredo Jordan, and Aurora Men- 
doza. Story by Sixto Pondal Rios and Care 
los Olivari. Directed by Francisco Mujica. 
Reviewed at the Broadway theatre, Buenos 
Aires. Running time, 84 MINS. 





Drawing bouquets from practically 
every local critic and attracting 
houses unlike any Argentine effort 
in some time, ‘Los Martes, Orquideas 
(‘On Tuesdays, Orchids) is one of 
the best nationally made comedies 
ever screened here, a natural for 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Scene crowding scene 
of the mightiest thrills 
the screen has ever 
known!...A thundering 
stampede of scorching 
action! ... All of the 
big moments from all 
of Frank Buck’s great- 
est shows streamlined 
into one gigantic carni- 
val of excitement! 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/41 





Glorify Pix Biz? 


—_——_—(ontinued from page 7 





hibitors) is a picture which would 
centre around a theatre and drive 
home to the fans the many benefits 
of attending a picture show. Some 
studio that will come along with a 
picture devoted to the exhibition 
business is going to do all right in 
selling that picture to theatres, ac- 
cording to the trend of thought indi- 
cated by the exhibitors at the meet- 
ing. 








Nabes’ Plea 
Allied nabe members also jumped 





i Col 5/7 CD 76 J. Cooper-J. Withers to their feet to ask why the distribs 
yg Ry 5/7 D 105 J. Crawford-M. Douglas evidently spend more time in co- 
House of Mystery ——. 6/4 : 4 pony operation with the downtown ex- 

R ; . -R. a 4 
pay een A the (20th) 4/30 D 90 A. Faye-J. Payne hibitors than they do with the nabes. 
Affectionately Yours (WB) 5/7 D 82 M. Oberon-D. Morgan Outlying houses claimed that, in 
aggregate, they spend as much 





money in papers as do the downtown 


WEEK OF RELEASE—-5/16/41 houses and rate similar breaks with 





the papers. Forthwith a suggestion 
She Knew All the Answers (Col) 5/21 C 4 J. Bennett-F. Tone was made that Allied take on a press 
Vll Wait for You (M-G) 5/14 D 73 M.Hunt-V. Weidler ( 
King of the Zombies (Mono) M 67 *ODz« Purcell-J. Woodbury agent and work with the member- 
There's Magic in Music (Par) BD A. Jones-S. Foster exhibs on exploitation. This received 
Desert Bandits (Rep) > a ans a 4 ay ~ such good response from the assem- 
Scan, ak Senta MUA y1/3 ; RD 100 M. Carroll-R. Colman blage that it is likely that Allied’s 
Tom Sawyer (UA) 2/16/38 CD 93 T. Kelly-E. Patterson leaders may go into this item seri- 


Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 B 65 B. Marshall-D. Bruce ously. 

Bill Bishop, defending the distrib 
exploiteers, spoke as a Metro p.a. to 
state that it is impossible to obtain 
breaks for all nabe exhibitors on 
pictures, since papers print news and 
when a picture hits the nabes it’s no 
longer news. Also the advertising 
expenditure of the nabe theatre can- 
not hope to compete with the down- 
town theatre. 

Nabe exhibitors, however, did 
come up with a plea for unity among 
the business associates and some 
spoke up for a need of educating the 
public on the benefits of going to a 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 





65 F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
97 «=W. Powell-M. Loy 
64 J.Lang-J. Downs 
69 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
69 G. Kibbee-D. Trout 
12 G. Roland-B. Barnes 
3 Mesquiteers 
J. Beal-M. Moscovich 
60 RK. Vallee-H. Parrish 
56 L. Patrick-R. Toomey 


Naval Academy (Col) 5/28 

Love Crazy (M-G) 5/14 

Redhead (Mono) 

Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5/21 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 
Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) 6/4 
Saddlemates (Rep) 

Great Commandment (20th) 

Too Many Blondes (U) 5/21 

The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 6/11 


Savtvatass 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 


» 





Adventure in Washington geod f be hf Boncee. ~—— nabe house instead of running down- 
— LA ioe (none) “ os W 60 D.Sharpe-J. Waldo town. Complained that there has 
I Wanted Wings (Par) 3/26 D 131 R.Milland-V. Lake been a whispering campaign that 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 97 A. Neagie-R. Bolger pictures are cut for nabe showing; 
Blood and Sand (20th) 4g an 4 — re ee tS and asked that the papers be asked 
atm ae / vt - : - Ph ee 
‘Dollar Baby (WB). 5/28 CD 102 P. Lane-J. Lynn to print running time on their pic- 


ture reviews so that the nabe ex- 
hibitors could point out that the run- 
ning time of the picture is the same 
in the nabe as downtown. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 





G. Garbo-R. Novarro 





ata Hari (M-G D 
lh med ate (Mono) 6/25 W - 57. R. Corrigan-J. King zy Kirsch On Duals 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 6/18 M 61 S.Gray-H. Sinclair Kirsch himself came through with 
For Beauty’s Sake (20th) 6/25 CD 66 M. Weaver-N. Sparks the most forceful of the addresses 
Men of the Timberlands (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine d for th hig hee 
Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) 2/12/35 D 90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien and for the most part spent his time 
Shining Victory (WB) 5/28 D 178 J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald in pounding home the point that the 


Allied members are against double 
features, and asked for an open poll 
which revealed all Allied members 
present 100% against doubles. This 
open voting, stated Kirsch, was to 
impress others that, despite some 





WEEK OF RELEASE-—6/13/41 








R. Sterling-D. Adams 
F. Craven-J. Todd 
F. Darro-M. Moreland 


The Get-Away (M-G) 6/11 D 338 
Richest Man in Town (Col) 6/12 cD 170 
Gang’s All Here (Mono) 6/25 Cc 63 


One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D M. Carroll-F. MacMurray oats 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) 6/18 W 58 T. Holt-R. Whitley statements that the small exhibitors 
Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 CD 54 L. Roberts-T. North are in favor of double features, the 
Tight Shoes (U) 6/11 C 67 J. Howard-B. Barnes Allied members in Chicago are flatly 
Broadway Limited (UA) 6/18 D 75 V.McLaglen-M. Woodworth opposed to them. 

Out of the Fog (WB) 6/11 D 85 J. Garfield-l. Lupino ‘ 


Kirsch stated that Allied members 
would return to singles as soon as 
the ‘big fellows’ (Balaban & Katz) 
did, and said that business is simply 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 








Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 74 R, Vallee-R. Lane terrible now with dayligh 
Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w Bill Elliot-M. Daily It is incongruous re cn Bayer: 
The Big Store (M-G) 6/11 C 84 Marx Bros.-T. Martin , Seen, ‘Wee 


Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D L. Gorcey-B, Jordan a customer walks up to a theatre 


a Point Widow (Par) 6/11 cD - Sere Carlson boxoffice in daylight at 8:45 p.m. and 
eluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 Disney Cartoon asks i j i 

aw ag Bay w ye ea ag 5 ly ~y os still 7 the entire 
Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 D 100 J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon show. irsch complained against 
San Antonio Rose (U) 6/25 MU 62 R. Paige-J. Frazee running time of double features 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks which break the final show at after 





1 a.m. and said that it is impossible 
to ask a workingman, who must be 
up early in the morning, to sit 
through some four hours of show. 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 
Medico of Painted Springs (Col) 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) 


R. Keeler-O° Nelson 
C. Starrett-T. Walker 
T. Keene-B. Miles 


6/25 MU 64 
6/25 W 539 
w 




















} ea Met = See OS) 6/25 D 92 C. Gable-R. Russell e 
e Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 Ww 84 E. Drew-C. Ruggles p 
= ee (RKO) M F. Buck reviews 
ery Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 CD 80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Puddin’ Head (Rep) i Cc J. Canova-F. Lederer Continued from page 5 
Kansas Cyclone (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick f 
Hit the Road (U) D 62 G.George-B. MacLane set for release after Sept. 1, when 
Underground (WB) 6/25 D 95 J.Lynn-K. Verne the distribution provisions of the 


a3 
effective. 
Theory of the fortnight’s handi- 
cap was a convenience to the fan 
mags due to their press schedules. 
Also, they argued, why have some 


consent 


decree become 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 
I Was a Prisoner on Devil’s Island (Col) D 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) cD 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) Cc 


10 D. Woods-S. Eilers 
W. Beery-V. Weidler 
B. Hope-D. Lamour 


G. Rogers-G. Murph . : . 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 135 special correspondents in Holly- 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) Ww 3 Mesquiteers wood covering the film front, if no 
Bachelor Daddy (U) Cc Baby Sandy-E. E. Horton special consideration is accorded 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) Cc D. Morgan-J. Wyatt them. 








It is the consensus in the east that 
published reviews in daily news- 
papers and lay weeklies will defeat 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 





Two in a Taxi (Col) D A. Louise-R. Hayden 

Ringside Maisie (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-G. Murphy od very purposes of the consent 
City Limits (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey ecree by the influence they might 
Forced Landing (Par) M R. Arlen-E. Gabor exert on prospective exhibitor buy- 
They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett ers. The entire intent of the decree 
Accent on Love (20th) D G. Montgomery-O. Massen it is pointed t, is th 
Hello, Sucker (U) Cc H. Herbert-T. Brown P out, is that the theatre 
Bride Came C.0.D. (WB) cD B. Davis-J. Cagney operators of the country, particularly 





those unaffiliated with any national 
distributing organization, shall have 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 
complete freedom in the selection of 





Blondie in Society (Col) Cc P, Singleton-A. Lake films for their own communities, ex- 
Son of , Crosteert (Col) ¥ B. Elliott-I. Meredith cept for such guidance and aid as has 
ance Ha C. Romero-C. Landis been lon i seit 
Raiders of the Desert (U) Ww R. Arlen-A. Devine trade seate yee within the 
Bullets for O’Hara (WB) D J. Perry-R. Pryor - Recognition of the im- 


portant part which the film trade 
press occupies was given legal 
significance in the decree, which 
makes it mandatory that notices of 
exhibitor territorial tradeshowings 
shall be advertised by the distribu- 
tors. 

The advertising manager of one of 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 





The Officer and the Lady (Col) 
‘The Deadly Game (Mono) 
Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 
Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 
This Woman Is Mine (U) 
Bad Men of. Missouri, (WB) 


R. Hudson-R. Pryor 
J. Lang-C. Farrell 

J. Wayne-B. Field 

L. Erroll-K. Howell 
F. Tone-C. Bruce 

J. Wyman-D. Morgan 





| seaves 
& 





the majors declares, ‘The arrange- 
ments which our own and other 
studios have made for advance show- 
ings of the films to Hollywood news- 
paper and magazine correspondents 
were entered into without any con- 
sultation in advance with the New 
York office. This might be expected 
in the light of the trend of the past 
few years during which the studios 
have taken the initiative in many 
trade matters, but the understanding 
with the press is ill-advised con- 
sidering the newly imposed con- 
ditions of film selling contained in 
the consent decree. 


‘It is my opinion that an early re- 
vision of the agreement with the 
press will have to be made. This 
is obvious considering that it is the 
intent of our own and other majors 
to obey the decree to the letter 
and hold exhibitor trade showings of 
all the new product in advance of 
sales negotiations. One can imagine 
the confusion and resistance that our 
sales organization would have to 
overcome if daily newspaper re- 
views of films and radio criticisms 
were permitted to ante-date the 
tradeshowings. An exhibitor, armed 
with a syndicated lukewarm news- 
paper criticism published in his 
home town in advance of the trade- 
showing, would meet every sales ar- 
gument by merely flashing the clip- 
ping. 

‘The sHollywood agreement with 
the press is very unwise and un- 
business-like. There is little use in 
telling them out there in advance 
what is the likely effect of their 
moves. They will see the light when 
the salesmen and branch managers 
all over the country start to holler.’ 


‘Stick to Making Pictures’ 

In much the same tone another 
advertising manager summed up the 
situation as follows: 

‘We are having a meeting of di- 
visional sales managers this week 
and one of the first things to be 
taken up is a demand—I'd better 
say request—that the studio stick to 
making pictures and leave to us here 
in New York the framing of policies 
and relations with the lay press. It 
is my contention, after many years’ 
experience, that advance newspaper 
and radio reviews are very harmful. 
It is not a question whether the 
criticisms are favorable, or unfavor- 
able. It is a matter of timing. The 
greatest asset of a theatre is main- 
tenance of audience anticipation in 
coming attractions. The cleverness 


of advance film trailers is evidence 
of this essential in exploitation. If 
the public knows, or thinks it knows, 
all about a picture before it js 
played locally, gate receipts are sure 
to fall below standard.’ 










Goodwillers 


Continued from page 3 





feels inimical to good will. In event 
of a difference of opinion with a 
writer, director, producer or. other 
exec, the question is to be referred 
by the studio to a panel of experts 
set up by Whitney’s organization. 
This panel’s word is to be final. 
Difficulty in the past that has thus 
been eliminated is that, despite 
Latin experts in the studios, pro- 
ducers were won’t to skip their ad- 
vice when it was felt that it in- 
terfered with the story. 

Whitney, RKO chief George J. 
Schaefer, Metro boss Nick Schenck, 
Columbia v.p. Jack Cohn and the 
others at the meeting agreed that the 


idea of making one version of a. 


scene for South America and an- 
other for United States is no so- 
lution and should not be used. ‘Aside 
from being hypocrisy,’ Whitney de- 
clared, ‘that gives a false impres- 
sion of South America to people in 
this country and it is as necessary as 
anything else for Hollywood to give 
North Americans a true picture of 
their neighbors to the south.’ 

Friday’s exec huddle was attended 
by Ken Thomson, Whitney’s Coast 
rep, who arrived in New York early 
last week and pulls out on Friday 
(27). He came in to meet State De- 
partment and other Rockefeller com- 
mittee members in New York and 
Washington. 

Whitney is slated to leave on Aug. 
15 for a three-month tour of S. A 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 24. 

‘Carnival of Rhythm’ release tag 
on ‘La Bahiana’ at Warners. 

‘Two Steps to Heaven’ at Warners 
became ‘Here Comes the Girls.’ 

Metro switched from ‘Young Amer- 
icans’ to ‘Down in San Diego.’ 

‘Right Shoulder Arms’ is release 
tag on ‘You’re In the Army Now’ at 
Warners. 

‘Hold That Ghost’ is the final title 
for ‘Oh, Charlie’ at Universal. 
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Los Martes, Orquideas 








Latin-America and a very good pos- 
sibility for the U.S., not only for 
foreign-language audiences but for 
Yanqui film-goers. If any of the 
inter-change committees are looking 
for an Argentine pic that would go 
in the States—and the suggestion has 
been getting louder and louder here 
that such moves should be made~ 
this seems to be it. 


Pic supposedly stars Enrique Ser- 
rano, one of the best known of Ar- 
gentine comics and one of the few 
who doesn’t depend on double-en- 
tendre to get accross. But a 15-year- 
old appearing for the first time on 
the screen, Mirtha Legrand, steals 
the honors. She’s more than a little 
like Deanna Durbin, blonde, very 
attractive and with the kind of sim- 
plicity that fits exactly with the 
story. Definitely not what the aver- 
age North American thinks a South 
American is like, but, from all indi- 
cations, just what they want here. 


Story is simple. Family of four 
daughters. One is just married and 
the two next in line have their fu- 
tures assured. One is engaged and 
the other is so attractive that she has 
more than enough suitors to choose 
from. But the youngest lives in e 
world of illusion, stars and the moon 
and waits for a Prince Charming 
who doesn’t appear. 


The father, onthe advice of 
friends, decides to send her orchids 
every Tuesday, letting the girl be- 
lieve they come from an unknown 
admirer, The trick is successful, the 
girl blossoms out and all goes well 
until one Tuesday, the father fore 
gets. That brings on the complica- 
tions, but it all ends well regardless, 

Simplicity of the plot, avoiding all 
the melodrama so regular in Latin 
picts, is so well handled by Director 
Francisco Mujica that it becomes 
both charming and touching. Situa- 
tions are good, dialog excellent and 
Mujica has taken the script by Sixto 
Pondal Rios, one ‘of Argentina’s 
leading writers, and Carlos Olivari 
and handled it with intelligence, 
sagacity and the tone of elegance 
that has always marked his previous 
productions. Photography by Ric- 
ardo Conord and background musi¢ 
by Enrique Delfino, radio star, are 
excellent. Ray. 


THE PIONEERS 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Edward Finney 


production. Stars Tex Ritter. Directed 
by Al Herman. Screenplay by Charles 
Andersen, based on James Fenimore 


Cooper’s novel of same name; camera 
Marcel A. Lepicard; editor, Fred Bain. At 
New York, N. Y., week June 18, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 59 MINS, 





TOR. cccsccvccvcecccccccscceccees Tex Ritter 
Slimm..ccccecccece Arkansas ‘Slim’ Andrews 
RO... ccccccccccccccsccccssecsess Red Foley 
DOVO.«ccccccccccccccccqcccsess Doye O’Deli 
SuzZanna..eeoses Pescccresors Wanda McKay 
WHO. .cccccccccccceccces George Chesebro 
AMOS sc cc ccoccccvecoccecccece Del Lawrence 
Benton...... CHCCoErecerocecenccecs Post Park 
COPEON. cecccccccccccccccceces Karl Hackett 
UM, 6 6.6400000900606900000800% Lynton Brent 
PMs cccccpecccasebeeceevesse Chick Hannan 
BOTID. .crcrccccscvecsecvocceces Gene Alsace 
PUEBO sn cocccccoscccccoccceesenese Jack Smith 
MENGE 1 64040000560 Chief Manny Treaties 
RN ave aN ebscesaeonaents Chief Soldant 

Routine western. Though it’s 


stocked with more than the usual 
amount of gunplay and = sundry 
battles, ‘Pioneers’ never gets out of 
the ordinary. Inspired by James 
Fenimore Cooper’s series of novels 
which outlined settler trouble with 
Indians, the story is necessarily 


trite. There have been innumerable 
yarns written and filmed concern- 
ing the spread of this country. 


Roy Rogers, another western 
satellite, uses a bearded stooge in 
his epics who collars giggles with 
his exploits. In an attempt to in- 
ject the same sort of character to 
aid Tex Ritter, star of this piece, 
the writers have developed one who 
is laughable from all angles. Cast 
as a scout, and dressed for the part, 
the character is asked to ride the 
hills with Ritter on a mule, is 
decked out in a comic mustache and 
handed the most insipid lines and 
situations that ever flickered for the 
enjoyment of kids who take their 
westerns seriously. Imagine pur- 
suing, or being pursued by scalp- 
hot Injuns—aboard a mule. 


Ritter himself handles his assign- 
ment as a protector of a wagon train 
of settlers looking for new territory, 
in proper style, just oozing confi- 
dence in anything he tackles. He 
succeeds in breaking up a gang of 
white hoodlums which had been 
egging the redmen into preventing 
the wagon train from reaching a 
certain rich valley. Hot and heavy 
action, in the few fights depicted, 

the only thing that saves the 
whole thing from the doldrums. 
Direction is loose, but not much 
could be done with the material. 

Red Foley’s Saddle Pals kick in 
with a few trail tunes, none of more 
than passing interest. Wanda Mc- 
Kay’s the femme interest. She 7 
handles herself with considerably 
more ease than the average. 


Wood. 
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~ George E. Browne Reendorsed 





56 IATSE Locals Score Newspaper Attacks, Espe- 
cially Westbrook Pegler 





Springfield, Mass., June 22. 

Sixty-nine delegates, representing 
56 locals, voted unanimous endorse- 
ment of George E. Browne of Chi- 
cago, international president, at the 
43d New England district convention 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees and the 
Motion Picture Machine Operators 
here today (Sunday). The delegates 
vigorously attacked newspaper cri- 
ticism of Browne, making particular 
note of Westbrook Pegler’s com- 
ments. , 

Other business of the convention, 
at which Louis Krouse of Philadel- 
phia, international general secretary 
and treasurer, presided, included re- 
election of F. W. Newcomb of Provi- 
dence, R. IL, as secretary, only elec- 
tive office for the New England area. 

During the morning, a memorial 
service was held for the late John 
F. Gatelee of Springfield, veteran 
business agent of the Motion Picture 
Operators. The service was held at 
Hillcrest Park cemetery, with Rev. 
Dr. Henry Lincoln Bailey delivering 
a eulogy. . 

During discussion of legislation 
and other business, the so-called 
Westboro town hall bill, permitting 
showing of motion pictures in town 
halls and similar buildings, was 
condemned as tending to permit 
showings in unsafe buildings. The 
discussion also centered around 16 
mm, film, such as has been shown 
in cafes and other establishments in 
the area. 

Likker and Minipix 

It was noted that the Worcester 
union broke up this ‘racket’ witn 
the cooperation of the licensing 
board there, as regulations forbade 
serving of liquor in the semi-dark- 
ness necessitated by the pix. In the 
case of the Holyoke Valley Arena, 
which was taken to the Massachu- 
setts Alcoholic Beverages Control 
Commission, the union again won its 
fight. Principal objection seemed to 
be that the union operators don’t like 
to handle 16 mm. stuff, and they re- 
sent employment of non-union pro- 
jectionists. Krouse called attention 
to a bulletin issued at the IATSE 
New York office warning locals they 
must fight incursion of 16 mm, show- 
ings in cafes. 

Sessions of the convention were 
closed to public and press, as was 
a noontime banquet served at Hotel 
Highland. Speakers at the banquet 
included Kenneth I, Taylor, Massa- 
chusetts legislative agent of the 
AFL, and Charles Caffrey, president 
of the Springfield Central Labor 
Union. Other international officials 
at the convention included James 
Brennan of New York, fifth v.p., and 
Richard Walsh of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
third v.p. 





Chaplin Scores Several 
Points in Bercovici Suit 


Three causes of action of Konrad 
Bercovici’s action against Charles 
Chaplin and United Artists Corp. 
were dismissed yesterday (Tuesday ) 
by Judge Alfred C. Coxe in N. Y. 
federal court, who found them 
repetitious. Most important cause 
dismissed sought the $5,000,000 dam- 
ages, claiming Chaplin plagiarized an 
idea of his in ‘The Great Dictator,’ 
and asked 50% of the net profits 
which the author estimated at $5,000,- 
000. 

Those portions of the complaint 
remaining total $3,067,500, and seek 
damages for work done on ‘Cry of 
the Wolf’ for Paulette Goddard and 
‘Haymarket Riot,’ as well as working 


On an idea for Chaplin for ‘The 
Great Dictator.’ Chaplin allegedly 
hired Bercovici to write for him 


promising him 15% of the gross on 
anything he used. Chaplin allegedly 
rejected all Bercovici’s stories and 
called him off the ‘Dictator,’ after the 
ideas had been submitted. 


Werker Takes ‘Detour’ 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Alfred Werker moved into the 
20th-Fox studio to take over the 
director job on ‘Detour to Love.’ 
Picture goes into work next month 


under production guidance of Walter 
Morosco. 








s 
BUZZELL’S ‘BACHELOR’ 
Hollywood, June 24. 
‘Married Bachelor’ went into 
work at Metro yesterday (Mon.) 
with Eddie Buzzell directing and 
John Considine producing. 
Ruth Hussey and Robert Young 
play the leads. 








vv 


Movietonews Controller 
Gets 63-15 Yrs. for Theft 


Max L. Hymes, 36, former con- 
troller of Fox-Movietonews, was 
sentenced to six and one-half to 15 
years in State Prison by Judge 
James Garrett Wallace in New York 
Monday (23). Hymes was convicted 
June 5 on 22 counts of grand larceny 
and one of third degree forgery in 
the theft of $186,000 from the com- 
pany over a period of years. 

Hymes confessed before his indict- 
ment that he had squandered the 
coin on horse races and luxurious 
living. Monday’s sentence was the 
result of a second trial, a mistrial 
having been declared last Feb. 6 
when one of the jurors died of a 
heart attack. 


HOLLINGSWORTH 
WINS OVER FOX 


Lincoin, June 24. 
Frank Hollingsworth, operator of 
the now defunct Pix theatre in 
Beatrice, Neb., Thursday (19) was 
awarded triple damages of $7,789.01 
and ‘reasonable attorney fees’ in 


Federal Judge T. C. Munger’s court 
here against the Fox Midwest 
Amusement Corp., sole survivor of a 
list of 17 defendants named three 
weeks ago for conspiracy to violate 
Sherman and Clayton anti-trust 
legislation. Hollingsworth had asked 
$234,000 damages, charging the Fox 
subsidiaries and several other film 
companies had conspired to provide 
a corner on product for the Rivoli, 
Fox-owned house, in Beatrice. He 
alleged they also resorted to un- 
ethical tactics, such as cutting prices, 
offering giveaways, etc., simply to 
run him out of business. There was 
no indication the defense would ap- 
peal. 

Day before the case went to jury, 
Judge Munger directed a verdict in 
favor of four defendants, B. M. 
Montee, Rivoli manager; Fox Be- 
atrice Corp., Elmer C. Rhoden and 











Joe Scott, Fox officials. Munger 
told the jurors there was _ insuffi- 
cient evidence to prove a con- 


spiracy and that they should dis- 
regard such a charge. This left 
only the allegation that the Fox 
Amus, Corp. had monopolized or at- 
tempted to monopolize nearly all 
the first run films of .seven dis- 
tributing companies for 1939-40. 

Earlier in the trial, Munger di- 
rected a verdict in favor of R. G. 
Montgomery, Charles Shafer and H. 
A. McClure, Fox affiliates; United 
Artists, RKO Radio, Loew’s, Para- 
mount, Universal and Republic Pic- 
tures. 

Hollingsworth told the court he 
had leased the Pix for five years at 
$10,000 with intent to operate a 
class house. He also planned to 
maintain the Rialto, a second run 
theatre. His attorneys related he 
had spent $13,000 for improvements 
and equipment. 

Then, they 
tempted to 
new house, 
contracted 


said, when he .at- 
obtain product for the 
the Fox corporation had 
with six out of seven 
major film companies and had left 
the output of only one minor re- 
leasing agency available. 


Dottie and the Gobs 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Dorothy Lamour’s next starrer at 
Paramount is a remake of ‘The 
Fleet’s In,” played in the silents by 
Clara Bow. 

Production of ‘Her Jungle Mate’ 
was postponed to make way for the 
naval yarn. 











Schuster Draws ‘Deb’ 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Harold Schuster draws the director 
job on the 20th-Fox production, 
‘Small Town Deb,’ starring Jane 
Withers. 

Filming starts July 7 when Ethel 
Hill turns in the screenplay based on 
a yarn by Jerrie Walters. 





CARTOONISTS GET PAY 
HIKE FROM SCREEN GEMS 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Screen Gems, Inc., has sigtied a 
closed shop agreement with the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild. The con- 
tract provides for an eight-hour day, 
five-day week. Wage increases for 
workers in the lower brackets will 
range from 30 to 40%. The average 
boost for all employes of the com- 
pany will be $5 weekly. Genis re- 
leases through Columbia. 

The deal was signed for the com- 
pany by George Winkler, with Wil- 
liam Hopkins, Columbia labor con- 
tact, sitting in on the conference. 
Attorney George E. Bodle and Lyle 
Shrader, international representative 
of the Brotherhood of Painters, rep- 
resented the cartoonists. 


MORE NEW THEATRE 
BUILDING CONTINUES 


St. Louis’ Construction 
St. Louis, June 24. 

A new 700-seater is being erected 
in Brentwood, St. Louis County. It 
is the only one in the residential 
suburb. A syndicate of St. Louis 
theatre owners are bankrolling the 
enterprise. 

The War Dept. has let a contract 
for a semi-permanent flicker house, 
seating 1,038, to be erected at Scott 
Field, near Belleville, Ill. Field is 
an aviation training school. Cost es- 
timated at $70,338. 

A 1,000 seater being added to the 


recreational buildings at Jefferson 
Barracks, military training camp, 
just south of St. Louis. 














Par-Richards’ 1,059-Seater 


New Orleans, June 24. 

The Hart new pix house, opened 
its doors Saturday (21) in Baton 
Rouge, La., with ceremonies. New 
house cost $25,000 and seats 1,059. 
The building was constructed by the 
Capitol theatres, composed of A. 
Higginbotham and the L. F. Hart es- 
tate, and will be operated by Para- 
mount-Richards. 





Reade’s New One 
New theatre in Red Bank, N. J., 
on site of former Methodist Church 
site, will have a seating capacity of 
1,500. Will be known as Community, 
operated and managed by Walter 
Reade. 





F-WC Opens Larchmont 


Los Angeles, June 24. | 
New Larchmont theatre, replacing 
the one ruined by fire last Novem- 
ber, has opened as link in Fox-West 
Coast chain. It seats 870, including 
210 loge chairs. Walter 
transferred from Regina, new man- 
ager. 


Bonnie Lang’s House 
Ladonia, Texas, June 24. 
Bonnie Lang, has opened her new 
Ritz here after complete remodel- 
ing. Miss Lang is no newcomer to 
show biz, having: been secretary of 
the Dallas Variety Tent. 


LOUISVILLE 








(Continued from page 10) 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). 
opus off to a fast start. Currently 
pacing for splendid $8,500. Last week 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Big Boss’ 
(Col) proved pienty whammy toring 
up resonant $9,000, and moveover. 


Studios Face Worst Labor 





Rex Cole’s $85,000 Claim 
On ‘Legong’ and ‘Kliow’ 


J. S. Rex Cole filed suit Friday 
(20) against Du World Pictures, Inc., 


World Pictures Corp., Lloyds Film 
Storage Corp., Irwin Shapiro and 
Arthur A. Mayer seeking $85,000 
damages for alleged breach of’ con- 
tract. Plaintiff is assignee of Ben- 
nett Pictures Corp., Ltd. 


Bennett made a deal with Du 
World, and tke two individual de- 
fendants in 1935, turning over the 
American distribution rights to ‘Le- 
gong’ and ‘Kliou’ for five years. On 
the first picture plaintiff was to re- 
ceive 60-85%, and on the second 
90% of the gross. It is alleged that 
Du World transferred its assets to 
World, and failed to pay the per- 
centages due on the gross. 


S. C. EXHIBITORS 
SINGIN’ IN RAIN 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 24. 


Jupiter Pluvius has cooled fevered 
brows of South Carolina exhibitors, 
whose drought-stricken boxoffices 
for weeks have threatened to yield 
near-pure dust—but not gold dust! 

Two Charleston houses curtailed 
operations but are back on schedule. 
Others were threatened with slashes. 
Drought ran close to three months, 
ending this week, with exhibitors 
‘Singing in the Rain’ 














Mere $20,000,000 Left 
In RCA Stockholder Suit 


Over $240,000,000 of a $260,000,000 
stockholder suit against RCA, its of- 
ficers and directors was dismissed 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Justice 
Aaron J. Levy in N. Y. supreme 
court. Action is being brought by 
11 consolidated minority  stock- 
holders. All parts of the action 
dealing with events prior to 1932 
were dismissed by the court as being 
barred by the statute of limitations. 

The major part of the action 
charged that RCA turned over thou- 
sands of its shares of stock for 





Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Shining Victory’ (WB) | 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). House 


trying double bill currently, and b.o. 
traffic rather sluggish. Patrons of 
this house are accustomed to the sin- 
gle pics and are shy when twin bills 
are booked, probably expecting light- 
weight product. Two current pics 
are plenty okay, but returns are off, 
probablv light $2,700. Last week 
‘Fog’ (WB) proved potent single to 
tab all right $3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and 
‘Point Widow’ (Par). Hitting along 
at fairish pace, considering the heat- 
ed season now current, and will take 
satisfactory $7,500. Last week ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) and March of Time weil 
on the profit side at fine $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) 
and ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), with 
Conn-Louis fight films added. Male 
element flocking to gander fight pic- 
tures and drawing nice biz, with 
plenty of soldiers in the audiences. 
Pointing to excellent $3,500. Last 
week ‘Prisoner Zenda’ (UA) and 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (reissues) good 
enough for oldies at fair $2,800. 


worthless patents. Another part 
which still remains to be tried, is 
the charge that RCA lost $11,000,000 
as a result of investments in RKO. 


| The stock was given to the Westing- 
Leamon, | 


house Co., which is also a defendant. 


RKO BOARD MEETS 
Regular monthly meeting of RKO 
board of directors is scheduled for 
tomorrow (Thursday). 
Action on preferred stock dividend 
probably will be deferred until a 
later session. 





Shortage in Film History 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Studios are now facing the worst 
labor shortage in the history of the 
industry. Fred Pelton, producer 
labor contact, says the lots are shy 
200 electricians, and that many of 
the juicers are working double 
shifts. All desirable soundmen, 
cameramen and other trained ex- 
perts are working. Many of the 
studios are refusing to dismiss their 
technicians at the end of one shift 
for fear they will be working else- 
where if needed the next day. 


Company executives tried to re- 
lieve the situation by putting the 
technicians on an eight-hour day, but 
the proposal was promptly vetoed by 
business representatives of studio 
locals of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes. The 
10 IATSE studio locals are insisting 
on retention of the current six-hour 
day, and are demanding that the 
present three-hour minimum call be 
raised to six hours. 


The producers had requested an 
eight-hour day, five-day week, with 
time-and-a-half for Saturday work. 
The men are now demanding double 
time for Sunday work instead of 
time and one-half. The unions 
branded the producer proposal as a 
move to stall negotiations, and 
promptly demanded that contract re- 
visions be completed by July 1. It 
was indicated that if the negotiations 
are not completed by that time, the 
locals will go into Federal court, 
charging there is a conspiracy be- 
tween the companies and the IATSE 
International to prevent the studio 
locals from bargaining collectively. 

One leader stated: ‘They haven’t 
offered us anything. We went into 
the negotiations to better our con- 
ditions, not to make those conditions 
we have worse. If the negotiations 
are not carried on in good faith, will 
intend to ask the Federal govern- 
ment to look into the situation.’ 

The unions are asking that the 
work day start at 7 a.m., with time- 
and-a-half after six hours, double 
time after 12 hours, and triple time 
after 16 hours. They also are re- 
questing a tool pass and immediate 
payment for the workers at the end 
of a shift if they are not given a call 
back for the next day. 

The producers are demanding a 
ratio of 20 apprentices to each local, 
but the union leaders contend this is 
a question for each individual union 
to solve. In opposing the eight-hour 
day, the union tops said they ex- 
pected to lose 25% of their men to 
military service and defense pro- 
gramwork, and that producers could 
eliminate overtime by calling one 
shift for six hours and another for 
four hours. 





REP GLAZES ELLISON 
Hollywood, June 24. 
Republic signed James Ellison for 
the top male spot in ‘Ice-Capades,’ 
opposite Dorothy Lewis. 
Actor checks in as soon 
finishes his current chore in 


as he 
‘Char- 
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Appellate Ruling in 


Cole Vs. Lord 


May Prove Vital Protection To 





Originators of Radio Ideas 





An opinion of far reaching im- 
portance was handed down Thurs- 
dya (19) by the appellate division 
of the N. Y. supreme court, when 
that body unanimously reversed a 
decision of the supreme court, and 
ruled on the plagiarism of script for- 


mulas as applied specifically to ra- 
dio. The action of the appellate di- 
vision was in connection with a $25,- 
000 suit by Alonzo Deen Cole, writer, 
actor and radio director, against 
Phillips H. Lord, Inc. 

Cole wrote a skit entitled, ‘Ex- 
Racketeer and Co.,’ as a radio idea, 
later changing the title to ‘137 Centre 
Street.’ Lord, Inc., was accused of 
having appropriated the idea in its 
program, ‘Mr. District Attorney.’ 

Cole went to work for Lord in 
September, 1935, at $200 weekly, and 
while there, submitted the script. 
Lord, on the other hand, claims to 
have been working on the idea for 
some time before Cole submitted his 
plans. Both scripts are about the 
activities of a district attorney and 
racketeers. Plagiarism of the for- 
mula, not any particular part of the 
script was charged. Justice John 
McGeehan ordered a supreme court 
jury to dismiss the action on Octo- 
ber, 1940. The appellate division 
in reversing the decision and order- 
ing a new trial, declared, ‘That a 
property right exists with respect to 
a combination of ideas evolved into 
&@ program as distinguished from 
right to particular scripts, finds 
support in defendant’s own course of 
conduct. When it transferred any 
rights to ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ it 
sold not the script, but the basic 
idea.’ 

‘In the radio field, there is a well 
recognized right to an original idea 
or combination of ideas set forth in 
a formula for a program. We are 
clearly of the view that plaintiff es- 
tablished prima facie, an express 
contract under which he had in- 
trusted his work to defendant. This 
contract afforded him protection even 
as to his mere idea.’ 


Hughes in B-S-H Series 
On Mutual; Makes Web’s 
Second Strip From Agency 


John B. Hughes, Mutual com- 
mentator, went on the. American 
Home Products payroll Monday (23), 
with the program making the second 
daily strip cleared on that network 
through the New York office of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 

Other strip is a serial, 
Farrell,’ 


WISCONSIN REGIONAL 








‘Front-Page 





‘REVIVED’ FOR OIL CO. 





Milwaukee, June 24. 
Standard Oil’s Auction Quiz, 
which starts July 18, on the NBC 
Blue, will be aired locally through 
WEMP, the hain’s regular outlet 
and also by special arrangement 
over a string of state stations not 
affiliated with the network—Sheboy- 
gan, Fond du Lac, Appleton, Wauseau 
and Janesville, fed through WEMP. 
This hookup again places in op- 
eration the loop formerly known as 
the Wisconsin Broadcasting System, 
which disintegrated Jan. 1 when 
WEMP jumped the BMI traces and 
signed up with ASCAP. 





WFIL’S SIGNAL CORPS 


Lessons By RCA and Western 
Union Men Part of School Stunt 








Philadelphia, June 24. 

With RCA and Western Union ex- 
perts agreeing to tutor, WFIL has a 
Signal Corps School as an off-shoot 
of its ‘Kerry Drake of the Signal 
Corps’ script sustainer. Youngsters 
are invited to come up to the studio 
each Saturday afternoon for school- 
ing in communications. RCA and 
WU promise te provide jobs in their 
communications divisions for out- 
standing scholars. 

Harold Rosinsky, of Philly Record | 
wrote the serial I 


Louis-Conn, 58.2 


Co-operative Analysis of 
Broadcasting reports that 58.2% 
of the set-owners interviewed in 
connection with last Wednesday 
night’s (18) listening said that 
they had tuned into the Joe 
Louis-Billy Conn fight on the 
Mutual Network. The figure did 
not quite reach the all-time high 
for sporting events. That record 
is still held by the second Louis- 
Schmeling bout, namely 63%. 
The fights heretofore had been 
aired over the NBC-Blue 

C.A.B. also reported that over 
65% of the set-owners had their 
mechanisms in operation during 
the Louis-Conn broadcast, so 
that about 88% of those with 
their sets on and listening while 
the fight was on the air reported 
hearing the round-by-round ac- 
count. 


CBS LINES UP 
ITS SUMMER: 
FORECAST 


Columbia’s ‘Forecast’ starts July 
14. Airs Monday nights at 9-10 from 
New York and the Coast, in either 
two 30-minute portions or as a solid 
60-minute show, and having various 
name guests in different kinds of 
program patterns. Only the first 
program of the eight-week series is 
definitely set. 


Guests so far set include Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, Gertrude 
Lawrence, Marlene Dietrich, Mischa 
Auer, Hildegarde, Andy Devine and 
Kay Thompson. Tentatively listed 
are also Walter Huston, Lucille Ball, 
Brian Aherne, Dudley  Digges, 
Adolphe Menjou, Veree Teasdale, 
Burgess Meredith, Brian Donlevy 
and Margo. 

Initial show July 14 will be ‘Thou- 
sand-and-One Nights,’ with Miss 
Dietrich, orchestra and _ chorus, 
script by True Boardman and pro- 
duction by Charles Vanda. Subse- 
quent stanzas will include ‘Song 
Without End,’ play with music, about 
great composers; ‘Deductions De- 
luxe,” mystery-comedy with Menjou 
and Miss Teasdale; ‘Country Law- 
yer,, American drama; ‘Two Gobs 
and a Gal,’ farce with Miss Ball, 
Donlevy and Devine; a ‘Hopalong 
Cassidy’ show; ‘Class of ’41,’ a juve 
written-produced-performed 
‘Made in America,’ drama about US. 
industry; ‘51 East 51st,’ working title 
of show with music; “The Houlihans,’ 
George Corey’s radio version of his 
play recently presented on Broad- 
way by the Experimental Theatre, 
probably with Dudley Digges. 














revue; 


BURGESS MEREDITH 
ON ‘WE, THE PEOPLE’ 


Burgess Meredith gucceeds Edgar 
Guest next week as substitute m.c. 
for Gabriel Heatter on ‘We, the Peo- 
ple,’ for Sanka coffee. Guest wound 
up a scheduled four-week stint last 
night (Tuesday). Meredith is con- 
tracted for a limited run, but may be 
extended. 

Actor also has commitments for a 
couple of defense shows and a ‘Fore- 
cast’ program on CBS, as well as for 
the ‘Free Company’ series if and 
when the latter is revived in the 
fall. Meredith also has prospects of 
a Broadway show in the fall, but if 
that doesn’t work out he'll return to 
the Coast for more pictures, 


WLW Continues 
Farm Training 
Scholarships 


Cincinnati, June 24. 


Merton Emmert moved up Monday 
(23) from WLW’s continuity depart- 
ment to succeed Charles Grisham as 
the station’s assistant farm director. 
Both are 1938 winners of WLW’s 
scholarships for agricultural students. 

Grisham joins Ralston-Purina pro- 
motion department in St. Louis this 
week to handle radio shows, 

Sam B. Schneider, radio. director 
for 
started a month’s stay this week with 
WLW’s agricultural department. He 
is working with Ed Mason, director, 
on rural programs, 

First femme to win a WLW agri- 
cultural scholarship is Beverly Ann 
Barnes, an honor student from State 
University of Iowa. She and three 
other winners of this year’s scholar- 
ships join the station July 1. They 
will be given six months of radio 
training, during which each of them 
will receive $20 per week. Other 
winners are John M. Hayes, from 
Massachusetts State College; Lowell 
Watts, from Colorado State College, 
and William H. Hickman, of Kansas 
State College. 


QUIN RYAN 
FREELANCING 


Chicago, June 24. 


Quin Ryan, for years station man- 
ager of WGN and its chief an- 
nouncer, has now divorced himself 
completely from WGN _ and. the 
Tribune, and has set up his own 
offices. He has even moved out of 
the Tribune building. He was with 
the Tribune organization for 24 
years. 

















Ryan now has four sponsored pro- 
grams, the ‘Marriage License Bureau’ 
interviews for Savoy Coffee, a daily 
news period for Bond Clothes, and 
morning news for Sweetheart Soap 
and Sal Hepatica. Jimmy Parks will 





handle Ryan. 





Storer Denies Any 


Anti-ASCAPism 





Detroit, June 24. 

George B. Storer, president of the 
company which operates, among 
others, station WWVA at Wheeling, 
West Virginia, denies the implica- 
tions of a recent statement by Fred 
Weber, general manager of the Mu- 
tual network, with regard to the 
moving from Mutual to NBC of the 
employee amateur program of the 
Wheeling Steel Corp. 
Weber has charged that the issue 
of ASCAP music which is now li- 
censed to Mutual but not to NBC 
was involved in the decision to move 
the program and that NBC had 
played an influential part in Wheel- 
ing Steel’s decision to cancel its Mu- 
tual contract. 
Storer states that he had advised 
Paul Miller, acting manager of 











WWVA would accept ASCAP music 
on the basis of clearance at the! 





source and that this information had 
been relayed to John Grimes, Wheel- 
ing Steel's advertising manager. 
Grimes, according to Storer, advised 
WWVA that he ‘had no definite 
plans to use ASCAP music imme- 
diately, his reason being that Mutual 
required programs to be submitted 
two weeks in advance of broadcast 
and that Grimes did not wish to 
change the program content. Grimes’ 
reason, adds Storer, for requesting 
WWVA’s position with regard to 
ASCAP music was ‘simply to deter- 
mine where WWVA stood as the 
originating station.’ 

Storer points out that John G. 
Paine, ASCAP general manager, ad- 
vised WWVA May 21 that ASCAP 
music for Wheeling Steel on WWVA 
was ‘perfectly okay’ and then cred- 
its Grimes the statement that he 


WWVA the week of May 12, that | (Grimes) had at no time had any 


pressure exerted upon him by 
WWVA to exclude ASCAP music. 





In Wheeling Steel Move to NBC 


Saphier Talks Deal for NBC Bureau; 
Strotz Key Man of Another Plan 
As Nothing Settled About Sale 





Those Ickes Blues 


Washington, June 24. 

Interior Department, in its 
swanky new Obuilding, was 
slightly embarrassed Thursday 
(19) by a spot of amplifier 
trouble which was encountered 
during the first half-hour of an 
exceedingly important get-to- 
gether between Interior Secre- 
tary Ickes and the oil industry. 

With Ickes nearly 45 minutes 
late and while 800 oil tycoons 
waited in the handsome new au- 
ditorium, department flunkies at- 
tempted to soothe the assembled 
petroleum men with a free con- 
cert. After much twiddling with 
the amplifier system, radio men 
cut in by mistake on a commer- 
cial program which brought the 
much-berated oil industry up to 
a sitting position: 

‘For clean hands, use Lava 
_Soap!’ blared the amplifiers. 

Oil men—who have often been 
exhorted to keep their hands 
clean by anti-trust law ferreters 
—shivered for a moment until 
a string quartet flooded the Gov- 
ernment: auditorium, after a 
sound expert had been observed 
pounding on the plate-glass 
window of the control room. 











Oklahoma A. & M. College, | = 


BAN WINCHELL 
IN WHEELER'S 
STATE 


Walter Winchell’s broadcast for 
Jergens was still kept off KGIR, 
Butte; KUFA, Helena, and KRBM, 
Bozeman, by Ed Craney, last. Sun- 
day night (22). Craney barred 
Winchell from his three stations the 
week before (15) on the ground that 
he didn’t think the broadcast was in 
the public interest. Winchell had 
been critical of Senator Burton 
Wheeler’s isolationist activities. 

KGHL, Billings, remains the only 
station in the state to air the 
Winchell program. 








Radio Advertising Instead 





Batavia, N. Y., June 24. 

Genesee-Monroe Racing Associa- 
tion, which used name bands as last 
year’s lure, is saying it with radio 
advertising this season. Buying three 
half-hours a week on WEBR, Buffalo, 
and WHEC, Rochester, to bally its 
30-day harness race meet. 

Nightly pickups from the track in- 
clude a couple of races but idea is 
more to describe the scene and ‘good 
time being had by all’ than to do a 
trot-by-trot description. Spot must 
lure patrons, accustomed to crossing 
border to Canadian tracks, inland to 
Batavia turf spot. Harold Kolb mikes 
for WEBR and Lowell MacMillan for 
WHEC, 





Lazareff (Paris Soir), 
Root Do WINS Show 


‘Uncensored,’ new program by 
Pierre Lazareff, former editorial 
chief of Paris Soir, and Waverly 
Root, former foreign correspondent 
for Mutual and N. Y. Herald Trib- 
une, started last night (Tuesday) 
over WINS, New York. 

Material on the show is claimed 
to be obtained from sources in Eu- 
rope, the Far East and South Amer- 
ica, through ~hannels not subject to 
censorship. 


Bob Latham Off WCAU 


Bob Latham has departed from 
WCAU, Philadelphia, where he was 
assistant to Bob Street, commercial 
manager. 

Before joining WCAU Latham was 








Hollywood, June 24. 

James Saphier, Hollywood agent, 
was in New York last week ne- 
gotiating with Sidney Strotz of NBC 
with a view to possibly taking over 
the NBC artists’ bureau. Saphier is 
said to have adequate financial backe- 
ing to swing such a deal. 

Saphier discovered there is a 


pending possibility that Strotz him- 
self might become the managing di- 
rector of the artists’ bureali under 
another eastern deal that would 
guarantee Strotz a sizeable annual 
income and guarantee the detached 
service the continued sympathetic 
interest of NBC. 

Nothing has actually happened on 
any of the several proposals in- 
volving the NBC Artists Service. 


ERWIN, WASEY ENLARGES 
ITS RADIO PERSONNEL 


Erwin, Wasey agency has enlarged 
its radio department, adding four 
new production men last week. Joe 
Brattain, chief production man, is a 
former manager, writer and ar- 
ranger with Enric Madriguera. Other 
three are Lee Bendheim, former 
newspaper man; Al Lawrence, shift- 
ed from the agency’s research sta%, 
and Gib Supple, moved over from 
the traffic department. Edward J. 
Fitzgerald is radio head of the 
agency. 

Outfit’s active accounts with net- 
work shows are’ Hecker products 5 
(‘Can You Top This? }, Kreml, Bar- 
basol and Forhan’s (Gabriel Heat- 
ter). Carnation (‘Carnation Con- 
tented’ and recorded Arthur Godfrey 
series), and Albers milling (H. V. 
Kaltenborn on the Coast). 

















TRANSAMERK SEEKS COHAN | 


Would Like Him for Radio Version 
of ‘Ah, Wilderness’ 


Transamerican is talking to George 








| B.B.D. & O., possibly 
| ment for 
| Du Pont. 


| 
| 
Of Name Dance Bands | 
As Harness Race Baily 


M. Cohan for the lead in ‘Ah, Wil- 
derness,’ adaptation of the Eugene 
O'Neil comedy being readied for 
as a replace- 
‘Cavalcade of America’ for 


It would be the first regular series 
for Cohan in five years, although he 
has made a number of single radio 
appearances, Also mentioned as 
possibilities for the part have been 


Lionel Barrymore, Walter Huston, 
Raymond Massey’ and_ Fredric 
March. 








McMorrow, Telford Aides 
To Bernard Schoenfeld 


Washington, June 24. 

William F. McMorrow, free lance 
script writer, and Frank K. Telford, 
who did writing and producing for 
the radio department of the Detroit 
public schools, has joined the staff 
of Bernard C. Schoenfeld, who is 
now head of the radio section of the 
division of information in Office for 
Emergency, Management. 

McMorrow did the ‘Friend in 
Deed,’ sustainer series, on CBS. 


Form Mike Robes Club 


Wichita, Kans., June 24. 
Announcers, script-writers, actors, 
musicians and technicians of three 
local radio stations, KFH, KFBI and 
KANS, have organized the- Mike 
Robes Club. 


Plans to stage benefits for various 
civic affairs help city whenever it 
can and incidentally promote radio 
industry in publie eye. 

Temporary steering committee of 
group is comprised of Justin Brad- 
shaw, KANS, chairman; Grenville 
Darling and Kathleen Hite, also from 
KANS; Johnny Speer, Vernon Reed, 
Frank Matthews, KFH, and Montez 
Tjaden, Vic Rugh and Harry Peck, 
KFBI. 











Bill Miller of the NBC press de- 
partment, New “ork, in Presbyterian 





with the Young & Rubicam agency. 


Hospital with stomach trouble. 
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Actor Gags Not for Tourists 





Recurrent source of embarrassment to NBC are the off-the-air con- 
versations of radio actors in the studios at Radio City, N. Y. Habit of 
actors to tell indigo jokes and stories is regarded as more prevalent in 


radio than in legit or films. 


What makes it objectionable to NBC, 


however, is the practice of radio actors to exchange such yarns in the 


studios before and during rehearsals. 


Story-tellers rarely think to 


notice whether the studio mike is ‘live’ or whether any outsiders are 


in the clients’ booth. 


Consequently, people being taken on sight-seeing tours of Radio City 
occasionally overhear —via the sound system —actors swapping the 


latest stories at rehearsals. 











‘Will Not Tolerate Propagandizing’ 





FCC Finally Closes ‘Brooklyn Cases’ With Comment 
on Former WWRL Programs 


‘Washington, June 24. 
Virtual voice from the grave was 
heard Wednesday (18) when Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
came forth with what was called 
‘Decision in ‘Little Brooklyn Cases.’’ 
Buried for months, proposed find- 
ings of fact and conclusions involv- 


ing two of the 11 troublesome ‘little 
Brooklyn’ headaches were dug up 
when the Commish decided to de- 
part from its previous judgment and 
‘to leave the parties as it found them 
at the date of the oral argument.’ 

Undecorated by details, Commish 
turn-about explained that it ‘will not 
tolerate hostile propagandizing in 
the ‘interest of any foreign govern- 
ment which has repeatedly and 
flagrantly expressed its enmity to 
this country and to the continued 
existence of its basic system of gov- 
ernment.’ Snapper apparently was 
directed at foreign language pro- 
grams once carried by WWRL, Long 
Island Broadcasting Corp., Wood- 
side, L. I. 

Original findings refused wcNnw, 
Arthur Faske, the right to renew his 
license and would have given WWRL 
the operating hours of WCNW. Sit- 
uation now permits both stations to 
operate on the present time-sharing 
basis. 


WAR PRIORITIES 
CLAUSE FOR 
ACTORS 


Two new clauses, giving adver- 
tising agencies cancellation right in 
case of certain Government regula- 
tions, are reported being inserted 


in radio talent contracts. One of 
the provisos, referred to as a ‘priori- 
ties clause, would make a talent 
contract cancellable on four weeks’ 
notice if any material needed for 
the manufacture of a sponsor’s prod- 
uct were placed on the Priorities 
Commission’s restricted list. Other 
clause would permit cancellation if 
any territory where a program is 
now heard became unavailable be- 
cause of the recent FCC rules. 

Young & Rubicam was the first 
to insert the clauses into its talent 
contratts, but other agencies have 
since adopted the practice. 











THE FAMOUS DEPARTED 


Voices of Nightingale, Doyle, Bern- 
hardt Among Those Heard in Series 








Montreal, June 24. 

N. G. Valiquette, Ltd., French 
sponsor using English Canadian Mar- 
coni station CFCF, has made an ad- 
ditional commitment to the tran- 
scribed Stella Unger (Hollywood 
News Girl) five minute program 
which has just been renewed for 39 
broadcasts, by taking in ‘Voices of 
Yesterday’ 15-minute transcription 
using authentic voices of famous 
dead. 

To date Florence Nightingale, 
Conan. Doyle and Sarah Bernhardt 
have been heard. 


+ 








Linda Ware Added To 
‘Barrel of Fun’ Waxers 


San Francisco, June 24. 

Brisacher, Davis agency, has added 
Linda Ware and the Sportsmans 
Quartet, from pictures, to the cast of 
its transcribed ‘Barrel of Fun’ series. 

Show, which is recorded before an 
audience, has been shifted from 
Radio Recorders to the Don Lee stu- 
dios in Hollywood, 


RADIO SALES YS. 
DEFENSE NEEDS 


Denver, June 24. 

Clifford Utley, of Chicago, Foreign 
Affairs Council, speaking on Mutual 
from convention of Rotary Clubs in 
Denver, stressed the drastic reduc- 
tion in consumer purchasing which 
would be necessary with perhaps a 
three-fold increase in present ex- 
penditures for the U. S. national de- 
fense and aid-to-Britain program, 
to match the Germans’ spending on 
armament. He made a direct refer- 
ence to radio, in pointing out the 
important role women could play in 
curtailing consumer buying. 

‘Look at radio and the many day- 
time soap operas, which are directed 
principally at women,’ said Utley. He 
used this example to drive home the 
point that women held the purse 
strings in consumer buying and must 
take the lead in cutting down on 
purchases. 

This was one of the few times 
that there has been even an in- 
direct suggestion publicity that radio 
promotion might be decreased, to 
hold down consumer buying so that 
vital materials as well as factories 
might be shifted to the national de- 
fense effort. 


MEX SHOW FOR U. S. A. 











REHEARSED FOR WEEKS 





Mexico City, June 24. 
Mexico’s first contribution to Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Calling Pan America’ se- 
ries was presented by XEQ on Sat- 
urday (21) after weeks of prepara- 
tion by Carlos Riveroll del Prado, 
XEQ’s production manager. It was 
broadcast here as well as in U. S. A. 
There was only faint criticism. 
That was from those few who com- 
plained that the music and songs 

should have been more highbrow. 
Arturo de Cordoba, stage and pic- 
ture player, who has appeared in 
the United States, emceed in Eng- 
lish. The program kad Alfredo Gon- 
zalez and his 38-piece orchestra with 
a chorus, Ramon Vinay, baritone, 
and the Trio Del Mar, girl singers. 


Jepson at $1,500 For 





Coca-Cola, Carter, $850 | 


Helen Jepson ind John Carter, so- 
prano and tenor of the Metropolitan 
respectively, have been booked on 
the Coca-Cola program July 13, and 
August 3 with the soprano having 
the first date. 

Fees will be $1,500 to Miss Jepson 
and $850 to Carter, 


IN SPECIALIS 





BOSTON STATION 
IN EXPANOION 


Expected to Get $200,000 
Backing From Rockefeller 
Committee — Station Has 
Depended on Contributions 








N. Y. STUDIOS ? 





Supplementing the continued 
shortwave operations of NBC, Gen- 
eral Electric and WLWO, Cincin- 
nati, and the shortwave-plus-South 
American longwave system which 
CBS is now developing for the com- 
ing fall, a further step is in pros- 
pect. A fund of $200,000 is ex- 
pected to be made available through 
the Rockefeller Committee in the 
near future to help WRUL, Boston, 
one of the most active shortwave 
services, to concentrate upon an in- 
tensive schedule of programs to 
South America. DXer has no regu- 


lar source of income. 

It is an open secret that there has 
been somewhat of a division of 
opinion among American shortwav- 
ers as to the best methods of solving 
the South American cultural rela- 
tions problems. This inherent dis- 
agreement among the operators, the 
U.S. Government’s own desires to 
get things done, and the _ well- 
known reticence of the State De- 
partment, shrouds the progress in 
this realm in fog. Various meetings 
have been held in recent weeks and 
although the principals are, one and 
all, as unwilling to talk as German 
consuls, there are important projects 
under way. 

In radio, as in motion pictures, 
there has already been considerable 
revision of some attitudes and prac- 
tices in the inter-hemispheric cul- 
tural relations business. And more 
changes are in prospect. 

New York Studios? 

Under the prospective $200,000 
grant the Boston shortwaver will 
guarantee to broadcast a_ certain 
number of program hours daily 
beamed on South America. WRUL 
expansion is understood to call for 
studios in New York, although the 
transmitter will continue in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Hobart Montee, a former newspa- 
perman covering the State Depart- 
ment in Washington, and more re- 
cently senior information officer of 
the War Department, became direct- 
ing head of WRUL about two months 
ago. Walter Lemmon, long asso- 
ciated with WRUL, continues ag 
licensee. It was recently reported 
that the burdens of operation with 
uncertain contributions brought up 
the possibility of its extinction. 








Bridgeport—Garo W. Ray, re-| 
cently resigned as chief engineer for | 
WICC, switches to same post with | 
Harold Thomas’ WATR, Waterbury, | 


} 


and WNAB, new station in Bridge-| 


| port. 





Five Blurbs in Two Minutes, 


A Clerk's Idea While Boss Is Away 


‘Too Many Anglo-Saxons —Vallee 





Hollywood, June 24. 


There are too many Anglo-Saxons and Celts in the radio agencies 
and not enough of other racial groups, Rudy Vallee told L. A. Adver- 
tising Club at a luncheon last week in his talk on how 10 improve the 
kilocycle trick, By not spreading agency jobs among the various 
nationalities they have lost the common touch, he complained, citing 
that 99% of agency personnel is confined to Anglo-Saxons and Celts. 
What the business needs is more Slavs and Latins, he declared. 

And that’s not all that’s wrong with radio, he addenda’ed. Station 
break commercials, he opined, spoils many a fine show, and the 
agencies should try to engender a friendlier feeling between the broad- 


casters and ASCAP in the interests of good music. 


Television, he be- 


lieved, when it comes on a national scope, will cause greater disrup- 
tion in the radio and picture industry than did the advent of sound in 


films. 








General Electric's News of U.S. Defense 
Activities Shortwaves in 6 Languages 





Dothard to Cover Philly 
Area for International 


International Radio Sales_ has 
named William R. Dothard as man- 
ager of its newly created Philadel- 
phia office. He will cover the 
Philly, Baltimore and Pittsburgh 
territories. 

Dothard was formerly with the 
Al Paul Lefton agency. 


MEX COURTS OK 
XERA SEIZURE 


Mexico City, June 24, 


Ramon Bosques, on behalf of the 
private owners of XERA at Villa 
Acuna, pleaded in vain in federal 
district court here for an injunction 
to restrain the Mexican government 
from confiscating the powerful 180,- 
000-watt station long identified with 
‘Doc’ Brinkley. Seizure was fully 
justified, court ruled. 

Government now expects to dis- 
mantle station entirely and_ ship 
equipment here for use in govern- 
ment-owned station. 


XEW SUPPLIES DISCS 
FOR LESSER STATIONS 


Mexico City, June 24. 

Emilio Azcarraga syndicate has 
added an off-the-air transcription 
operation to its interests. Idea is 
to record programs broadcast over 
XEW, 100,000-watter here, and ship 
the discs to smaller stations in the 
provinces which clients of XEW 
want to use for supplementary cov- 
erage. The number of stations now 
made available for this service is 14. 

Clemente Serra Martinez is man- 
ager of the recording setup. 














Johnny Forrest, composer and 
newscaster at KOL, Seattle, in Hol- 


Schenectady, June 24. 

‘News of the Week in Industry,’ 
which General Electric Company 
sponsors on Thursday nights over 
NBC blue, with material supplied by 
Business Week, is now being short- 
waved to Latin America, Europe and 
Asia in six languages via WGEO and 
WGEA, Schenectady, and KGEI, San 
Francisco. New setup, which became 
effective last week, calls for re- 
broadcasting at various afternoon 
and evening hours Thursday and 
Friday, in English, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, French, Dutch and Chinese. 

GE officials believe that the infor- 
mation contained in the broadcasts— 
the national defense program is em- 
phasized—is of importance to the 
people of the American Republics, 
Europe and Asia. 


NO TELEVISION 
NEWS, JUST A 
BANQUET 


New York newspapermen and ra- 








| dio editirs in particular are 
|chagrined by their inability to get 
any television information from 
NBC on the eve of the July 1 dead- 
| line. This zero baffles them :and ig 

contrast to the television ban- 


| in 
| ensat on Thursday night (26) at the 
| Hotel Astor, N.Y. Latter is a gather- 
| ing of television enthusiasts. 
Because of their fire-shy attitude 
| NBC is unwilling to issue statements 
| smacking of bullishness. Especially 
| because of the slapdown a year ago 
jand also because of the mutual 
grimacing between itself and Chair- 
man Fly at this time. A statement 
that was ready last Thursday was 


|}never released to the news-hungry 
| reporters. 


Speakers at the American Tele- 
vision Society dinner Thursday (26) 


| include J. R. Poppele, chief engineer 


lywood to peddle some new tunes. |of WOR, New York; Dr. Pau] Laz- 


——- — — jarsfeld, of Columbia University; 
| Thomas Hutchinson, NBC television 
director; Ira Hirschmann, vice-presi- 





dent of Bloomingdale’s department 
| store, New York; Mortimer Loewi, 
| vice-president of Dumont Television; 
|Solomon Segall, president of Eng- 
| lish Secophony; Edward Sobol, direc- 
|tor, and William Morris, Jr. 

| General topic for discussion will 





High-powered station in the deep 
south recently rang up a record for 
the number of plugs strung together 
within the space of two minutes. 


There were five consecutive blurbs 
with two of them actually chain- 
breaks. As run off these plugs con- 
sisted of the closing announcement 
of a daytime sevial, a hitchhiker an- 
nouncement by the same network 
account, then the two chainbreak an- 
nouncements and finally the opening 
announcement of the succeeding net- 
work serial. 

Incident occurred while the sta- 
tion’s commercial manager was on 








vacation. The clerk with whom he 


| be ‘Television—July 1, 1941.’ 





entrusted the commercial schedul- 
ing okayed an order for a chainbreak 
relayed through the station’s national 
sales rep and then found that the 
stipulated spot was already occupied 
by another chainbreak. The clerk, 
thinking he was ‘eing enterprising, | 
engaged in a delicate shaving job on| of WBZ-WBZA has reported for 
the hitchhike announcement as well| active duty in the U. S. Army 
as the opening announcement for the| Ordnance office here. He’s first 
next serial and so made room for the lieutenant. 
two chainbreak announcements. | He will be succeeded by C. S. 
Glimpsing over the station’s sched- | Young, who has been here with the 
ule the national sales rep discovered stations in an executive capacity for 
what was going on and telegraphed|ten years. Swartley has been here 
the vacationing commercial manager.| only since last October, coming 
The situation was immediately recti- |from the managerial position with 
fied. WOWO and WGL, Fort Wayne. Ind. 


Swartley Into Army 


Boston, June 24. 
W. C. Swartley, general manager 
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New York City Hopeful of Fall Time 
For WNYC on KOA Precedent 


ELLIS BOWS OUT 
FCC permission for full-time opera- ‘ sesstaeiiiee 


tion for New York’s municipal sta-| Agency Gives Up Ward Account— 
tion, WNYC, will soon be actively re- Latter Has New Personnel 
vived. It’s reported to be on the 
FCC slate for consideration imme- | 
diately after a court appeal decision 
is reached in the question of clear- 
channel license between WHDH, 
Boston and KOA, Denver. Latter 
case is said to be scheduled for con- 
sideration as soon as the Senate 
Committee completes its current 
hearings on the White resolution to 
investigate the FCC. 


LaGuardia’s bid for full-time op- 
eration for WNYC is opposed by 
CBS on behalf of WCCO, its station 
in Minneapolis-St. Paul. Both out- 
lets have the same wave-length, but 
WNYC now is limited to broadcast- 
ing only during daylight hours. With 
WNYC transmitter located just 
across the East River from Manhat- 
tan, beaming the signal north and | 
s0uth would completely black out 
the heavily-populated borough of 
The Bronx, where WNYC recep- 
tion is already fainter than else- 
where in the city. And since the 
station is municipally-financed, it 
must serve all areas in the city. 

Erection of a new transmitter 
somewhere in New Jersey~ and ‘ " ’ 
beamed to avoid interference with | Henri Leiser’s Radio 


WCCO would be satisfactory for re- Transcriptions in Cuba 


ception everywhere in New York 
City, but that would involve prob-|  pyonrj Leiser, French producer who 
last turned out ‘Three Waltzes’ 


ebly in the neighborhood of $200,- 
000 expense. Members of the city (1938), arrived in New York last 
week from Cuba. He has been in 


council would hardly approve any 
Havana about a year, where he has 


éuch appropriation. 
LaGuardia is figured to have a set up an outfit to make transcrip- 
tions for use by radio stations in 


chance of obtaining his full-time 

permit from the FCC because of the : 

KOA precedent. If he doesn’t, how- more and South eovervnn 

ever, the present WNYC transmitter |_ Leiser’s idea is to lease out the 
E.T.s — consisting of entire pro- 

grams and made in Spanish, Portu- 


might be beamed north-and-south 

and a supplementary transmitter - . 
guese and English—to broadcasters, 
just as film producers lease their 


might be constructed somewhere in 
product to exhibitors. While in New 


morthern New York state, with a 
York he will name a U.S. agent and 


low-watt signal beamed to cover 
just The Bronx and west side Man- : : 

is also slated to confab with the 
Rockefeller Committee on South 


hattan. 
American Relations on possibility of 
a tieup. 
Name of Leiser’s concern is Asso- 
ciation de Radio Television y de In- 
tercamio Panamericano. 








up the Ward Baking account, effec- 
tive Sept. 1. Decision to quit came 
after Ward had replaced its presi- 
dent, first vice-president and adver- 
tising manager with new hands, 
Ellis has meanwhile taken over the 
Royal Baking account, part of Stand- 
ard Brands, from McCann-Erickson. 


JESSICA DRAGONETTE 








Gardner agency has_ signatured 
Jessica Dragonette to a year’s con- 
tract for Pet Milk’s ‘Saturday Night 
Serenade’ on CBS. This obligation 
becomes effective Aug. 16. 


The soprano did three appearances 
on the series recently on a week to 
week basis and it was decided last 
week to make her the regular so- 
loist. 








Al Nelson’s Mother Ill 


San Francisco, June 24. 
Al Nelson, NBC exec in charge of 
KGO-KPO, planed out for Chicago 
Friday (20) due to serious illness of 
his mother, now 82. 
Nelson himself is just up from an 
illness which bedded him for several 





Marcel Grandjany, French harp- 

















ist, will be heard on the Kraft show 
days. in July. 
* * * * * * * 


DEFENSE! 


A ADVERTISER with a national campaign has 
a wide sales front to defend and hold. That adver- 
tiser, we believe, deserves from any individual station 
more than simply the air time he buys. He deserves the 
defense of his interests Jocally by the Jocal station! 

“Shouldering arms” to aid every one of our advertisers 
is every department of Cleveland’s Friendly Station, not 
just one department. 

There’s production of shows by a staff good enough 
to have captured Variety’s 1940 Showmanagement 
Award and the famous Peabody Award for Public Service. 

There’s intelligence service in the activities of a research 
department which keeps you posted on local conditions. 

There’s an intensified campaign staged for you by a 
merchandising department which knows how to enlist 


distributors and dealers in your cause. 


Prepared to go “all-out” for you on the Northera 


Ohio front ::; that’s WGAR! 
THE FRIENDLY STATION 


WGAR CLEVELAND 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, Pres. . Edward Petry & Co., Inc., Nat'l Repr. 








* * * * * * * 


NBC’s KOA Appeal 


Washington, June 24. 

Right of the Federal Com- 
munications Commissions to re- 
classify frequencies without 
either calling a general hearing 
or allowing persons directly in- 
terested in the allocation plan to 
offer evidence is before the Fed- 





eral courts. Judicial review of 





. ° ' 
Sherman K. Ellis agency has given 


OPTIONED FOR YEAR 


| the grant of full-time operating 
| privileges to WHDH, Boston— 

taking the 850 ke. ribbon out of 
the I-A group—has been sought 
by NBC on behalf of KOA, 
Denver. 

The appeal, which is of great 
importance to the entire indus- 
try, was filed after the regulators 
refused by a 3 to 2 split to stay 
the effectiveness of its decision 
which amended Section 3.25 of 
the rules adopted to carry out 
objectives of the Havana 
Treaty. Three New Dealers 
were flinty, Chairman James L. 
Fly and Commissioners Paul A. 
Walker and Fred I. Thompson, 
with Commissioners Norman S. 
Case and Ray C. Wekefield 
thinking the WHDH grant should 
be held up while litigation is in 
progress. 

Court review was asked on 
virtually the same ground that 
KOA-NBC used in the futile e7- 
fort to get reconsideration of the 
decision in WHDH’s favor. Pro- 
cedural issues only can be raised 
before the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals, so the question 
whether the grant is wise and 
WHDH’s service more valuable 
than KOA’s will come in only 
indirectly. 


FCC REVISING 
SERVICE AREAS 
FOR FM 


Washington, June 24. 

Scramble for FM allocations last 
week led to Federal Communications 
Commission consideration of a 
‘North Jersey service area’—while 
making ‘certain reallocations to en- 
able as many applicants as possible 
to engage in this new type of broad- 
cast service.’ 

Explaining that there are 6 Class- 
A, 22 Class-B and 7 Class-C fre- 
quencies set aside for frequency 
modulation broadcasting, Commish 
pointed out that it was not feasible 
to use all of the FM channels in the 
same area because operation on ad-| 
jacent channels would lead to ob- 
jectionable interference. For this 
reason, construction permits for 
| Manhattan were held up pending 
solution of the problem. 

















After a study of the situation and 
conferences with New York appli- 
cants Commish declared it was not 
able to issue permits ‘pursuant to 
grants previously announced, except 
in the cases of the Frequency Broad- 
casting Corp., Brooklyn, which is ex- 
pected to shif€ from 45,900 to 49,900 
ke., and Pennsylvania Broadcasting 
Co., Philadelphia, which is expected 
to go from 44,700 to 44,900 kc.’ 

Commish notified two applicants 
—Bremer Broadcasting Corp. and 
New Jersey Broadcasting Corp.— 
that establishment of a North Jersey 
FM station was under consideration 
and that they might apply for Class- 
A frequencies for such service. 

In view of these adjustments, 
Commish was able to announce the 
grant of the following New York 
FM applications: Muzak Corp., 44,700 
ke (Class-B channel), to serve 8,500 
square miles; Interstate Broadcast- 
ing Co., Inc., 45,900 ke. (Class-B 
channel), to serve like area; City of 
New York Municipal Broadcasting 


| 
| 
| 


I 


System, to use 43,990 ke. (Class-C 
channel), to serve 3,900 square 
miles, 





JOHN STOCKER HEADS 
NEW MEXICAN AGENCY 


Mexico City, June 24. 

A new advertising agency here is 
Publicidad Pan Americano, S.A., 
manager of which is Jokn D. Stock- 
er, former publicity director in 
Mexico for Coca-Cola. 

This agency is very radio-minded. 
One of its principal accounts is 
Coca-Cola. 








Al Pearce, vacationing in Alaska, 
interviewed last week at KINY, 





| 





Juneau, by Bob Druxman. 


Se i i Oe te el 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Lee Cooley going on the road for the concluding weeks of the Ben Bernie 
show for Bromo-Seltzer ... His assistant, Tom Vietor, will handle the 
Lanny Ross program during his absence ... ‘Uncle Jim’s Question Bee’ 
will be folded by Lever Bros. (Spry) after the July 1 broadcast ... It will 


continue ‘Aunt Jenny’ for the same product, however ... No decision yet 
as to ‘Uncle Jim’ returning in the fall ... Willys Cooper collaborating with 
Herman Wouk on ‘Millions for Defense’ scripts for Treasury Department. 
... Martha Atwell directing ‘Front Page Farrell,’ new serial over WOR- 
Mutual . . . Norman Sweetser is assisting . . . Cecilia Lipschutz writing 
dialog, from outline by Frank and Anne Hummert... Carlton Young and 
Virginia Dwyer are the leads. . 


Paul Dumont, NBC staff director, up for jury duty ... Fred Weihe di- 
recting ‘Against the Storm’ while Axel Gruenberg vacations .. . Robert 
Tormey, of the NBC production staff, in hospital for minor operation ., , 
Ed McHugh, the ‘Gospel Singer,’ vacation: from June 30 through July 19, 
and Hank Lawson will stretch his NBC-Red program to 30 minutes to fill 
the vacancy ... Jimmy Lytell’s orch starts a new series on WEAF-NBC 
this Saturday (28) afternoon ,. ,. Budd Hulick will m.c. the Cantor replace- 
ment show, besides continuing his early morning strip with Ralph Dumke. 

. ‘Thin Man,’ replacing the Tony Martin series Wednesday night on 
NBC-Red for Woodbury, will do its ‘repeat’ to the Coast the previous night. 
.. . Procter & Gamble’s ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ now slated to return 
Sept. 6 for Drene ... W2XWG, the FM outlet of NBC, now being pro- 
grammed by Sidney Strotz’s department, instead of the engineering divi- 
sion... Edward King newest member of NBC production staff . .. Chester 
Stratton to play lead in ‘Hop Harrigan,’ new series to start in the fall, with 
Jack Johnstone directing ... Ray Collins had tough time getting out of 
his contracts for ‘Cavalcade of America’ and ‘Martha Webster’ so he could 
take the RKO term deal, for which he leaves by motor for the Coast late 
next month ... Margot Stevenson playing two ‘Aunt Jenny’ dates this 
week ... Prescott Robinson doing new five-weekly 15-minute mid-after- 
noon news show on WOR... Maurice C. Dreicer’s newest stint is a one- 
minute news commentary on ‘City Desk’ via WINS... Alison Skipworth 
guests Friday (27) night on WPAT, Paterson, N. J., in Adelyn Bushnell’s 
‘The Rock’... Arthur Hughes will be written out of ‘Just Plain Bill’ dur- 
ing August vacation... and Boyd Crawford will be written out of ‘Amanda 
of Honeymoon Hill’ lead while he vacations at Nantucket next month... 
Betty Caine added to ‘Amanda’ cast . .. Grace Valentine rejoined ‘Stella 
Dalias’ company ... Ford Bond leaves July 6 for four weeks of sailing in 
Chesapeake Bay .. . Quincey Howe’s WQXR schedule switched . . . Gail 
Kubik will conduct his ‘Men and Ships’ score over NBC-Blue July 1... 
Howard Teichman, who authored the ‘Campbell Playhouse’ adaptations, 
to his Wisconsin farm for summer . .. He also has a couple of pieces in 
mind for ‘Columbia Workshop’... ‘Adventures of Admiral Byrd’ being 
produced as a transcribed series by Robert E. Vincent... Adolph Goebel, 
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WWRL musical director, composing the theme music for the show... 
Katharine Raht, who plays Mrs. Aldrich on the ‘Aldrich Family’ series, 
also playing lead on ‘Aunt Jenny’ this week . . . Mildred Kaufman, for- 


merly with WIP, Philadelphia, and Morton Friedman, formerly with. the 
Washington Post, are scripting-producing ‘Love Parade,’ half-hour dra- 
matic series Sunday nights on WINS, starting this week (22)... Cities 
Service program will remote from Toronto for its July 4 broadcast... 
Carl Bixby tossed a party Saturday (21) for various radio people at his 
place at Fairfield, Conn. 


Irving Kaufman, already doing series on WOR as ‘Musical Mac,’ has 
added another one as ‘Happy Jim Parsons’... he’s also the Gaston of the 
Chateau Martin wine musical spots ... Bob Olsen, of the WNEW news staff, 
to marry Marion Taylor, organist at the Asbury Park (N, J.) casino... 
with Anacin’s ‘America, the Free,’ musical series at 10:30-11 a.m. Saturdays 
on NBC-Red (WEAF), ‘Happy Jack Turner’ moved to 10:15 a.m. and the 
‘Bright Idea Club’ to 2:30-3 p.m. the same day ... Mutual considering a 
full-hour Gershwin memorial show on the composer’s birthday in July... 
Oscar Levant being considered for it.... 


Ilka Chase’s ‘Penthouse Party’ and Louella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood Pre- 
miere,’ now at 10:30 and 10 o’clock, respectively, Friday nights on CBS, 
moved forward a half-hour each to fill the vacancy left by the summer 
folding of ‘Campbell Playhouse .,. Columbia will air the Stadium (N. Y.) 
concerts Tuesday nights 9:30-10 ... and effective the first week in July, 
‘Honest Abe’ goes off; ‘Life of Riley’ takes over the 11:05-11:30 a.m. spot 
Saturdays and a new musical series with Burl Ives moves into the 10:30- 
11 a.m. period.... 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


John Larkin added to cast of ‘Road to Life,’ Catherine McCune doubling 
as ‘Mrs. Spencer’ and ‘Clara Potts’ in the ‘Scattergood Baines’ show.... 
Jack Swineford now in ‘Right to Happiness’ and Charles Penman added 
to ‘Woman in White’....Entire WBBM sports news gang participating in 
new ‘Sportsman’s Show,’ which includes Jim Crusinberry, Pat Flanagan, 
John Harrington and Val Sherman....Al Chance handling production on 
the Glenn Miller show out of Chicago....Fran Allison playing a guest 
date in Peoria. 


Burridge Butler, owner of WLS, Chicago, and KOY, Phoenix, has set up 


a Trophy Cup as an award to the outstanding Flying Cadet of each gradu- 
ating class at the new Phoenix air base, Thunderbird Field. 
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TO ALL SPONSOR S, ADVERTISING You are hereby notified that you may not employ 
any actors, singers, or announcers who appear on 
| AGENCIES, RADIO STATIONS WKRC during the strike. They are strikebreak- 
\ ; ers and no AFRA members will work with them. 
| AND NETWORKS 
WKRC, Cincinnati, has been declared unfair by . TO ALL ACTORS, SINGERS 
the American Federation of Radio Artists (AFL) os 
because: AND ANNOUNCERS 
| 1. It pays less than a third.of the fee for a net- Your fellow artists are on strike at WKRC. The 
| work program which is paid at a competing sta- entire membership of AFRA from coast to coast 
tion under AFRA contract and refuses to raise is united, with the Cincinnati members in their 
this scale. fight. The performers’ International, the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of America, and all its 
2. It refuses to permit AFRA shop, which has branches have pledged their backing. The mem- 
been accepted as standard by the radio industry. bers of Actors Equity, Chorus Equity, Screen 
3. Negotiations have been patiently conducted by Actors Guild, American Guild of Musical Artists 
AFRA for over 18 months, but have proven and American Guild ef Variety Artists are all with 
Pee : AFRA in this strike. AFRA’s strike is supported 
| by the 65,000 members of the Cincinnati Central 
4. AFRA’s fairness is demonstrated by the fact Labor Council. 
that this is AFRA’s first strike. DO NOT WORK ON STATION WKRC 
4 5. WKRC has been charged before the National 
Labor Relations Board with fostering a company. ° 
union, with intimidation of its employees, and TO THE PUBLIC 
with failure to negotiate in good faith. 
4 This is not just another strike. It merits the sym- 
W 0 aon thet yous sathy of every American who is interested in j 
DO NOT DEAL WITH STATION WKRC sang phir Prertasiaeaa nagar ope i) 
DO NOT PLACE ANY ADVERTISING tice and fair dealing. 1€ artists who furnish 
WITH WKRC your entertzinment are entitled to a decent living. 
KEEP WKRC OFF YOUR NETWORK TUNE OUT WKRC 
7 
AFRA’S. RECORD 
AFRA has been successfully negotiating with the radio industry for nearly four years. It has signed 
contracts with the major networks, with all of the outstanding agencies, with all important transcription 
companies and with every type of radio station from coast to coast. AFRA has demonstrated that it is 
fair and reasonable. It has never before been forced to go on strike. 
AFRA has been negotiating 5 ith Hulbert Taft, Jr., owner of Station WKRC, for a period of nearly two 
years. It has made every effort, as in the past, to consider the station’s problems and special issues. 
’ Only after the most protracted and sincere attempts had been made by AFRA to reach an agreement 
and avert a strike, and after Mr. Taft advanced an ultimatum making further negotiations impossible, 
was WKRC declared unfair. 
7 
MR. TAFT’S RECORD 
The principles and policies which Mr. Taft seeks to perpetuate belong to an outworn economic era. His 
station, WKRC, has been charged before the National Labor Relations Board with discrimination against 
AFRA members and intimidation of his employees, and with fostering a company union in an attempt 
to destroy AFRA. He arbitrarily refuses to recognize the principle which the radio industry itself re- 
gards as cardinal—that labor shall give an equal break to stations that are substantially competitive. 
Taft is unfair to his own industry and to his employees. 
WKRC IS UNFAIR TO RADIO ARTISTS 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF RADIO ARTISTS 
i Affiliated with American Federation of Labor 
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TRAMMEL SEES ‘VIVISECTION’ ON NBC AND 
CONTENDS RULES ECHO CRIES OF RIVALS 








Senate Hearings Recess Until Chairman Fly of F CC! 
Returns for Rebuttal of Networks — Affiliates 
Give Views—Neville Miller on Stand in Absence 


of Wheeler 





isn’t restrained by Congress. He 
echoed the pleas for a new law 
voiced earlier in the week by Wil- 
liam S. Paley, president of Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 

Then Duke M. Patrick, the local 
NBC attorney, explained how con- 
fused the barristers are about the 
next moves, picking up where John 
J. Burns of CBS left off. Both Pat- 
rick and Burns begged the solons to 
clear up their doubts about appeal 
rights and privileges, declaring the 
law has so many vague provisions 
that no lawyer can be sure he’s do- 
ing the right thing in telling clients 
how to contest the regulators. 


Miller’s Warning 

Neville Miller, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
warned of danger of wiping out a 
mass audience on Thursday (19). In 
a surprise appearance (he had not 
been expected to testify), Miller 
twanged the national defense harp- 
string, and summed everything up by 
declaring the rules will have the in- 
evitable effect of ‘torpedoing the 
audience. Sarcastically repeating 
Chairman Fly’s descriptions of the 
commandments, he was sure that ‘the 
first emancipation proclamation was 
received more enthusiastically’ than 
this one. 

After the parade of individual li- 
censees, the committee heard from 
the uplift groups. Only briefly, as 
they followed advice to submit state- 
ments for the record. The Council 
of Churches, the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, and the Council of 
Catholic Men all registered alarm 
about what the rules would do to 
them and their causes. 

Duke Patrick suggested the solons 
get answers from Fly on several 
questions that are highly technical, 
but nonetheless extremely important 
to every industry member. Such as 
(1) the power of the District of Co- 
lumbia Court of Appeals to grant 
‘interim relief’; (2) terms on which 
chairman’s seat, announced a recess.| the Commish will consent to the 
Next session is at least a week off,| granting of such relief; (3) whether 
with Chairman Burton K. Wheeler, | the Commish could extend licenses 
the resolution sponsor, Senator Wal-| on a temporary basis in view of the 
lace H. White of Maine, and other| fact it must make findings, under 
most interested solons on the road. | its rules, that permanent renewals 

The last three days of the proceed-| would contravene the public interest; 
ings were a_ decided let-down,| (4) how does one go about getting 
After Niles Trammell, president of | interim relief from the Commish and 
NBC, completed his 8,000-word in-| what must a station or network al- 
dictment of the rules and the rules- | lege to get salved; (5) in case interim 
makers both the audience and the| relief is granted and the courts even- 
committee slipped away. The wind-| tually uphold the Commish, will li- 
up meetings could have been held | censees get new papers if they prom- 
in an ante-room. ise to obey the commandments in 

Trammell did a_ thorough-going | the future. 
job of explaining why the industry Though he got tossed around from 
will suffer grievously if the Commish (Continued on page 28) 


Washington, June 24. 

The White resolution to suspend 
the Federal®#Communications Com- 
mission's anti-monopoly reforms was 
put on ice Friday (20) after a 
parade of independent network af- 
filiate operators gave their slants and 
more emphasis was put on the diffi- 
culty of getting a satisfactory court 
review of the controversial com- 
mandments. 

FCC Chairman James L. Fly is due 
to return to the stand for rebuttal and | 


~_— — ——-- — 


Weber Raps N. A. B. 


In a circular letter addressed 
to Mutual affiliates Monday (23) 
Fred Weber, the network’s gen- 
eral manager, rapped the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters for the part it has taken 
during the Senate Interstate 
Commerce committee’s hearing 
on the White Resolution. The 
NAB, charged Weber, used its 
‘organization facilities, which are 
supported by many Mutual af- 
filiates, for the purpose of sten- 
cilling, distributing and public- 
izing the testimony of al! those 
who appeared in opposition to 
the Mutual Network and in sup- 
port of Senator White’s resolu- 
tion. 

What, stated Weber, was ‘more 
significant’ was that the N.A.B., 
devoted its ‘efforts to producing 
witnesses in opposition to 
Mutual's position on the monop- 
oly question.’ Weber concluded 
his letter with’ the notation that 
he was relaying this information 
for the guidance of Mutual’s in- 
dividual stations. 


od 











cross-quizzing, but no date was set 
when Senator Carl McFarland, Ari- 
zona Democrat, temporarily in the 
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Press Probe July 23 





Washington, June 24. 

As expected postponement of 
the Federal Communications 
Commission’s hearings on press 
ownership of both standard and 
frequency modulation stations 
was ordered Friday (20). On 
request of Harold Hough (WBAP, 
Fort Worth), chairman of the 
press-radio group, the Commish 
granted a delay from Wednesday 
(25) to July 23. 

The apprehensive licensees had 
asked until Sept. 15 to prepare 
their cases. 


Hedges Tells WFAA-KGKO 
Studio Baptismal Party 
Radio ‘Won't Be the Same’ 


Dallas, June 24. 
Radio as the listening public has 
known it in the past 15 years will 
cease to exist, if the proposed orders 
of the Federal Communications 


Commission go into effect, William S. 
Hedges of New York, vice-president 
of NBC, declared Saturday night 
(21) as he addressed a dinner cele- 
brating the completion of the radio 
penthouse studios of WFAA and 
KGKO. 

The FCC is soon to begin an in- 
quiry into newspaper ownership of 
broadcasting stations ‘and this probe 
should be of interest to all listeners,’ 
Hedges said. KGKO is owned jointly 
by the Dallas News and Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram while the News owns 
WFAA which splits ti with 
WBAP, a Star-Telegram enterprise. 

Speakers included Martin B. Camp- 
bell, managing director of The News’ 
two stations; Ed Kirby, of the U. S. 
War Department. 

New studios of WFAA-KGKO were 
baptized last week in the presence of 
William Hedges, William A. Clarke, 
Sheldon Hickox and John H? Norton 
of NBC; New York. 

The: stations reps on hand were 
Free & Peters and Hank Cristal of 
Petry. 


‘PREDICAMENTS’ TURN 
INTO PACKAGE SHOWS 


Mexico City, June 24. 
XEQ, which specializes in ‘pack- 
age shows’ under program manager 
Carlos Riveroll del Prado, has two 
new 

















Problems’ 


dramatizes love predicaments and 
then members of the audience are 
called upon to solve them. A port- 
able mike circulates among the 
spectators. 

*‘Who’s Guilty?’ does the same for 
crime. Second period of program is 
devoted to solving the mystery and 
picking the culprit. Audience ques- 
tions the players who work without 
script or without rehearsal and 
must know their roles thoroughly 
as they kave to act extemporane- 
ously. 


ones. ‘Romantic 





FRIGON DEFINES CBC 


Meantime He Is in Nominal Control 
Despite Murray’s Title 





Montreal, June 24. 

Augustin Frigon, assistant general 
manager Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, told the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers convention 
Monday (16) that broadcasting in 
Canada is neither owned nor oper- 
ated by the Government and that the 
CBC is an independent government 
corporation free to operate as it 
wishes. 

‘The CBC is a non-profit enterprise 
operating within its own revenues 
and serving the interests of the pub- 
lic,’ he added. 

Meanwhile, Gladstone Murray is 
still G.M., but is only in charge of 
programs and publicity while Frigon 





is handling policy and is now re- 
sponsible to the Board of Governors 
of the CBC and not to the G.M. This 
division of control is liable to con- 
tinue until late fall when Parliament 
reconvenes at Ottawa and a parlia- 
mentary commission enquiring into 





CBC has virtually been promised. 
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: — Mooiilight on the Potomac 
3 , soot 


Washington, June 24. 
Suggestions of a compromise by which the Commission will back down 
a little bit, the industry will get spanked, and the law may be overhauled 
in several particuluars followed the recess of the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee hearings. Still it looks doubtful if Congress will get 
around to any substantial revision of the statute for some time and the 
White resolution is generally considered dead. 





‘WMCA Case to Be Aired 

Fireworks over the WMCA, New York, sale are due when the solons 
resume their hearings and Chairman James L. Fly shows up to rebut the 
complaints ‘of the two senior chains, the N. A. B. and miscellaneous af- 
filiates. Senator Charles W. Tobey of New Hampshire, whose digging 
last year into the RCA consent decree is being followed up belatedly with 
a secret House committee probe of the Delaware Federal court, is on the 
prowl. He has obtained the commission’s files bearing on the sale of the 
New York transmitter to Edward Noble, Lifesaver candy mint magnate, 
and is sniffing elsewhere. Possible members of the commish who voted 
to approve the transaction without a hearing will be called to the stand. 





‘What, Ferced to Take Money”’ 

Protests of Hope Barroll of WFBR, Baltimore, about ‘coercion’ by NBC 
didn’t outrage Senator James M. Tunnell of Delaware. He got Barroll to 
confess the chain program he was slow to carry would have replaced a 
sustainer. Then he queried ‘so they (NBC) would have forced you to ac- 
cept money?’ 





Too Fast for Heckling 

None of the solons most interested in the anti-monopoly tiff was on hand 
for the final session. Senator Carl McFarland of Arizona, a first-termer, 
wielded the gavel. But Senators Burton K. Wheeler (chairman), Wallace 
H. White, D. Worth Clark and Charles W. Tobey were absent, most of them 
on the road orating about the war situation. Their absence probably con- 
tributed to the speed with which the tail-end witnesses were rushed 
through their testimony. 





Steps in As Understudy 

Part of the reason why Neville Miller took the stand unexpectedly 
Thursday (19) was the lack of other witnesses. Some of the independent 
operators had been told they wouldn’t get a chance to testify for another 
day, and so failed to check in. When Duke M. Patrick of the NBC legal 
coterie got through in less than two kours, there was a void that had to 
be filled. The N. A. B. prexy slid into the chair with a penciled, hand- 
written outline of his ideas and no mimeographed copies of his statement 
were available for the press tables, so sudden was his appearance. 


Songwriters Ask Senators to Listen 


a 


Wants Committee to Hear Their Views of Radio’s 
War on ASCAP —Daru and Winters’ Brief 














Move to participate in the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee’s 
hearing on the White Resolution has 
been made by the 13 writers who 


several months ago brought large 
damage suits against NBC, CBS, 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and the Na- 
tion Association of Broadcasters. 
Acting for the writer group, Daru & 
Winters, counsel, filed Monday (23) 
a brief with the committee asking 
that the latter broaden the proposed 
investigation of the FCC’s new rules 
on network-affiliated stations rela- 
tions so that it will include a ‘thor- 
oughgoing probe of the so-called 
radio-music war and all related mat- 
ters.’ 

The brief urges that the Senate 
committee look into the Govern- 
ment’s allegations which led to the 
BMI consent decree and holds that it 
‘would be in the public interest to 
learn the truth as to why the works 
and compositions of the majority 
of America’s leading composers 
have been kept off the air and are 
still barred from the radio, despite 
the consent decrees entered against 
ASCAP and BMI which it was said 
would resolve the controversy.’ If, 
the brief states, ‘only half the alle- 
gations contained in the Govern- 





ment’s complaint against BMI can be 
supported, it is the duty of the U. S. 
Senate to investigate the entire 
radio-music situation in this country. 
Also, ‘If only half of said allegations 
are true many radio stations have 
lost both the moral and legal right 
to continue as licensed broadcasters.’ 


The brief points out that the 13 
writers consist of both ASCAP mem- 
bers and non-ASCAP members and 
that the action they have pending 
in the courts seeks to recover dam- 
ages by reason of the alleged con- 
spiracy of NBC, CBS and the NAB 
and others ‘to destroy the value of 
their copyrights and by coercion and 
other illegal matters prevented their 
works from being played on licensed 
stations. The plaintiffs and signa- 
tors of the brief are Ernie Burnett, 
Nelson Cogane, Paul Cunningham, 
Al Lewis, Frank Madden, Allan 
Flynn, Sammy Mysels, Vincent Rose, 
Ira Schuster, Larry Stock, Jean 
Schwartz and Guy Wood. 





B. 8S. Bercovici, news interpreting 
out of Rochester over Mutual, gets 
two local commercial sponsors, 
Kroger Stores over KWK, St. Louis, 
and Sears, Roebuck over WGH, Nor- 
folk, Va. 
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WKRC STRIKE HITS MUTUAL 


AFAA WALKOUT 
oc] FOR JULY / 


Taft, Weber, Masters Meet- 
ing for Chicago Goes Cold 
—dActors’ Union Musters 
Allies—Employes of Other 
Cincinnati Stations Picket 


WKRC 





—_———_—_—_——_ 


INFORM SPONSORS 





At a meeting of the national board 
of the American Federation of Radio 
Artists in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) afternoon it was voted to 
order all AFRA actors to strike as 
of July 7 against all Mutual net- 
work commercial programs which 
are fed to WKRC,.Cincinnati. Thus 
the local strike, the first in AFRA 


history, takes on a national charac- 
ter and involves sponsors and ad- 
vertising agencies. 

Decision of the board came after 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., of WKRC, decided 
not to meet with representatives of 
AFRA and the Mutual network at 
the Drake hotel, Chicago, today. 
Such a meeting had been set up on 


Monday, canceled on Tuesday. Fred 
Weber, general manager, and Keith 
Masters, counsel, of Mutual, were 


slated to gather with Taft and Emily 
Holt, George Heller and Henry Jaffe, 
of AFRA. 

Taft is quoted as declaring that he 
‘could not negotiate with AFRA be- 
cause there is another union in the 
field” This evidently referred to 
the independent union of announcers 
which previously appealed to the 
NLRB for an election at WKRC and 
subsequently withdrew the bid as 
many of its members went over to 
AFRA. Latter group claims the 
indie union is Taft-dominated. 

In its strike notice yesterday, the 
AFRA board announced that WKRC 
‘unfair’ station and suggested 
that sponsors now having programs 
on the outlet find some. other Cin- 
cinnati station for the shows. Notice 
called specific attention to the clause 
in the network commercial code 
which states that all AFRA mem- 
bers are under ‘contractual obliga- 
tion to obey AFRA rules.’ 

Meeting was suggested Monday 
(23) by Mutual after AFRA, en- 
gaged in a strike against WKRC, 
had notified network officials in 
New York that unless network pro- 
gramming to and from the station 
Was discontinued the union would 
call a walkout against all Mutual 
programs. With possible legal com- 
plexities completely in the air, Mu- 
tual first asked AFRA for 24 hours’ 
leeway to consider the demand and 
then asked for the conference. 
AFRA agreed to both requests. 

Union’s move to cut off network 
program service to WKRC followed 


is an 


attempts to get advertising agencies 
to clip the Cincinnati outlet from 
their kookup of stations for all 
sponsored programs over Mutual. 
Agencies, regardless of any other 


(Continued on ‘page 29) 


LLOYD FREE, GRAVES 
MONITORING FOR FCC 


Washington, June 24. 

Appointment of Lloyd A. Free 
and retention of Harold N. Graves, 
Jr.. as director of the Foreign 
Broadcast Monitoring Service and 
administrative assistant, respectively, 
Was made last week by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Recording, translation and 
analysis of foreign short-wave 
broadcasts, formerly handled by the 
Commish in cooperation with the 
Defense Communications Board, is 
being taken over by the two Prince- 
ton graduates, 

Graves has been ‘serving as ad- 
ministrative assistant of the Com- 
mission’s .new unit for several 
months, 








lds Buys KMOX Bldg. 
But Station Can Stay 


St. Louis, June 24. 

The War Dept. has purchased the 
20-story Mart Building, downtown, 
in which KMOX, CBS outlet here, 
is located but assurances have been 
made that the station and a first- 
floor restaurant will not be required 
to move. 

The building will be used as a 
permanent headquarters for an 
Army Medical Supply Depot. 








Dan Hosmer, character actor from 
Chicago, is now with KSO-KRNT, 
Des Moines, writing and producing 
‘Brandin’ Time’ in which Tommy 
Thompson, singer and guitarist, does 
the vocals. 





Hope Passes Himself 





Hollywood, June 24, 
Bob Hope has no one to blame 
but himself for dropping below 
Lux in the C.A.B. ratings. 
Soap show hopped past him 
the day he did ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ for Lux. 


CHAS. CHRISTOPH JOINS 
J. WALTER THOMPSON 


Charles Christoph has joined the 
radio department of J. Walter 
Thompson as a writer and producer. 

He was formerly with the Ted 
Bates agency and before that with 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert and 
Thompson. 














Local Time Buyers Poorly Stocked With 
Right Answers Gene Carr Discovers 


Cleveland, June 24. 

Gene Carr, WGAR’s assistant sales 
manager, is much dismayed by the | Carr conducted his probe by the 
low collective IQ shown by the time| written questionnaire route. He 
buyers of 50 local advertising agen-| found out that only eight of the 
cies on data about the station and set buyers knew the correct number of 
ownership in area and he thinks aa sets in Cleveland’s home county, 
it is mostly due to the radio sales-| only 13 knew the station’s day and 
man’s inclination to overlook telling | night operating power, only 14 knew 
the story that ‘first established radio} WGAR’s kilocycle setting, only four 
as a great advertising medium.’ In| knew that there were 50,000 auto 
Carr’s opinion the agency men’s poor! radios in the county and only 17 
showing indicates that the station in| could tell where WGAR’s transmitter 
its sales message hasn’t been shock-! was located. 





ing hard enough at ‘over-all factual 
coverage of vital station data.’ 
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Mr. Dyer, recognized by his Indiana 
















“MEET THE ANTONE DYERS” 


Antone Dyer and his family, just like 
many another progressive farm family 
living in WLW's primary area, daily rely 
on the Nation’s Station forNews, Weather 
Entertainment and Markets. 
The farm home of Antone Dyer is located 
a few miles west of Terre Haute, Indiana. 
Mr. Dyer is a breeder of prize winning 
Percheron horses and farms 350 acres 
in wheat, corn, soy beans and hay. 











Mr. Bree exercises a Prize-Winning Percheron. He’s 
great baseball fan and appreciates especially Ed 
Mason’ ’s daily broadcasts from ‘‘Everybody’s Farm.”’ 


REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicago —- WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 
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steps. Sonny especially 


Four-H Clubs soon. 


farmer-friends as a young, progressive 
farmer, is a director of the Vigo County 
Fair, and also serves as a member of the 
County Council.and the Farm Bureau. 


The Dyers have three children, Sonny, | rameipmnecer 
11, Eddie, 8, and three months old, Sue. | 
Their radio is turned on about 9:00 
o'clock each morning for the latest news ite 
and livestock quotations. WiW's “Boone | | 
County Jamboree” is a radio favorite; 
of the whole Dyer family. 


Sonny and Eddy are, already, followin, 
likes WLW’s 
while Eddy’s favorite is Jack Armstrong. Both plan to jo 
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Mrs. Harriet Dyer dresses a chicken in her 
kitchen. Her favorite pr egramyp are ‘‘Every- 
body’s Farm,” ‘‘Linda’s First Love” and the 

newscasts of Peter Grant and H. R. Gross. 
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San Francisco — International Radic Sales. 
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Trammell’s Senate Testimony 








(Continued from page 26) 
time to time, Trammell had much 
easier going than Bill Paley the week 
before. Trammell played the bass 
notes in talking about the Blue net- 
work, commenting the FCC changes 
‘stem from the competitive cry of 
those (i.e. Mutual) who seek through 
Commission edict and without com- 

etitive effort to replace the pioneers’ 

broadcasting. 

Voluntary revision of NBC’s affili- 
ation contracts was hinted by Tram- 
mell, Though uneonvinced there is 
evil in the present pacts, he said 
etudies have been launched that may 
lead to rewriting of the agreements. 
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NBC will drop some of the asserted 
‘vicious’ clauses, several of which 
were adopted at a time when chain 
broadcasting still was an economic 
experiment, he explained. In addi- 
tion, he pointed out that NBC never 
has taken advantage of some of the 
condemned provisions, such as the 
right to cancel or to penalize affili- 
ates accepting spot accounts at lower 
than the national rate. Affiliates 
have been allowed to exercise can- 
ures, he added; 3,993 commercial 
tween Jan. 1 and May 31, 1941, he 
added. 

If the Commish goes through with 
‘vivisection’ of NBC, the public will 


boded. New proprietor of the Blue 
—if it can be sold under the cloud of 
the FCC regulations—hardly could 
afford to carry all tne sustainings, he 
said; and it would be extremely dif- 


every one. The reformers are brush- 
ing aside a 15-year record of con- 
stantly improving public service, 
jeopardizing the jobs of 2,300 work- 
ers, and undermining 200-odd outlets, 
he compiained. 


Nominal NBC Profits 


NBC’s finances were brought up 
by the web prexy to show that there 
has been none of the profiteering 
charged by the Commish. He ob- 
served that over $45,000,000 has been 
spent for sustainers, that NBC has 
averaged less than $2,000,000 annu- 
ally in profits during its existence, 
which is only 7.29% of the gross, and 
huge sums have been paid in taxes. 
Much money has been invested in 
experimentation and research, not- 
ably television and DX-ing, which 
have been on a non-commercial basis 
mast of the time. 

‘To create the spectre of domina- 
tion in the industry, Chairman Fly 
in his testimony presented a syn- 


thetic creature composed of two 
vigorous rivals. He even creates a 
name for it—duopoly. By lumping 


their business, and by lumping the 
number of independent affiliated 
stations which they serve, in terms 
of wattage, he turns two of the most 
aggressive competitors in American 
industry into Siamese twins of his 
own imagination,’ Trammell snorted. 
Political Domination 
‘The worst domination that could 
be visited upon public opinion is 
domination by a political commis- 
sion. I submit that it is as important 
for Congress to guard against this 
type of domination as it is to guard 
against the remote possibility that a 
network operator would commit 
business suicide by violating the 
policies which now guarantee the 
freedom of the air.’ 

Taking the stand when Chairman 
Burton K. Wheeler was absent and 
escaping all threatened hazing, Ne- 
ville Miller, of the N.A.B. main- 
tained his right to pose as an indus- 
try spokesman despite the Mutual 
defections at St. Louis. He em- 
phasized that 552 stations are on the 
rolls and subtly suggested the loss 
of the handful of MBS leaders is of 
Slight significance. It’s 
there should be differences of 
opinion in such an institution, he 
observed. The great danger in the 
regulations is the approach to cen- 
sorship and destruction of individual 
initiative, Miller feared. 

The free-speech ssue was brought 
up by Senator C. Wayland Brooks, 
Illinois Republican whose chief 
backer was the Chicago Tribune, 
Owner of WGN. Quizzing Miller 
about the N.A.B. organization, he 
chided the trade body for not taking 
action to head off censorship. Pres- 
sure ough? to be exerted to see that 
members carry both sides, he Said, 
er the industry is liable to ‘build 
your own tomb.’ Miller came back 
with remarks about the code and the 
danger of violating the anti-trust 
laws if pressure is applied, which 
provoked Brooks into commenting 
that short-sighted industry leaders 
are encouraging a ‘nation-wide town 
crier system’ where only decrees and 
prociamations of the government 
will be heard. 


Hope Barroll Heard 


Affiliates of NBC and CBS sec- 
onded the testimony of the chain 


by only one individual station oper- 
ator, Hope H. Barroll of WFBR, 
Baltimore. Latter outlet goes on 
Mutual Oct. 1, after having been 
notified NBC was moving it from the 
Red te the Blue. 

Paul W. Morency of WTIC, Hart- 
ford, vice-chairman of Independent 





cellation privileges, as shown by fig- | 


continuities were turned down be- | 


be the chief victime. Trammell fore- | 


ficult for the Red skein to absorb! WFBR to the Blue combo. 


inevitable | 


heads, while Mutual was helped out |. 


Gillin of WOW, Omaha; Clarence 
Wheeler of WHEC, Rochester; J. W. 
Lee of KGFF, Shawnee, Okla.; and 
Charles B. Hasbrook of WCAX, Bur- 
lington, Vt., testified as sessions 
ended. Jonas Weiland of WFTC, 
Kingston, N. C., told of his anxiety to 
get on the Blue and the difficulty of 
negotiating a contract in view of the 
rules. 

The only sour note in the final 
canto was sounded by Barroll. His 
account centered around NBC’s al- 
leged demand that he drop a Mary- 
land State Guard program—carried 
during network option time—in or- 


| der to air an Oxydol program. He 


also dragged the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ skele- 
ton out of the Tums closet. 

Contending the correspondence 
‘clearly proves the webs coerce their 
affiliates, Barroll filed letters 
, Swapped with William S. Hedges, 
NEC vice-president, before the chain 
served notice it planned to move 
In de- 
manding the Baltimore plant make 
_Toom for the Procter & Gamble pro- 
| gram, Hedges wrote: 





Silent Cal 





Cal Tinney conducts on 
WMCA, New York, a program in 
which questions about topical 
events are telephoned in. Last 
Wednesday (18) his announcer 
pulled this hot one: 

‘Is there any reason for NBC 
to have two networks?’ 

Tinney mumbled _ something, 
then added, ‘give me $4,000,000 
and I’ll start a network.’ 











‘I must say that I have not been 
at all happy with the degree of co- 
operation which you have ex- 
tended to NBC during the recent 
months. It can lead to only one 
conclusion, and that is that you are 
not happy as a member of the Red 
network. Maybe we can do some- 
thing about that, too.’ 
| Barroll related how he_ con- 
‘fronted Trammell and received a 


, denial of trade gossip that NBC | 
| planned to make WBAL, Baltimore, 


a Red outlet to appease William 
Randolph Hearst and counterbalance 
the replacement of Hearst’s WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, by KDKA. Day after the 
/NBC prexy laughed at the idea 
| Varrery carried the story of the 
| shifts, Barroll remarked. To keep 
him in line, Trammell made start- 
lingly generous offers, the WFBR 
official declared. A rate boost from 
$260 to $300 per hour and a guaranty 
| of $125,000 the first year and $100,000 
the second. 
Lee Scoffs Mutual 
Heavy barrage was directed at 
Mutual by J. W. Lee of KGFF, who 
now is a Blue network outlet. He 
said Mutual is ‘neither mutual nor a 
network,’ yowling that the sustain- 
ing programs are poor, the affiliates 
get little return, and the ‘big city 
stations’ (chiefly WOR and WGN) 
get all the credit. Listeners are be- 
wildered, he lamented, by the nu- 
merous credits given over MBS. A 
| Mutual contract is an ‘excellent deal’ 
for powerful plants in big markets 
but a ‘poor proposition’ for the little 
fellows, in his estimation. 
Affiliation contracts were termed 
valuable assets by Morency, Gillin, 
and Hasbrook. The former, ac- 
knowledging that pacts are not 
wholly satisfactory to all outlets and 
IRNA still is negotiating for changes, 
recalled that only one Mutual outlet 
dissented from a resolution con- 
Gemning the regulations. Gillin in- 
sisted his Omaha plant, a Red Affili- 
ate, has been able to serve the needs 
of all local and spot advertisers, as 
well as carry pubkig service pro- 
grams, because NBC has been co- 
operative about adjusting schedules. 
The Omaha exec feared that elimina- 
| tion of exclusive contracts will re- 
sult in fewer sustainers though he 
agreed the reform might give the 
big stations more commercial ac- 
| counts. Pointing out that Vermont 
|is a radio blind spot, Hasbrook ex- 
plained that his New England listen- 
'ers would be seriously hurt if the 
Commish forces him to give up his 
CBS contract. 


LUDGIN AGENCY FOR BLAIR 
Chicago, June 24. 
Station rep John Blair has shifted 
| his advertising appropriation to the 
Earl Ludgin agency in Chicago. 
| Vincent Bliss will be the agency 
contact with the Blair station rep 
firm. 





| join. 
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Follow-Up Comment 





| ‘Light of the World,’ the day-to- 
day story of the Bible according to 
'General Mills, is obviously great 
stuff to the devout who see nothing 


No matter what happens to the rules,, Radio Network Affiliates; John J. | incongruous in using religion to sell 


|commercial products—in this case, 

Gold Medal flour. It’s an expert 
scripting job, cramming a maximum 
of action into the allotted NBC time, 
keeping the plot moving with short, 
vital scenes and making shrewd use 
of narration and dramatization. It’s 
also well produced and played, ex- 
| cept for the narrator, whose palpably 
phony revivalist preacher delivery is 
'so broad it resembles intentional 
burlesque. Of course there are some 
who'll get the fidgefs merely from 
the idea of five-a-week, commercial, 
ad-agency, AFRA-minimum, super- 
salesman religion. 





| Morton Gould music substituted 
for the ailing Major Bowes on the 
|Chrysler hour last Thursday (19). 
| It was decided, and shrewdly, not to 
substitute another emcee for the 
| major. It was more dramatic to dis- 
| pense with the whole ainateur rou- 
tine, giving the listeners the idea, 
| subtly, that the maior is the show 
and the show is the major. And ain't 
, it? It was a heavy load for Gould, 
| what with so much time and no 
ASCAP. But the rich arrangements 
| did well. Some of the whilom ‘ama- 
|teurs’ discovered by the program 
were brought in to pad out with some 
vocals. Meantime, the announcer 
read ‘this is what the major, who is 
listening in at the hospital, has to 
say about Chrysler cars—’ 





‘Lorenzo Jones’ (NBC-Red) bills 
itself kinda hard as a comedy show, 
inviting the dialers to ‘smile awhile 
with Lorenzo Jones’ and claiming 
there are ‘more smiles than tears’ to 
the series. As it happens, that’s not 
untrue, though ‘Lorenzo’ is by no 
means the chuckle-inviter that, say, 
‘Vic and Sade’ or ‘Easy Aces’ are. 
Still, there’s an undeniable humor- 





| cold dope on a new neighbor, Ches- 
| ter Van Dyne, a smooth article who’s 


| persuading Belle (Mrs. Lorenzo) to| 
|invest in his copper mine out west. | 


It’s not exactly hilarious, but there’s 





ous flavor to the script—and that's | 
|all too rare'in serials. Lorenzo is| 
currently trying to ferret out the) 


a chuckle just beneath the surface. | 
| Karl Swenson, using a voice some- | 


thing like Dudley Digges, gets plenty 
out of the Lorenzo part. 
| cial advises anyone who has smoked, 


| 
Commer- | 


| eaten or ‘overindulged’ too much to | 


| try Phillips milk of magnesia tab- 
lets. 





Herbert Agar, editor of the Louis- 
ville Courier, is becoming a greater 
figure nationally than his colleague, | 
Mark Ethridge. Agar has great elo-| 
quence as a radio speaker, using a} 
strange basso monotone with accum- 
ulatively dramatic effect. He’s 100% | 
pro-British and plenty critical of the | 


| U.S.A. with especial regard for the 


League of Nations which we did not 
Agar’s latest radio piece was 
over WXQR, New York, and he tore 
into the prejudice against Negroes 
in defense jobs. 





‘Woman in White’ (CBS), the 
nurse with the romantic involve- 
ments, is tangling herself in another 
one. There’s that nice gent Crandall 
who’s been squiring her about so gal- 
lantly, and now it suddenly turns out | 
that he’s in love with her, which} 
certainly complicates things no end, 
what with her about to go on a case 
with that old beau Dr. Harding. It 
just goes to show a girl can’t afford 
to be friendly with a man, no matter | 
how nice he seems, or he’ll up and_/| 
fall in love with her without warn- | 

ing—except to all the show’s listen- | 

ers. Program is kinda sappy, as| 
femme daytime audiences seem to/| 
require. But it has some effectively | 
written moments and is well played, | 
particularly in the.title part. 





Charles Butterworth’s screwball | 
| style of humor got over in a big way | 


on last weekend’s (22) installment of | 
the Ontario Travel Bureau’s show 


over CBS. It was a case of espe- 
cially-grooved material meeting 
comedian. Butterworth engaged in 


two passages with Colonel Stoop- 
nagle, the series’ standing attache, 
but get his better licks in during the 
bit which had him (Butterworth) 
| trying to exchange a defective radio 
set in a department store. It was 
humor geared to the American lis- 
teners’ taste throughout. Stoopnagle 
had an inning by himself, and that 
was also amusing. Ned Sparks is 
entirely off the series. 





Allen Prescott, who does the ‘Wife 
Saver’ series. on NBC-Bilue (WJZ) 
five mornings a week, is now also 
handling a 10-minute program called 
‘Yours Sincerely’ on the same net- 
work Wednesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day afternoons. It’s a light, breezy, 
straight-away treatment of feature 
news, with an occasional mildly 
humorous slant. Unpretentious and 
rather agreeable. When heard last 
Wednesday (18), Prescott mentioned 
among other topics, the U. S. O. 
drive, a non-recommended way of 
eradicating onion or garlic breath, 
the start of demolition of the Fulton 
in Brooklyn, a Ft. Dix 


| 


beard. Irene Rich being stung by 
bees and shoes for ‘chutists. 





‘Big Sister’ dealt almost entirely 
with the kid brother in last Wednes- 
day’s (18) episode on CBS. Young- 
ster, in his middle teens, is appar- 
ently anxious to make himself seem 
older, so he can get a job and start 
helping support the household. Char- 
acter was shrewdly conceived and 
deftly written on the show caught. 
It was also capably played, although 
the illusion was marred by the per- 


formance of a second boy part, using 
precisely the same voice, inflection 
and delivery he uses on the ‘Aldrich 
Family’ series. Ruth, the ‘Big Sis- 
ter’ title part, was nicely handled in 
the few lines contained in that in- 
stallment, but the actor playing Dr. 
Carvel should have minimized the 
doc’s laughter at the boy. The kind 
of physician he is wouldn’t have let 
the kid see his amusement. That, 
plus the second lad’s ‘Aldrich Fam- 
ily’ voice, should have been corrected 
by the director. Rinso’s dramatized 
commercial was a bit over-coy. 
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ATLANTA 


CG Fort Induatry Market 





There's MUCH 
“To-Do’ 
about these 


‘Two Doers 


Charlie Smithgall 
and 
Mary Lucille Roth 


Georgia's talking 
about the friendly. 
chatty programs 
conducted by these 
two WAGA stars. 
Charlie’s “Morning 
Watch” (6 to 8 a.m.) 
is a parade of suc- 

” cessful “spot com- 
mercial” stories. And 
Mary Lucille’s down- 
to-earth “Radio 
Neighbor” visit at 
9:30 a.m. is heard 
and enjoyed by 
thousands who like 
this charming lady's 
personable presenta- 
tion of values. These 
wide - awake, radio- 
wise folks can give 
your product blue 
ribbon acceptance in 
Georgia. 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


Official attitude of the American Federation of Radio Artists toward 
the MCA takeover of Columbia Artists, Inc., is apparently still uncertain. 
Of the 152 AFRA members concerned, about half a dozen are known to 
be seriously objecting to the transfer of their representation from Colum- 
bia to MCA. What the status of such objectors will be is undetermined, 
but in some AFRA quarters it is believed the artists have the right to 
abrogate contracts, while in others it is claimed the matter is one for 
arbitration. Union’s national board has taken no final action on the mat- 
ter. However, in general, AFRA’s policy appears to be favorable to a 
discontinuance of all network-artist bureau situations. 

Sale of CBS’ majority stock in Columbia Concerts Corp. to the individual 
managers constituting the latter organization has been approved by both 
groups and now awaits only formal ratification by the stockholders to 
become effective. 








WOR, New York, is auditioning for a woman to be ‘Martha Deane’ and 
fill a mid-afternoon spot after the baseball season ends. Since the de- 
parture of Mary Margaret McBride to Florida Citrus and CBS, the Deane 
office title has been gradually dropped with the successor, Bessie Beatty, 
working under her own name, 





Whispering campaign is making muck of the fact that Mutual declined 
to air the recent Army Arsenal Day program. At'the outset, this feature 
looked like a natural for MBS, inasmuch as it was built around Irving 
Berlin’s new song, ‘Arms for the Love of America,’ and the junior chain 
has’ done so much breast-beating about making peace-with American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. The War Department was 
stunned, and now is deeply resentful, when Mutual said it could not go 
along on the plan for picking up remotes from the various arsenals. Ob- 
vious suggestion is being stressed in connection with the FCC’s anti- 
monopoly commandments that public service network programs hinge on 
the ability of a strong, organized agency to assume cost of temporary lines. 





Bristol-Myers is leery of the unfavorable effect that the title, ‘Baseball 
Quiz,’ which replaces Eddie Cantor July 2, may have on women listeners 
and so it’s figuring on including a femme performer. Benay Venuta will 
be auditioned for the spot within the coming week. The agency, Young 
& Rubicam, which favors using guest names, will meanwhile record an 
audition carrying out this suggestion. 

‘Baseball Quiz’ has nothing to do with baseball. The tag derives from 
the edge or setback participants face when, before being quizzed, they 
pull out of a hat slips of paper reading, ‘strike,’ ‘two-base hit,’ etc. Budd 
Hulick has already been picked to do the ‘pitching’ to the women partici- 
pants and it is the sponsor’s idea to have some one on the distaff side do 
the quizzing of the men. 


—_—_ 


Mrs, James J. Corbett, widow of ‘Gentleman Jim’ Corbett, objected to a 
recent dramatization of her late husband’s life over WNYC, New York. 
She had no complaint with the way the ex-champ was treated on the show, 
but protested that ‘Pa’ Corbett, his father, had been represented as un- 
necessarily rough. 

According to the script, when Jim Corbett as a boy had come home with 
a black eye, his father had given him a trimming for getting licked in a 
fight. Fighter’s widow claimed that the old man never struck his son. 





The Kraft show which has been using women guest singers as its stars, 
will shift its policy this fall, and has engaged Robert Weede and John 
Brownlee, Metropolitan Opera baritones, and Salvatore Baccaloni, Met 
basso, as stars. 

All are scheduled to make appearances in October when engaged in 
operatic performances with the San Francisco Opera Co. Bonelli has been 
also set for some concerts on the west coast which may total as many 
as 10. 





General Foods has removed the Jell-O pudding label from ‘The Aldrich 
Family’ and will go after this particular trade through the device of color 
mag spreads. Substitute plug on ‘Family’ is split between Postum and 
Post Toasties. General Foods is following the advertising course of Stand- 
ard Brands’ Royal pudding but in reverse. After capturing the major part 
of the pudding market by the color route, Standard Brands has tied up 
Royal with a network program, ‘What’s My Name?,’ which takes over 
what is now the Edgar Bergen spot for nine weeks, starting July 6. 





Signing of a CIO contract by Henry Ford ought to remove radio’s worst 
program headache. In almost every parley with unions, the National 
Association of Broadcasters and individual industry figures have heard 
squawks about Ford’s anti-labor attitude and the speeches of W. J. Cam- 
eron. Now that Ford and the United Automobile Workers have clinched, 
radio industry leaders figure they won’t be similarly embarrassed in the 
future. 





For fear the anti-everything boys may grab and exploit the incident not 
much is being said in Washington of a list in which, for the benefit of busy 
brass hats, bureaucratic underlings classified radio commentators as ‘friend- 
ly,’ ‘fair’ and ‘hostile.’ A clerical error revealed existence of practice when 
a report went to a party outside the department. 

Radio-created material for book publishers continues to grow in extent. 
Two recent books, Dodd Mead’s ‘Free Company’ and Random House’s 
‘Invitation to Learning’ (dialogs between Huntington Cairns, Allen Tate 
and Mark Van Doren), have both been wholly derived from broadcasts 
over Columbia network. 





Latin-American Organization for Continental Solidarity, Inc. has been 
organized in New York state. Amador A. Marin is acting secretary. 
Marin has been closely associated with Bonifacio Aldana, Mexican jour- 
nalist and radio commentator, who has been broadcasting to Latin America 
via shortwave, WRUL, Boston. 





Marjorie Blair, actress daughter of Melvin Dalberg, formerly with the 
Federal Communications Commission, will be married July 12 in Wash- 
ington to Ted Steele, an account executive of Benton & Bowles, New York. 





‘Stir Dust’ is the name of a new crime yarn by Ollary Farrar which 
Frank Hummert is reported considering for radio installments. 


= | MIRIAM WOLFE AT WGR 
Buffalo, June 24. 














Denver's Miriam Wolfe of CBS ‘Let’s Pre- 
Original || tend’ dramas has joined WGR- 

. WKBW staff here. She’s new hero- 
all-night || jne in ‘I'll Find My Way,’ which 
station WGR pipes daily to Mutual. She 





replaces Phyllis Jean, forced out by 
illness. 





Represented by BLAIR 











Miss Wolfe is 19. 
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HELPS PUT DRIVE 
OVER THE MARK 


Broadcasters Only Got 
$100,000 Allotment, How- 
ever, Against $800,000 to 
the Canadian Newspapers 








—Many Interruptions to 
Commercial Schedules As 
Stations Carry Full Load 
of War Propaganda 





VALUABLE LESSONS 


By C. W. LANE 
Montreal, June 24. 
Canada has over-subscribed its 
Victory Loan, The goal of $600,000,- 


000 has been exceeded by an addi- 
tional $200,000,000. In doing so 
radio played an important part al- 
though many radio men feel it was 
not important enough. Broadcasters 
are inclined to the view that the 
Government might have divided the 
expense money more evenly between 
press and air to the probable im- 
provement of the total effort. Many, 
Canadians had hoped to put the Vic- 
tory Loan over the billion dollar 
mark and to that degree were dis- 
appointed. 


Meantime both because of the Vic- 
tory Loan and other patriotic drives 
(Recruiting, Wings for Britain, the 
Queen’s Canadian Fund, Churchill 
Booklet, War Savings Stamps) there 
has been numerous interruptions of 
regular commercial schedules, espe- 
cially since May when a series of 
speeches for the Victory Loan began 
and ran on with Winston Churchill, 
Vincent Massey, Frank Knox, Wen- 





dell Wilikie, Dorothy Thompson, 
Mackenzie King and Lord Beaver- 
brook among those heard. 

The Canadian Victory Loan has 
been far more intensive than the 
rather gentle and casual present 





(Continued on page 46) 
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WKRC Strike 








qualms, were reluctant to cancel 
programs on WKRC for fear of le- 
gal complications. Mutual, with 
contractual commitments to its 
stock-holding affiliate station, is also 
in a difficult position. 

Only network commercial origi- 
nating at WKRC is ‘The Johnson 
Family,’ solo show by Jimmie 
Scribner and sponsored by Iglehart 
Bros. According to word from Cin- 
cinnati, Scribner is now subject to 
punishment by the union for defying 
its strike order. Only regular WKRC 
sustainer to the network is ‘Edith 
Adams’ Future,’ the cast of which is 
apparently also subject to AFRA 
disciplinary action for ignoring the 
strike order, 

Network commercials fed _ to 
WKRC and involved in AFRA's 
ultimatum include ‘Lone Ranger,’ 
‘Capt. Midnight,’ Whythe Williams, 
Raymond Gram Swing, ‘Wheeling 
Steelmakers,’ ‘The Amazing Mr. 
Smith,’ ‘Spud Imperial Time,’ 
‘Danger Is My Business,’ George 
Fisher, ‘Old Fashioned Revival,’ ‘In- 
side Sports,’ ‘Front Page Farrell,’ 
John Hughes and ‘Double or 
Nothing.’ All but ‘Steelmakers,’ ‘Old 
Fashioned Revival,’ Wythe Williams 
and Raymond Gram Swing are 
AFRA-performed. 

Factor in the local situation in 
Cincinnati is the stand of the Central 
Labor Council there. Latter body, 
which participated for a time in the 
AFRA-WKRC negotiations, is co- 
operating with the union and on 
Monday issued notice to all local 
sponsors on the station that it would 
boycott their products unless they 
cancelled their programs on the sta- 
tion. According to AFRA head- 
quarters in New York, one of the 
firms thus approached, Schoenling 
Brewing, immediately cancelled its 
show and others agreed to do so as 
soon as possible. 





Alternate Picketing 
Cincinnati, June 24. 

Walkout of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists at WKRC, in 
effect since Friday (20), with Emily 
Holt, AFRA national executive 
secretary, and Hyman R. Faine, 
national field representative,- direct- 
ing the strike, has AFRA -members 
on WLW, WSAI, WCKY and WCPO 
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Hits Mutual 





taking turns with the strikers in 
picketing WKRC’s studios in the 
Hotel Alms. Banners and sand- 
wich signs carried by them herald 
the ‘Tune Out WKRC’ campaign. 
Lapel buttons with that message are 
being worn by AFRA people, their 
friends and Central Labor Council] 
members. Picketing has been going 
on from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. 

Ouster charges against seven 
AFRA members who ignored the 
strike edict have been passed along 
to the union’s headquarters. Hear- 
ings of the claims against two of 
them, Jim~-ie Scribner, who does 
the ‘Johnson Family’ series on 
Mutual, and Dick Nesbitt, sports- 
caster, have already been set for 
July 3. Hearings can be conducted 
either here or in New York, Mrs, 
Holt announced. 

Others facing suspension are 
Garnett Marks, newscaster; Virginia 
List, home economies miker; Helen 
Nugent, singer and librarian; Sam 
Agnew, sports reporter, and A. P., 
DeHart, announcer. Since the strike, 
the station engaged Charles 
Schroeder, who also is known as 
Nelson King, formerly of WGRC, 
Louisville, and Jack Donnell, from 
WGRC, 


Band Lacks BMI 
Tunes But Fills 


Spot By Talking 


Minneapolis, June 24. 

When the Danube, Minn., band 
came here to broadcast over WCCO, 
the hearers listened to an odd thing 
—a band broadcasting without music, 
The ASCAP. ban still-being on at 
the eleventh hour, it was discovered 
band didn’t have a BMI tune in the 
books. But it was determined to go 
on the air to advertise its town just 
the same. 

It hurriedly prepared a batch of 
skits and some chatter to air in lieu 
of music. 
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With Oklahoma Farmers 
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@ Asked the question, “To what Oklahoma redio stations do 
you listen most?,” farmers in 73 of the state’s 77 counties 
gave to WKY almost as many votes as to all other 13 stations 
in the state together. And WKY was a 3-to-1 favorite over 
all three other Oklahoma City stations combined! 

To reach the greatest audience of farmers, eity folk, or 
both with your selling story in Oklahoma, put your program 
on Oklahoma’s decisively dominant station... WKY! 
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Seven Up Bottling 


Ads on KNX; 


Brown & Williamson Series to KHJ 








Hollywod, June 24. 
The plusses ruled last week but 
not on any broad differential. Pick- 
ups were slight, but fall biz orders 
are beginning to come in and the 

general tone was fairly optimistic. 
KFI: Tek toothbrushes, 170 an- 
nouncements, through Ferry-Hanley; 


Coast Federal Savings & Loan, 180 
announcements, through Robert Den- 
nis; Martini and Rossi vermouth, 24 
announcements, through J. Walter 
Thompson. 

~*KECA: Standard Brand paints, six 
one-minute transcriptions, through 
Adolph Weinstein; Western Federal 
Savings & Loan, six spots, through 
Elwood Robinson. 

KNX: Seven Up Bottling Co., 1,820 
time signals, through Glasser-Gailey; 
Penn-Rad motor oil, 78 participa- 
tions in Fletcher Wiley combination, 
through Harry Feigenbaum; Hor- 
lick’s malted milk, 78 participations 
in Wiley combo, through Erwin, 
Wasey; Na-Stim laboratories, 39 five- 
minute newscasts, through Brisacher, 
Davis; Central Chevrolet, 39 partici- 
pations in newscast, through Stodel 
Adv.; Maney Foods, 117 quarter- 
hour broadcasts of Dave Lane, sing- 
ing pianist, through I. F. Wallin. 

KHJ: Brown & Williamson to- 
bacco, 156 quarter-hour periods, 
through Russel M. Seeds; Monarch 
Brewing, 26 half - hour periods, 
through Edward McElroy; Thriftee 
Outlet Co., 30 half-hour periods, 
through United Adv.; American Home 
Products, 260 quarter-hour periods, 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert; 
L. A. Coliseium Rodeo, 30 announce- 
ments, through Dean Simmons, 








| Comparative Unit Count 
% of 

June 21. June 14. Change. 

Network ... 11,611 11,571 +0.3 

Vocal ...... 4,346 4,228 +2.8 

Nat'l Spot.. 1,990 1,928 +3.2 

| ee 17,947 17,727 +12 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 





SEATTLE STEADY 


Louis-Conn Bout Aids Web—Total 
Plus 0.9% 








Seattle, June 24. 

Seattle still on the upgrade. In- 
erease in net units due partly to 
Louis-Conn fight for Gillette over 
KOL. 

KJR has sold twice-weekly home 
economics program, ‘Washington 
State Women’s Testing Bureau’ with 
Kay Cook, to Junge-McGregor Brok- 
erage Co., which distributes several 
lines, uses returns on questionnaires 
sent out by Kay for sampling of 
products. 

(KVI in Tacoma has sold a three 
times weekly Homemakers program, 
15 minutes a shot, to Tacoma City 








Light Co.). 
| Comparative Unit Count 
% of 

June 21. June 14. Change. 

Network 7,475 7,385 +1.2 

Lecal ...... 6,307 6,650 +0.9 

Nai’l Spot.. 188 199 —14 

Total ...... 14,970 14,834 +0.9 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
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DES MOINES HEALTHY 


Units Retain Gains—National Spot 
Stands Out 








Des Moines, June 24. 
Biz in Des Moines continues to 
turn out a highly acceptable picture 
despite the hot weather handicap. 
All categories are contributing, with 
national spot dominant. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 
June 21. June 14. Change. 
Network ... 7,688 7,540 +2.0 
Local ...... 3,401 3,372 +0.9 
Nat'l Spot.. 3,097 3,008 +3.0 
ere 14,186 13,920 +19 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Blurb Campaigns For 
Carter Prods. (KLZ) 
And Kellogg (KOA) 


Denver, Juné 24. 

Coors Beer contracts a half-dozen 
quarter-hours a week for one year 
on KMYR. The W. B. Barr Lumber 
Co. buys 52 quarter-hours on KLZ. 

KMYR: Coors Beer, through Mac- 
Gruder agency, six quarter-hours 
weekly, one year; Gardner Nursery, 
through Northwest Radio, three five- 
minute periods weekly, two weeks; 
Goodrich Tires, through Otto Shaw 
agency, seven one-minute transcrip- 
tions daily, two weeks. 

KLZ: Carter Products, through 
Spot Broadcasting, 260 announce- 
ments; Goodrich Service Stations, 18 
announcements; Capitol Cooperative 
Burial Association, through Ray- 
mond Keane agency, 13 quarter- 
hours; W. B. Barr Lumber Co., 
through MacGruder agency, 52 quar- 
ter-hours. 

KOA: Kellogg Co., through Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt, 20 one-minute an- 
nouncements; Gardner Nursery Co., 
through Northwest Radio, 18 partici- 
pating announcements; Omar Flour, 
through Hays MacFarland, 60 one- 
minute announcements; Hamilton 
Furs, through Robertson agency, six 
announcements weekly, 52 weeks. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 














% of 
June 21. June 14. Change. 
Network ... 8,045 8,060 —0.2 
eee 8,312 8,186 +15 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,521 2,428 +3.8 
.* 2a 18,878 18,674 +1.1 





PILLSBURY FOUR-WEEK 
AIR DRIVE IN FALI 


Chicago, June 24. 

Pillsbury Flour firm has decided 
to jump on the radio wagon for a 
four-a-week ride starting on Sept. 
11. Has signatured for time on 43 
NBC-Red outlets for airings on 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday for 15 minutes at 9 a.m. 
CDST. 

Set through the McCann-Erick- 
son agency which ig still working 
out final details on the home inter- 








est shows. 








Willa 


ee 

Have you seen the new map of WMCA 
coverage, which includes latest market data? No® 
Write or phone Sales Promotion Department, WMCA, 
1657 Broadway, New York (Circle 6-2200). 
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Carnation Options Off 





Erwin, Wasey & Co. last week 
advised station reps that Carna- 
tion Milk has decided not to in- 
crease its spot list this summer 
and that any options taken on 
time for the account were to be 
considered off. 

Carnation has been using Ar- 
thur Godfrey discs on the basis 
of two a week. 


1 ALM. NEWS 
DEAL FOR KG 


San Francisco, June 24. 
KGO kicked off two solid com- 
mercial deals Monday (23), major 
item being six quarters of news 
weekly for Foreman & Clark, men’s 
clothiers. Bill Wood is handling the 
newscasts, which are pegged at 7 
a.m. a tangible result of station’s 
drive on the early morning hours. 
Monday through Friday strip got 
the nod from Milton Weinberg 
agency, representing the sponsor, 
after tests showed an early-morning 
audience which surprised everybody 
and started the current concentration 
on early risers. Deal is for 52 weeks, 
which ain’t hay. 

Second sale of the week is Langen- 
dorf Bread’s purchase, through Leon 
Livingston agency, of all KGO day- 
time signals for 13 weeks. This runs 
around six signals a day. 

William Winter, who lost out on a 
Union Oil network deal when Lin- 
coln Dellar insisted the show orig- 
inate in San Francisco or else, now 
has another sponsor for local KSFO 
release. Mark Morris Tire Co. is 
giving him a 15-minute ride on Sun- 
day afternoons for 13 Sundays, via 
Yeomans & Foote agency. Same sta- 
tion has landed Dr. Pepper for a 
Friday afternoon transcribed quar- 
ter-hour ‘Dr. Pepper Parade,’ for 26 
weeks. 


Promotion stunt which misfired 
cropped up this week when the 
KFRC ‘Let’s Go Shopping’ show, 
sponsored by the White House, was 
plugged in the department store’s 
newspaper ads. Cut showed a KFRC 
mike—with ‘CBS’ on the side. Sta- 
tion is a Mutual outlet. 


A promotion gag which developed 
into a crusade grew out of Rita Mur- 
ray’s visit here the past fortnight, 
during which she aired her CBS 
Breakfast Club Coffee commentaries 
locally. CBS praiser Marie Houlahan 
spotted the gabber into a speaking 
date at a swank Fashion Club lunch- 
eon on the topie of designing female 
military attire with chic. Out of dis- 
cussion which followed, coffee spieler 
developed idea of a ‘Be Kind to Sol- 
diers’ campaign and hit the air with 
it. First suggestion was that all 
motorists offer lifts to men in uni- 
form. When gal! arrived at the studio 
for her second lecal origination on 
the subject, she found two colonels 
and a major waiting for her in per- 
son, which gave the drive military 
impetus. 

KPO’s ‘Coffee Corner’ on the Mu- 
sical Clock, authored by Neg Mon- 
nett of the San Francisco News staff, 
also picked up a sponsor in the Starr 
Pen Co. of Chicago, which is under- 
writing the 8:15 a.m. quarter Tues- 
day, Thursday and Saturday for 13 
weeks, which is a break for the radio- 
crazy lad as well as for the station. 

KGO: Foreman & Clark (men’s 
clothing), through Milton Weinberg 
Co., six quarter-hours weekly, 52 











weeks, news; Oakland Downtown 
Merchants Assn. (for Downtown 
Day), through Tomaschke-Elliott, 


participation in An Holden’s Home 
Forum; Glen C. Stater Co. (Hudson), 
through Ad Service, 56 spots; Mau- 
rice Co. (eyewash), through BBD&O, 
78 spots; Denalan Co. (dental plate 
cleanser), through Rufus Rhoades, 52 
spots. 

KPO: Starr Pen Co., through 
United Advertising Cos., 39 15-min- 
ute participations, ‘Musical Clock’; 
Oakland Downtown Merchants Assn., 
through Tomaschke-Elliott, partici- 
pations in ‘International Kitchen’; 
Yellow Cab Co., through Rufus 
Rhoades, 78 spots; Kellogg Co. (for 
Pep), through Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
20 spots; Denalan Co. (dental plate 
cleanser), through Rufus Rhoades, 13 
spots. 








{| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

June 21. June 14. Change. 

Network 9,440 9,410 +0.3 
Local ...... 3,565 3,548 +0.5 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,728 1,728 ee 
NE sccse. Rates 14,686 +-0.3 








*No change. 


DETROIT SAUNTERS 


Units Slow—But Biz Tops 1946 Level 
Network-National Spot Gain 








Detroit, June 24. 

While iocal business, the brightest 
spot in Detroit’s higher level this 
year, marked time during the past 
week both network and national spot 
helped the general picture here by 
slight gains. 

Business continues here for the six 
stations on a plane which is 2,000 
units better than 1940's, chiefly 
recorded in the local field. Units 
here are 12,831 as compared to 11,072 
during the same week a year ago. 
Network time, too, in struggling up 
better than one per cent now stands 
nearly 200 units ahead of 1940's at 
this period, with national spot off 
about 50 units for the comparative 
period. 

WJBK: Rev. Zoller, ‘Back to God,’ 
one-hour each Sunday, 52 weeks, 
through Aircasters, Inc.; Sears, Roe- 
buck, 15 spot announcements weekly, 
half in Polish, half Italian, 13 weeks, 
through Aircasters, Inc. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 

June 21. June 14. Change. 

Network 8,334 8,210 +14 
Local ...... 12,831 12,821 Weis 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,792 4,718 +1.7 
Tete ...... Paeel 25,749 +0.8 

*No change. 

(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


Chicago Yawny 


Chicago, June 24. 

Business around the radio stations 
‘remain at a summer lull level as far 
as new contracts are concerned. 
About the best items of consolation 
among the stations are the renewals 
which are carrying a number of ad- 
vertisers right on through the sum- 
mer. 











{ Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 21. June 14. Change. 
Network 9,380 9,310 +0.8 
Local ...... 6,456 6,444 +0.2 
Nat’l Spot.. 11,388 11,347 +0.4 
Total ....... 27,224 27,101 +0.5 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Lorillard Buys Healey 


Schenectady, June 24. 
P. Lorillard Co. will sponsor Jim 
Healey on a thrice weekly quarter- 
hour of commentary, poetry and 


philosophy over WGY, Schenectady, 
for Union Leader, starting July 7, at 
7 am. 

Lennen & Mitchell is the agency. 





LANDT’S JEWELRY DISCS 


Schenectady, N.Y., June 24. 
Five-minute transcriptions with 
Landt Trio and Curly Mahr are be- 
ing turntabled over a string of sta- 


tions to advertise the 35th anniver- 
sary of Rudolph Brothers, chain 
jewelers. Transmitters include: 
WGY, Schenectady; WTRY, Troy; 
WOKO, Albany; WIBX, Utica; 
WSYR_ and WFBL, Syracuse; 
WHAM, Rochester; WBAT, Batavia; 
WJTN, Jamestown; WMBO, Au- 
burn; WGNY, Newburgh; WLCU, 
Ithaca; WFBN, Binghamton; WAAT, 
Jersey City. 

Another series of platters were 
made by the Landts to carry an in- 


P&GS THIRD 
NIGHT-RIDER 


Procter & Gamble now has two 
products running on _ night-time 
chainbreak schedules and it is re- 
ported to have a third product 
about ready for a similar campaign, 
The two products set are Chipso 
and Duz, with the contracts for the 
former going out to stations last 
week on the basis of from one to 
seven chainbreaks a week for four 
weeks, 

The third chainbreak spread will, 
it is reported, involve Ivory soap, 


Chiclets Renewed On 
WCAU; Local Brewery 
Account to WFIL 


Philadelphia, June 24. 

Commercial accounts most active 
during the past week on WCAU, 
with Liberty magazine and Ameri- 
can Chicle topping the list in calling 
for program strips. Chicle account 
renewed its 10-minute musical show 
each morning for an additional 13 
weeks, handled through Badger, 
Browning & Hersey, while Macfad- 
den Publications, through Erwin, 
Wasey, bought 13 quarter-hour news 
shots on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. with 
Wally Sheldon, of the station staff, 
doing the commentary. In addition, 
American’ Cigar & Cigarette Co., 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, spotted a 
series of one-minute e.t.’s for Pall 
Mall smokes; Phillips Packing Co., 
26 chain break announcements, 
through Aitken-Kynett; Megowen 
Educator Food Co. (Crax), 39 one- 
minute announcements, through J. 
W. Queen; Johnson & Johnson (for 
Tek), renewed for 135 chain break 
announcements, through Ferry- 
Hanly. 
WFIL marked the week with two 
52-week contracts. Otto Erlanger 
Brewing Co. of Philadelphia, through 
J. M. Korn, started a three-a-week 
15-minute sports show for Erlanger 
Pilsner and Pony DeLuxe Beer. Giv- 
ing a round-up of highlights in the 
world of sports, show is tagged ‘The 
Sportcaster.’ Also, the Philadelphia 
Radio Service Men’s_ Association, 
representing 400 technical trouble 
shooters, renewed its binder for an- 
other year for its Saturday night 15- 
minute stanza. Contract also renews 
the exclusive merchandising tie-up 
between WFIL and the radio service 
men, 


Liquid accounts also characterized 
the business week at WIBG. Testing 
the air nredium to introduce its new 
root beer pop, Rootie, Blue Anchor 
Beverage Co. of Philadelphia, plac- 
ing direct, inked for a 13-week daily 
participation on the ‘Shoppers Jack- 
pot.’ Also for 13 weeks, Old Eli Pale, 
a malt drink bottled here, partici- 
pates daily in the ‘Housewives Jack- 
pot,’ placed through Stewart-Jordon. 
Both stanzas are money-award givers 
via the completed phone call route. 














Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 21. June 14, Change. 
Network 9,870 9,808 +0.6 
Local ...... 20,804 20,737 +0.3 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,355 4,338 +0.4 
Total ...... 35,029 34,883 +0.4 


(Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, 
WFIL, WIBG, WIP, WPEN) 





Bill Wiseman, promotion chief and 
Harry Burke, program director of 





stitutional message. Leighton & Nel- 
son is the agency. 


WOW, Omaha, were 38 on Sunday 
(22). 








By JANE 
NOW 
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CONCERT 81 





—_—_ 


Great Success—Loss $800 





Philadelphia, June 24. 


Samuel R. Rosenbaum, prez of the Robin Hood Dell outdoor concerts 
series, which got under way last Thursday (19) for its 11th summer 
season, stated the day after the opening: 

‘Frankness is the order of the day, and friends of the Dell will ap- 


preciate the facts of life about the problems of management. 


Last 


night’s concert was artistically rated a good success for an opening 
program. Beautiful weather, the Dell all refurbished, a sterling pro- © 
gram, a first-rate conductor, and, according to the newspapers, a crowd 


of 5,000. 


‘However, crowds are deceptive. 


In fact, there were only about 


3,500 paid admissions,’ explaining that the crowd toed the money line 
with only $1,400, while the staging of the program cost $2,200, even 
though conductor Eugene Ormandy waved his stick on the cuff and 
there was no soloist on the stand, all adding up to a ‘Great success— 


loss, $800.’ 











SHARES IN MET 
OF UNCERTAIN: 
VALUE 


A minority stockholder suit against 
the Metropolitan Opera Association 
was revealed Monday (23) in the 
N. Y. supreme court, when ap- 
praisers, appointed by the court, filed 
the result of their appraisal. The 
stockholders, holding 1,350 shares of 
the 10,500 shares outstanding, claim 
that when two-thirds of the stock- 
holders voted to sell their property 
to the Met in May, 1940, they re- 
ceived a price below what the stock 
was worth, and asked the court to 
have their stock appraised. 

Three appraisers were appointed 
by Justice William Collins in De- 
cember, 1940. Two of them declare 
the stock to be worth $75 a share, 
which means that the Met stock- 
holders received almost double its 
value. The other appraiser declares 
it worth $202, while the stockholders 
themselves had presented evidence 
claiming it worth $257. It was re- 
vealed that the Met, in taking over 
the property paid $1,970,000 for it, in- 
cluding $500,000 in cash, the assump- 
tion of a $470,000 existing first mort- 
gage, and the taking of a $1,000,000 
second mortgage for 25 years bear- 
ing 4% interest. 

Value of the plaintiffs stock is 
estimated at $101,250 by one group 
of appraisers, and $273,523 by the 
other. Stockholders are Robert 
Goelet, F. Frazer Jelke, John E. Par- 
sons, Robert, Peter, Angelica Gary, 
Lawrence Bennett, and Percy Mont- 
gomery. In making their appraisal, 
the appraisers declare they took into 
consideration the social prestige at- 
tached to owning a box at the Met. 


WATSON, CANADIAN, 
JOINS METROPOLITAN 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. has 
signed Jean Watson, Canadian con- 
tralto, to a contract for the 1941-42 
season, 


The singer, under contract to Co- 
lumbia, was virtually an unknown in 
the U. S. till last season. 


Stoki’s Spotty Grosses 


Kansas City, June 24. 
Stokowski and the American 
Youth Symphony Orchestra played 
a concert in the arena of municipal 
auditorium before a crowd of ap- 
proximately 7,000. Scale of $3 top 
graduated down to 25c. for some 
school kids figured to bring in about 
$6,000. Deal gave 60% to the orch, 
and balance to the junior chamber of 
commerce which staged the affair. 
Check on attendance also showed 
about 60% of patrons to be young 
people, mostly of college and. high 
school ages. 




















Red in St. Paul 

Minneapolis, June 24. 
Leopold Stokowski’s Young Peo- 
ples’ Symphony orchestra drew only 
a paltry $1,400 for a one-nighter at 
the St. Paul Auditorium—the organ- 
ization’s only Twin City appearance. 
Engagement left both the orches- 

tra and local sponsors in the red. 





Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with 
the NBC Symphony orchestra under 
Arturo Toscanini will be released 
within the next two months by RCA 
Victor. 





LILY PONS’ MEXICAN REST 


After Three Summer Concerts Will 
Work Up New Met Roles 








Lily Pons’ summer schedule com- 
prises three appearances, one each at 
Robin Hood Dell, Philly, Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y., and the Hollywood 
Bowl, She will go to Mexico from 
Hollywood where she will be joined 
by her husband, Andre Kostelanetz, 
who will fly down to join her. 

The singer will vacation there 
while working on her two new roles 
at the Metropolitan, these being in 
the ‘Magic Flute’ and ‘Fra Diavolo.’ 
She has been booked for 40 concerts, 
where she draws a $3,500-$4,000 take 
per concert, besides appearances at 
the San Francisco and Chicago Opera 
companies where she draws $3,000 
per opera and 10 at the Met, where 
her $1,100 is tops for the house. 
The coloratura remains the only 
singer at the Met who can dictate 
her cast. . 

Lily Pons will give a party at her 
home at Silvermine, Conn., next 
Tuesday (2) for the Ringling-Barnum 
& Bailey circus performers, who are 
slated to play a show in Bridgeport, 
Conn., that night. 

Operatic coloratura is an ardent 
circus fan. 





Enya Gonzalez in ‘Butterfly’ 
At Holiywood Bowl As 
Result of Music Hall Click 


Enya Gonzalez, whose ‘Butterfly’ 
attracted good comment at the Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., will appear in 
that role July 8 at the Hollywood 
Bowl. Soprano was set as a result of 
her N. Y. success. 

James Melton will 
Pinkerton opposite her. 





appear as 





Budapest Quartet Set For 


Four at Ravina Park 


The Budapest String Quartet does 
series of concerts at Ravina Park, 
Chicago, starting Aug. 12. Four con- 
certs will be given during the week 
with assisting soloists. They then re- 
turn to Washington for a series of 
concerts at the Liberty of Congress. 

From November to March 1942 
they have been booked for 35 con- 
certs in the east, middle west and 
south. 





San Francisco Bookings 





San Francisco, June 24. 
The San Francisco Opera Associa- 
tion besides its regular season of 
opera under Gaetano Merola in the 
fall, will present a concert series at 
the War Memorial Opera House with 


12 now set. Prices will range from 
$1.10 for a single balcony seat to 


$19.80 for the orchestra for the 
series. 

Artists set include Richard Tauber, 
Dec. 3, Yehudi Menuhin, Dec. 10, 


Dusolina Giannini, Jan. 8, the Don 
Cossacks, Jan. 14, Sergei Rachmanin- 
off, Feb. 5, Marion Anderson, Feb. 9, 
Jose Iturbi, Feb. 18, Oscar Levant, 
March 5, Dorothy Maynor, March 23, 
Grace Moore, March 30, John 
Charles Thomas, April 15 and Helen 
Traubel, April 23. 





LeRoy With Beecham 


Rene Le Roy, French flutist, and 
director and founder of the Quintet 
Instrumental de Paris, has been en- 
gaged to play the Mozart Flue Con- 
certo at Ravina Park, Chicago, July 
12, under Sir Thomas Beecham. 

A Washington appearance is then 
scheduled, after which Le Roy re- 
turns to Canada in September for a 
series of radio broadcasts. 
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Lucille Manners and Donald Dick- 
son are booked for concerts with the 
Milwaukee Summer Symphony Or- 
chestra on July 1 and 8 respectively. 
Dickson has been set for some 25 
concerts for the fall season, with his 
first appearance scheduled for Stock- 
ton, Cal., Oct. 10. 








Ruth Ford, contralto, leaves for 
Puerto Rico in early July for a series 
of concerts there. 





Oraturio quartet, consisting of 
Marjorie McClung, Dorothy Bacon, 
Robert Betts, and Donald Moore has 
been booked for three ‘Messiah’ per- 
formances in Ohio in December. 
Annie Friedberg set the deal. 





Erica Morini, violinist, will be 
booked for some 25 concerts this 
year by NBC, with 15 already set. 
Opens in Montclair, N. J., Oct. 31. 





Rene Maison, Belgian tenor of the 
Metropolitan, opened the season in 
Buenos Aires last week in ‘Damna- 
tion of Faust’ and is booked for a 
series of six concerts with Arturo 
Toscanini, as well as other appear- 
ances at the Colon, 





Lewisohn Stadium has Oscar Le- 
vant on July 10 for all-Gershwin 
program, and Ania Dorfman on Aug. 
2 playing the Mendelssohn Concerto. 


Oscar Johnson, Angel Of 
St. Louis Symphony, Into 
U.S. Army at Age 35 


St. Louis, June 24. 


Oscar Johnson, millionaire prez 
and angel of the St. Louis symph 
society who personally knows more 
musical artists than anyone else in 
this burg, last week was drafted for 
a year’s military training. At 35, 
Johnson, who has been prez of the 
musical organization since 1933, has 
personally made up deficits for a 
number of years. He devotes prac- 
tically all of his time to symph mat- 
ters for which he receives no pay. 

Johnson was in Berkeley, Cal., 
when he was notified to report for 
his training at Jefferson Barracks, 
just south of St. Louis. He is a 
bachelor. 








ROY SHIELD AMONG. 
NBC SYMPH BATONS 


Conductors for the NBC Symphony 
orchestra during the balance of this 
month, July, and August, are 
Dean Dixon, from June 21-28, Lorin 
Maazel, 1l-year-old maestro, from 
July 3-12, Hans Kindler from July 
19-26, Roy Shield, musical director 
of NBC in Chicago, from Aug. 2-9. 

Edward MacArthur is the last set 
to date, with his appearances on the 
podium set for Aug. 16-23. 











Chi Lakefront Concerts 
May Continue After All 


Chicago, June 24. 
Summer program of free concerts 
in the lake front Grant Park is still 
likely for 1941 following the passage 
of the $10,500,000 park district levy 
bill by the state legislature last week. 
Before the passage of the bill it 
was considered that the concerts 
would have to be eliminated because 


Musicians, to make plans for the con- 
cert series. 





Name Concert Dates 


(June 25-July 5) 





Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Stadium, N. Y. (26-27). 

Mischa Elman—(Eugene Goossens 
conducting), Stadium, N. Y. (30). 

Lucille Manners—Summer sym- 
phony, Milwaukee (1). 

Paul Robeson—(Alexander Hils- 
berg conducting), Robin Hood Dell, 
Philadelphia (1). 


Huberman’s First Since 33 


Bronislaw Huberman, violinist, 
starts his 1941-42 tour with a con- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Oct, 22. 

This is his first tour of the U. S. 
since 1933. 








Lewisohn Stadium Attracts $23,000 
At Pop Prices in First Four Days 








of lack of coin, but with the money | 
now available, park district president | 
Robert Dunham is setting up a con-| 
ference with James C. Petrillo, presi- | 
dent of the Chicago Federation of | 
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Robeson Wows ’Em 


Star of Monday (23) Lewisohn 
concert, was Paul Robeson, with 
14.000 admirers of the Negro 
bass paying $8,200 to hear and 
see him. Robeson received one 
of the greatest ovations in Sta- 
dium history. 

In an encore, ‘Scandalize My 
Name,’ the audience joined him 
spontaneously in the chorus. 


Gladys Swarthout Set For 
30 Concerts at $2,000; 
Chapman at Cincy Opera 


Gladys Swarthout has been 
booked for an extensive summer 
and fall by NBC. The Metropoli- 
tan mezzo will appear on the Coca- 
Cola program July 6 and August 24 
at $3,000 per appearance, and will 
sing ‘Mignon’ with the Cincinnati 
Opera Co. July 31 and August 2. 

The singer will close the Cincin- 
nati season with: an appearance as 
‘Carmen,’ in which her baritone hus- 
band, Frank Chapman, will appear 
as Escamillio. Her fall tour gets 
under way Oct. 14 in Montgomery, 
with 30 concerts at a minimum of 
$2,000 each already set. 

She will appear with the three 
leading opera companies of the 
country again, the San Francisco, 
Chicago and Met. 


DeBASIL MUST DEFEND 
U. ART’S $100,000 SUIT 


Wassily DeBasil lost a plea to dis- 
miss a $100,000 breach of contract 
suit against him and his ballet com- 
panies, when Judge Alfred C. Coxe 
in N. Y¥. federal court Friday (20) 
ruled that the complaint stated a 
cause of action and he would re- 
fuse to dismiss it. Other defend- 
ants are the Ballet Russe, Educa- 
tional Ballets and Ballet Russe De- 
velopment Co. 


Plaintiff is Universal Art, Inc., 
which claims to have paid DeBasil 
$35,000 for the rights to certain bal- 
lets. DeBasil is accused of having 
breached the contract by producing 
the ballets after having sold them 
to Universal. 


























Elizabeth Schumann Sings 
At Vermont, Maine Resorts 


Elizabeth Schumann, 50-year-old 
lyric soprano, and member of the 
Met from 1911-31, is summering at 
Rockport, Maine, where she _ will 
teach. The soprano will appear in 
concert in Middlebury, Vermont in 
July, and in August in a series of 
concerts in Maine. 

A N.Y. recital is set for November, 
followed by a tour of the east and 
middle west. In January, 1942, she 
will appear in Seattle, Portland, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles. 


Moussorgsky’s Film Biog 


A film biog of Moussorgsky, the | 
with 
capital, is planned by Andrew Hirsh- 
French trade newsman and 
publicist, who recently came to New 
York as a refugee from Nazified 
France. 








Russian composer, Hollywood 


man, 


Sergei Koussevitzky, long a friend 
of Hirshman’s and a big factor in 
his escape from France, is under 
contract to Hirshman for the picture, 
though the Boston symph maestro 
would not recessarily play the lead 
role. 





Pittsburgh Pops Starting 
Pittsburgh, June 24. 


The summer ‘pop’ concerts by the 
Little Symphony Orchestra_ gets 
under way here June 27 under the 
direction of Victor Saudek. Con- 
certs are given every Friday night 
for the duration of the summer 
months. 

Opening night presents ‘Ballad for 
Americans, and Pittsburgh vocal 
and instrumental soloists are fea- 
tured throughout the summer. 





The Lewisohn Stadium outdoor 
concerts, one of the four most im- 


portant serious music summer events 
in the country (The Hollywood Bowl, 
Cincy opera and Berkshire festival 
being the others) opened last Thurs- 
day in New York. From Thursday 
to Sunday, inclusive, the upper Man- 
hattan stadium played to 42,000 per- 
sons for an estimated gross of some- 
thing over $23,000 at pop prices. 


The first performance drew 23,500 
persons, a record, and put about 
$15,000 of the total sum in the pay- 
box but the concert itself, with 
Arthur Rodzinski conducting rather 
listlessly proved a routine start of 
the 24th season. 

Orchestra struggled fruitlessly with 
the ‘Romeo and Juliet’ overture, and 
Fifth Symphony of the Russian com- 
poser. The new acoustic system did 
not seem to work well, with the 
brass and percussion § instruments 
overpowering the string sections, the 
tones of which were thin and brittle. 
The hot weather conditions may 
have affected the brass to some ex- 
tent. On many an occasion the rich 
melodic background of the violins 
was completely drowned by the 
failure of the microphones to pro- 
ject the sound. 

Rubinstein’s playing also was ef- 
fected, and on many an occasion the 
piano sounded more like a harpsi- 
cord, than the modern instrument. 
The Polish pianist was at his best in 
the last movement of the concerto, 
when by dint of sheer physical force 
he blasted his stream of melody 
across the footlights. Encores in- 
cluded works by Chopin, De Falla, 
and Villa-Lobos. 

The second night of the Philhar- 
monic came off much better under 
the baton of Alexander Smallens. 
The stridency of the brass was miss- 
ing, and the playing of the orches- 
tra in the Handel-Harty Water Mu- 
sic, and Mozart’s Symphony in C 
Major was all that can be expected 
of an outdoor performance. 
ance was small, 2,000, with the gross 
being just under $1,000. 

Program included first perform- 
ance in the U. S. of Arthur Ben- 
jamin’s ‘Cotillon’ based on 18th Cen- 
tury dance melodies. ~The English 
composer has orchestrated his com- 
position magnificently, and its sweep- 
ing dynamic effects contain much 
color and harmony. 

America did not fare so well, for 
Aaron Copeland’s suite from ‘Billy 
the Kid’ was modernistic in ex- 
treme, and to borrow a phrase from 
Shakespeare, ‘full of sound and fury 
signifying nothing.’ 

On Saturday (21), an all-Beethoven 
concert was presented. Albert Spald- 
ing, appearing as violin soloist in 
the Concerto in D Major, showed 
why he is often considered the great- 
est American vibdlinist. The artist 
was at his best, the singing tones of 
his instrument ringing forth with a 
clarity, brilliance, and breadth of tone, 
while his workmanlike handling of 
the difficult cadanzas was standout. 

Smallens led the orchestra through 
a fine reading of the Leonore over- 
ture No. 3 and the Fifth Symphony. 
This gala drew 14,000 music-lovers 
and an estimated $6,000. “ 

Sunday concert was a transcrip- 
tion by George Szell, conductor, of 
the final movement of Weber’s C 
major piano concerto, ‘Perpetuum 
Mobile,’ presented for the first time 
in N. Y. Attendance approximately 


| 4.000 with receipts estimated around 


$1,200. 





EARL WRIGHTSON WITH 
BACCALONI’S PARTY 


Earl Wrightson, young American 
baritone, will appear as principal 
baritone in Salvatore Baccaloni’s 
company, which goes on tour with 
scenes from operas in which the 
Met basso will star. 

Florence George, coloratura. will 
also be in the supporting cast, but 
the tenor is not yet set. Franco 
Perulli has been mentioned. 








Tuminia to So. America 
For 18 Opera Bookings 


Josephine Tuminia, coloratura of 
the Met, has been booked for he 
second appearance on the Kra 
hour on June 26. 

The soprano then sails for South 
America for 18 performances of 





opera. 


Attend-# 
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Lombardo’s Strand 


Pace, $23,500; 


Stanley, Pittsburgh, Near $17,000 
With Ted Lewis Band the Magnet 

















_ 
(Estimates for This Week) On the Upbeat 
Louis Armstrong, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 3,450; 35-46-57-68). Not much ae 
help from screen attraction, ‘Time Juanita, reliefing for the past year 


for Rhythm’ (Col). Armstrong's 
been away from here too long. 
Will get $18,500, in the money but 
not up to what might have been 
expected. 

Ted Lewis, Pittsburgh — (Stanley; 
8.800; 25-40-60). Teamed up with 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB). Fair $17,000, 
with Lewis’ outfit the main draw by 
a mile. 

Guy Lembardo, New York — 
(Strand; 2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). With 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB) as screen attrac- 
tion. Picture not credited with help- 
ing much, Lombardo’s crew taking 
laurels for modest $23,560. 

Vincent Lopez, New York—(Para- 
mount: 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Paired 
with ‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) (2d- 
final wk). Orchestra is helped by 
Milton Berle heading supporting 
acts, and good reception for film; 
$84,000, neat profit, and okay for sec- 
ond session this time of year. 

Ted Fio-Rito, Indianapolis—(Lyric; 
1,900; 30-40-50). ‘Thieves Fall Out’ 
(WB) on screen. Picture rated a 
programmer, with burden on orches- 
tra. In black, with fair $9,500. 

‘Fats’ Waller, Los Angeles—(Para- 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). Band as- 
sisted by ‘West Point Widow’ (Par), 
on screen, and ‘Rochester,’ on stage. 
Neat $17,000 on tap. 


30 fer Nelson Eddy Sold 
Qut for February Start; 
$6,000 Up Per Concert. 


Nelson Eddy will open his already 
sold out concert tour in February in 
Salt Lake City. The baritone, top 
b.o. concert attraction in the world, 
is set for his annual 30 concerts 
whieh draw from $6,000 up. 

The singer generally receives from. 
$200,000-$250,000 out of his 30 ap- 
pearances, a figure nc other concert 
star comes near to reaching. 


+++ 


In the Waxworks 


Charlie Barnet (Bluebird) ‘Wasn’t 
It You’, ‘I'll Never Let a Day Pass 
By’, ‘Lois’, ‘Be Fair’, ‘When Sun 
Comes Up’, ‘Habanera’. 

Benny Goodman (Columbia) ‘La 
Rosita’, ‘Down, Down, Down’, ‘Soft 
As Spring’, ‘Tuesday at 10’. 

Lucky Millinder - Sister Tharpe 
(Decca) ‘Ride Red Ride’, ‘Slide, Mr. 
Trombone’, ‘Rock Daniel’, ‘Trouble in 
Mind’. 

Bobby Byrne (Decca) ‘More Than 
Once’, ‘Down, Down, Down’, ‘If It’s 
True’, ‘You Started Something’. 


YOK 
"FLAMINGO" 


























at Club Bali, Philadelphia enlarging 
her rhumba band to carry on alone 
until return of Alan Fielding in the 
fall, 

Joey Kerns, house band at WCAU, 
Philadelphia, signed to wax an E.T. 
series for World Broadcasting. 





Cliff Hall, pianist-singer at Em- 
bassy Club, Philadelphia, to cut solo 
platters for Liberty label in New 
York, 





Dick Wharton leaves Philadelphia 
and his WFIL Bond Bread show to 
summer at the Blue Room of the 
Shore Night Club at Beach Arling- 
ton, N. J. 





Rob Horton, Philadelphia, adding 
Bobby Harris on clarinet, goes to the 
Stone Harbor, N. J., Yacht Club for 
the season. 





Tony Russell left KYW, Philadel- 
phia, to join Gray Gordon as vocal- 
ist. Gordon has shifted from Vic- 
tor-Bluebird to Decca. 





Art Hinett, KYW, Philly, organist, 
at the RCA-Victor studios recently 
for wax cuttings. Initial couplet 
comprises ‘Apache’ and ‘Entry of the 
Gladiators,’ 
label. 





Maria Karson and Her Girl Musi- 
cals, instrumental and vocal quartet, 
are now at the Rainbo Room of the 
New Kenmore Hotel, Albany. 





Neil Golden back at the De Witt 
Clinton Hotel, Albany. 





Channing Barron’s Blue Notes on 


released on the Bluebird’ 


Barnet last week. He'll become part 
of new seven piece combo Barnet is 
forming within the big band. 

Buddy Cole, pianist with Alvino 
Rey and husband of Yvonne King of 
King Sisters, flew to Los Angeles 
Saturday on call from ailing father. 
Joe Sullivan, former leader of his 
own crew at Cafe Society, N. Y., 


| temporarily replacing. 





Woody Herman’s four weeks’ stay 
at Sherman hotel, Chicago, finally 
dated for Oct. 23. 





Morgan Elli, guitar, replaces Mike 
Bryan and Vido Musso, ex-Harry 
James sax, additional replacements 
with Benny Goodman. Musso vice 
Georgie Auld. 





Raymond Scott’s latest dream-title 
is on a tune he’s written for his new 
‘Secret Seven’ combo. Calls it ‘Care- 
ful Conversation at a Diplomatic 
Function.’ Pete Pumiglio, original 
clarinetist with Scott’s Quintet re- 
turns to big band this week. 





Harry James’ softball team wal- 
loped Tommy Dorsey’s outfit for sec- 
ond straight time last week, 12—7. 
First game, 15—12. 





Eke Kenyon, former drummer 
with Hal Kemp, joined Art Jarret’s 
crew last week in place of Floyd 
Sullivan who went to Johnny Long. 
Jarret’s outfit is made up mostly of 
ex-Kemp men and its music is based 
on Kemp arrangements. 





Bruce Snyder, two days out of U. 
of North Carolina, hopped _ into 
Tommy Dorsey’s band on baritone 
sax. 





Gray Gordon begins recording 
contract for Decca this week. 





Ernie Marianna is now pianist 
with Bill Amrine’s orchestra, play- 
ing at the Golden Pheasant, Youngs- 
town, O. 

Johnny Farr, from Dean Hudson, 
goes into Johnny Long trumpet sec- 
tion. 





Will Osborne discarded fiddles 
and_is returning to ‘Slide Music’ 
billing he used before. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Banda Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).....ee.ee02 2 250 825 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)...cccccccec. 10 2,750 20,525 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50).......... 10 1,400 13,375 
Bobby Byrne......Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 12 1,200 2,200 
Tommy wv os MOR CL BORe TEASE) occ ccdececcsece ss 5,800 23,875 
Harry James......Lincoln (250; 75c-$1)...ccccccccccssee 8 325 3,800 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)..... ere 5 375 2,300 
Johnny Long...... New Yorker (400; T5c-$1.50)..ccccces 2 1,400 2,700 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draws. 
CHICAGO 


Paul Whiteman (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
good session, drawing 3,000 customers. 
with Milton Berle heading floor show. 

Jan Garber (Empire Room (Palmer House); 600; $3-$3.50 dinner min.; 
$2-$2.50 supper min.). Garber picked up steadily in pace and winding up 
in good style, playing to 2,600 people. Skinnay Ennis orchestra opens on 
Thursday (26). 

Cab Calloway (Panther Room (Sherman Hotel); 700; $1-$2 min.). Callo- 
way name has been a big winner in the spot and rated plenty of profits 
for the jitterbug room from the start of his four-week stay. Came up with 
2,600 customers last week. Jimmy Dorsey orchestra replaces Friday (27), 


LOS ANGELES 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). In longest Cocoanut Grove 
run, Martin accounted for 3,100 covers in 26th week helped by graduation 


parties. 
OMAHA 


Don Roth (Chez Paree; no cover). Band has broken all records at this 
top nitery rounding out its eighth month this week. Band is only enter- 
tainment with no floor show. Dinners and late night gathering featured. 

Deb Lyon (Cave Under the Hill, Hill Hotel; no cover). After playing a 
solid year with no break, band left for six weeks and is now back packing 
in the customers again. No cover charge and no floor show except special- 
ties by bandmen. 

Harl Smith’s Sun Valley Band (Bombay-Black Mirror Room, Fontenelle 
Hotel; no cover). Third week of popular draw with no other floor enter- 
tainment. Place features dinners and late night gatherings. 





Turned in another 
Boyd Raeburn orch. opens July 4, 














PHILLY DEFICIT $1,621.59 


Ormandy’s Cooperative Spirit 
Credited for Better Showing 





Band Bookings 











{outdoor terrace at the Oak Grove 


summer schedule at Rocco’s Sunset 
Villa, Lake Susquehanna, near 
Blairstown, N. J. 


Tony Russell replaced Art Perry 
as vocalist with Gray Gordon. 








Barney Rapp signed Consolidated 
Bob Auman’s West Chester Teach- | Radio Artists booking contract. 


ers’ College orch. featured on the 





Jeanne Carroll, formerly with Leo 
Reisman, vice Mary Anne Dunne as 


House, Route 209, near Marshall’s 
, | vocalist with Jack Teagarden. 


Creek, Pa. 








Howard Russell, who quit his Tria- 
non ballroom band at Regina, Sask., 
recently, changed his mind, and has 
gone back to his baton waving. Band 
has left for Waterton Lakes Na- 
tional Park for the summer, 


George Sapienza band into Ath- 
letic Club, Buffalo, adding Lorraine 
Grant on vocals. 





Tony Carnevale combo back into 
Park Lane, Buffalo. 








Ted Straeter opened Ritz-Carlton 


Billy Bissett’s new combo at Bel 
hotel, Boston, Monday (23). 


Air Bay Club, Los Angeles, com- 

prises Art Lombardi, trumpet; Roy 

Noble, Wally Ruth, Byron Dalrym- 
(Continued on page 36) 


Auburndale's Totem Ballroom Hit By 
Heat, Gray Gordon $4,900 in Six Days 


' (Estimated) 


Bob Chester (Coney Island Park, Cincinnati, June 21). Second night 
of week’s stand Chester drew..smash..3,171. admission at 50c..-... 





Bob Burnet, trumpeter who gave 
up his own band, joined Charlie 
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Skinnay Ennis (New Lake Worth Casino, Fort Wortk, Tex., June 20- 
| 21). Two-day stand at nitery drew almost capacity 1,000 each night at 
| $2.75 minimum. 

Ella Fitzgerald (City Aud., Houston, Tex., 
| played to enthusiastic mob of 4,470 at 99c. 
} pulled 1,300 into Cooper Club, Hendersom, 
| Longview. 

Benny Goodman (Cedar Point B., Sandusky, O., June 14-19). Goodman 
| cracked opening night record here with 3,200 at 85c for fine $2,720, then 
got 1,500 kids at 25c next day despite heavy rainstorm. Sunday (20) band 
hopped to Lakeside Park, Dayton, and drew great 4,000 at 75c. for $3,000 
gross, 

Gray Gordon (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 16-21). Heat put 
damper on Gordon, band accounting for below average estimated $4,900 
in six days from 7,300 dancers at $1.35 couple. 

Phil Harris (Natatorium Park, Spokane, Wash., June 21). 
amounted to $2,295 from approximately 2,700 dancers, 

Woody Herman (Sunset B., Carrolltown, Pa., June 18). Fair 1,100 
showed up at $1. Band then went on to crack Saturday record at East- 
wood Gardens Detroit, (21), with 4,322 admissions at 75c for one-night 
total of $3,141. 

Glenn Miller (Modernistic B., Milwaukee( June 22), Great; 5,500 dancers 
responded to Miller. though $1.10 per is high in this region. 

Tony Pastor (City Aud., Asheville, N. C., June 18). At $1.65 per for 
dancers and $1.10 spectators Pastor pulled $1,100 from 900 stubholders, 
but returned two days later (20) and grabbed $1,600 at $1.10 hoppers and 
55c lookers with 2,000 attendees. 

Joe Venuti (Peony Park, Omaha, Neb., June 18). Around 1,100 paid 
50c for a sguint at Venuti’s fiddling for gross of $550, considered better 
than fair in those parts. 

Tommy Tucker (Pleasure Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn., June 22). 


June 19). ‘Fitzgerald outfit 
Two nights previous band 
Tex., and 1,800 at Palmisle, 


Harris’ puil 
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Overcome by heat, 862 at 77c, season’s low for spot. 
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Bill Bardo, July 5, week, Dream- 
land Park, Kenover, W. Va. 


Lou Breese, July 3, Palm Isle C.; 
Longview, Tex.; 4, Monroe, La.; 5, 
Cedar Lane C., Opelousa, La. 


Cab Calloway, June 28, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 29, Savoy B., 
Chicago; 30, London Arena, London, 
Canada; July 1, Mutual Arena, To- 
ronto, 


Larry Clinton, July 
Park, Barnesville, Pa.; 
Beach, Akron, O. 


Al Donahue, June 29, State Fair 
Park, Milwaukee; July 1, Iroquois 
Gardens, Louisville, Ky.; 3, Lakeside 
Park, Dayton, O.; 4, Eastwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit. 

Erskine Hawkins, July 3, Edge- 
water Beach, Md.; 6, Aud., Donora, 
Pa.; 8, Uline Arena, Washington, 
D. C.; 13, Carr’s Beach, Annapolis, 
Md. 

Woody Herman, June 29, Myers 
Lake Park, Canton, O.; 30, Balse the- 
atre, Washington, Pa.; July 1, Col- 
onial hotel, Rochester, Ind.; 3, White 
Park, Herron, Ill.; 4, Dunbar Cave, 
Clarksville, Tenn.; 5, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati. 

Les Hite, June 28, Municipal Aud., 
Topeka, Kan.; 29, Fairyland Park, 
Kansas City, Mo.; 30, Avalon B., Sa- 
lina, Kan.; July 1, Aud., Junction 
City, Kan.; 3, Val-Air, Des Moines; 4, 
Shore Acres, Sioux City, Ia.; 5, Nep- 
tune B., Sioux Falls, S. D.; 6, Val- 
Air, Des Moines; 8-20, Lake Lawn 
hotel, Delevan, Wisconsin; 21, Aud., 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Inkspots, June 29, Buckeye Lake, 
O.; 30, Casa Loma B., Charleston, W. 

a.; July 1, Memorial Aud., Dayton, 
O.; 2, Mansion House, Youngstown, 
O.; 3, Nu-Elm B., Youngstown, O.; 
4-6, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 

Johnny McGee, July 5, Sunset B., 
Carrolltown, Pa. 

Glenn Miller, Jure 30, Turnpike 
B., Omaha; July 1, Meadow Acres, 
Topeka, Kan.; 3, Frog Hop B., St. 
Joseph, Mo.; 4, Forum, Wichita; 5, 
Municipal Aud., Oklahoma City. 

Alvino Rey, July 4, Lakewood 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 5, Saylor’s 
Lake, Stroudsburg, Pa.; 6, week, 
Manhattan Beach, New York; 13, 
Fernbrook Park, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; 
17-19, Totem Pole B. Auburndale, 
Mass.; 20, Pleasure Beach, Bridge- 
port, Conn., 21-23, Totem Pole; 25-31, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit; Aug. 22- 
28, Cedar Point, Sandusky, O. 
Maxine Sullivan-Benny Carter, 
July 3) Palais Royal, Norfolk, Va.; 
4, Aud., Bluefield, W. Va.; 6, Armory, 
Danville, Va.; 7, Benevolent Temple, 
Greenville, S. C.; 8, Aud., Knoxville, 


4, Lakeside 
5, Summit 





Tenn.; 9, Aud., Fayetteville, N. C.; 
10, Armory, Charlotte, N. C. 
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Philadelphia, June 24. 

Philadelphia Orchestra last Thurs- 
day (19) reported annual operating 
deficit at only $1,621.59 instead of an 
anticipated deficit at the start of the 
season of $23,000. However, board 
reminded Philadelphia that there is 
still an accumulated deficit of $36,196 
which goes back to 1931. 

Credit was given to Eugene Or- 
mandy for his cooperation with the 
management. His contract as con- 
ductor has been renewed for a five- 
year period. 

Ormandy is to conduct all except 
four weeks next season, and guest 
conductors will include Sir Thomas 
Beecham, Sir Ernest MacMillan, Saul 
Caston and Sergie Rachmaninoff, who 
will also appear at another engage- 
ment as soloist. Will mark the first 
time in years that a Philly symphony 
season will have Leopold Stokowski 
100% missing from the podium. 

Other soloists engaged will be 
Emanuel Feuermann, Edward Kil- 
enyi, Fritz Kreisler, Dorothy May- 
nor, Nathan Milstein, Artur Rubin- 
stein and Efrem Zimbalist. 

Thomas S. Gates, U. of P. prexy, 
was re-elected chairman of the board 
and Orville H. Bullitt, prez. 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Johnny Long, left-handed fiddle player leading his band at the New 
Yorker hotel, New York, was bitten by a pig when a youngster on a farm 
in North Carolina, the porker severing tendons in the fingers in his left 
hand. Left him without necessary power and suppleness needed to finger 
strings. He could handle a bow, however, so simply changed over. 

Long’s band has been held over at the New Yorker. Booked for three 
weeks, it is to stay an additional three and possibly for the summer, 








Tommy Dorsey’s band was cut off the NBC Blue network last week in 
the middle of a sustainer from the Astor hotel, New York. Blackout was 
brought on by a misunderstanding stemming from the failure of an NBC 
stenographer to include a tune on announcer Bill Abernathy’s list of those 
which had been cleai»d. Abernathy skipped to the following number 
when it came time to play ‘This Love of Mine,’ written by Frank Sinatra, 
Dorsey’s vocalist, and the leader interrupted to correct, played about eight 
bars, then was cut off the air while a studio classical pianist filled in. Band 
was cut back in later. 





John Kirby on ‘We, The People,’ program over CBS, to tell how he is 
the only one leading a swing band from a bull fiddle. 





—_— 


Monte Proser's Madison Square 
Garden Dance Carnival Folds Up 
After 31, Weeks; 10) Days Planned 


, 








Anti-Accident Rule 


Rule limiting one-night dance 
band jumps to 400 miles, passed 
by the American Federation of 
Musicians convention at Seattle 
recently, doesn’t figure to hamp- 
er one-night bookers much. 
Aimed at road accidents be- 
cause of distance covered be- 
tween some dates, rule states 
that it’s ‘unlawful for a booker 
to schedule, a leader to accept, 
or musicians to fill, any date re- 
quiring more than a 400-mile 
hop, by auto or bus, within 24 
hours.’ 

Means, of course, that longer 
hops can be made by plane or 
train. Only places it figures to 
interfere with one-night opera- 
tions by road is in states like 
Texas, where 400-mile junkets 
are compared to strolling around 
the block. 


George Hall Not Directing 
His Orchestra, Baton Goes 
To Vocalist Dolly Dawn 


George Hall stepped off the po- 
dium last week. Vocalist Dolly 
Dawn will lead his orchestra hence- 
forth with Hall as band’s manager. 
Miss Dawn’s debut as a leader will 
in all likelihood take place at Rose- 


Monte Proser’s Dance Carnival at 
Madison Square Garden, N.Y., 
folded following Sunday (22) night’s 
session. Gradual sloping off of busi- 
ness, culminating in only 9,000 ad- 
missions being bought over the 
three-day weekend, Friday through 
Sunday, wrote finis on the project, 
which cost its backers virtually all 
of the $100,000 that had been posted 
to redecorate the Garden and get 
the idea rolling. Record heat which 
hit New York Friday (20) kept the 
play down. There were only 1,500 
in the place Sunday night. 

In addition to the $100,000 put up 
by Dan Arnstein, Yellow Taxicab 
executive now on his way to China 
to fill a U. S. Government post as 
Burma Road commissioner, Proser is 
said to have lost ‘every cent he had’ 
in an effort to remain open. He’s 
supposed to have borrowed money 
on insurance policies and mortgaged 
his Copacabana and Beachcomber 
(N.Y.) niteries, as well as a share in 
the Piping Rock Club at Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., to keep the Garden 
going. At that Proser is obligated 
for back salary to the bands of 
Benny Goodman, Larry Clinton, 
Charlie Barnet and Ben Bernie (ap- 
proximately $8,000). Local 802 of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, which recently began tight- 
ening up on all its rules, was a con- 
tributing but not final factor in the 
shuttering. 

roser made every effort to dig up 
more capital between Sunday’s clos- 
ing and last night (Tues.) to try and 














prolong the policy, but apparently 
was unsuccessful. Mondays were 
dark nights any way, which gave 
him almost 48 hours to scout up ad- 
ditional cash. 

Terms 

Garden’s policy lasted three weeks 
and three days from its May 30 
opening. From the first it was a los- 
ing proposition. It dropped approxi- 
mately $15,000 on its opening week 
alone. Garden’s rental of $1,000 a 
day, plus 15% of the gross, about 
$12,500 for three bands, $12,000 for 
getaway exploitation and sundry 
items, was a back-breaker and the 
first week’s gross reached only 
$30,000. Final week's take reached 
about $9,500. One hundred days 
were planned. 

Proser figured to stay open at 
least a few weeks longer under the 
revised rental plan he worked out 
with the Garden last week and the 
shift from a three-band policy to 
two. Garden lowered its rental 
from $1,000 a day to $500 and slashed 
the percentage. Poor break in the 
weather and resultant further drop- 
off at the b.o. nullified the changes, 
however. 

Though the Garden has passed out 
of the picture, Proser still figures 
on carrying out his plans to road- 
show the works, if he can dig up 
sufficient backing to launch a troupe. 
Road plan is considered feasible be- 
cause of lower rentals or straight per- 
centage deals which can be worked 
out with auditoriums in various key 
cities. It’s figured that it would en- 
tail a nut of $11,000 weekly for 
bands, transportation and rental. 

Meantime, Proser is readying to 
put his show from the Copacabana 
into the Piping Rock, Saratoga, for 
the August racing season. 

Proser has another headache in 
carting out all the tinsel, tall palms, 
etce., as his deal called for leaving 
the Garden as he found it. 


land Ballroom, N. Y., July 4. 








ANOTHER ROAD ACCIDENT 


—@o— 
Bob Eberly, Jimmy Gardner of 
Jimmy Dorsey Band Are Injured 





Bob Eberly, vocalist with the Jim- 
| my Dorsey band, is the latest road 
| cnsualty in the steadily mounting 
| toll of road accidents among bands 
travelling on one-nighters. Driving 
to New York from a date at Lake- 
wood Park, Mahanoy City, Pa., early 
Friday (20) morning, Eberly, his 
wife and Jimmy Gardner, also in 
Dorsey’s band, were severely shaken, 
but only slightly cut and bruised 
when their car was hit by one driven 


by two youths near Somerville, N. J. 
Accident forced the cancellation of 
a disc date scheduled for that 
afternoon in N. Y. 

Crash was attributed to a truck 
trying to pass another road freighter 
on a hill. ‘Youths, both of whom 
were seriously injured, were coming 
in the opposite direction and were 
forced off the road. Skidding back 
onto the concrete they smashed into 
Eberly, who was following the 
trucks, then caromed off and almost 
uprooted a tree. 


Hot Music Men: 
Compose For 
Serious Field 


A number of ‘hot’ musicians at 
| NBC have been going classic of late, 
| and quite a number of new compo- 

positions have been produced by 
| them which have been played by the 
| NBC Symphony, or Frank Black’s 
| orchestra, Among some of these are 
| Arthur A. Zazmar, bass fiddle player 
} 














in Jimmy Miller’s dance band, who 
| has had two movements for orches- 
tra and a string quartet played by 
Black; Paul Leval, conductor of the 
| ‘Lower Basin Street’ orchestra, whose 
| symphonic rhumba has been played 
| by Black, and Earl Wyld, staff jazz 
| pianist, whose ‘Overture to the Days 
| of Buffalo Bill’ was given a first per- 
formance by Black. 


In making the change in leader| Some others in this category would 
Hall also made a change in booking | pe George Torke, staff arranger of 
offices, without notice. Whereas he’s | NBC, whose symphonic works have 
signed _ to Music Corp. of America, | heen played by Black; Muriel Pol- 
Miss Dawn’s booking problem has | jack of the jazz piano team of Pol- 
been turned over to General Amuse- lack and Lawnhurst who has had 
ment, which booked her on the | tone poems played; and Tom Ben- 
Roseland date. MCA has no appar-| nett, staff arranger for Ozzie Nel- 
ent comeback because its agreement/ .o., who has been commissioned by 
designates Hall as leader. If he were; nrc to write an opera, and who's 
to step back as such in the near Gone an aria sung by Norman Cor- 
future the contract would hold force. | don, Met basso, on the air, 








NAVY BUGLERS ON STAGE 
FOR ARMSTRONG STUNT 


Philadelphia, June 24. 

Louis Armstrong, current on the 
Earle stage, turned the boards over 
to the Navy last night (23) for a 
bugling contest. Gotta-get-up horn 
blowers attached to the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard and to ships stationed at 
the Yard were invited to compete 
for the title of champion bugler of 
the Navy: 

Satchmo making the presentation 
on basis of audience applause. 








Dee Richardson Seeking . 


Lieutenancy in Army 


Fayetteville, N. C.. June 24. 
Only one month after Dee Richard- 


son left his trombone-arranging job) 
with Everett Hoagland’s orchestra/ 
last January to join the 178th Field) 


Artillery band here, he was pro- 
moted to a sergeant. 


Now Richardson expects his Sec-| 


ond Lieutenant commission by 


July 1. 


Jerry Delmar, Philadelphia all-gal 
unit, set to summer at Inlet Hotel, 
Wildwood, N. J. 





Others whose forte lies in the 
symphonic field, include Alexander 
Semmier, CBS conductor, whose 
‘Serenade for Strings’ has _ been 
played by Black; Boris Koutzen, of 
the NBC Symphony, whose concerto 
for five solo instruments and string 
orchestra has been played; Alan 
Schulman, who plays in Leval’s or- 
chestra, whose ‘Variations on an 
Original Theme for Viola and Or- 
chestra’ has been played; and Vladi- 
mir Cherniavsky, who has had a 
work for piano and strings per- 
formed. 





Rockwell, Inc., Dissolves 


Albany, June 24. 


Thomas G. Rockwell, Inc., New 
York, has been dissolved, accord- 
ing to papers filed with the secre- 
tary of state. 

Bernard L. Miller was the filing 
attorney. 








| The dissolution hasn’t any effect 
/on Rockwell’s General Amus. Corp. 
|PAGE §S 
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Teddy Walters, Raymond Scott 
guitarist, plans to rejoin the Scott 
crew after attending to a bad strep 
| infection of the throat in a Philadel- 
|phia hospital. 


WOR-WGN WIRE-PEDDLING 
CAUSE OF GRUMBLES OVER REMOTES 


RIVALRY 





Bandleaders See Mutual Lacking Coordinated, Sound 
Dance Pick-up Policy—Too Many Qaurter Hours 
—Chicago and New York Ignore Each Other 





. 3 


BEST TOGETHER 


Eddie DeLange and Will Hudson in 
Reunion—Now Rehearsing 








Eddie DeLange and Will Hudson 
are together again, rehearsing a new 
band in New Yerk. Hudson did 
nothing, but arranging for a year or 
more after the split, then started a 
crew of his own also, but it, too, like 
one by DeLange, fell by the way- 
side. 

DeLange meantime has achieved 
rank as a lyric writer, collaborating 
with many of the current top rank- 
ing melody men. 


Freddie Martin Booked 
To Replace Lombardo 
On Lady Esther Show 


Freddie Martin’s band will replace 
Guy Lombardo in Lady Esther's 
Monday Columbia spot Aug. 4. He 
will remain through that month and 
possibly September, all depending 
on the starting date of the perma- 
nent show which is yet to be picked. 
Martin will originate from Holly- 
wood for a while. He may come 
to either Chicago or New York 
later. 

Lombardo starts his series for 
Colgate Aug. 2, or five days after 
winding up a three-year career with 
Lady Esther. 


LES JACKSON BAND 
SPLIT UP BY DRAFT 


Springfield, Mass., June 24. 
Les Jackson wound up a six-month 
run with his orchestra at Hotel 
Worthy’s Silver Room here on Satur- 


day (21). Jackson is awaiting a call 
from the army air corps. His 
trumpeter, Herdy Swinford of Deca- 
tur, Ill, has been called to army 
service for the 30th. Jackson him- 
self is from St. Louis, Mo. 

The band will split up with most 
of the boys taking other jobs after a 
vacation. 














Bob Chester Into Jersey 
Spot, Gets NBC Line 


Bob Chester’s orchestra goes into 
its first location date in more than a 
year when the outfit opens at the 
Chatterbox, Mountainside, N. J., July 
17 for an indefinite stay. Chatterbox 
now has Mutual wires, but will 
Switch over to NBC with Chester’s 


Mutual network’s method of cut- 
ting up its available remcte pickup 
time is drawing criticism from band- 
leaders whose bands are getting shots 
on that web. During the past month 
or more Mutual has been slicing the 
major portion of its pickup periods 
to 15 minutes as a means of squeeze- 
ing in as many bands as possible, and 
occasionally it doles out less than a 
quarter hour. Gist of the squawks 
from leaders is that Mutual is try- 
ing to satisfy too many outfits to do 
any of them any good. 

Another peeve is that in making so 
many pickups Mutual, of course, 
hasn’t the staff to supply announcers 
and engineers. There have been 
cases of road managers being pressed 
into service as engineers, and others 
where announcements made at the 
studio were wrong through an entire 
program, either as to tunes coming 
up or identity of singers handling the 
vocals. 

Out of approximately 67 pickups 
made by MBS last week, only 11 
were of a half hour duration. Three 
of those went over 30 minutes, a 40 
minute shot from the Rustic Cabin, 
Englewood Cliffs, N. .; 40 minutes 
with Charlie Spivak at Glen Island 
Casino, New Rochelle, and 40 min- 
utes with Art Mooney at Borde- 
wick's, Tuckahoe, N. Y. In the 67 
there were 39-15 minute pickups and 
nine 10 minute ones. There were 
five ranging between 19 and 25 min- 
utes. Two were under the 10 minute 
group, one seven minute pickup of 
Duke Daly’s new band at Playland 
Casino, Rye, N. Y., and another of 
nine minutes with Carl Hoff’s new 
group at Blue Gardens, Armonk, 
ms 

Though the cutting of time into 
small segments has been going on 
only for the past month or so, 
Mutual claims that its signing with 
ASCAP has nothing to with its 
attempts to accommodate all re- 
quests for time. Net explains that it 
had been swamped with orders for 
wires long before the ASCAP agree- 
ment. 

Sale of Wires 

The bandleading gentry point out 
that the underlying cause of the time 
allotment jumble on Mutual can be 
traced to the competition for the sale 
f remote lines which prevails 
|}among the network’s key stations. 
WOR, New York, WGN, Chicago, and 
other similar originating stations are 
each interested in disposing of their 
lines to local dine-and-dance spots, 
with the result that if a band origi- 


nates out of Chicago it is as a rule 
ignored by WOR, which broadcasts 
its Own band pickup at that time. 


And if the originating point is New 





debut. 

Plans are being made to enlarge 
the seating capacity of the spot. Cur- 
rently seating 350; that limit has been 
found inadequate on peak week-end 
evenings. 








Hal Grayson’s Itinerary 


Houston, June 24. 

Following Hal Grayson’s run at 
the Hotel Rice here, the band goes 
to the Lake-Worth casino at Ft. 
Worth and one-nighters thereafter 
through El Paso, Phoenix, Tucson, 
etc., to Los Angeles. 

Grayson opens mid-July at Cata- 
lina. 


‘Platterbrains’ on WMCA 


Bob Bach, Leonard Feather and 
Milton Gabler will be the quizmas- 
ters of a new ‘Platterbrain’ pro- 
gram starting on WMCA, N. Y., Fri--< 
day (27) at 10 p.m. 

It plays records and asks ques- 
tions about swing and swingsters. 








SHERIFF HENRY BUSSE 
Cedar Point, O., June 24. 


| merge their 





Local Sheriff made Henry Busse 


a special deputy, badge and all, at | 





a benefit bali held here last night. 


York, WGN pays off in similar 
fashion. Mutual’s management last 
week undertook for the first time to 
straighten out this conflict of line- 
selling interests by instructing the 


MBS program co-ordinator, Dolph 
Opfinger, to put the selection of 
bands for network schedule on a 


basis of quality and to try get the 
various originating points to sub- 
local interest for the 
common good of the network. 


FRANK DAILEY MAY 
ADD COLUMBUS SPOT 


Deal is in the works whereby 
Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., will 
either take over or go into partner- 
ship in the operation of Lou Peppe’s 
Valley Dale ballroom, Columbus, O. 
Spot would be known as Frank 
Dailey’s Valley Dale and it would 
operate under the same sort of name 
band policy as his present Meadow- 
brook. 

Valley Dale is situated a mile out- 
side of Columbus, on 13 acres of 
ground and it can accommodate ap- 
proximately 1,400 people inside and 
another 1,400 in a summer garden. 
There is parking «pace for 1,090 cars, 
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Inside Stuff—Music 





Sammy Kaye’s Republic Music Co. has two sheet music bestsellers riding 
They are ‘Daddy’ and ‘Until Tomorrow.’ 
band leader that has capitalized heavily on his own publications since 
the break between the networks and ASCAP, even though around 15 
other bandmen either own or have partnerships in publishing firms. 
of the other maestros who control their own indie music pub firms are 
Guy Lombardo, Glenn Miller, Gene Krupa, Tommy Dorsey, and a list of 


currently. 


others. 





Clarence Gaskill sold 1,000 copies of his newest song, ‘Love America, or 
Leave It Alone,’ after singing it at a dinner of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Staten Island. The buyer was a dentist who had attended the event as | 
a guest of one of the chamber’s members. 
ber the diner approached him and asked where he could buy some copies 
Gaskill asked him how 
named 1,000. The next day Gaskill got the order in writing. 


of the song. 


Select is the publisher. 





Songwriters Protective Association 
ment from Broadcast Music, Inc. 


contract for publishers. 


Under this agreement the publisher delegates to the writer the right to 
determine what shall be done with his performing rights and grants the 
SPA the right to co-administer all sy 


an SPA member. 





Publishers affiliated with the American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers have so far turned down the bids of the Charlton Pub- 


lishing Co. and the D. S. Corp. for the 
D. S. and Charlton have such licenses 


sheets put out by these two outfits. 
from Broadcast Music, Inc. 
Charlton calls its 10-center the Big 


owned by Richard Davis and Walter Socolow, distributes two nickel 
sheets, Song Parade and Song Leader. 

D. S. Publishing, which has an exclusive tieup with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., for five-cent songsheets, is putting out an edition for street sales, the 
Its other nickel compilation of BMI tunes, ‘Song Parade,’ 


‘Bong Leader.’ 
is confined to stand distribution. 


BMI has also sold its lyric rights to a dime publication, ‘Big Book.’ 


— 


The Edward B. Marks Music Corp 


e plaintiff in 1934. 
that date. 





Broadcast Music, Inc., has discharged arrangers, copyists and proof- 
It has also cut its publicity staff prac- 
BMI’s explanation is that the organization has merely 
‘stabilized its payroll and personnel requirements.’ 


readers in appreciable numbers. 
tieally in half. 


At the request of BMI, Irving Caesar, as 
president of the SPA, sent over two weeks ago a blank form of the SPA’s 





. lost a plea for summary judgment 
against Stasny Music Corp., and Betty Stasny in the N. Y. federal court 
recently when Judge Alfred C. Coxe denied the application. 
involves rights to the song ‘Alla En El] Rancho Grande.’ 

Song was written in 1927 by Silvano R. Ramos, a Mexican, and assigned 
Defendant is accused of having published it since 
An injunction, accounting of profits, 


Kaye makes the only 


Some 


As Gaskill concluded the num- 


many he wanted, and the stranger 
Santly-Joy- 


is yet to receive a signatured agree- 


nchronization rights in the works of 


right te publish their lyrics in song- 


Song Magazine, while D. S., jointly 


Dispute 


and damages are asked. 





Ralph Austrian to L. A. 


Ralph B. Austrian, assistant v.p. of 
RCA Manufacturing, left last week 
for the west coast to hold a series of 
meeting with local company execs 
and visit the various studios. 


He will be gone three weeks. 
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ful—now that he realizes how im- 
portant. it is—to say nothing that 
will offend anybody. Then he starts 
on a round of visits. He’s on the 
move from morning to night, being 
rushed around in the way you rush 
around in New York. He says he 
likes our meat and our senoritas and 
our gauchos. Then he leaves for the 
next place to repeat the perform- 
ance.’ 
OK When Times Are Good 

Idea, the official aided, is all very 
well when times are good and the 
presence of a charming visitor ac- 
tually gets across to the public. But 
now with European trade cut off, 
with internal troubles increasing, 
with Nazi propaganda becoming 
stronger and with the actual danger 
from the _ totalitarians increasing, 
many South Americans feel star visits 
are clowning at a time when the 
script calls for something else. 

Another’ official explained that 
while the recent visit of Doug Fair- 
banks, Jr., was generally rated a suc- 
cess, a not unsizeable number of peo- 
ple to whom he had talked felt it 
was not in the best possible taste for 
President Roosevelt to have sent 
someone known as an actor on an 
official mission. Fairbanks, who has 
spent much time in the past two 
years away from Hollywood, man- 
aged to get across with high-ranking 
personages because of his personality 
and background, but stars who do 
not have White House blessing are 
not likely to have the same entree. 


Cliff Fischer 


mn Ontinued from page 1 























and underwriters like that invari- 
ably know which way the wind 
blows. 

Fischer had a protective clause 
with his people in case of no-sailings 
and kindred international emerg- 
encies, and instead he will trans- 
plant his show to Hollywood into a 
new idea on which he has been 
working. Nature of it calls for size 
and capacity, but he’s withholding 
détails until his location is signa- 
tured. 

As it was, people like Fritz and 
Jean Hubert refused to accept con- 














Pan-Am Bad-Will 


Continued from page 3 





itors feel, and that junkets in times 
like these are definitely out of place. 

Unusual feature of this reaction is 
that it is radically different from the 
opinion prevalent even three months 
ago. This correspondent at that time, 
questioning film men, officials, news- 
paper editors and others headquar- 
tered here in this No. 1 metropolis of 
South America, found them enthusi- 
astic about the idea of more plane 
and boat trips by the glamor boys 
and girls, figuring that first-hand 
contact with the figures they had 
long admired on the screen would 
help bring about a closer relation- 
ship than anything else. 

That feeling still holds among 
many—but the number of those who 
are definitely opposed to the idea is 
increasing, and the opponents are 
not in the Nazi camp but those truly 
friendly toward the U. 5S. 


Argentinians ‘More Serious’ 


South Americans, and especially 
Argentinians, take questions of what 
is and what is not done far more 
seriously than Yanquig, it is pointed 
out. This fundamental difference is 
still not understood by most people 
north of the border who figure that 
if certain practices secure results in 
the States, they ought to work here. 
Just as bad, it’s explained, is to be- 
lieve that if a junket to Mexico is 
suecessful, further pix hegiras should 
be made into Latin-America. 

‘Sometimes I’m afraid your people 
will never understand that we are as 
unlike Mexicans as New Yorkers are 
unlike Eskimos,’ one editor of a 
leading Chilean paper wailed. 

An Argentine official, who is often 
called upon by both the U. S. Em- 
bassy and film industry reps because 
of his extensive knowledge of the re- 
action of his people to foreign af- 
fairs, put it this way: 

‘What sort of impression do you 
think we get when we find that we’re 
to be courted into becoming better 
neighbors by a mass turnout from 
Hollywood? I know that you have 
the best intentions in the world and 
that the actors and actresses who are 
sent down will be charming people. 
But down here we keep wondering, 
as you North Americans say, ‘what’s 
the idea.’ 

‘A certain actor comes down. A 
crowd meets him at the airport. His 
pictures are in the papers. He goes 
to the Hotel Plaza and there are in- 





terviews in which he is very care- 


tracts for the S.A. booking; Yvonne 
| Bouvier only wanted to sign for four 
to eight weeks, and not eight months 
|to a year that Fischer hoped to tour 
| his revue in South America. Some 
of the chorus girls’ parents also 
balked at the kids sailing in these 
times, although his talent problem 
was not wholly prohibitive, as he 
had enough of a show lined up to 
meet the standard requirements. 

The William Morris agency and 
others who made previous booking 
commitments for South America are 
not encouraging any future dates 
now, until the international crisis 
settles one way or the other. As 
elsewhere reported in this issue, 
Ilona Massey refused to sail last 
Friday (20), but, on the other hand, 
sailing Friday (20) on the S.S. Brazil, 
for the Tabaris, Buenos Aires, were 
Susan and Christine and Trudy Mc- 
Gee line of seven, per schedule. 














Artie Shaw 
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all the features Shaw has been using 
since his entry into the music biz. 
It will include the Gramercy Five 
(actually six men) with which he 
has been making jazz recordings, the 
14-piece setup he discarded when he 
was at the top of the dance band 
heap, and a 33-man setup similar to 
the one he has been using on Victor 
Records. Use of the various com- 
binations will depend on what each 
particular composition demands for 
best results. Full complement of 50 
will play native American music of 
authors such as William Grant Still, 
writer of ‘Lenox Ave. Suite.’ Outfit, 
according to Shaw, will not be a 
symphonic jazz group, but will at- 
tend to each separate tempo in true 
form, even though one or more is 
incorporated into a single arrange- 
ment. Symphonic jazz is a combina- 
tion of two styles. 


None of the dates to be played 
will allow for dancing. They’re to 
be straight concerts. One of the 
reasons for that is the fact that on 
most one-nighters played by the out- 
standing bands the greater portion 
of those who buy admission do not 
dance. They simply gather around 
the bandstand and listen. Taking 
that as a cue Shaw figures that his 
dates will be more comfortable for 
everyone concerned. 











Frederick Hollander has been as- 
signed to write the musical score for 
‘Mr, Jordan Comes to Town,’ at Co- 
lumbia, 





| whatever play the tunes get in machines or elsewhere. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines — 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 


A; Dey GR) TRO, 66600600 Fe0sses see 
2. Intermezzo (6) Schuberth......... 





Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
{ Woody Herman.......Decca 
+++» ) Benny Goodman., .Columbia 


; { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

3. My Sister and I (4) BMI.........eeeeee |! Benny Goodman...Columbia 

: Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

C. Baeneia Cie BO: cox ictvidsceewacecs l Andrews Sisters...... Decea 

; j Alvino Rey.........Bluebird 

5. Nighty Night (2) Beacon.........0+... | Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 

6. Amapola (14) Marks....... SES TREES ny ~—- hbeeen meere 
orace Heidt...... Columbi: 

7. Hut Sut Song (1) Schumznn.........5- Freddie Green..... Bluebird 

8. Dolores (11) Paramount.......sssee2+. § Bing Erosby.......... Decca 

i] Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

9. I Understand (12) Feist.......+s00+s.. $ Jimmy Dorsey........ ete 

) King Sisters........ Bluebird 

10. Music Makers (8) Paramount........,. ) Harry James...... Columbia 

| Andrews Sisters......Decca 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


Maria Ele eae § Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
1 na (Southern) ee eeeeeeereeeeee l Tony Pastor. veseee- Bluebird 
G'bye Now (BMI)...... ee. Shee. { Horace Heidt...... Columbia 


sere l Vaughn Monroe... e- Bluebird 


Green Eyes (Southern).............+. eoooe Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
Everything Happens to Me (Embassy)..... Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Let’s Get Away from It All (Embassy)..... tell yg ea — 
eee clc 

Do I Worry? (Melody Lane)........ vigheni promeey hha = 
Yours (Marks)........... j Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

“ae vo ee + Gene Monroe.., .. Bluebird 
South of North Carolina (Porgie).......... - og he oly pnt ae oa 
Things I Love (Campbell).........seee00+ | Jimmy Dorey... Deces 


Rose and a Prayer (BVC).. Jmmy Dorsey......... 


Coin-Catching Record Possibilities 


Gene Krupa ‘Green Eyes’—Throwing Pebbles at Millstream’ (Okeh 6222) 
Krupa shows no taste whatsoever on such things as ‘Green Eyes.’ After 
this spins out there’s a definite feeling of relief at being delivered from 
a hacked and battered arrangement of a good tune. An awkward tempo 
makes Howard Dulaney’s vocal sound bad. Anita O’Day gets aboard late 
to complete the two-voice formula recently popularized by Jimmy Dorsey. 
‘Millstream’ is better. Dulaney vocals again, but gets more cooperation. 

















Hildegarde (four sides) Decca 23218-23219 


The Continental chanteuse from Milwaukee, who is a click in the class 
cafes, registered so solidly on Decca with her version of ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris,’ easily the best of the vocal waxworks, that Decca’s Jack Kapp put 
her to work fast with some encores. These four are also excerpts from 
her nitery repertoire, ‘Darling, Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,’ the thematic 
which Anna Sosenko authored -for her, and ‘I Worship You,’ another 
‘special’ by Cole Porter, are backed on one side; Hermann Leopoldi’s 
Little Cafe Down the Street’ with ‘You Will Remember Vienna’ on the 
other. Latter is a Hammerstein-Romberg oldie which she gives 1941 his- 
toric nuance through slight switch in lyrics, so that the nostalgia is ap- 
pealing without oppressing. To self-piano accompaniment, and with 
Harry Sosnik batoning a full orchestra, all four are given de luxe pre- 


= on Decca’s ‘Personality Series’ (red label). Look like cinch best 
sellers, 





Eddy Duchin ‘Mountains Meet Moon’—‘Pebbles in Millstream’ (Col. 36170) 


Two tunes that fit Duchin’s style and he does saleable work on them. 
They’re in tasteful arrangements and are easily capable of figuring in 
} First side is pleas- 
antly delivered with Johnny Drake and Earbenders vocal and Duchin 
Piano touches. Reverse draws same comment. Vocal :s by Tony Leonard, 





Teddy Powell ‘Time My Hands’—‘Boogin’ Downbeat’ (Bluebird 11176) 


Powell exhibits good work on first side, a smoothly played and well 
tailored arrangement that sits solidly at slow tempo. It gathers deserved 
nods. Ruth Gaylord vocals, Backing is a concession to jive hounds. It’s 
unexciting. 





Joe Reichman ‘Piano Reveries’ (Album) Victor P-64 


Joe Reichman joins the pianist-maestros like Eddy Duchin and Carmen 
Cavallero, both of whom have waxed rhythm albums for Columbia and 
Decca respectively, with a tiptop Victor book of ‘Piano Reveries.’ Utiliz- 
ing surefires like ‘Tea for Two,’ ‘Can’t We Be Friends,’ ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
‘Easy to Love,’ ‘Lover, Come Back to Me,’ ‘Indian Love Call’; ‘My Heart 
Stood Still,’ ‘I'll Follow My Secret Heart,’ in that sequence, the ‘Pagliacci 
of the piano’—to use his own billing—dishes up a brisk brand of rhythm- 
pation. A guitar, bass-and-drums rhythm section does much to offset any 
Steinwaying monotony. It’s one of the best of its type. 





Claude Thornhill ‘All I Need’-‘Portrait of Guinea Farm’ (Ikeh 6234) 


Machines so far haven’t found much use for Thornhill’s advanced stuff. 
First of these should give ’em opportunity. A salable version of a rich 
ballad, impregnated with all the outstanding qualities of the new band’s 
style. Dick Harding vocals. Reverse is one of Thornhill’s super-special 
originals, stamped with the points that have gained the band trade atten- 
tion. For average consumption it’s not a good risk. 





Merry Macs ‘Hut-Sut Song’—‘Mary Low’ (Decca 3810) 

More swings at ‘Hut-Sut.’ Merry Macs’ cutting is perhaps the best of all 
Some of the band jobs might find better favor, because there’s more on 
them, but of the vocal tries this side tops all. Group dresses tune up with 
tasty tricks, and it’s in good tempo. ‘Mary Lou’ side is also a neat job. 





Frankie Masters’ ‘Hut-Sut’ (Okeh 6223) is not as well done and rates as 
an average try. Swingmasters vocal and arrangement don’t add much to 
repetitious lyric. It’s backed with a pleasant whack at ‘I Went Out of My 
Way,’ a pleasant tune. It’s hard to figure why Ella Logan tried the tune 
(Col. 36173), excepting that the Scotch comedienne took too literally the 
billing that ‘Hut-Sut’ is Scotch double-talk. Hers races at top speed early 
and late and destroys whatever pull there is in the novelty. Midway it 
drops to a lame slow tempo. She lets loose on ‘Bill’ on the reverse. It's 





so-so, She doesn’t sound natural on it. 
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ASCAP SAYS CBS ‘INSINCERE 





GBS FEE abALt 
JSQUED FRIDAY 


The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem last Friday (20) publicly issued 
a ‘proposal for an agreement’ with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers covering 
network business and its owned and 
operated stations. This proposal 
provides: 

BLANKET NETWORK LICENSE 

CBS proposes to pay 2% of the en- 
tire network net receipts, minus 
time discounts and agency commis- 
sions and also after deducting the 
cost of permanent hookup lines and 
costs of doing business calculated as 
follows: 

15% of the first $15,000,000 of net 
receipts. 

25% on the next $5,000,000. 

35% on the next $5,000,000. 

45% on all over $25,000,000. 


Columbia proposes to tie into this 
network proposal a matter which 
pertains strictly to its owned and 
operated stations. If, during the 
term of the contract CBS itself no 
longer operates eight stations as at 
present but operates any lesser num- 
ber down to and including a mini- 
mum of three, an additional amount 
of $500,000 per annum shall be added 
to the network expense stated above 
less than eight. If the number of 
stations shall be reduced below three, 
then CBS and ASCAP shall re- 
negotiate the terms of this contract 

(Continued on page 36) 


E. B. MARKS HAS 
LECUONA FOR 
10 YEARS 


Candido G. Galdo, Cuban agent for 
composers and writers, declared that 
the only rights which the Warner 
Bros. subsid, Music Publishers Hold- 
ing Corp., has the works of 
Ernesto Lecuona are those composi- 
tions written and copyrighted prior 
to May 1, 1940. Warners nad stated 
that it had an exclusive contract with | 
Lecuona for a year with options. 

Galdo stated that on May 4, 1939 
Lecuona appointed him attorney-in- 
fact until 1950 and, as result of this | 
agreement, he (Galdo) had granted 
E. B. Marks the exclusive world’s 
rights (except Cuba) of all works 
written and arranged by Lecuona for 
10 years from May 1, 1940. ‘Galdo said 
that he had also granted to Robbins 
Music Corp. the rights to certain 
Lecuona works written and copy- 











in 





righted prior to May 1, 1940. In| 
other words, as pointe out by 
Galdo, there is no outstanding 
agreement whfth gives any Ameri- 
can publisher, except Marks, the} 
rights to any Lecuona work written | 
and copyrighted after May 1, 1940. | 





RACHMANINOFF’S SEASON 





Set With Philly, Pittsburgh, Chicago | 
Detroit and Other Symphonies 





Sergie Rachmoninoff will have 
some 30-35 concerts this fall and is 
Scheduled already for numerous ap- 
pearances with orchestras. 


Rachmaninoff, whose fees of $2,500 
and up are tops in his field, will ap- 
pear in Syracuse, Oct. 14, 17, and 18 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
with N. Y. Philharmonic on Dec. 18 
and 19, with the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Nov. 28 to 30, with the Chicago Sym- 
Phony Nov. 5 to 7, with the Cleve- 
land Jan. 8, in Baltimore, Oct. 22, 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra, in 
N. Y. with the Philadelphia, Oct. 11, 
and with the Detroit Symphony, 
Dec. 4. 





Contrasted to 


Mutual Fees— 





Under the contract prevailing between ASCAP and the Mutual Net- 


work: 


1. The commercial fee under the blanket arrangement is 3% for the 


first four years and 312 


% for the following five years. 


2. A scale of reductions for operating costs, lower than that pro- 


posed by CBS, is provided. 


3. Stations doing business of less than $50,000 pay a nominal fee of 
$12 for sustaining uses; stations whose net income ranges between 
$50,000 and $150,000 pay on the basis of the highest half hour rate of 
their national spot rate card, while those doing more than $150,000 pay 
an amount equal to their hourly rate per month, or not more than 1% 


times the fee paid ASCAP in 1940. 














Frozen Axis 
Music Funds 


Are Negligible 





President Roosevelt’s executive 
@rder freezing Axis assets in this | 
country will affect to some extent 
the music business. What sheet and | 
mechanical royalties that have ac- 
crued for publishers and writers in 
Germany, Italy and Axis-dominated | 
countries will have to remain here, 


while of the performing rights group | 


the only one that admitted last week 


that it might be affected was As- | 


sociated Music Publishers, Inc., 
which has numerous affiliates in the 
Reich and France. 

AMP explained that it had been 
sending over only what money it 
had been asked to by German pub- 
lishers. American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
stated that it hadn’t transmitted any 
money to Germany in many years 
because the Nazi performing rights 
society invariably 
much more than was due it. SESAC, 


Inc., said it hadn’t sent any royalties | 
to any country in Europe outside of | 
-According | 


Sweden for some time. 
to SESAC, the firms in Germany 
and German-dominated countries 
with which it had contracts were 
now operating in South America, 
London and the United States. 

Another outfit certain to be af- 
fected by the President’s shutdown 
is Ricordi, of Milan, which had of- 
fices in New York. 





Bradford Would Examine 
Buck in $6,000,000 Suit 


Bradford, as assignee of 
Bradford Music Publishing Corp., 
Acme Music Publishing Co., and 
Blues Music Co., applied Monday 
(23) to N. Y. supreme court for per- 
mission to examine Gene Buck be- 
fore trial. Bradford is suing Buck, 
as president of 
ciety of Composers, 
Publishers, and Southern 
Publishing Co. for $6,000,000. 


Perry 


Authors and 
Music 


Bradford was loaned $100 by 
Southern on Feb. 13, 1934, and 
claims to have turned over the 


rights to some 40 songs to Southern 
to retain until the money was re- 
paid or sufficient royalties had ac- 
crued to make up the balance. It 
is alleged the defendant Southern re- 


fused to return the songs, although 
payment was offered, and _ that 
|Southern and ASCAP have reaped 
millions in profits from the songs. 


Defense is a general denial and an 
assertion that the songs are worth- 


| less. 





Berlin to Toronto 


Irving Berlin traveled up to To- 
ronto last Friday (20) to appear on 
a Canadian Broadcasting Corp. show 
on which one of his new tunes was 
introduced. It’s tabbed ‘When This 
Crazy World Is Sane Again.’ Barry 
Wood's vocalization of it was aired 
by shortwave to England as well as 
by longwave throughout Canada. 

Wood also sang Berlin’s ‘Arms for 
the Love of America’ and Berlin 
warbled his ‘God Bless America’ on 
the special shows. 





Joe Charles and Ed Selecto, Phila- 
delphia tunesmiths, had their ‘Hello, 
My Love’ taken by Jimmy Lunce- 
ford’s New Era Music. 


owed ASCAP | 


the American So-| 


Duffy Forces ASCAP Rep 
To Reveal Wisc. Income; 
Tavern Men Fight Hard 


Milwaukee, June 24. 
Sniping against the American So- 
|ciety of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers still goes on in the courts 
here, Judge, F. Ryan Duffy taking 
another pot shot from the Federal 
bench this past week in ordering 
Robert A. Hess, ASCAP’s Wisconsin 
counsel, to reveal] the amount of the 
society’s 1940 income in Wisconsin. 
It was disclosed that approximately 
$60,000 in fees was collected in this 


state during the year for the use of 
| copyrighted ASCAP music. 


| Previously, in a hearing before 
Court Commissioner Morris Stern, 
| Hess had refused to give any in- 
| formation regarding ASCAP finances. 
It was sought by Fred R. Wright, 
legal rep for Wiley Young, president 
of the Wisconsin Tavern Keepers’ 
association, who is being sued by 
ASCAP for $250 damages for alleged 
copyright infringement. The tavern 
men’s organization is fighting the 
| case every step of the way, to obtain 
court rulings that will have their 
|effect on many other cases now 
pending. 

| When Hess declined to give in- 
formation sought before the court 
commissioner, the questions were 
| certified to Judge Duffy. A demand 
|that~ASCAP financial records be 
produced in court was dropped when 
| Hess reluctantly disclosed the so- 
ciety’s 1940 Wisconsin income. A 
demand for other documents wanted 
by the tavern men’s attorney was 
taken under advisement. 

It is reported that the tavern keep- 
ers, having ascertained what ASCAP 
collected, now want to find out in 
detail just how the money was dis- 
bursed. 
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Warners Axe Staffs 


Warner 





Bros. publishing group 
last week issued notice to eight 
members of its professional staff 
and also to several arrangers. It’s 
the first wholesale letout in this 
organization since the break be- 
tween the networks and ASCAP 
Jan. 1. 

Among the professional men af- 
fected are Mickey Addy, Irving 
Brown and George Schottler, of the 
New York staff, and Al Beilen, Joe 
Burns and Herbie Lutz, of the mid- 
west staff. In addition to notices 
salary cuts were imposed, some of 
these, it is said, amounting to 40%. 





Al Beilin’s Background 
Chicago, June 24. 
Al Beilin, for past three years 
music representative of Remick, has 
been let out. Beilin is one of the real 
veterans for Chicago music field. No 
replacement yet selected. 


Song Bootleggers 
Nearly Driven 


Out of Business 


-_-—_-—- 





Walter G. Douglas, chairman of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion, last week informed the MPPA’s 
membership that as the result of a 
mop-up by members of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation and New 
York police the end of bootleg song- 
sheets was virtually in sight. Only 
distributor of contraband songsheets 
left in the country, stated the letter, 
was operating out of a midwest city 
and this situation, Douglas said, 
would be cleared up shortly. 

The roundup in New York City 
produced the printer as well as the 
distributors and street hawkers of 
the ‘Flash’  songsheet. The 11 
arrested were arranged before U.S. 
Commissioner Isaac Platt. Of this 
group the two printers and the dis- 
tributor were held each in $1,000 
bail, while the others were each re- 
quired to put up a bond of $500. The 
raided printing plant, operated by 
Alexander Aliani and Fernando 
Costa, allegedly turned out 30,000 
illegal songsheets a week. 





Cc. F. Temkins, Philadelphia, sold 
his ‘In a Dew-Kissed Valley’ to Re- 
publie for a forthcoming Gene Aut- 
rey screen saga. 








GALLO PROPOSALS 
‘Ghat ~ BUILDING 


OO 


Niles Trammell, NBC prez, 
has advised ASCAP that as soon 
as he has cleared up some mat- 
ters that have piled up in his 
office because of his protracted 
stay in Washington he would 
himself sit down and go over the 
terms of a licensing contract. 

He said that he had heped te 
do it within the next day or two, 
meaning today (Wednesday) or 
tomorrow. At no time, it was 
pointed out has NBC broken off 
negotiations with ASCAP since 
Mark Woods, NBC v.p., got into 
the picture five weeks ago. 

The feeling in the music trade 
yesterday (Tuesday) was that 
for the first time since the Jan. 1 
break NBC and ASCAP were 
actually somewhere near a re- 
conciliation, 


Probability of CBS and the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers sitting down in the 
immediate future to consummate a 
licensing agreement was shattered 
Monday (23) when the ASCAP board 
of directors voted to refer the con- 
tract proposal submitted by CBS 
that same day to (1) its regular 
counsel, Frohlich & Schwartz, and 
(2) David L. Podell, whom the So- 
ciety has recently retained to start 
a triple damage anti-trust action 
against Columbia, NBC, BMI, RCA 
and the National Association of 
Broadcasters. The ASCAP board 
was of the opinion that the letter 
which accompanied Columbia’s pro- 
posal constituted in itself a strong 
case of conspiracy. 

There were some indications late 
yesterday (Tuesday) that NBC would, 
before the current week was over, 


(Continued on page 36) 


ASCAP SPLITS 
MILLION FOR 
MORALE 


Board of directors of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publiskes voted Monday (23) 
to distribute $1,000,000 in royalties 











Rocco Vocco, Loyal to ASCAP, Decide 
Not to Take Over Lombardo 's Firms 





At the last minute a deal 
Rocco Vocco to take over Guy Lom- 
bardo’s two publishing companies, | 
Olman Music Corp. and London Mu- | 
sic Co., Ltd., was called off. Vocco, 
who considered leaving Bregman, 
Vocco & Conn, Inc., of which he is 
president, and operate Olman and 
London Music, the latter of which is 
BMI, decided that, primarily, his 
loyalties lay with the Society. 

Guy Lombardo, who is currently 
appearing at the Broadway Strand 
with his orchestra, stated Tuesday 
that ‘my pal Rocco is still welcome 
to both of them because we still 


want to get out of the music pub- 
lishing business. There’s been so 
much resentment about bandleaders 
who are publishers that I just want 
to bow out. It’s never been worth 
it, and we formed London Music 
only aS a convenience to clear in- 
dependent tunes for BMI rights, but 
we never made nor lost anything 
with either firm. 

‘As a matter of fact, Olman Music 
has been closed, i.e., not operated 
since jast October and Jimmy Camp- 
bell just left our London Music firm 
and we'll just use that for technical 
copyright clearances.’ 


{ Lombardo stated that when Vocco 


for | visited him in Pittsburgh last week, 
| where the band was performing, a 


| to 





| 


The deal became hot 

that they 
Olman 
At the 


| deal was set. 
the degree 
ing over the 
Music books. 


were go- 
and London 
ASCAP board 
meeting on Monday (23), when Gene 
Buck, presiding, asked board mem- 
ber Bregman if it were so, the latter 
reiterated his ‘loyalty to ASCAP.’ 

Lombardo’s two firms straddled | 
both the ASCAP and BMI fence. 
Olman Music is an ASCAP affiliate. 
The recently formed London Music 
—which Guy Lombardo actually 
started in behalf of Jimmy Camp- 
bell, the British music man, now in 
New York—is affiliated with Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. Under BMI radio 
blessing, London Music got a couple | 
tunes into the air in short order. 
Olman, of course, being ASCAP, has 
been restricted. 


Guy Lombardo states that while he | 
owns the newer London Music Corp.., 
he had turned over Olman Music | 
last year to his brothers Carmen and 
Liebert. | 

It was also reported around the | 
publishing trade that Sydney M. 
Kaye, BMI v.p., had agreed to fur- | 
nish Vocco with whatever finances | 
he needed to operate London Music 
Co., but of course that’s now cold. | 





| quarter of this year. 


| band 


to the membership for the second 
The checks 
iwill go out during the week of 
ie % 

The divvy is equal to the 
split for the like quarter of 
Couple board members suggested 
that the distribution be made sub- 
stantially less but the majority felt 
that since the money was available 


purse 
1940. 


lit ought to be turned over intact to 


the members at this time for the 
|favorable effect it would have on 
their morale, if nothing else. It was 
also figured that with a normal 
ASCAP check on hand publishers 


would be encouraged to retain their 


| staffs in spite of the protracted busi- 


ness break between NBC-CBS and 


| ASCAP, 


‘MBS’ LUNCHEON FOR 
PUBS IS POSTPONED 


Mutual Network will give that 
luncheon for publishers affiliated 
with ASCAP and their professional 
managers next Tuesday (1). The 
feed had originally been set for yes-. 
terday (Tuesday), but Fred Weber, 
Mutual general manager, who ar- 
ranged the event and was to talk 
to the music men about intensify- 
ing co-operation between them and 
the network, later found that -he 
|night have to be in Washingten for 
the senate hearing on the White 
resolution on that day. 

Date for the network's luncheen to 
leaders and booking cffice 
executives has yet to be set. 
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8 MUSIC VARIETY Wednesday, June 25, 194] 
: ‘Larry Spier Succeeds | 
st Sheet Music Sellers 7 iti utual Networ § 
Bornstein As Nominator ; 
. : Larry Spier has replaced Ben| 
Woy ending Sune ol, S08) Bornstein as one of the mambers | . 
of the nominating committee named The following tabulation of network popular music performances is con- 
eh” Serre oe eres oy eee Pee ETE LT ETT Schumann by the publisher faction on the fined to WOR, New York release for Mutuak Broadcasting System, 
nei 8 aw teen, Mae ee Ss ....Schuberth ASCAP board. Candidates for the The compilation herewith covers the week beginning June 16 (Monday) 
5 aside ca URGES cia e Ran te Ken's boob ining Campbell five publisher vacancies on the and ending June 22 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m., and based on daily 
Maria 0 ET ell ng pe LR ene nae ...... Southern board will be cleared through this | recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting Service. 
Se NOE BE Bons vcubivebs ss Oss cxghescoscteseusvasese’ BMI committee. TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
T'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time.............+++6- Broadway Bornstein had asked that he be Aurora 2c. cceMicccccssccncccccveccececserecesecens Robbins PTT ee 20 
Nee LI i ode Gebbus oes stdercceeten tous Republic relieved of the assignment. DEE ELA dnc due s Oe oandsbied eee wiesecakeee a ee 12 
WO AP BEF UII vc bocce eb es ccc cer ecenenseencoente Southern NI Eas cu sien b aokeos re eaeh bs Oeewee Chbee eee Schuberth ...... 12 
ee ccsde cue edeec eosin nnn — NE en cs 6 o5 cd bbe 03s Sak Oea ee bake dane ene eueay 10 
Eee Sa ree ee re Se eee Tet ok IN i ee ee en ee daeene rie ae 9 
ye alld ee eee NS oc aae bes ageeeeee caer a Marks CBS Proposal You’re Dangerous—*Road to Zanzibar...........006. ae g 
*Dolores (‘Las Vegas Nights’). ........-eeseceeseeereereee Paramount Continued from page 35 Piaeres-<~ "1S VEEOS IER 6c csccectesescouns cobs Paramount “Perey 8 
ee SERA AA SAPrra Tiere rrr: er Republic ] | Chapel in the Valley.........ceseececccsseeseveees -».Witmark ......, 8 
Band Played On.......... cee ee cece cere ee ee eee enee renee P.D. and, if necessary, submit the matter | Don’t Cry, Cherie ............secseeeee eee eeeeeeeees Shapiro ......... 6 
WN TINE Ey dbeae ss cescdvocccnceccncccsccsescesccerceerss Willson to arbitration. (Publishers read this | I Found a Million Dollar Baby—*Million Dollar Baby Remick ........, 6 
clause to mean CBS apparently an- | Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss the Boys Goodbye....Famous ........, 6 
*Filmusical. ticipates the FCC’s demand that the | Love Me a Little Little .......... cece eseeeeeeeeeees Mayfair ........ 5 
network abandon control of stations My Sister and I.............ceeeeeeeeneeeeeees Meh ye RE 6 
outside the three key points, New There Goes That Song Again.............0.00eeeeeee SN Unacd'ieis i, . 
. ° © York, Chicago and Los Angeles). Beau Night in Hotchkiss Corners.................5. ES ES 5 
SPA Joins BMI In Le al Action LOCAL STATION BLANKET (Corn Silk ..... phe ste cesnsspeeestcnicenssdsduce econ ee 5 
LICENSE | I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time............ . Broadway ...... 5 
One I Love Belongs to Somebody Else......:........ WOPHOE on sicscos 5 
e,° bd 9 (Fees also to apply to CBS owned where You Are—*Great American Broadcast........ | Eee 5 
To Force Definition of Pu 1S ers and operated stations). | Everything Happens to Me ...........ccceecsuceecs . Embassy ....... : 
BO Ge Tie TOE CUUOUIED FUGUE Bie | Wirte TON. ic ccccocccccccccccgscscedebesseuec¥Vees Southern ....... 4 
| cal and national spot sales over its Memory of a Rose .........0-.eeececeecsecceeeeeues Shapiro ........ 4 
> ‘stations as averaged for the years) Nighty Night .........c...cceccec cece eeeeteeeeeees Beacon ......... 4 
Contro} of Performance ts 1936 to 1939, inclusive. Se De OO OO i ova ews ob oi sneventceeedenece Embassy ........ 4 
1%% on the excess of such re- When the Sun Comes Out ...........-..ceseeeeeeeee aaa 4 
\ ecinte over this average. | You Stepped Out of a Dream—*Ziegfeld Girl........ Feist ........... 4 





Songwriters Protective Association 
will participate, it was disclosed Sat- 
urday (21), in the suit which Broad- 
east Music, Ine., and E. B. Marks has 
brought against the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers for a declaratory on the 
question as to whether the publisher 
or the writer owns the right to a 
eopyrighted number. John Schul- 
man, SPA counsel, will seek to enter 
the case, although the litigation tends 
to put ASCAP in the dilemma of 
taking sides against either one of | 
the two factions (writers and pub- 
lishers) which compose its member- 
ship. 

The test action which BMI and 
Marks have entered in the N.Y. su- 
preme court is one that the ASCAP 
publishers themselves have avoided 


for years. Their lawyers have feared 
that if the question of who owns 
the small (or performing) rights 
ever came to a legal showdown the 
pubs might find themselves out in 
the cold on the theoretical ground 
that every right which a publisher 
holds stems from the original right 
granted the writer, who does the ac- 
tual registering, under the copyright 
law. What the publisher operates 
with is an assignment of a ‘ight 
-which the law gives to the writer, 
and not the publisher. It is because 
of this status that the publisher is 
required to get the writer to register | 
for a renewal of copyright even 
though the publisher has a bona fide 
contract for the renewal rights. 

Marks’ Claim 


Ever since Marks signed up with 
BMI the latter has been hesitant 
about authorizing its station and net-'! 
work subscribers to broadcast the 
works of ASCAP writers in the 
Marks catalog. Now for purposes 
of court argument BMI and Marks 
claim that Marks owns all the rights 
in the certain works of ASCAP 
writers which were created and 
copyrighted before they became 
ASCAP members, The oldies selected 
for the test case are ‘Bluer Than 
Blue’ by Lew Pollack and Tot Sey- 
mour, ‘You Fit in the Picture’ by 
Bud Green and Jesse Greer . and 
Johnson. All these are ASCAP 
‘Mississippi River’ by J. Rosamond 
members. 

ASCAP through John Paine, its 
general manager, met the filing of 
the suit with a statement which 
twitted BMI about having ‘to seek 
some ASCAP vitamins to bolster up! 
@ diet of ersatz music which has been ' 
distressing the appetites of listeners 








| 


and sponsors alike.’ Wichita Transportation Booster Club | 





| 
Mex Symph to XEQ 


Mexico City, June 24. | 


XBQ (50,000 watts) has the as-. 
gzignment of broadcasting Mexico’s 
greatest seasonal musical event, con- 





certs of the Mexican Symphonic Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, | television, 
Orchestra from the Palace of Fine Sept. 1. 


Arts, XEQ has made special ar-, 
rangeinents for widening the audi- 


7 


|these programs and so we can rule 





Top British Plugs 


(May 26-June 1) 





London, June 6. 


A sustaining fee of $12 for any 
stations which has net receipts of 
less than $50,000 from the sale of lo- | 
cal and national spot business, in 
any year, or a sustaining fee of | 
eight times the highest half-hourly | 
card rate for stations which have | 
such net receipts of between $50,000 | 
and $150,000, or a sustaining fee of | 
12 times the highest half-hourly 
card rate for stations which have 
such net receipts in excess of $150,- 
000 per year. 


LOCAL STATION PER PROGRAM 
LICENSE | 


For commercial programs using 


substantial ASCAP music—6.6% of 





Over the Hill........ dus sens C-C 
London T Love. ......8. Chappell 
First TAUB. ss .seces Maurice 
ll TRE ECOPOs 5. ccs Wright 
Johnny Pedler......... ascot aes 
America, I Love You...... FDH 
Does She Love Me?. .Cinephonie 
TE EesOVO TOUs iiss ccs . Chappell 
Dream Valley....... séesn ees Sun 
Let There Be Love....Chappell 
It’s Always You..... ... Victoria 
SS Se re Chappell 


— 


SHEPARD LIMITS: 


ASCAP TUNES 
TO 0%, 


Boston, June 24. 

Bands broadcasting from any loca- 
tion picked up by Station WAAB 
and sent to Mutual, cannot play over 
50% ASCAP tunes on a program, 
according to an edict handed down 
by John Shepard, 3rd, president of 
the Yankee and Colonial networks 
here. 

‘We are not going to allow these 
broadcasts to become a song-plug- | 
gers’ paradise for music publishers 
connected with ASCAP. We pick up 





as we wish. However, if Mutual 
wishes, it can refuse to take them. 
This rule applies only to pickups 
sent to Mutual. We have not signed 


with ASCAP locally, so none of their | 


tunes are played in those instances.’ 


On the Upbeat 


bees Continued from page 32 





























ple, reeds; Maury Paul, piano and | 


accordion; Bob Hartley, bass; Joe 
Martin, drums; Carl LaMagna, Seb 


Mercurio, Leonard Selic, violins; 
Alice Mann, vocals. 
Arnold Tenglund, from Everett 


Hoagland, returning to Harold 
Austin’s band, Buffalo, on trombone. 
Replaces George Sedola now with 
Bob Armstrong crew at Beaver 
Island Casino, Grand Island, N. Y. 


Glenn Miller’s orchestra will play 


for annual ‘Coronation Ball’ of 


to be held at Forum July 4. Dance 
will be under management of Troca- 
dero. 





Harry Owens opens at the Mira- | 


mar, Santa Monica, Cal., July 3 with 





| 
his Royal Hawaiians. | 


Richard Himber and his orchestra 
open the new supper room at the | 





| 


Maximilian Bergere’s orchestra 


ence for these concerts, taking them having opened at Ross = Fenton 
to, all sections of the country for the Farms on Jersey shore, Nat Brand- 


first time. 


/wynne with his 11 men are substi- 


The Orchestra, which is perform- tuting at Club Versailles, N. Y. Pan- | 


ing under a government subsidy, is chito’s 


conducted by Carlos Chavez. 


OFA mE Et oor 





rhumba continues in his 


'fourth year. 


net receipts is to be paid to ASCAP. 


For commercial programs making 
only incidental use of ASCAP| 
(such as single theme or signature, | 
bridge or background music, ar- 
rangements of public domain music 
and incidental music in connection 
with public events or sports broad- 
casts)—1.2% of such net receipts. 

For sustaining use—1% of net rev- 
enue which would have been re- 
ceived if sustaining program had | 
been sold at card rates for maximum 
number of weeks and time per week 
with allowance of maximum dis- | 
counts and advertising agency com- | 
missions, but not exceeding 11% times | 
sustaining fee paid by the stations 
in 1940. 

In computing net receipts, whether 
for commercial programs or as as- 
sumed for sustaining programs, any 
program cleared and paid for at the 
source shall be excluded, in the same 
manner as network programs are 
excluded, 

BASIS FOR APPLYING LOCAL 

RATES 

Foregoing percentage rates, both 
| blanket and per program, apply so 
| long as stations have net receipts of 
| Over $100,000 per year. If net re- 
ceipts fall betow this figure, the pay- 
| ments made to ASCAP for commer- 
' cial use under blanket licenses and | 
for the various uses under per pro- 


| 
| 


.gram licenses will be reduced as 
follows: 
Station 

Net Receipts Reduction 
4 $80,000 to $100,000........... T2% 
| $60,000 to $80,000............ 16% 
| $40,000 to $60,000............ 29% 
| $25,000 to $40,000. . 39% 
| $15,000 to $25,000.... 46% 
Under $15,000........ : 50% 


CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT 


1, All contracts up to Dec. 31, 

1949, subject to five-year extension 

|; at option of licensees, at rates and 
, terms to be fixed by arbitration. 


2. Substantially all CBS stations 
shall agree to reimburse CBS that 
portion of the 2% payment on net- 
| work receipts made to ASCAP by 
| CBS which is equal to 2% of net- 
work payments to stations. Balance 
of this 2% payment to ASCAP will 
be borne by CBS. 

3. ASCAP shall agree not to look 
to the network for payment on busi- 
ness fed to states where there are 
' laws barring such arrangements, 

4. Licenses shall be available for 
frequency modulation, 
short wave and experimental stations 
owned by regular station licensees at 
a nominal fee until such stations start 
to break even. (ASCAP does not 
control the television rights of its 
members), 





ASCAP and its members against li- 
censees to be released. 


| the: proposal. 
; |bia stated that it had taken the 
5. All claims of any nature of | matter up with 


*Filmusical excerpt. 





NBC-CBS Plugs 





Following compilation of plugs on 


NBC and Columbia's New York out- 


lets covers the week beginning June 16 (Monday) and ending June 22 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Diwnision of the College of the City 


| of New York. 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
rt ger eas water vee Gee oe keg Obs 4 Sc8'e Schuberth ...... 37 
rr rr eS TR be are he ee eh sans t Ske Schumann ...... 35 
ee a tO Ne A a oe a Ge basal oa aee Campoell .....:. 35 
NS PE oo NS el oes eae ead een aad oy 
RE ee ae ee ee ee Oe rer eI Lee ree | Ree 29 
My Gister and [.......:.: a ee ee ae ee Rae 29 
South of North Carolina............ Weer: Bare aan 25 
I he TE ee Ne cgi ok ® an Republic ....... 23 
REE OP DE SUEDE on 535s Sh Kons Be tea verdes sc nesuee ee eee 17 
Oe ie od 4 irs ea ee a ore.s dba RA Rie 0 K5ib 5-4 0 OOo Melody Lane.... 17 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night................... nee 17 

Ge Oy os i OOS TT Ce LL eee ah by ae aaies Melody Lane.... 16 
Everything Hapnens to Me. oocecs dlc csiccccvecgeccccs Embass) ........ 16 
3 LE SR ee eee eee re Easy a vhs oe 16 
Shar. BAR ohio RR Ge a sabe Fe Ee Southern ....... 16 
IEE, ET, er es gs Sale wquaiei a6 eaten ..Nationwide ..... 16 
ENDED eee . on eee ee a eee eee ERE “ob ia'h es a4 15 
NO MNOEE an ai diasbra 0 S0 ad Evade y.0e baw cuatro’ wie RNIN. 600s ovic.<e 14 
I ES ese ns one Ny oe te a ae phd Se eN BO@RCON «a...s<.« F4 
it's Se Peaceful in the Country... .:......0.ccccen .. : ee 12 
Peer: 20 TNMISRY DONC. 5 ics oi ki oe bas chews Ls a 12 
BOC 8 Cree Away from TE Al. . ok. cos ve cdcccccasecece hi) ee 11 
There'll Be Some Changes Made................e00. |, ree 11 
Until Tomorrow.......... bat ssc te SUEMDEIO Sescias 11 
PS ee SN OE bik bho chk ae caNe kv bee vl ea ees ee ere ee 11 
Georgia on My Mind............... TCT ere ee ee 10 
eRe: INE EI RIES wks 6 vk go bvancuke bd ceeeeveeeres eee 10 


What Word Is Sweeter Than Sweetheart?............ Reis-Taylor ..... 10 











CBS ‘Insincere’ 


ms CONtinued from page 35 











show a bona fide interest in working 
out a deal with ASCAP. With Niles 
Trammell, NBC prez, relieved for a 
while from almost regular residence 
in Washington because of the sena- 
torial hearings on the White resolu- 
| tion, the impression current yester- 
day was that Trammell himself would 
| step into the negotiations which Mark 
Woods, v.p., has been carrying on 
with ASCAP and see whether the 
loose ends could not be tied up satis- 
factorily. 

Even if there isn’t a convincing 
rapprochement between NBC and 
ASCAP it isn’t likely that the So- 
ciety will file its anti-trust action 
before the early part of next week. 
Podell has, in his meetings with 
ASCAP’s regular counsel, expressed 
an anxiety to build a comprehensive 
case, with all evidence and data in- 
tact, before actually drawing up the 
complaint, so that the Society would 


be prepared to petition the court for 
(an advancement on | 


|a preference 


' the trial calender) and go to bat im- | 
mediately should the petition be 
| granted. 


| Members of the ASCAP board at 
_their meeting Monday (23) voiced 
much surprise at the methods used 
| by CBS in relaying its contract pro- 
|posal. The terms were carried in 
| the daily press even before the pro- 
posal was actually received at 
ASCAP headquarters. The board 
|expressed itself as not only sur- 
prised but astonished by the con- 
tents of the letter which came with 
In this letter Colum- 


its affiliates and 


| found that they had agreed with 


terms of the proposal. The board 


construed this as an unquestionable 
admission of what it called a com- 
bination in restraint of trade, even 
though the executive committee of 
the Independent Radio Network Af- 
filiates recently advised an ASCAP 


delegation they didn’t want the 
networks to negotiate for them. 
Unanimous sentiment on _ the 


ASCAP board was also that CBS 
had not submitted the proposal as a 
sincere proposition, but that it had 
merely come forth with it at this 
time for the purpose of building a 
record in the event ASCAP went 
through with its anti-trust action. 
Under such circumstance it was the 
thought that ASCAP should pursue 
no other coursé with regard to the 
proposal than to refer it to counsel. 

The board of directors @f the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
is slated to meet in New York to- 
|morrow (Thursday), but it could not 
be ascertained yesterday (Tuesday) 
whether discussion cf ASCAP and 
the latter’s pending anti-trust action 
was on the board’s agenda. 


Music Notes 


| W. C. Handy’s autobiography, 
|‘Father of the Blues,’ will be pub- 
|lished July 1 by Macmillan. The 
| book is edited by Arna Bontemps, 
, with an introduction by E. Abbe 
| Niles, 








| Otis Renee cleffed ‘The Emperor’s 
| Bones,’ a ditty for the stage revue, 
| ‘Jump for Joy.’ 





| George Stoll doing the score for 
| the tunefilm, ‘Babes on Broadway,’ 
/at Metro. 
| Bronislau Kaper drew the scoring 
assignment on Metro’s ‘Whistling in 
the Dark.’ 
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It’s Now Ex-Benny the Bum 





Philly Nitery Operator Deplores Trademark ‘Isn’t 
Worth a Dime Anymore’ 





a. 
¥ 


Philadelphia, June 24. 
Benny the Bum, last link with the 


local speak era, is plotting an- 
other comeback in_ table-for-two 
operations. But without the w.k. 


trade mark. Sippers and snackers 
will hereafter know him by his given 
name—Benjamin Fogelman, It'll be 
the same intimate spot billed as 
Benny the Bum’s until the Fed 
agents confiscated all the liquid re- 
freshments coupla months ago in 
lieu of taxes. New billing will be on 
the smartie side, something like ‘The 
Epicure’ under the management of 
Benjamin Fogelman.. Everything 
will be the same but the name, says 
Fogelman, figuring on a July 4 
preem to make the opening a big 
bang. 

As Benny the Bum, Fogelman be- 
came a rather fabulous character. 
Even the late Heywood Broun once 
devoted a whole column in praise of 
the Bum’s after-dark hospitality. 

Moniker was once rated worth a 
million, but now Fogelman says it 
isn’t hardly worth a dime, reminding 
how he continually turned down 
deals to allow the name to be used 
in other cities. Only recently, he 
says, a New York combine offered 
him a 20% absentee ownership for 
permission to use the name for an 
exclusive Benny the Bum’s in New 
York’s east side. Blames union 
trouble and an ill-advised step in. 
trying to cater to the masses for the| 
trademark’s deterioration. His for- 
mer main stem spot is now the Club| 
Bali. 

Only other time in the past that 
lthe Bum’s tag was missing was| 
when NBC stretched a network wire 
to his mass nitery for dance remotes. 
Net officials wouldn’t condone use of 
‘the Bum’ to identify the originating 
point and announcers called it | 
“‘Benny’s Casino.’ Benny yanked the 
wires out pronto. 


CANTOR OUTDRAWS 
‘SCANDALS’ IN A. C. 


Atlantic City, June 24. 

The s.a. of George White’s dame- 
studded ‘Scandals’ at Hamid’s Mil- 
lion Dollar Pier over the weekend 
was a definite second in boxoffice 
lure to Eddie Cantor's p.a. at the 
Steel Pier. 

This despite the fact that the 
comedian had only a few people in 
his troupe, while the ‘Scandals’ unit 
was heavily peopled. ‘Scandals’ con- 
tinues the rest of the week without 
any vaude competition. Cantor 
in for just the weekend. 











Chaney-Fox Take Leave 
Due to Fox’s Illness 


Philadelphia, June 24. 


Ballroom team of Chaney and Fox | 


dropping out of circulation for a 
spell. Eddie Fox has, recuperated 
from his recent illness here, but 
medicos figured it best that he go to 


Hot Springs, Ark., to complete his 
recovery. 

Meantime, Mayris Chaney hops 
to Frisco to look after her busi- 


ness interests. 
of chapeau shops on the coast. 





Anger Preps ‘Rochester’ 
Troupe Upon Request 


Washington, June 24. 
When he played for Earle theatre 
here two years ago, Eddie ‘Roches- 
ter’ Andersen was enthusiastic over 
the staging for his act then arranged 
by Harry Anger, managing director 
and production chief at the house. 


Embarking now on another personal | 


appearance tour, the radio and pic- 


ture comic has again come to Anger, | 


this time for staging the show be- 
fore it hits the road. 


Unit which Rochester heads also | 


includes Gracie Barrie, Dick Stabiie’s 
orchestra and Waltdn and O’Rourke. | 


Palmed the Wrong Pot 





San Francisco, June 24. 

You can ‘swipe anything if 
you're bold enough, Karl Ro- 
maine, local theatrical photog, 
discovered this week. Night club 
dancer got permish from her 
boss to borrow a palm tree as 
atmosphere for studio shots, so 
Romaine sent a truck for the 
potted forest. Didn’t discover 
until the gal showed up for pic- 
tures that he’d gone to the wrong 
nitery and picked up somebody 
else’s tree. 

Took it back next day and no- 
body knew the diff. 


WSM HILLBILLY 
TROUPE UNDER 
CANVAS 


Nashville, June 24. 














Was | 


She operates a string | 


‘Grand Ole Opry,’ WSM’s, Satur- 
; day night hillbilly show opens its 
| first road tour Monday (30) in 
| Bainbridge, Georgia. The Opry will 
tour Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
|'Tennessee, and the Carolinas and 
play all towns with 5,000-10,000 pop- 
| ulation. 
Will play Monday through Friday 
with cast, then returning to WSM 
| for the Saturday show. Seven 
| trucks, a 3,000 capacity, tent, and two 
| lighting units as well as six changes 
| of scenery are included in the mobile 
| equipment. 
| Roy Acuff and the Smoky Moun- 
| tain Boys, Jam-Up and Honey, Uncle 
Dave Macon and his son, form 
nucleus of show. This party will 
play all dates, with other acts from 
Opry being included in areas where 
they have most popularity. 

The tour will close September first. 


Carroli’s, Phily, Cited 
On Liquor Violation Rap: 














Philadelphia, June 24. 
Carroll’s Cafe, downtown supper 
club featuring a burlesque floor show 


| policy, was hit hard by the State 
Liquor Control Board tn Saturday 
(21). Stanley H. Carroll, operator, 


ordered to show cause why his liquor 
license should not be revoked. Hear- 
ing set for July l. 

Six violations were slapped against 
the spot, including Sunday sales, 
permitting dancing and entertain- 
ment after hours, improper enter- 
| tainment, permitting the entertainers 
to associate with the patrons, insuffi- 
cient illumination, and for advertis- 
ing the type of entertainment outside 
| the premises. 
| Marks third 





time Carroll’s was 
cited. On first occasion, charges 
were dismissed, but the second cita- 
| tion, in February of this year, re- 
| sulted in a 45-day license suspension 
which was compromised by payment 
|Of the per usual $10-per-day fine 











|rate. Spot has been a terrific click 
since last fall, when the strippers 
came in. 

COURTING CABBIES 
Jersey Roadhouse Operator Throws 
Party as Biz Gesture 

Philadelphia, June 24 
Neil Deighan, who earlier in the 





month opened a 
| Jersey side, calling it Deighan’s Cafe, 
has made sure that the taxicab 
| drivers in town all think well of him. 
Cabbies have been known to make or 
break many a road spot in these 
| parts. 


He invited all the Yellow Cab! 


roadhouse on the! 


SOLDIERS BROKE, 
AVERS SHOWMAN 


R. E. McIntyre, Biz Manager 
of Troupe, Tells of Obsta- 
cles of Camp Touring in 
Explaining His Outf it’s 
Bad Beating During 2- 
Month Trip 








DROPPED $8,000 


‘Soldiers are always broke,’ la- 
mented R. E. McIntyre, business 
manager of All-American Musicals, 
Inc., in explaining how come the out- 
fit took such a bad beating during a 
two-month tour of Army camps with 
a 30-perfermer revue and has with- 
drawn from further military. adven- 
tures. 

‘When we'd arrive anytime after 
the fifth of the month,’ McIntype 
moaned, ‘the morale officer would 
say: ‘Gosh, it’s a shame you didn’t 
get here during the first couple days 
of the month, right after the boys 
got paid and had money.’ And when 
we'd get into a camp on the first, 
second, third or fourth, the morale 
officer would say: ‘Gosh, business is 
going to be punk. The boys just got 
paid and have all gone to town to 
make hay.’ 

That was only one of several rea- 
sons, however, why All-American 
Musicals, produced by H. S. Booker, 
who’s impresarioed all over the 
world, dropped $8,000 on its $20,000 
investment. 

(This was a straight commercial 
unit and should not be confused with 
free shows now playing camps on 
mobile truck stages. They are 
financed by the United Service Or- 
ganizations.) 


Film Conflict 

There’s no point in going out, Mc- 
Intyre declared, unless it is deter- 
mined in advance that the camp will 
cancel its film shows while the revue 
is playing. At a number of camps 
where it was necessary to use the 
picture theatre, post officers refused 
ito cancel even one of the two film 
performances nightly, forcing 
All-American troupe to start its per- 
formance at 10:45 p.m. That meant 
obtaining the commanding officer’s 
Okay for the soldiers to stay up an 
extra hour, and, even so, the boys 





necessity of arising at 
staring them in the face. 

Letter to the War Dep 
brought immediate okay to 
the film, McIntyre said, but many 
theatre officers wouldn’t do it be- 
cause it made trouble in filling out 
different reports from the usual ones. 
Only tremendously successful date 
played was Fort Shelby, Hattiesburg, 


5:45 a.m. 


ar sia! 
cance] | 


plastering the cantonment’ with | 
1,500 cards and 15,000 throwaways. 








the | 


ITFALLS IN ARMY SHOWS — 





\Gertrade Lawrence Completes Plans 
For Entertainment at Camp Edwards 


,™ 
» 4 





Cut-Rate Khaki 


Boston, June 24. 

Gertrude Lawrence has completed 
plans for a comprehensive entertain- 
ment program at Camp Edwards and 
a talent search among the soldiers, 
who will later appear on shortwave 
broadcasts to the soldiers of Britain, 
via WRUL. 

Miss Lawrence heads the Enter- 
tainment National Service Associa- 
tion in America and has had her plan 
approved by Lt.-Col. Paul Murray, 
camp commander. In addition, she 
seeks latent writing talent at the 
camp by holding skitwriting con- 
tests, with prizes awarded winners. 
In turn, she hopes to have British 
soldiers broadcast similar programs 
to the boys here. 


| Miss Lawrence participated in a 

| ‘Broadway Calling’ broadcast from 

WRUL, assisted by Governor 

SERVICE EN Leverett Saltonstall. In a brief talk 
BIG IN S. F. 


address to Basil Dean, head of the 
Entertainment National Service As- 

San Francisco, June 24. 
Cut rates for men in uniform, in- 


sociation of England, she said. 
‘I worry for our beloved land, but 
augurated at all Fox-West Coast 
houses here (19), with virtually all 


| I do not fear for her, because I know 
that with England victorious, it 
means the salvation of the word of 
God. I will not believe that it is 
His will that we should perish, but 
His desire that we prove worthy of 
other houses following suit, are 
clicking big with the boys. Most/ this with more than just a penny- 
notable reaction is from sailors, who worth of religion. ; 
have been based here for years at | So, now,.let’s enjoy this hour to- 
i | gether and try to forget our separa- 
Mare Island Navy Yard and never | tion In these days, two words have 
got such a break before. Gobs can 
Moon Over England,’ written by 
| Patricia Van Alen, a young English 
With probably 50,000 service men | girl now residing in New York, who 
stationed in this area, houses here are | played the accompaniment for Miss 
expecting heavy play. Patriotic ges- | Lawrence. 
| 





Los Angeles, June 24. 

Men in Uncle Sam’s uniforms 
get a break under the new rules 
adopted by Fox-West Coast the- 
atres, and indie groups are mull- 
ing the saine idea. 

Under the whittled admission 
system for service men, admis- 
sions of 40c and 50c are re- 
duced to 25c. Tickets selling to 
civies at 36c and 3lc will go to 
the uniformed boys at 2lc; 30c 
and 27c prices are lowered to 
20c; 25c to 17c, and 20c to 15c. 














‘Forgive this seriousness. I am 
only echoing the thoughts of ev-"” 

Christian mind throughout the 

world today, and it is comfor.ing to 

know that we shall all come out of 

standing room in Heaven, and so I 

; say, ‘Hello England’.’ 

return their change. Draftees take She sang several songs including, 
it for granted mostly. ‘Fine and Dandy,’ ‘Memory Song,’ 
One Fox house was approached by | and introduced a new number, ‘New 
two visiting British tars, who were 
given the same service rate. 





our heritage. 

come to mean mpre to me than 
hardly believe it when the cashiers 
ture will benefit theatres on average The remainder of the half-hour 
runs, but will cost houses money | broadcast ingluded recorded selec- 
when biz is brisk. New scale broke | tions by Lanny Ross, the Bailey 
|simultaneously with ‘Caught in the | Sisters and Ben Bernie’s orchestra. 
Draft’ at the Paramount. Playing to | This was followed by a return broad- 
capacity anyway, jump in cut-rate | cast from England which she heard 


seats dented the possible gross some- | in WRUL’s Studio. 
what. Golden Gate (RKO) with An- | 











| weren’t anxious to come, with the| til Wednesday (2) due to the hanies | 


| 


eee sree at tne aeerics felayine | ARMY CAMPS NO AID TO 
N.0. CAFES, THEATRES 





demand for seats this week. 
New Orleans, June 24. 


Show-a-Day by H’ wood 
| Although hundreds of soldiers 
Talent for Cal. Camps from nearby army camps come here 


for recreation each weekend, the 
| bars and night clubs in the French 
| Quarter and the theatres of the city 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Committe handling film talent for 


“ey where the theatre officer, Major | Army camp recreation has set up a| have profited little by it. 
R. Peyroux, an ex-showman, can- route and is organizing a new show, | 
ae the films and went to town on | slated to 


Theatres 
soldiers 
area. 

One reason why the night clubs 


report a sprinkling of 


open at Camp Callan nightly in the downtown 


June 27. 
Rest of the circuit consists of Camp | 


Even so, of the 10-day men at} Haan, June 28; San Luis Obispo, | and other drinkeries haven't been 
Shelby, one day produced $27.60 in| June 29; Camp McQuade, June 30,/| cleaning up on the visiting soldiers 
receipts. It was one of the two days!and Hamilton Field, bite i. is largely attributed to the friendly 
| the troops were out on maneuvers. | ichceigsinniaiananisie manner in which New Orleans has 
At Fort Benning, Ga., there were | M. D. EYES HILDEGARDE received them. Free dances, free 
four days of the nine-day run when | | shows, free parties sponsored by civic 
the soldiers were all out after only | minded individuals, clubs and asso- 
12 hours notice to Booker. Singer Has Had | Infected Throat, | cjations have given the boys more 

Matter of boys lacking coin was| Missing Chi Shows | good.clean entertainment that the 

(Continued on page 38) : ee |Army and Navy dreamed existed 
Chicago, June 24. | pore 4 
Hildegarde, currently starring in 


HOSTESSES GET TABOO 





Philadelphia, June 24. 
Grave concern shown by nitery 
operators here over passage in the 
House of a new State bill that would 
put hostesses on the run. 
Giving it a 193 to 6 stamp of ap- 


prohibiting the 


chase liquor. 
boss’ daughter from tending bar. 








Bob Pooley, WTAG, Worcester, 
orchestra leader, has added another 


First week of the projected six-week | drivers to his gay spot lagt Thurs- | vocalist to band—Kay Rolfe of De- 


jaunt opens Friday (27) at the Earle. 


'day for a party—on the house. 


‘troit. Kay Doyle also is with band. 


VIA PA. NITERY LAW. 


proval, bill passes to the State Senate | 
employment of} 
women ‘to entice’ customers to pur-| 
Measure even bans the | 








the Camellia House of the Drake ho- 
tel, has been under doctor’s care for 
the past week due to an infected 
throat. 

Missed the weekend appearances 
but returned to work last night 
(Monday). 


No Teasing Allowed 


Philadelphia, June 24. 
Carnival coming _ to nearby 
Gloucester City on the Jersey side 
wills have to give their strip teasers 
, time off with pay, for John F, Gor- 


| man, the mayor in that city, says 


there will be no teasing Gloucester. 
For the second time within a 








Pete Herman Reopens 


New Orleans, June 24. 

Pete Herman, former bantam- 
weight champion of the world, re- 
opened his Club Plantation, closed | 
some time ago for redecorating, | month, a carny had to leave town 
Thursday night (19). | before its scheduled stay was up 

George McQueen, former emcee at | because Hizzoner found its girlie 
Moulin Rouge, French Quarter | shows objectionable. World Famous 
nitery which folded recently, has | Shows, Inc., sponsored for a week’s 
taken over similar spot at Herman’s|stand by ‘the town’s Democratic 
club. ‘Clubs, quit after three days. 
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|} it is a classic. 
'tonations where she made reason secondary to rhyme. 





The Good Old Days 


Se ne i i 5 a ate tne tn in tt tl 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





Miss Young sang it well except for one or two minor in- 
But this is the 
type of work which is her high mark. 

It seems lamentable that the other song be lost, even though this one is 
so worthy. A bit of friendly advice to this artist would suggest that she 
do her old one and follow it with her new one immediately; it would 
make the new one even bigger and stronger and it would save for vaude- 
ville one of its surest entities. She might easily throw into the garbage 
pail whence it came the wench’s maladorous lament, which ske does not 
do as well as it deserves, and it deserves not to be done at all in theatres 
for nice people. It is the descendant of a soiled stag story and its tone 
is low without being amusing. It seems inconceivable that this girl, who 
does chorus girls so snappily, so interestingly, so truly, should persist in 























(Reprinted from Variety of June 24, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Monday evening 50-40, leaving the regulars to cut up the war tax. 
gentlemanly romantic-dramatic tenor of Ziegfeld renown scored as few 


'doing black washerwomen (and only washerwomen by inferential agree- 


|ment with the censor, as the intimation is less wholesome) and get noth- | 


ling back. Margaret Young’s way to headlining is the chorus girl’s way. 
Everything else she does must be ‘filler.” She will do better to employ admission to shows and other forms 


| while filler and keep it spotless. 


Adelaide Bell, a hefty and pretty girl who looks like a grown-up Cud- | 

Harland Dixon, familiar strangers in vaudeville, divided dles, opened. She had a male pianist who stuffed the Baps. 
John Steel and Harla : The many folks in, but they wouldn’t have been annoyed if they had been. 
Bertram and Seton about tied it up in the deuce hole. 


‘The act is there. 


There weren’t 


Official N.Y. Unit 
To Aid Services 
On Show Admish 


A committee of showmen and 
others, for the purpose of facilitating 








of recreation for men in the services 
visiting New York, is to be named 
| by Mayor La Guardia, Marshall Field 
| and Anna Rosenberg. It’s indicated 


_ and Dixon, heading the 16 Palace Girls, played just ahead Two men with strong voices and varied material hit it from the tap with that John Gold , 
maeve Gobe Here, an opera to the bell with the best yodeling heard here in moons. The mother en and Mrs. Julius 


of him and finished only slightly behind him. 


Steel sang nine songs, from an introductory mediey with lyrics beneath ballad was a jot under par, otherwise the routine is happily blended. | 


his caliber) to “Eli Eli,” which he rendered with the voice of a cantor- 
star and the emotionalism of a tortured soul. Steel is the answer to 


those wiseacres who say Shakespeare couldn’t write a vaudeville sketch did not hold them in with neat hanging and holding athletics. 


were he alive today and Caruso couldn't make good in an act in “one.” 
Steel, the delicate, silklined balladist of the highest priced legitimate, out- 
vaudevilled vaudeville. He had every trick of the trickster, the better 
done because he had every art of the artist. He proved as adept at keep- 
ing an ovation alive as the most notorious bow-stealer, but he did it with 
distinction. And his applause came from men as well as women and from 
the uppermost gallery seat as well as from the enthusiastic boxes. ' 

Steel need hunt no further for a future. Probably there rests in his 
cerebellum, hidden or outspoken, an ambition to be a concert soloist. He 
can easily attain it. But he need not. In vaudeville he has found-—and 
quickly and unequivocally—a career in itself, comprehensive, sufficient. 
He has the perfect combination—personality, appearance, fame, superior 
individual talent, bearing, poise, aplomb and a high-bred geniality. He 
wears clothes easily and impressively. He is a wicked master of colora- 
tura for finishing effects. He has upper and lower range. He isn’t ashamed 
to give fervent expression to homely sentiment in song. He doesn’t wear 
gloves. He is a corking headliner. ' 

What he did to Mel Klee was homicide. Klee, coming on at 10:56, went 
into his talk. There was no use singing. He had his comedy talk down 
and going well—that Al Herman monolog a la Jim Harkins pseudo Ed 
Wynn—and started into his mammy ballad. It was one of those moments 
that makes a professional sitting in front feel chills creep up the vertebrae. 
He was wringing his hands like Al Jolson and kneeling like Joe Darcey— 
but nothing could save him. Nobody could have sang in that spot follow- 
ing Steel except Steel. Klee, who has a comedy-smash act for all that it 
is a potpourri of others’ business, went right to the fall that was doomed. 
A little patter of hand-meeting, one chagrined bow, and it was over. He 
walked off at 11:14. It was no spot for him. Ahead of Steel he might 
have been among the hits. Following Steel, he got sympathy from those 
who understood and silence from those wko never will. 

Dixon and his Palace bimbos outdistanced the wallop they landed last 
week it seemed. Second after intermission, they were heartily greeted, 
and at the end of each single from Dixon’s nimble and unique feet and 
each company dance of the supertrained British girls there was a rocking 
salvo. Dixon was forced to a solo encore without music. Doyle and 
Dixon for many-a season had set the pace for two-men dancing teams. 
Dixon need not worry. He can go it alone and go it like the mischief. 
The girls worked without a hair out of tune or place. They looked like 
40 instead of 16—all animation, all synchronism. It is a pity that this turn 
cannot circle the vaudeville map. It might drive a few of the underdone 
‘girl acts’ back into tabs, 

Sig. Friscoe came next in sharing what glory was left. A cunning 
showman, this chap, who started with two hammers and a teawagon and 
finishes with a rattling act that ran as long as any and was welcomed 
and hilariously acclaimed throughout. Friscoe had his plants massed at 
strategic points and used them for the biggest woofs of the evening. 
Plenty of encores and all that goes with them here, opening intermission 
for a healthy hit. : 

Bill and Gordon Dooley and their Morin Sisters closed the first epoch. 
The falling and rough-and-tumble were immense. Laughs cracked upon 
laughs, but they kave and could have gone better. The girls worked 
smoothly and “belonged” on their own in their single and dual specialties. 
Leon Bloom, a young Chicago musician and composer, is the Dooleys’ 
leader. He handles the baton like a master and gives verve and snap to 
the act. 


Margaret Young has gone and done something. She has thrown away | 


| 


Ochs Adler, wife of the New York 


-Hymack got gasps on his breakaway, proteanisms and breathless novelty | Times publisher, will be co-chair- 


jump-ups. 


Lait. 








Army Show Pitfalls 


Continued from page 37 —meem 











partially solved by a credit system 
set up with the Post Exchange in 
each camp. It would sell the tickets 
on tick, coin to be taken out of the 
! rookies’ $21 at the end of the month, 
‘and remit the proceeds to the show 
minus a 10% discount. Trainees 
‘showed unusual qualities of thrifti- 
ness, however, McIntyre declared, 
‘exhibiting a distinct aversion to go- 
| ing into debt. 

Camps and posts with under 5,000 
population should be avoided like a 
| Hitlerian invitation to Berchtesgaden, 
McIntyre emphasized, while those 
'with 5,000-10,000 troops are good for 
‘only one or two days. Southern 
‘camps were best because they are 
bigger. 
| Complaining of the bad physical 
conditions, McIntyre said the show 
was forced to play in a steel and 
glass hangar at Maxwell Field, Mont- 
gomery, Ala.” Seats consisted of 1,200 
wooden benches on one level. When 
'a better theatre was offered outside 
;the immediate center of the post, 
McIntyre declared, it didn’t work 
'either, because the boys, after a day 
lof drill, wouldn’t walk two or three 
|miles for a show. 
| All-American troupe consisted of 
line of eight gals, Al Morrison, m.c.; 
Skating Carters (4), Bobby Carr & 
|Co. (3), Diana Noble, warbler; Nash 
'& Evans, boy-girl comedy team; 
| Betty Reeve, comic, and a 10-piece 
all-girl orch. In addition, there was 
|a company manager, advance man, 
‘sound man and truck driver, sending 
‘the payroll up to around $1,400 a 
week. 





Keep ’Em Rolling 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 24, 

Keep ’em rolling! 

This is attitude of thousands of 
Dixie-encamped__ soldiers, hailing 
}mainly from north and east, to 
motorized shows on the roads to 





her disgruntled chorus girl song. If there was one character ditty in the | chow soldiers a good time. 


business that deserved to live it was that one. 


When she announced that | 


Lew Parker show rolled into Camp 


she had a sequel to it there was an unrepressed ‘oh!’ for everyone who | Croft here last weekend, and, de- 
had given her a reception had meant ‘They Don’t Make ’Em Like That | spite absence from unit. of Allan 
Any More.’ Then she pulled a miracle. She started slowly with a re-| Jones recalled to Hollywood for pix 
cited song which turned out to be called something like ‘It’s a Long Way | purposes 18,000 Pennsylvanians, New 
From Childs to the Ritz,’ and it is a gem. From private sources it was | Yorkers, Jersey Illinois and Michi- 
reported that Jack Yellen wrote it. Whoever did should make it a play; | gan lads thronged the tented layouts 



















BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


e*aweredtes 


' for both shows and demanded more. 





Camp Wolters Show 


Mineral Wells, Texas, June 24. 

A Pullman-load of talent puiled 
out from Mineral Wells, headed by 
Chico Marx, after giving two shows 
in two days for the benefit of 
soldiers at Camp Wolters. The en- 
tertainers, coming here Saturday 
(21), made their first lap. of a tour 
of army camps of the Eighth Corps 
Area. 

The shows, sponsored by the Citi- 
zens Committee for the Army and 
Navy, Inc., went from here to Camp 
Barkeley for a program yesterday 
(Monday) and then the schedule 
called for departure for Camp 
Bowie at Brownwood, Fort Sam 
Houston at San Antonio, and several 
other camp sites of the area. 

The entertainers included Harry 
Savoy, m. c.; Tom Lane, singer; 
Janice Williams, tap dancer; Mar- 
jorie Gainsworth, singer, and Tommy 
Trent’s puppets. 

The Fort Worth Community Lit- 
tle Theatre brought its first attrac- 
tion, ‘The Trial of Mary Dugan,’ to 
Camp Wolters last week for the 
benefit of the 64th Infantry Train- 
ing Battalion. The battalion thea- 
tre was transformed into a court- 
room scene and trainees were 
chosen as jurors. 





Lou Iroff, Youngstown, O., booking 
agent, has opened offices in the 
Realty Building, that city. 





+ 
vv 


CHI AGVA TO RESCUE 
OF BERNI VICI UNI 


Chicago, June 24. 
Jack Irving, Chicago chief of 
AGVA, rescued Count Berni Vici 
unit again last week, rushing to To- 
ledo to help get performers out of 
town and obtain portions of salary. 


Irving also obtained week’s work 
in Milwaukee to pay them off. 








New Act in Theatre 








BERNARDS & ADORABLES (9) 
Dancing 

8 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Trio of male dancers, the Bern- 
ards, and a sextet of lookers who 
comprise the 6 Adorables, have 
worked up a satisfying and unusual 
turn that is satisfactory for most 
any type of stage bill. Group tees 
off here with a tastefully routined 
and smartly executed ballroom bit, 
then progresses to a short and fast 
stint using four girls. 

Punch finale brings an abrupt and 
surprising change of pace in view of 
the sedate groove of the opening rou- 
tine. Entire troupe swings into a 
hot and fast burlesque of wedding 
of a couple jitterbugs. At least that’s 


of the men don a minister’s role, girl 
a veil, etc., and the ceremony is pan- 
tomined with flying feet, genteel 
bumps, etc. It’s good. Wood. 





New Act in Nitery 





WYNN MURRAY 
Songs 

8 Mins. 
Beachcomber, N. Y. 

No longer the rotund ‘Babes in 
Arms’ recruit, but now a seasoned 
songstress, what with her Fred Allen 
radio and other radio programs be- 
hind her, Wynn Murray has also 
streamlined her chassis and _ she’s 
quite ingenue. Her coiffure is ap- 
propriately Moydenish, and her figure 
within reasonable bounds becoming 
to her years, instead of the teen-age 
heft that characterized her when 
first coming to Broadway in that 
Rodgers-Hart musical several sea- 
sons back. 

Her repertoire embraces. three 
surefires, ‘Changes Made,’ ‘Minnie 
From Trinidad’ and ‘Twist of Wrist,’ 
all done in ultra-modern manner, 
qualifying her for cafe work, as she 
does for mike and stage values. 

Abel. 





Soph’s Seattle Date 


Seattle, June 24. 
Mike Lyons of Show Box, leading 
night club in the burg, is stepping 
to the fore again with names, hav- 
ing booked Sophie Tucker, for two 
weeks, opening June 30. 


Lee to follow for two weeks. 


His wit didn’t hurt the act much. Joe Fanton and Co. (3),;men. Around 25 showmen attended 


the meeting for such purposes called 
recently by the mayor after 75 had 
received delayed invitations. 

Those furthering the movement 
are seeking the cooperation of Times 
Square wellknowns. Golden, who 
had been reported Suggesting that 
men in uniform be admitted to thea- 
tres gratis, has stated that he had 
been misquoted. Manager, in ex- 
plaining that idea was never in his 
mind, says that it is possible reduced 
prices will be sought. Cut rates will 
‘probably be particularly applicable 
_to the non-commissioned men in the 
Army, Navy and Air Corps. 

A list of recreational advantages 
other than theatres will be prepared 
as soon as the committee starts func- 
tioning. 


Jolly Joyce Expands 


Philadelphia, June 24. 














the clear import of the routine. One| 


Spot is dickering for Gypsy Rose 


Jolly Joyce, local nitery-vaude 
booker, is branching out into asso- 
ciated fields. Bert Lemisch, band 
leader, joins the agency to handle 
the music field, and Bernard Roth- 
berg, manager of the Swan Club, 
local nitery, added to staff to han- 
dle park and fair bookings. Also 
adding desk space in the Earle The- 


_atre Bldg. 


Paramount Entertainment Bureau, 
with offices in the Keystone State 
Bidg., is new percentage enterprise, 
the partnership of Alexander Tiber- 
ini and Leon Kutler. 


N. Y. Nitery Follow-Up 


Beachcomber’s six lookers are 
doggin’ it. They remind of Billy de 














| Wolfe’s satire at the Rainbow Room 


—the one about the girl who yens 
|for the spotlight man, only flashing 
him a smile, up into the proscenium 
arch, and otherwise ritzing the cus- 
tomers. Ditto the line at Monte 
Proser’s Broadway spot. They’re 
nice-looking gals but Marjory Field- 
ing, who staged, is permitting them 
to get careless. Otherwise, Wynn 
Murray (New Acts) is in to bolster 
the proceedings. Carmen d’Antonio, 
with her well-oiled chassis—a pip!— 
in a minimum of Afro-Cubana trap- 
pings, does an arresting cooch. Toy 
{and Wing, cute looking Chinese, do- 
{ing American and Latin ballroom- 
ology effectively, topped with a 
touch of Calloway, also hold over. 
Chavez’s band remains socko. 


SIBYL_ 
BOWAN 


WEEKS JUNE 20-27 
STRAND 


NEW YORK 



































Riverside, Milwaukee, 








1 Year Cafe Society, Downtown 
1 Year “‘Meet the People” Co. 
12 Weeks Cafe Society, Uptown 


Now Headlining CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 


JACK GILFORD 


Opening July 4th 


Management: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


with Paul Whiteman 
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Night Club Reviews 








RHUMBA CASINO, CHI 


Chicago, June 20. 
Tito Guizar, Edna Sedgewick, 
Andy Mayo & Co. (3), Lydia Ven- 
drell, Edward and Diana, Eddie 
LeBaron Orch, Don Pedro Orch 
Pan-American Dancers (8); $1.25 
minimum, 





Taking over the hull of the fire- 
ruined Three Deuces, cocktail lounge 
owners Milt Schwartz and Al Green- 
field have, with the architectural 
aid of Periera & Periera, presented 
Chicago with a nifty-looking dine 
and dancery. Located right in the 
heart of downtown activities, this 
new high spot is done in the South 
American style, being in soft coral 
shadings of beautiful workmanshi 
and design. With the current Sout 
American craze still raging, the 
Casino is ripe for a long stay of big 
business. 

Show is good but secondary to the 
architecture. Tito Guizar headlines 
well with the south of the border 
singing, making a good appearance, as 
always, with his pipes also going 
over neatly. Edna Sedgewick is a 
classy little hoofer with a load of 
personality. 

Andy Mayo & Co. have the ‘Ferdi- 
nand the Bull’ act now instead of the 
horse, and it’s still solid for a laugh 
reaction. Lydia Vendrill is a neat 
little bunch of tamale with her 
vocalizing and dancing. Edward and 
Diana are a fine ballroom dance 
team in the tropical manner. Eddie 
LeBaron orchestra turns in a bang- 
up job of playing the show and 
handling much of the dansapation. 
Don Pedro is a standard name in 
Chicago and with his orchestra holds 
down the rhumba music ae =F 

old. 











Earl Carroll’s, H’ wood 


Hollywood, June 17. 

‘Doc’ Rockwell, Borrah Minevitch’s 
Rascals, ‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman, 
Buster Shaver with Olive and 
George, St. Clair and Day, Beryl Wal- 
lace, Barney Grant, The Debonairs, 
Gene Sheldon, Bill Brady, Lester 
Horton dancers, Manny Strand orch| 
(14), Chuy ‘Reyes Rhumba Group | 
(5): minimum $3 (includes dinner). 








This being the tourist season and 
Earl Carroll being a pretty fair judge 
of what type of entertainment they 
like in their rovings, ‘Something to 
Shout About,’ his sixth revue since 
he opened the theatre-restaurant, 
will do all right. While it’s not Car- 
roll’s best of the sextet it’ll probably 
show a handsomer profit. There’s a 
lack of name-power and that’s where 
the big saving comes in. Naturally, | 
the show’s operating nut lessens as} 
new extravaganzas unfold, what with | 
the saving on costumes, scenic effects 
and other incidental appurtenances 
including, in a large way, feathers. | 

The yokelry will find much to their | 
liking in this opus of patriotic] 
flourish and Latin-America’s ‘hi there, | 
neighbor.’ Out front in the billing | 
and pacing the show is ‘Doc’ Rock-| 
well, whose quacking about things 
anatomical doesn’t fit any too snugly } 
in this motley array of song, hoke | 
and hide. He doesn’t vary his routine 
much from the old vaude days and} 
one bit with a glass woman is in bad | 
taste. Various parts of her body are 
lighted as he discusses the organs in 
jocular fashion. Girl attendant 
presses the wrong button and he 
prattles on without locking. That'll 
have to come out. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Rascals (sans 
Borrah) are as rowdy as ever, with 
the little guy who gets shoved around 
copping the act. Their harmonica 
virtuosity is unexcelled but rarely do 
they get through a number before 
the rough stuff breaks it up. ‘Think- 
a-Drink’ Hoffman is still pouring 
every known drink from the 
mixer. It’s one of the show’s high 
spots but all too brief in this mara- 
thoner of 24 numbers. Barney Grant, 
With a comic hillbilly routine, and 
Gene Sheldon, banjoing pantomimist, 
kick up plenty of hilarity among the 





sitters and should slay those mid-| 
work along the 


westerners. They 
cob without missing a kernel. 
Precision numbers in two’s, four’s 
and entire ensembles are a weakness 
with Carroll and abundantly evident 
here. Only newcomer, however, is 
Lester Horton’s quartet of barbaric 





drum-beating in the line. St. Clair 
and Day, ballroomologists, and the, 
Debonairs, male sextet, are holdovers | 
with only slightly varying routines. | 
Others retained from the last show} 
are Buster Shaver and his pint-sized 
Carmen Miranda, Olive Brasno; Bill 
Brady, who handles nearly all the 
vocals in good voice, and Beryl Wal- 
lace, the shapeliest and most pul- 
chritudinous of the 40-odd distaffers; 
who foils for most of the comics. 
Production numbers are gay and 
gaudy, highlighted by a generous ex- 
posure of eye-filling hide, a judicious 
use of phosphorescence and dancing 
dollies precisioned by Carroll and 
Larry Ceballos, late of the films. 
After the intermission, the second 
stanza going on around midnight, 
Carroll goes in for games with the, 
payees. Males are picked out to 
dance with the gals in a pitty-pat 
thing and a hoop-throwing contest 
rewards the one who rings the, 
chorines legs the most times with a! 
bottle of champagne (domestic). It’s 
good fun for the participants and 
lookers-on and never allowed to get! 
out of -line. | 
Ray Gilbert and Bobby O’Brien 
have concocted the score, tuneful in| 
spots but lacking a standout. (Car-| 
roll’s is a non-ASCAP room), Manny | 
Strand batons the pit crew for the! 
show and remote broadcast (CBS) | 


and Chuy Reyes dishes up the Latin | 





interpolated with a corny bit on 
‘There Will Always Be An England.’ 
Vine and Miss Wilder also duo in 
what the m.c, bills as a ‘jive version’ 
of ‘Rain.’ It scores moderately. 
Dick Satterfield and an even dozen 
tooters provide the backing for the 
presentation and the terp tunes, both | 
of strong calibre. Satterfield also 
does some okay vocalizing in the 
Ww. Herb. 





Blue Room, New Orleans 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





New Orleans, June 19. 
Lou Breese Orch, Marjorie Knapp, 
Bob Bromiley, Burns Twins and 
Evelyn. 





Town’s top nocturnal rendezvous 
continues to dish out first-rate en- 
tertainment. Lou Breese and his 
crew fit in nicely and drew full 
house at inaugural show despite fact 
that city experienced one of heaviest | 
downpours, 


The floor show, while modest in 
quantity, makes up for any de-) 
ficiency in this respect by being 
socko. Despite the fact that mem-! 
bers of the band had been without 
sleep for two days and drove for 
miles in a blinding rainstorm to get 
here, Breese and his boys gave an 
excellent account of themselves, 
playing sweet and swing with equal 
ease. They had little trouble keep- 
ing the dance floor crowded. 

Trying to make it to New Orleans 
after a one-night stand at Texas A. 
and M., the band ran into the storm, 








|his own nitery. 


Cadence, Buenos Aires 





Buenos Aires, June 10. 

New spot occupying downtown 
grotto is the first attempt by a 
danceband maestro here to operate 
It’s getting the 0.0. 
from other stick-wielders weary of 
the local after-dark system of 
changing everything, from the orch 
to the dishes, each season regardless 
of biz. Operator and owner is Rene 
Dumont, formerly on the roof of the 
Alvear Palace, No. ° B. A. hostelry. 
Everything is built around him, 
with his band and soloists furnishing 
the sole entertainment. 

Dumont, formerly with the Cafe de 
Paris, Paris; Palace hotel, San 
Moritz, and Morris Club, London, 
keeps the place strictly in the Euro- 
pean tempo, which is far more fa- 
miliar to local socialites and cafe 
society than Manhattan after-dark- 
ers. Oldies like ‘J’attendrai,’ in 


which the customers have a chance 
to exercise the vocal chords and 
show off their French, get more of 
a hand than the jive, although Du- 
mont manages to dish out a fairly 
danceable variety. U. S. stuff is 
specially arranged rather’ than 
played from stock setups, as is the 
habit in many local places. 

Flock of Brazilian and Cuban stuff 
is also included. ‘Milton,’ who han- 
dles the former, puts in the real 
Portuguese lift, especially in his fea- 
tured ‘Aurora,’ which is the top Bra- 
zilian number this season. Alfonso 
Contreras handles the congarhumba 
vocalizing, and his ‘Frenesi’ ladeled 
out in rhumba style is something 
special. Aside from the tango band, 
which fills in for native-style terp- 
ing, Dumont holds the stage. He is 
rated one of the best saxophonists 
in S. A. Favors the fancy arrange- 
ments which show off his skill. Also 
handles the accordion and clarinet 
and turns out a nice bit of warbling 
on occasion. Ray. 
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NEW YORK’S NEWEST 
COMEDY SENSATION 


porn | Rags tated bree Mages veneer ar 4 
es he ‘a : 

‘ : = amaz b | Scratches an umps an ew into 
yr wenger — ice ae town just as doors were opening for 
(oly es, radishes, etc. In a pyrami of; the dinner hour. But any rehearsal 
ice) make for a good table flash. For| for their show would have been 


three bucks (it’s a fin down front); wasted energy, for the entire offer- 


same | 


it’s easily the best nitery buy in town| ing flowed as smooth as oil. 


and the word has not been slow in 


getting around. Any tavern that can| 


pull 550 on a Monday night in this! 
entertainment-surfeited burg must| 


and a half years ago, the town’s! 
wisenheimers looked it over to see 
‘what kind of a garage it would 
make.’ He fooled them all....and 
surprised himself. Helm. 


HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Billy Vine, Honey Chile Wilder, 


April Ames, Joy Hodges, Line (6),! 
| Dick Satterfield Orch (13); minimum 
| charge, $1.50 weekdays; $2 Saturdays. 


The Hurricane, which shuttered 


during the winter after finding the| 


going too tough on Broadway, is 
alight again under 
Sponsors will have to locate some- 


thing more startling than the current | 
revue, however, if they are not go-| 


ing to follow the red ink smudge. 


Room itself is pleasant enough in 
its South Seas decor and prices are 
rather reasonable, but that’s scarcely 
enough to decoy the hinterlanders 
upon whom the Broadway niteries 
are greatly dependent. 

List of grade-B marquee names is 
headed by Honey Chile Wilder, 
former stooge of the Bob Hope 
radio show. Miss Wilder offers a 
moderate amount of attractiveness 
and a thick ‘you-all.’ Her efforts at 
double-entendre lyrics are  handi- 
capped by the feeble songsmithing. 


On the more favorable femme side | 
‘are Joy Hodges, April Ames and the 


line of six gals. Miss Hodges, whose 
career included a stretch in the 
| musical ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ and a 
turn at Universal on the Coast, is a 
looker and high-grade warbler. She’s 
smoothly fluent in such things as 
‘Darktown Strutters,’ ‘Havana for a 
| Night’ and ‘Best Things in Life are 
Free.’ 

| April Ames 


was with 


| fold and repeats with success a num- 
| ber of the tap routines she did in the 
|de Sylva musical. Work of the line 
|is held to the simple side, but the 
girls are well-gammed and show the 


necessary vigor. Particularly out-| 
|standing are their costumes in all 
three of their appearances. There’s 


a satisfactory effort to give a bit of 
production padding to the show by 
introing the gals one by one as they 
lare brought to midstage by mem- 
bers of the orch. Band, in fact, 
doubles as chorus boys for a brief 
| stint. 

| M.c. is Billy Vine. His introes are 
trite and stilted and little more can 
| be said for his repartee. Also con- 
| tributes a session on his own, in- 
|cluding an imitation of Charles 


inn |/over a song in way that kept the 
be building a better mouse-trap.| audience clamoring for more. 
When Carroll put up the site two! 


| 


new auspices. | 


‘Louisiana | 
| Purchase’ until its recent Broadway | 


Marjorie Knapp, blonde looker, 
got plenty of palm pounding for her 
singing. Gal has nice pipes and puts 


She 
was brought back for three encores 
and had to beg off at show caught. 

Bob Bromley’s marionet manip- 
ulating, especially the torso of his 
prima donna, clicks strongly. In 
addition to his buxom diva, his hair- 
tossing pianoplaying professor and 
ice skater offer something different 
and clever in Blue Room fare. 

The Burns Twins and Evelyn, two 
patent-leather-haired identicals and 
a blonde lass with nice chassis, beat 
rapid tatoos with their toes and a 





for nice response. Gal throws in 
acrobatics here and there which} 
diners liked plenty. Her solo tap 


dance also got hand. 
In addition to the floor show, three | 
boys with Breese’s band—Skip Morr,, | 
Steve Bowers and Barry Warren— |j 
keep things lively with their har-} 
monizing on song favorites. 
Band provides excellent 
| ground for acts and comes back after | 
i'show with program of dance tunes | 
of patrons. | 


| featuring requests 


Breese himself sticks to baton and|§ 


emceeing show, which he does o.k.| 
Liuzza, ! 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


| Line (9), Aida Rodriguez, Fay 
|Torrens, Alberto Torrens, Ramon 
and Lucinda, Belen Ortega, Dolores 
|De Leon, Froilan Maya and Juanito 
| Sanabria Orchs; $1 minimum. 





The Havana-Madrid is taking ad-| 
vantage of the Pan-Americanism 
wave and the result is a summer 
|revue with the ‘Pan-Americana’ 
| title. However, based on the first 
show, there’s little potential good 
will to be achieved. The initialer | 
was slow, cues were missed by the} 
performers and, generally, it shows 
| a padding over the hour’s route. The 
second show on the opening night, | 
however, ran more smoothly. 

There’s nothing that resembles a 
name in this modestly layed out 
show, though in a more advanced 
| stage there’s sufficient indication to 
suggest that for the hinterlanders, 
for whom this show is seemingly 
aimed, the purpose wil have been 
achieved. 

Ramon and Lucinda are the poten- 
tial aces of the revue, the South 
Americans making their first show- 
ing in the States by their stop at this 
Broadway Latin-type nitery. They’re 
doing the usual f-the border 
terps, and getting by nicely, too, with 
their Brazilian samba _ particularly | 
adroit. The gal’s stunning looks are} 
no little asset to the team. 
| Belen Ortega is a diminutive, dark- | 
haired Mexican looker who trills in} 





south-o 


steppers, who writhe and stomp to Laughton in ‘Mutiny on the Bounty, ’| the upper reaches, all tunes being of | 




















EMILE 


Now HI-HAT 


indef 
Thanks to Clifford Fischer, Wil 


in America a success. 





The International Star 
Appeared with 
Clifford Fischer's ‘‘Follies Bergere’’- -- - - coccesd Years 
St. Maurice Hotel, New York._-.--.---- 
Lou Walters, Latin Quarters, Miami Beach, Fla., 5 Mos. 


Walters, Herman Bernie and Gregory Taylor for making my tour 


BOREO 


.9 Months 


CLUB, Chicago 


initely 
liam Morris Staff, Al Borde, Lou 


| the Spanish variety, and good enough | 
|for their purpose. Senorita Ortega 
|seemed a little ill at ease when 
|caught, no doubt caused by a stag 
| group’s raucousness, but by and 
| large she seems adequate enough in 
| this metier. 

| Rest of the show is mediocre in 
| performance and includes Dolores 
| De Leon, stunning-looking heel-and- 
| toe dancer, who’s also on late for a 
| tribal dance; Augustin Ribal, singer, 
| grimed in oily substance that would | 
| Suggest a flight from a Georgia chain | 
|}gang, the shackles linked to his} 
| ankle; Alberto Torrens, Aida Rodri- | 
'guez and Fay Torrens, the usual} 
| Spanish-type dancers. 

| Froilan Maya’s orch and Juanito 
| Sanabria crew alternate well enough | 








| for the show and dancing. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 25, 1941 








Variety Bills | 





WEEK JUNE 27 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


| 


| 


























Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (26) 

Les Juvelys 

Sue Ryan 

Bill Robinson 

Bert Wheeler 

Rossilianos 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (26) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Rae & Davis 
Alberta Mansfield 
Trixie 
Swingheart Co-Eds 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (25) 
Will Bradley Bd 
Danny Kaye 
ane Froman 
irginia Austin 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (27) 
Whitson Bros 
Condos Bros 





Tiebors Seals 
Commanders 


State Lake (27) 
Billy Gilbert 
MIAMI 
Olympia (25-28) 
Arthur & M Havel 

Helen Morgan 
Goodrich & Nelson 
OMAHA 


Orpheum (27) 
Phil Harris Bd 
Paul Winchell 
Ames & Arno 
Billingtons 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY | 
Strand (27) 
ovr Lombardo Ore 
rnards & Ladies 
Bobby May 
Sybil Bowan 


PHILADELPHIA 


Earle (27) 
gases Sis 
oe Venuti Ore 
oey Rardin 
eVal, Merle & Lee 
(20) 
Louis Armstrong O 
Golden Gate 4 
Sonny Woods 
Ann Baker 
Otto Eason 
2 Zephyrs 





Peg Leg Bates 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (27) 
‘Crazy with Heat’ 
(20) 

Ted Lewis Orc 
Le-Ahn Sis 
C ‘Sn’ball’ Whittier 


Kay, Katya & Kay 
Gladys Tell 

Louise Glenn 
Geraldine Ross 
Jeanne Blanche 


WASHINGTON 
Karle (27) 
Rochester Show 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Walton & O'Rourke 
(20) 


Roxyettes 
Romo Vincent 
Stuart Morgan D 


Paul Remos 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (26) 
Hermanos Williams 

Gloria Gilbert 

The Briants 

June Forrest 

Earl Wrightson 

Hilda Eckler 

Jerome Andrews 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Glee Club 

Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (26) 

Dennis Day 

4 Polkadots 

Wesson Bros 

G & B Maison 

Aggie Auld 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier 28) 
Art Carney 
Lane & Ward 
Stump & Stumpy 
Dennis Day 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Johnny McGee Ore 
Gae Foster Gls 
Willie W McGinty 
Ryan & Benson 
Ben Yost Singers 
Christiani Tr 
Sharkey 
Jautier’s Bricklay’s 
Bobby Morris 
Richard Dana 
Pinky Lee 
Hamid’s Million 
Dollar Pier (28) 
4 Kanazawas 
Wally Ward Co 
Rochelle & RBeebee 
Victor McLaglen 
6 Greys 
CAMDEN 
Towers (28-29) 
»Ada & Gis 
Bud Sweeney 
Earl Lavere Co 


Jim Wong Tr 
(One to fill) 


BALTIMORE 
State (29-2) 
Paul Kolter 
H Denizon & Gls 
(Two to fill) 
(26-28) 
Tryon Sis 
Fenwick & Cook 
Joe Browning 
4 Warners 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (27) 
Hillman Bro 
John Fogarty 
Sully & Oakes 
3 Harmonica Bees 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (27-29) 
Rimac Ore 
Sally Rand Show 


Buster West & Page 
The Texans 
8 Small Gls 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (27) 
Sims & Bailey 
Frank & J Hubert 
(Two to fill) 
PITMAN 
B’way (28 only) 
Paul Kolter 
Levan & Boles 
H Denizon & Gls 
(One to fill) 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(29 only) 
Tryon Sis 
Frank & J Hubert 
Levan & Boles 
4 Warners 


(One to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (27) 


Golden Gate 4 





Robinson & Brown 


Hazel McNulty 
Vince Curran 
Club Gaucho 


Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 

Rosa Rio 

Harriet Carr 
Renee 


Cora & Irene’s 


Joe Ellis Orc 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Antonita 

Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil $8 


Famous Door 


Sylvan Green Ore 
Val Irvinge 

Qlive Fay 
Gibsons 

Bea Kalmus 

3 Heat Waves 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberio Torres 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 
Aida Rodrigues 
Fay Torres 
Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 


Hickory House 


Bill Turner Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 


Ralph Rotgers Orc 
Connie Haines 
Pied Pipers 
Frank Sinatra 
Buddy Rich 
Ziggy Elmangy 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Bea Perron 
Gwen Gary 
Sonny Tufts 
Belmont Baltladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Adrina Otero 
Eleanor Knight 
Don Carlo 
Sam Amarosi 
leanore Knight 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Virginia Hays 


Hotel Lexington 


Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 


Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 


Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 

Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAlipin 


Arturo 
Wendy Bishop 


Hotel New Yorker 


Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 


(Cocoanut Grove) 











Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Julie Holt 


Beachcomber 
Dick D’Amico Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Carmen D’Antonio 
Toy & Wing 
Wynn Murray 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ors 
Angelo Ore 
Frederica 
Peggy Ellis 
Edith Lambert 
Dorothy Allen 

Bill’s Gay 90’s 

harles Strickiand 
ulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Graver 

Cafe Pierre 
Bob Knight Orc 
Patricia Ellis 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 


NEW YORK CITY 


‘Art Tatum 


Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnsen 
Jack Gilford 
James Copp, III 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 


Helena Horne 
Chateau Moderne 


Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 


Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Cor.chita 


Arturos Ore 


Hotel Park Central 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 

Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 

Dean Murphy 

Ben Yost Co 
Evelyn Tyner 
Hurricane 
Dick Satterfield Ore 
Chiquito Ore 

Joy Hodges 

Billy Vine 
Honeychile Wilder 
April Ames 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 

4 Co-Eds 

Jack Lane Co 
Charles & Celeste 
Nola Day 

Danny White 

J & J Blair 
Kelly’s Stable 
Hot Lips Page Ore 





Billie Holiday 


LOS ANGELES 


Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 
George Kent 

Ann Harriett 
Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 


Biltmore Bow! 


Jimmy Castle 
Royal Guards 
Dorothy Brandon 
Armand & Lita 
3 Dee's 

Chuck Foster Ore 


Casa Manana 


Miller Bros & Lois 
Jimmie Lunceford O 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 

Jimmy Brierly 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Ore 


Earl Carroll 


Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 
Think-D’'k Hoffman 
Gene Shelton 
Barney Grant 
Buster Shaver 

6 Debonairs 

Beryl Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 
Lillian Tours 

NTG Anniversary 
Joe Kirk 

Jerry Kruger 

Fred Scott 

Don Eddy 

Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Orc 





Steve Merrill 
Dave Forrester Ore 


Macambo Cafe 
Mocambo 
Humbertos Ba 
Phil Chman’'s Ore 


Palladium 
Abe Lyman Orc 

Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 
Marg'rite & M’rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Felix Valley 
Francis Dexter 
Sylvia Stanton 
Rahda 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 

Pirates Den 


Art Wenzel 

Henry Grant 

Gaby La Fitte 

Shadrack Boys 

Marjorie Raymond 

Chet Record 

Nick Cechran Ore 
Rhumboogie 

3 Chocolateers 

Alice Haynes 

Lovey Lane 

Lucian Smith 

Lois Galloway 

Cee Pee Johnson O 

Scheherazade Cafe 


Yascha Borowski 
Alex Morison 
Sandra Karina 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Lilla Kipikona 





Eddie LaBaron Orc 


Edna Sedgwick 
Andy Mayo Co 
Lydia Star 

Don Pedro Ore 
Milo Perez Ens 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 

Alyce Cerf 

Ceil von Dell 
Marion Kingsley 
Cleopatra 

June March 
Honey Bee Keller 
Sparklet Gls 


Olive Sharon 
Nannette Carmen 
Jimmy Ray 
Carrie Finnell 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Del Courtney Ore 

Villa Moderne 
Bob Strong Orc 

Villa Venice 
Oriental Rev 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 
Alan, Fielding 
Bali-lovelies 
Juanita 
Yvette 
Russell Swann 
Elisse 


Ben Franklin 


Ore 


Frederico & Rankin 


Ralph Eastwood 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Leonora Sola 


Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. Jd.) 


Bob Carney 

Mary Joyce 
Gallagher & Rush 
Ralph Brown 
Rekoma & Loretta 
Joe Gordon 


Cadillac Taverna 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Cadillac Caperettes 
tenaldos 
Niles & Jo-Anne 
Barbara 
Toni Serriel 
Henrique & Adri’ne 











Gracie Steele 
Glamour Gis (3) 
Sunny Marston 
Edythe Sallede 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Nancy Newell 


Minstrel Tavern 


Tony Callazzo 
Windsors 

Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Helen Marriott 


Neil Dieghan’s 


Leonard Cooks 
Edison & Louise 
Chadwicks 

Betty Lawton 
Havenaires (4) 
Ray Hottinger Ore 
Vespers (2) 


Old Falls Tavern 


Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Andy Fletcher 
Buck Calhoun 
Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neill 


Open Door Cafe 








BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


Artie Nolan 

Chap Nolan 
Warren Phillips 
Lilian Chapman 
Helen Jerrico 
Irving Braslow Orc 


Palumbo’s 


Ralph Brown 
Irene Kaye 
Lavernes 





Little Joe & Jean 











ee 





Billy Daniels 

Stuff Smith 

King Cole Trio 

La Conga 
Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Beatrice & Capella 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Lazara & Castell’os 
Nina Orla 


La Martinique 
(West End, N. J.) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
Adrienne 
Le Coq Rouge 
Jos Smith Ore 
Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 


Queen Mary 
Jack Wallace Orc 
Thelma Nevins 
Steve Murray 
Louise Chandler 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 


Rainbow Room 


Barry Winton Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Clemente Orc 
Mayla 
Laing & de Mille 
Billy de Wolfe 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Ore 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Terry Lawlor 
Georges & Jalna 
Larne Bros 
Ches Hale Gls 


Edith Reark’s Club 


Joe White Ore 
Henry Marko 


Estelle & LeRoy Helen Fox 
Rosita Rios Mildred Kay 
Alvarez Ruth Gallagher 
Cordova & Villion Chester Nelson 
Samba Sirens Pat Bonnett 
Betty Carey Edith Roark 


Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk; N. J.) 


Buddy Clarke Orc M Bergere Orc 

| Jose Dominguez oO Columbus & Carroll 
Jack Waldron Carole & Sherod 
Elenore Wood Sally Gay 

Hibbert, Byrd Co 

Winton & Diane Ruban Bleu 
Bunny Howard Edwin Matthews 


Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Stuart Wade 
Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Orc 
Paul Haakon 
Maxine Kisor 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Jose Morand Ore 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Howard Lally @re 
Peggy Fears 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Gre 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 

Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martei Orc 


Hotel Taft 





Anita Dillon 





Teddy Wilson Orc 


Ann Paige 


Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 


Vera Sanoff 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Ore 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Eddie Mayehofft 
Betty Bryant 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis, Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Emile Hensel 
Versailles 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Joan Merrill 
George Church 
Doris 


Village Barn 
Gene Austin Ore 
Sherrill Sis 

Zeb Carver 

Bud Sweeney 

Don & Ruth Lane 
Pappy Below 
Roberta Welch 





Charlie Foy’s Club 


Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Jerry Lester 
Edaie Calvert 
Marian Manners 
Red Stanley Orc 


Grace Hayes Lodge 


Mary Healy 

Diana & Deila 
Neville Fleeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Grace Hayes 

Mary Reilly 

Sylvia Fielding 
Mavis Mims 
Rebecca Hayes 
Encito 


House of Murphy 


Frankie Gallagher 
Raftone Sis 

Hal Chanslor 
Jean Neunier 

Gay 

Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 


‘It’ Cafe 





Helene 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 
Val Oman Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Orc 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Blackhawk 
Art Jarrett Orc 
Chris Cross 
Robinson Twins 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Eddie White Orc 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
3 Niblics 
Peggy Lester 
Lois LaChance 
Bob Billings 


Broadmont 


Buddy Lake 

Honey Chile 

Betty Coeds 

Anita Page 

Jane LaVonne 

June Darling 

Sally Mayer 

Gwen Baucher 

Irene Carter 

Charlotte Buckley 

Saily Barr 

Herb Rudolphs Orc 
Brown Derby 


| Harriet Norris 
Jo Ann Dare 
Mary Grant 
Ethel Brown 
Marlene Dare 
Mickey Dunn 
Advocates 
Sammy Frisco Orc 
Capitol Lounge 
4 Mills Bros 
Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
John Boles 
Anna Austin 
Alice Dudley 
Jack Cole Dance 
Florence Lesiie 
Marianne 
Judy Starr 
Evans Gls 
Colosimos 
Ralph Cook 
Frank Quatrell Orc 
Margo 
Brucettes 
Blake & Lambert 
Evers & Dolores 
Peppy & Peanuts 
Tuckers 
Bobby Danders 
Marvelle Myler 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
Del Shore 
Eddie Danders Orc 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 


Ramon Ramos Ore 





Hildegarde 


Sybil Thomas 

Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Miki Wiki 

Charlie Openul 

Bobby Mathews 

Johnie Bright Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 

Ben Blue 

Cully Richards 

Sid Tomick 

Reis Bros 

Benny Lessy 

Patti Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Pat Shaw 

Joe Oakie 

Al Bard Ore 
Somerset House 

Harry Ringland 

Lou Sailee 


Swanne Inn 


Slim & Slam 
Charlie Evans 


Trianon 
Leighton Noble Orc 


Wilshire Bowl 
Darryl Harpra Orc 


CHICAGO 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Phyliss Lynn 


Jana 
Walter Donohue 
Consolo & Melba 


Nelson Sis 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Rogers & Morris 
Jerry Bergen 
Raul & Rose Marie 
Julio Garcia Orc 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Ding Bell Ore 
Theima Mitchell 

Hi Hat 
Fifl D’Orsay 
Emile Boreo 
Doris DuPont 
Andree Andrea 
Lonette Sis 
Virg Vaughan 
J Manzaneres Ore 
Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens Ore 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Fifi de Villerie 


Gwendolyn Veausell 
Lilyan Cole 
Isobel de Marco 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Nan Blakstone 
Darlene Walders 
Claude & Amdrea 
May Lewis 
Kretlow Gis 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
Old Heidelberg 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Louie & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Jan Garber 
Eddy Howard 
Bob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Ceitic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Orc 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 


Cab Calloway Ore 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 





Rhumba Casino 
Tito Guizar 


Carroll’s 


Dixie Sullivan 
Charlotte Vogue 
Frankie Donato 
Harry Rose 
Bobby Vail 


Jack Shaw 

Jean Lee 

Wilbur Douglass 
Wilma 


(Malaga, N. J.) 
Ray O'Day 
Cynthia Evans 
Dorothy Lawrence 
Jean Graham 
Annie Gustie 
Carcle Dale 
Patricia Lawrence 
Frances Williams 
Frankie Schluth 


Club 15 
Harriet Hale 
Buzz Wilt 
Brooks Sis 
Barbara Stone 
Marie Kaye 
Margie Hill 
Rose Venuti 

Di Pinto’s 
Eddie Steiner 
Jack Gibson 
Eleanor Brannon 
Eddie King Ore 

Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Ann Rutherford 
Allida & Chico 
Johnny Parrish 
Andrina 
Chiquita 
Helene Standish 
Carlos Reyes Ore 
Curt Weiler Orc 

Evergreen Casino 
Laura Kellogg 
Rancheros 
Beth Challis 
Nitza & Ravell 
Maxine Loomis 
Cynthia Hare 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ore 

1523 Locust 


Marian Proctor 
Evelyn Bradley 
Pola Montoya 
Elaine Black 
Bubbles Shelby 
Rose Feeney 
Kay Lavery 
King’s Swing Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Jackie Miles 
Mimi Kellerman 
Paul Duke 
Ruth Petty 
Tommy Sanford 
Vera Neva 
Michael Sandina 
Rose Gallo 
Lou Morrison 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jam Session 
Geo Verrechia 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 


Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Frank Lester 
Ozzie Welles 
Joe Compo 
Vince Carson 
Young Sis (3) 
Myra Lee 
Bonnie Waters 
Mildred Kaye 
Agnes Barry 
Lido Venice 
Rollino Trio 
Carmen Tarrante 
Chieme & Chieme 
Rose Barton 
Grace O'Hara 
Buddy Lewis 
Margie Campbell 
Gene Ramon 
Danny Versée Ore 
Little Rathskelier 
Jackie Hill 
Marian Powers 
Sally Keith 
Jerry Brandow 


Sohnny & George 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Manoa Inn 

Gene Tobin 

Bilt Boyd 





Dot Garcy 


meme onan et 


Charlie Gainest Orc 


16 De Shon Dancers 


Cedarw’d Log Cabin 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Sid & Janice Walker 


Johnny Leary 
Yvonettes 
Kay Lorraine 


Park Casino 


Pk Casino Trou'dors 
Frank Hall 


Peacock Gardens 
eet =" —— 
a. 


Gil Fitch Ore 
Margie George 
Artie Singer 


Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Ore 
Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 


Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
Frank Murtha 
Pepper Garat 
Pen Raymond 
Murray Ann 


Roman Grille 
Joe Altie 
King & DiMarco 
Joan Arlen 
Peggy Phillips 
Rol Parker Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Loumell Morgan 
University 3 
Baby Hines 


Showboat 
Silver Wonder Horse 
Shelley & Neff 
Lund & Lund 
Kelso Brothers 
Margie Smith 
Billy Hamilton 
Harry Taylor 


Silver Fleet Inna 

Erma Lynn 

Betty Keenan 
Chic Lauler 

Max Levin 

Joe Lenny 

Harry Small 

Joe Scotty 


Silver Lake Inn 
Regina 
Geo Reed 
Polinoffs 
Eden Twins 
Alice Lucey 
Nadia & Sasha 
Frank Hesse! Ore 


Stamp’s 
Sherman Bros & T 
Helen Wilson 


Margie Drummond 
Vic Earlson 


Stamp Trio 

Joyettes 

Geo Marchetti Ore 
Swan Club 


Jerry Marcells 
Ann Howard 

Lola Claire 

Paul Rich 

Stump & Stumpy 
Henry Patrick Ore 


20th Century 
Mike Pedecin 
Men of Rhythm 
Kenny Shaffer Trio 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 

Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Marion Melrose 
Maurine & Norva 
by Robb 

aling & Yvette 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Al Goldecker 
Syd Golden 
Jack Smith 
Signor Carmino 
Raths’r Eldoradiang 
Dave Pierson 


Wilson’s 


8 Rhythm Maniac 
Hal Haig , 
Louis & Cherie 
Bell Rochelle 

Joe Hough 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Art Mathews 
Carita 


Yacht Club 
Gloria Mann 
Ed Gavin 


Audrey Joyce 
Pen Raymond 





Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
4 Sydneys 
Blondell Twins 
Gregory & Raymond 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 
El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 
Freddie's Cafe 
Gayle Parker 
Ray Rogers 
Harriet Grant 
Paul & Thelma 
Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Ore 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 
Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowgill 


Grant Wilson 
Hotel Hollenden 

Rolf Passer 

Marina 

Glenn Pope 

Carole Rhodes 

Sloan & Gary 

Sorelli 

Sammy Watkins O 


Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Orc 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pear! de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jimmy Haris Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Jean Richey 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Art West 
Ruth Farrants 
Pat Jordan 





Don Walsh Ove 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 


(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs 


Bowery 


3 Ryan Bros 
Frances Faye 
Denisi 
King & Roche 
Kaye & Kaye 
8 Berdun Jitterbugs 
Arden Danc 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Bernie Green 
Johnson & Gerron 
Jerry Page Co 
Julio & Jeneve 
Lee Walter Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 
Hund’'s 


3 Old Timers 

Manuel Lopez 

London Chop House 

Tonia Valenti 

Chet Everhart 

Frank Whitman O 
Club Mar-Jo 


Burns & White 
Guy Cherney 


Dancing Gaylords 
Merritt Lamb Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 


Buddy Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker, 
Nebiolo’s 
Beth Farrell 
O'Donnel & Loyce 
Dick’ Worthington 
Estrallita 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Inp 


Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 





Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Melody Ambass’dors 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 
Palm Beach 
Carl Denny 
Tangini 
Josephine Butler 
Coco & Behee 
Billy & Juanita Joy 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Inn 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 
Peter Higgins 
Alice Kavan 
Gillette & Richards 
Mardoni & Louise 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Stan Norris Orc 
Statler Hotel 


Sande Williams Ore 
Maxine Tappan 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 
The Tropics 
Betty Blair 
Jean Field 
Linda Bruce 
The Friars (3) 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne’s 
Jimmie Dale 
Eddie Mennettl 
Dell Dean 
Ruth Jordan 
Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 


Wonder Bar 


Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Orc 


509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 


Margo Good 

Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 

John & Jessie Horn 
Olga Ray 

Horace Houck Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
Sandro D’Arnez Ore 
Wilma Cox 
Delisse & E Dwight 
Buster Keim Rev 


Blinstrub’s 


Karl Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 

C & F Simpson 
Andrew, Wald & M 


Jacqueline Hurley 
Casa Manana 
Al Tory Orc 
David Ballentine 
Faye Thomas 
Virginia Melford 3 
Casa Manana Gls 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Bernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Masters & Rollins 
Shirley & Olsen 
Jimmy Leeds 
June Wieting 
Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 
Claire Durand 
Fran Williams 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Richards & Carson 
Tyrone Sis 
Beverly & Jimmy 
Hassan, 2d 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 
Crawferd House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson 
Crawfordettes 
Joe Ross 
Ina Lorraine 
Carole Hail 
Ruth Morgan 


Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 


Pete Herman 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 


Ore 





Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 


Florence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambert 


Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 


Hotel Essex 


Ernest Murray 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Manning 
Al Lewis 
Victor Donato 
Adelie Corev 
Rita Henderson 
Tanya Benga 
Frost & Helene 


Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 
Evalyn Harvey 

Hotel Sheraton 

(Sky Garden) 
Don Dudley Orc 


Hotel Statler 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 


Hotel Westminster 
(Roof Garden) 


Jimmy McHale Ore 
Harry Drake Rev 
Roof Garden Gis 
Charles & Barbara 
Louis & Delita 
Ted Milford 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Velero Sia Orc 
Carmen Amaya 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Doris Abbott 

Alice O'Leary 
Claire & Arena 
Claire & Seuna Sis 
Lawrence & B Cook 
Raymond Pike 


The Cave 


Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Raymond Pike 
Lawrence & B Cook 
Clarke & Edwards 


Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Balconades 

John Fontaine Orc 


Bill Green’s 
Don Bestor Ore 
Penny Lee 
Jerry Scett 





Boogie-Woogie Clab 
Boog Sherman 





Eddie Matthews 


Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 
Club Petite 

Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Sidney & Ames 
Bernard 

Cork and Boitle 
Lloyd Fox 

Eddie Peyton’s 
Marty Gregor Orc 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Wednesday, June 25, 1941 


VARIETY _- 


USE REVIEWS 1! 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Merry-Go-Round, produced by 
Leon Leonidoff, with Music Hall 
Symphony conducted by Erno Rapee, 
Jacques Gasselin, Jan Peerce, M. H. 
Glee Club directed by Irving 
Landau, Mary Raye and Naldi, Earl 
Wrightson, Grace Thomas, William 
Pillich, Corps de Ballet directed by 
Florence Rogge, Con _ Colleano, 
Rockettes (36); ‘She Knew All the 
Answers’ (Col), reviewed in VARIE- 
ty, May 21. 








Current Music Hall presentation, 
staged by Leon Leonidoff, moves like 
ol’ man Mose in the midday sun. 
Ballet and Rockettes, fortunately, at- 
tain their usually high standard, 
however, and pull the show out 
somewhat for the finale. Fact that 
the film has been inked in for only 
one week also seems to have had its 
usual skimping effect on the live en- 
tertainment budget. ‘ 

Apparently to pad out this warm- 
weather show, Leonidoff has placed 
the M. H. Symph on the stage in- 
stead of in the pit for the opener, 
labeled ‘Concert. Which means 
that the show opens with around 12 
minutes of Mendelssohn’s E Minor 
Violin Concerto. Jacques Gasselin 
does an accomplished fiddle solo with 
the orch. It would be nice at 57th 
street’s Carnegie Hall. But it cre- 
ates drowsiness seven blocks south 
of there. 

Mr. L. follows that with another 
fantasy in slow motion, although one 
of equal technical skill. The terp 
duo of Mary Raye and Naldi 
does its standard with niftily suave 
lifts, turns and spins, but some- 
thing snappier is needed at this 
juncture. roduction is clever, for 
while the orch is on the stage, the 
dancers work on the rising apron, 
surrounded by what are purported 
to be mirrors to make a ‘Mirror 
Room.’ An M. H. regular, tenor Jan 
Peerce, is introduced in the scene at 
this point to provide the stage wait 
while the apron is lowered, cleared 
and lifted, and the orch, in full blast, 
is neturned to the pit, in one of those 
gigantic Radio City versions of the 
Knute Rockne shift. Peerce is aided 
by the Glee Club (8). 

Going into an ‘Amusement Park’ 
theme, Earl Wrightson, who recently 
sang in the M. H. production of 
‘Madame Butterfly,’ appeared with a 
hot dog vending cart and launched 
into ‘Ah Me, I Must Be Going to the 
Dogs.’ Al Stillman provided the 
words (which were almost impos- 
sible to understand in the loges) and 
Maurice Baron the music. They’re 
both on the Radio City staff. 

Con Colleano picks up from there 
with his long-famed tight wire work. 
In resplendent toreador costume, it 
clicked well despite Colleano’s failure 
to complete his amazing front somer- 
sault in two tries. Then it is the turn 
of the ballet and the show gets a real 
lift with one of the most amusing 
and imaginative bits it has ever done 
—although the gals themselves are 
invisible throughout. 

Femmes held giant fluorescent hot 
dogs on the darkened stages. 
Weenies are put through a number 
of tricky routines before they are 
joined by the rolls, and finally by a 
jar of mustard and a spoon. Smash 
comes with each frankfurter moving 
into place on the lower half of the 
roll, the spoon dipping into the 
mustard and covering the weenie, 
and the top of roll smacking down 
to complete the standard delicacy. 

Rockettes provide the finale, as per 
usual, with a ‘Parade of the Wooden 
Soldier’ routine. Herb. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, June 20. 
Ted Fio Rito Orch (13), Candy 
Candido, Allan Cole, Jone and Jane 
McKenna, Gali Gali, Nick and Viki 
— Gloria Gibson; ‘Thieves Fall 
ut,’ 





Pop bands seem to be popular on) 


the summer menu at the Lyric, and | 


Ted Fio Rito this week provides a 
cool 80 minutes of diversified fare. 
The band does most of the work with 
no standouts strong enough to cause 
a steady rush at the boxoffice but 
with sufficient entertainment to pull 
enough shekels to be classified as a 
Satisfactory week. 

Band opens with ‘Rose of San 
Antoine,’ and later in the bill shows 
its wares when each section is fea- 
tured in a medley. Trombones do ‘I 
Cried for You,’ sax solo on ‘Josephine,’ 
trumpets on ‘Intermezzo’ and ‘Ciri 
Biri Bin.’ Candy Candide comes 
down from the bass fiddle to win a 
salvo with his tricky voice singing 
of ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Ma,,’ and an 
Operatic burlesque. Guitar finishes 
with an original labeled ‘Quirk of a 
Dirk.’ Later on, band goes for three- 
Quarter time playing ‘Tales of 
Vienna Woods, and Alan Cole is 
solid: with his nifty tenoring of 
‘Marie Elena,’ ‘Sister and I’ and 
Things I Love.’ Finishes with a 
thythm medley for curtain. Fio Rito 
has some good solo performers, and 
does a pleasing job himself in intro- 
ducing the acts. 

‘ Gloria Gibson, amateur, sings 
Walkin’ by the River.’ Nick and 
Viki Collins are youthful looking and 
handle the dogs nicely in two tap 
routines, Goli Gali is an unusual 
magician and fits perfectly into band 
show because all his tricks are de- 





signed for laughs. Works with baby 
chicks and corks for eye-fooling, 
then brings a couple of boys from 
the audience to get more giggles with 
his ledgerdemain. 

Joe and Jane McKenna furnish 
more comedy with gags and dancing. 
Joe’s imitation of a drunk and their 
finish with a roughhouse impression 
of a classical dance team are the 
highlights of their turn. 

Biz fair at third show Friday (20), 
opening day. Kiley. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 








Major interest in this week’s news- 
reel parade shuttles between the 
after effects of the sinking of the 
Robin Moor, the resolve of Great 
Britain and its Allies to go on fight- 
ing until Hitlerism is wiped out and 
the closing of Nazi consulates in the 
United States. Curiously, the Em- 
bassy’s editor gives first place in the 
runoff to Paramount’s review of the 
Government’s military intercession 
in the North American Aviation 
Corp. strike. The action on the con- 
sulates was still first page stuff in 
the newspapers on the day (Thurs- 
day) this run-off was caught, while 
the North American incident had 
gone into newsprint limbo. Inci- 
dentally, Paramount is also the 
source of the Embassy’s snapshots of 
the German consulate in New York, 
the German Railways office and the 
Nazi Government’s local information 
bureau. 

Paramount also is responsible for 
an interesting compendium of re- 
cent British successes, such as the 
return of Selassie to his throne, the 
suppression of the Iraqi revolt and 
the sinking of the Bismarck. This 
summary includes a view of Captain 
James Roosevelt inspecting a group 
of bomber planes in Egypt that had 
recently arrived from the U. S. 
From Fox comes an excerpt of the 
speech which Winston Churchill de- 
livered to a council of Britain’s do- 
minions and allies at which all 
pledged themselves to the extermina- 
tion of Hitler and his mob. 

Tex McCrary, who doubles from 
chief editorial writer on the N. Y. 
Mirror to commentator for the 
Newsreel Theatres, Inc., operator of 
the Embassy, this week takes Hitler 
and Stalin as the objects of his 
treatise, ‘Brother Rats,’ or ‘Russia’s 
Everybody’s Bad (Good) Neighbor.’ 
As far as McCrary was concerned 
Stalin stooged for Hitler. But Mc- 
Crary’s reflections, of course, may 
have changed to some extent since 
he made the above statement. 


Pictorial reference to the Robin 
Moor sinking by a Nazi sub is di- 
vided between Paramount and Fox. 
Paramount’s clip shows the head of 
the steamship line owning the Moor 
reading off the manifest of the ill- 
fated boat to prove there had been 
no war contraband aboard it, while 
Fox gives a glimpse of some of the 
survivors brought to Brazil. Fox 
also contributes a view of the Zam- 
zam’s survivors as they arrived in 
Spain on their way back to "er S. 

ec, 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, June 21. 
Don Hooton, Nelsons’ Marionets, 
Paul Regan, Marvin and White, Les- 
ter Harding, Herb Six House Orch, 
Beverly Bernstein; ‘Power Dive’ 
(Par). 





A standard variety bill is back in 
vogue at the Tower after several 
weeks of units and revues. In 45 
minutes this runs a bit longer than 
usual, but it shapes up as better than 
average entertainment and doesn’t 
drag despite its length. Band gets a 
full inning to open on its own ar- 
rangement of ‘Intermezzo,’ and from 
there on it’s turned over to Lester 
Harding who returns after a four- 
week absence to the task as singing 
m.c. 

First spot is to Don Hooton, mix- 


ing baton twirling and rope spinning | 


with tapping for a snappy act, and 
show is well underway. Bit of a lull 
is furnished by Beverly Bernstein as 
the amateur discovery whose 
soprano is not yet fully trained. 
Pace is quickly recovered by mario- 


nets manipulated by the Nelson two-| 


Pair gets a comic touch into 
its simian acrobat and puppet 
pagliacci, rounding out its turn 
nicely with an inebriate, quartet of 
wooden soldiers and dusky jitterbug. 

Turn by Marvin and hite, in 
which they revolve impressions 
around patter, is in the novelty class 
with their sleigh beil ringing, but de- 
cidedly average when they go to 
jitterbugging. Harding takes the 
mike for his baritone version of 
‘Maria Elena’ in usual acceptable 
manner, and then turns show over to 
Paul Regan. 

In the closing spot Regan em- 
bellishes his list of imitations and 
caricatures with some good material, 
besides playing them slightly on the 
satire side. Gets a good hand for his 
work on President Roosevelt, 
Willkie, Licnel Barrymore and Clem 
McCarthy. Harding and the band 
zip it up with a musical ‘Goodbye 
Now’ as finale. 

Biz isn’t what it has been with re- 
cent string of units on stage, but 
turnout is still reassurring for these 
sultry weeks. Quin. 


some. 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Guy Lombardo Orch (13) with 
Kenny Gardiner; Bernards (3) and 
Adorables (6), Bobby May, Sybil 
Bowan; ‘Out of the Fog’ (WB), re- 
viewed, in Variety, June 11. 





For years the Guy Lombardo band 
has been going along at a steady pace 
with a brand of commercial music 
that never changes in style, tempoes 
or patronage. It is never bothered 
by the swift rise and ebb of the 
Benny Goodmans, Glenn Millers, 
Larry Clintons, et al, going on its 
serene way, drawing’ important) 
money for its dates. It has a wide} 
following who demand consideration 
before any changes can be made in 
the band, such ag adding a new 
singer, etc. If they disapprove of a 
move its patrons express themselves 
in no uncertain terms. Lombardo’s 
name and style have thus become in- 
stitutional. 


At the Strand the outfit awakens 
lusty reaction to its arrangements of 
pops and standards. From opening 
to closing them the audience, when 
caught, derived immense satisfaction 
from work of the band as a whole 
and its song trio and soloist Kenny 
Gardiner. Added to the outfit while 
it was at the Hotel Roosevelt, New 
York, recently, Gardiner’s smooth 
vocal style fits the groove of the 
band neatly. He works alone, in 
company, or alternating, with the 
trio. Carmen Lombardo still sings 
solo, however, getting one crack at 
‘You Stepped out of a Dream.’ 
Band’s lineup of tunes is deftly 
varied, running the gamut of bygene 
favorites through the modern ‘Hut- 
Sut Song.’ 


Bernards (3) and Adorables, sextet 
of lookers (New Acts), provide neat 
opening and are followed, after an 
orchestra interlude, by Bobby May, 
standard juggler. May offers some 
good tricks, teeing off with average 
Indian club tossing, then progressing 
to balancing a silk topper on a cigar. 
His jerky-motion juggling of rubber 
balls is similar to Stan Kavanagh’s 
method and May hasn’t perfected the | 
style enough to corral the returns it 
could get. Good trick is doing a 
headstand while bouncing balls off a 
drum in time to music. Finale is a 





good flash, using electrically lighted 
ring spinning on one knee, a large 
sphere rotating on his head and five 
small balls being juggled simul- 
taneously. 

_ Sybil Bowan cleans up with her| 
imitations. She rips off the. roof! 
with costumed takeoffs of Carmen| 
Miranda, a cockney bathing beauty, 
Gloria Swanson being imitated by: 
another gal, Bea Lillie and Mrs. 
F. D. R. Some of the above she has 
done at this house before, but long 
enough ago not to lose impact. Be- 
sides, they’re so cleverly done that 
repetition doesn’t matter. She was 
the big click of the bill. Wood. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 18. 
Andrews Sisters (3), Joe Jackson, 
Jr., Gordon and Rogers, Frank Paris, 
the Titans (2), Peggy O’Neill Line 
(12), Charles Kaley House Orch (13); | 
‘The Big Boss’ (Col). 








A markedly collegiate aggregation 
of adoring jive hounds packed the 
Gate to give the Andrews Sisters a 
capacity opening on their Frisco 
debut. Gals were headed for Sophie 
Tucker’s opening-day mark of last 
week, but the Louis-Conn fight came 
along and sloughed the supper show. 

Introduced by Charles Kaley, the 
songbirds are assigned the long clos- 
ing spot. Capering to the mike, they 
ge straight into ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ 
with ‘Mean to Me’ asachaser. Open- 
ing bars of latter drew a smattering 
of applause, which crescendoed at 
the finish and nearly lifted the roof 


skeleton closer. Latter is done in 
fluorescent light, for a neat flash, 
laugh finish coming when the bones 
fly apart. 

Band number and house line’s only 
routine are combined in the trey for 
‘Hut Sut Song,’ novelty which is 
okay, paving the way for the torrid 
tempoes of Gordon and Rogers, 
Negro comedy-dance act that burns 
up enough energy to operate the 
heating system. 

Boys go in for bright green and 
yellow suits which grab guffaws au- 
tomatically. Introduced here as 
fresh from a run with Jimmie 
Lunceford’s orch, these sepia step- 
pers should have no booking wor- 
ries, mixing joint-jerking steps, fly- 
ing leaps, gags, songs and general 
Harlem hot stuff for landslide re- 
turns. 


Next to closing is Joe Jackson, Jr., | 


and anyone who remembers his dad 
will get a twinge of memory as the 
lad bows on in his ragged, baggy 
bum get-up. Joe has his dad’s sly, 
shy, toothless grin down to perfec- 
tion. Sticking close to his vaude- 
veteran father’s all-panto biz with a 
breakaway bike, Jackson nets an al- 
most continuous string of giggles, 
sustaining interest throughout—and 
his act runs long. He can’t equal his 
_ ne predecessor, but he comes 
close. 


Biz fine at opening. Wern. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, June 21. 
Claire and Hudson, Joan Abbott, 
Albins (2), Victor McLaglen & Co. 
42), Chick and Lee, State-Lake Orch; 
‘Power Dive’ (Par). 





Straight and solid vaudeville show, 
well booked and well routined, plus 
a flicker that has a pop money 
moniker. 

In catching many Hollywood 
names making in person appearances 
audience reactions have been varied, 
but at no time did any Coast star 
walk into such a resounding hail of 
audience response as did Victor 
McLaglen at the last show Friday 
(20). For several minutes McLaglen 
was forced to just stand there while 
the audience clapped itself out. 

McLaglen holds the stage nicely 
with some simple chatter about him- 
self and his pictures, then into a 


long-winded and hokey recitation, | 


followed by some comedy with a 
stooge asking for an _ autograph. 
Winds up with his weakest trick, a 
short acting sequence showing the 
death scene from “The Informer,’ 
which won him an Oscar. Gen- 
erally, the act seemingly has shown 
some improvement over its weak 
break in dates. 

Rest of the show is standard and 
clean-cut, with Joan Abbott scoring 
niftily with her vocals. With a fine 
appearance, Miss Abbott stands out 
with noval songs plus great arrange- 
ments. This audience liked it all. 

Claire and Hudson are powerful as 
ever with their hand-to-hand and 
balancing work. Man is a fine un- 
derstander and the girl has appear- 
ance and works well. Their comedy, 
though, is questionable. For comedy 
knockabout there are the Albins, 
man-and-woman burlesque dance 
pair. This audience ate this stuff up 
and wanted more of the prattfalls, 
etc. Much of it is repetitious but it 
went over solidly. hick and Lee, 
were also clicks with their comedy 
mimicry. It was pie for the folks. 

Business good. Gold. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, June 24. 
Paul Remos and *his Wonder 
Midgets, Romo Vincent, Stuart Mor- 
gan Dancers (4), Gae Foster House 
Line (16), Joe Lombardi Mouse 
Orchestra; ‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par). 








for the third item, ‘Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy’ from ‘Buck Privates,’ in 
which Universal pic they are fea- 
tured. 

LaVerne Andrews then intros each 
subsequent number, acting as front- 
gal for the trio. ‘Apple Blossom 
Time’ got a hearty ovation, but it’s 
‘Rhumboogie’ which set the _ kid- 
crowd on its ear again. The darlings 
of the discs go into ‘Sonny Boy’ for 
their sixth ditty, a new version in 
which Sonny Boy (LaVerne) asks 
questions answered by the lyrics. 
Only mild, although may catch on 
when it becomes more familiar. The 
gals mention it has just been waxed. 

Trio has worked up a sock finale, 
using only the drummer and the 
audience, which is induced to clap 
hands to the beat pounded out on the 
traps. To this primitive rhythm, the 
Andrewses go into ‘My Bonnie,’ ex- 
tremely effective. Two sisters then 
fade, leaving only LaVerne, who 
trucks slowly to the wings while the 
hand-clap beat continues—which is a 
novel way of getting off. A little on 
the lean and angular side, the gals 
nevertheless are attractively gowned 
in frilly white and make a snappy 
appearance. 

Vaude section opens directly on 
The Titans, smooth-working control 
acros working in athletic trunks and 
shoes only. Muscle-men picked up 
bursts of thunder all along the way. 
Deucing is Frank Paris with large- 
size marionets that he operates singly 
on full stage, dark save for a spot. 
Routine includes rhumba dancer, an 
ostrich out of ‘Fantasia,’ a plenty- 
smooth skating turn, jitterbug and a 





| boyish midgets, ; 
| young enough to be moppets their | 


STATE, N. Y. 





Fredysons (7), Masters and Rol- 
'lins, Simone Simon, Al Trahan, 
' Patricia Bowman and Paul Haakon, 
|Ruby Zwerling House Orch; ‘A 
Woman’s Face’ (M-G). 


A strong lineup. Stage show runs 
a bit overlong, particularly with 
| Louis-Conn fight pictures added to 


ithe regular feature and newsreels, 
|but it’s a diverting presentation 
| nevertheless. 

Opens in standard vaude style 


with the seven Fredysons, vet acro- 
|batic turn, speeding through their 
| always-effective teeterboard routine, 
Masters and Rollins, also standard, 
are next with comedy crossfire and 
eccentric dances. Generally good, 
although her Mrs. Roosevelt im- 
personation at the close is hack- 
neyed by now. 

Simone Simon, playing her second 
date at the house in about a year, 1s 
the victim of indiscriminate hand- 


ling. Instead tof working up the 
smart, chic, cute angle, she’s un- 
becomingly togged and _ staged, 


while her material is hopelessly un- 
suited. Her frizzy hair-do looks as 
if she’d just been swimming. Her 
fluffy, light-blue dress is unbecom- 
ing and the color of the spot being 
used gives her a wan, garish appear- 
ance. And to top the whole mis- 
staging setup, instead of a_ solid- 
opaque-colored backdrop which 
would set her off, she’s presented 
against-a brightly-flowered curtain. 
| Young French aci ess-singer’ is 
vocally light, but should offer likely 
prospects if given cute songs and ar- 
rangements. However, the numbers 
she’s now using require unusual 
' vocal range and skill, so she’s licked 
at the start. Even so, she sang three 
|numbers when caushi—a_ Latin- 
| American tune, a brutally-arranged 
and tempoed version of ‘My Sister 
and I’ and a passable edition of ‘I 
Gotta Get Hot,’ from her forthcoming 
picture and a Broadway ‘Scandals’ of 
some seasons ago. 

Al Trahan, who's played the State 
sO many times he should have a 
mortgage on the theatre, has the 
next-to-closing spot with his blonde 
partner-foil, his familiar rough- 
house comedy piano pounding and 
general uproar. When caught at the 
last show opening night (Thursday) 
he stayed on much too long. Yet 
Trahan is a long-established buffoon 
and, even when he isn’t good, he’s by 
no means bad. Probably his bow-off 
thank-you speech is utterly sincere; 
even so, it’s kind of embarrassing. 

Closing turn to the show is the 
real class of the layout—Patricia 
Bowman and Paul Haakon doing 
solo terps and finaling with a polka 
routine together that has undeniable 
| grace, style and skill. In a word, 





| 





| it's sure sock stuff. Haakon opens» 


with a Russian number and, after 
Miss Bowman’s sparkling toe routine 
to ‘Beat Me, Daddy,’ offers a solo 
waltz while she changes. Then they 
| score with the duet. Except for a 
| certain lack of variation in his work, 
| Haakon remains one of the best in 
his line. Miss Bowman is still a 
marvel of grace. Hobe. 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





| Eddie Cantor, Olive Major, Edgar 


| Fairchild, Gloria Gilbert, Sidney 
| Fields, Walter Dare Wahl. Eddie 
McKnight’s House Orch (9); ‘Road 


Show’ (UA). 





Eddie Cantor returned to this re- 
sort for the first time in several 
| years and received an ovation in 
| Frank® Gravatt’s Steel Pier Music 
Hall that showed the radio comedian 
is still a master entertainer. From 
|his first song, ‘The Lady’s in Love,’ 
'he had the crowded hall applauding 





Topnotch acts and slick production| him constantly. This was one of the 


values make this week’s revue sure- | 


together, with no deadwood. | 

Paul Remos turn, in next-to-shut| 
spot, is a winner, audience being sold | 
with first glimpse of duo of acrobatic | 
who almost lock; 


size. They’re socko, especially in| 
work atop a pole and in stunt where | 
Remos, the understander, and one | 
of the pint-size athletes pull what) 
purports to be a cigaret-to-cigaret | 
stand, with hands free. Act is well 
sold at outset by Harry Anger’s stag- | 
ing, too, airport waiting room bit| 
bringing on Remos with valises, out! 
of which midgets pop to _ start 
routine. 

Roxyettes get customers in pleas- 
ant mood by perfuming the theatre 
in their opening ‘Heaven Scent’ 
number, a graceful dance with nose 
appeal as well as eye appeal. They’re 
followed by Stuart Morgan Dancers, 
whose slick and breathtaking adagio 
work is a solid click. 


biggest weekends so far this season 


| fire. It’s gay, spirited and solidly put; and when caught Sunday afternoon 


(22), lines waited for next perform- 
ance. Six performances skedded that 
day. 

Acting as emcee through 45-minute 
show, Cantor introduces his young 
protege, Olive Major, 13-year-old 
singer. Girl has a sock voice, whole- 
some and youthful charm and poise 
of one much older. She sings a 
French number with plenty of range 
and volume and after much applause 
followed with ‘Hut Sut,’ which 
brought thunderous handclapping. 
Her final number from ‘Carmen’ was 
equally well received. 

Cantor works at top speed—his 
songs, yarns and patter never failing 
to please his responsive listeners. His 
song from former years, ‘Making the 
Best of Each Day,’ with interspersed 
references to his personal life and 
family went over big. This is fol- 
lowed by selections of favorites from 
his Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ days and in- 
cludes ‘Ida,’ ‘Marjorie’ and ‘Susie.’ 
Each was received big. 





Romo Vincent, introduced as ‘new 


Broadway personality late of Hurri-| 


cane Restaurant,’ is aces, too, with 
comic songs that are comic and not 
corney and a manner that gets his 


Showman took the huge mob from 
| whistling and stomping to a quiet 
| seriousness that was church-like, as 
'he told them how fortunate they 


material across to good advantage. Stew in living and being happy in 


Roxyettes wind things up with 
their lively fencing routine. 


‘this country. His sincerity, unmis- 


Joe| takable and touching, reached a high 


Lombardi-conducted house orches- | SP0t when, in defending the younger 


tra’s brief overture is in swing 
tempo, with Eileen Ritter, of house 
line, chanting ‘Hut-Sut Song’ to de- 
light jitterbugs down front. 
Biz fair matinee (Monday) caught. 
Mae. 


generation of jitterbugs, he said: 
‘You can be thankful they are hailing 
| bandleaders—not heiling bundlead- 
’ Prolonved cheers followed. 


ers. 
Gloria Gilbert, whose gyrations 
(Continued on page 47) 
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‘Lady’ Exit Speeds 


‘Hattie’ to 26/46 


As Bway Topper: Rhine’ Fine 196 


Broadway entered official summer 
period with 13 attractions remaining 
on the list. Most of the survivors 
drew better attendance last week 
with visiting Louis-Conn fight fans 
helping the three remaining musi- 
ante. Terrific heat hurt at the week- 
end. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(24th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Run- 
ning ’way ahead of Chicago com- 
pany and maintairng capacity at all 

erformances; $16,500 and slightly 

etter. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (19th week) (C- 
712; $3.30). Torrid weather affected 
attendance Saturday, but business 
excellent for comedy-drama success, 
with gross over $11,000. 

‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(144th Gok) (R-1,671; $3.30). Vis- 
itors to metropolis should keep laugh 
revue lighted through another sum- 
mer; moderate operating cost; some 
improvement; rated over $18,000. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (M-1,375; 
$4.40). Laying off until Sept. 1; ex- 
tra space ads calling attention to the 
boxoffice being open for fall per- 
formances. 

‘Life With Father,” Empire (84th 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Was climbing 
strongly until heat wave arrived, but 

ross again better; $14,500; great/for 
ong stayer; only ‘Rhine’ and ‘Ar- 
senic’ top it. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (88th week) (C-1,013; $2.20). 
May attempt summer holdover but 
business not so good though some 
improvement last week; over $7,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (26th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Held its own 
despite the high temperatures, which 
topped 90 degrees; quite satisfactory 
$11,500. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (13th week) 
€D-1,520; $3.30). Not much differ- 
ence; takings slight more than $8,000; 
claimed to be better than even break. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (26th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Claimed pace had 
been incorrect previous week having 
dropped to $14,000; jumped $3,000 or 
more last week with gross around 
$17,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (34th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Suspension 
of ‘Lady in the Dark’ probable factor 
in increase of over $3,000 last week; 
same for ‘Joey’; quoted at $26,500. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (65th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Management 
claimed it would outlast number of 
other stayers and that has proven 
correct; under spring pace but said 


to be okay at close to $5,000. 
‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(9th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Extra 


spaee ads have not helped much, 
with the takings under $4,000; how- 
ever, it costs little to operate. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (30th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). One of the 
shows that the heat and out-of-town 
exodus socked late last week; around 
$10,000. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (12th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Very little 
affected and front running drama 
virtually sold out through the week 
for a gross of $19,000. 


Billie Burke $5,300, S.F. 


San Francisco, June 24. 
Fifth and final week of ‘Vin 
Tree’ with Billie Burke, at H 
Duffy’s Alcazar, held up okay for 
$5,300 last week. 
‘No Time for Comedy’ with Francis 
Lederer replaces. 
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Fay Wray in ‘June 16’ 
Fair 414G in Montreal 


Montreal, June 24. 

Fay Wray in ‘Night of June 16,’ 
presented by Frank McCoy, six 
nights, two mats, at His Majesty’s, 
grossed fair $4,500, at $1 top, plus 
tax, last week. Increased govern- 
ment tax of 20% on admissions did 
its share in nicking gross which was 
also dented by first hot weather spell 
of season. 

Currently, Anna Sten at $1 top 
in ‘Nancy’s Private Affair.’ 


‘Girls’ Smash 
In St. L. Bow, 
Grossing 4G 


St. Louis, June 24. 

Ideal weather, after a week of 
blistering heat, and a cast of excel- 
lent, youthful exhuberants made the 
opening here last night of the re- 
vived ‘Too Many Girls’ a smash hit. 
A crowd that paid more than $4,000 
for the debut performance, first of a 
week’s stand in the Municipal thea- 
tre’s al fresco theatre in Forest Park, 
gave the former Broadway musical 
smash a big ovation. 

The Rodgers-Hart musical, pro- 
duced on Broadway a couple of sea- 
sons ago by George Abbott and sub- 
sequently filmed, has a cast that in- 
cludes such excellent talent as Joan 
Edwards, the singer; Frankie 
Thomas, Jr., tapster Betty Bruce, 
Dan Harden, from the vacationing 
Broadway Gertrude Lawrence 
starrer, ‘Lady in the Dark’; Jack 








Williams, hoofing juve; Rice De 
Sierra, Cuban tenor, and Mar- 
garet Adams. Thomas and Miss 


Adams are outstanding in the gen- 
erally excellent cast. Others in the 
cast who show well are Joseph 
Macaulay, Donald Burr, Jack Dona- 
hue, Ruth Urban, Ethel Taylor and 
Maryon Dale. 

The huge stage enabled Watson 
Barratte to design some eye-filling 
sets that produced a nifty collegiate 
atmosphere. 

Hoofing routines, which ranged 
from the cakewalk to the rhumba, 
were cooked up by Al White, Jr., the 
dance director. 

Victor Herbert’s ‘Sweethearts’ 
finished its fifth one-week stand 
Sunday (22) with a phen gross of 
about $45,000. Total attendance was 
70,700, and on five nights the mob 
passed the 10,000 mark. Hundreds 
were turned away the last night. 
Operetta overcame opposition from 
night baseball and a symph al fresco 
concert, drawing raves from all the 
crix, with comedienne Cass Daley 
grabbing the larger portion of the 
posies. 





Ney Joins Reserves 


Detroit, June 24. 


Richard Ney, oldest of the sons in 
the ‘Life with Father’ cast now at 
the Cass theatre here, has joined the 
U. S. Naval Reserve. 

However, it marks no immediate 
rift in the family since, while the 
young actor entered the Naval force 
June 21, he was placed on the ‘in- 
active list’ until Sept. 18. He will 
then be sent to the midshipman’s 
School, Northwestern University, for 
training. 


Light Opera Revivals On 
Five Wks. in L.A., Frisco 
Show Profit at $275,000 


Los Angeles, June 24. 

Holdover of ‘Cabin in the Sky’ by 
the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
association fared exceptionally well 
at the Philharmonic. Ethel Waters 
opus bettered $26,000, although this 
was over a 10 grand slip from the 
previous week. 

Light opera season of five weeks 
each in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco may better $275,000, first time 
the organization has shown a profit 
in severai seasons. 


STRAWHAT PLAY SEEN 
SLATED FOR B’WAY 


‘Village Green,’ with Frank Craven 
starred, may be one of the earliest 
openings among next season's Broad- 
way crop. Craven, who came east 
to try out in the strawhat play, re- 
turned to the coast early this week, 
but is due back in August. It’s likely 
that ‘Green’ will be presented on 
Broadway by John Golden. 

Play was presented in White 
Plains, N. Y., last week. It was writ- 
ten by Carl Allensworth. 


_—— 


St. Louis Seeks Curb 
For Menke Showboat 


St. Louis, June 24. 


Capt. John W. Menke, owner and 
impresario of his Mississippi river 
showboat Goldenrod, which has been 
presenting oldtime mellers for more 
than four years at the local port, 
again is under fire of city fathers 
trying to place the rivercraft specific- 
ally under theatrical safety restric- 
tions, City Counselor Joseph F. Hol- 
land is drafting an ordinance to place 
the river theatre under the same 
safety regulations as other theatrical 
enterprises in the city. 

In 1937 a similar attempt fell by 
the wayside when U. S. District 
Judge George H. Moore granted an 
injunction restraining the municipal- 
ity from interfering on the grounds 
the ordinance did not cover boats. 























Chicago, June 24. 
Business around the theatres was 
good enough last week to surprise 
most of the theatre men since 

weather was sweltering in the 90’s. 
Particularly good was ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ and 
‘My Sister Eileen’ sagged, but made 
money. More of a struggle was ‘Ac- 
cent on Youth,’ with Luther Adler 
and Sylvia Sidney. Show drew fine 


notices and is getting good word of 
mouth, but doubtful of sticking. 


‘Hellzapoppin’ at the Erlanger can 
now be expected to stay in town for 
a long time. Caught on easily on 
shift to the loop theatre last week 
and ran almost to capacity through- 
out despite the handicap of a heated 
thermometer. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Accent on Youth,’ Selwyn (3d 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Up a little bit 
over previous week at $5,500. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand 
(llth week) (1,200; $2.75). Slipped 
to around $10,000, but slated to stay. 
‘Helizapoppin,’ Erlanger (6th week) 
(1,400; $3.30). First week in this loop 
house was a big winner and bright 
at $20,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (18th 
week ) (1,000; $2.75). Smoothly paced, 











1776 Broadway New York 











but on to around $9,500; re- 
ported through this week. 


Chi Weathers Heat; Adler-Sydney 
Due Off; ‘Hellz’ 206, ‘Arsenic’ 106 
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Father’ Sock $19,300 
In 3d Detroit Week 


Detroit, June 24. 

Continuing along brightly, ‘Life 
With Father’ has rung up an op- 
proximate $62,000 in its first three 
weeks here at the Cass. 

In its third week the Dorothy Gish- 
Louis Calhern troupe tucked a nearly 
$19,300 behind the preceding $21,000 
and $22,000 to better an average for 
the period over the level of the pre- 
ceding record established at the 
$2.75 top by John Barrymore in ‘My 
Dear Children’ in its first week. The 
$20,600 average struck for the three 
weeks of ‘Life With Father’ there- 
fore tops the Barrymore record. 


Ticket sale, despite a heat wave here, 
shows little decline. 








. ERIE SEASON BOWS JULY 2 
Jamestown, N. Y., June 24. 
Fifth season of plays at the Dock 
theatre, Point Chautauqua, has been 
set by the Erie, Pa., Playhouse be- 
ginning July 2. Erie group returns 
with a new director, Edward Ray- 
mond Downes, former Broadway 
showman. 


Richard Fleischer, Son of Cartoonist, 
Heads Group in New Strawhat Idea 





Richard Fleischer, Brown, ’39, son 
of Max Fleischer, the Paramount 
cartoon producer, and now doing 
post-graduate work at the Yale 
School of Drama, is taking a col- 
lege troupe of 12 into Lake Tarle- 
ton, N. H., summer resort, for an 
eight-week season, with a new straw- 
hat idea. Known as the Arena Play- 
ers, theory of putting on shows 
eliminates use of stage scenery, and 
includes working in auditoriums, 
ballrooms, gymnasiums and the like, 
with the audience on all sides of the 
players. 


Young Fleischer and his eight 
young men and four femmes, all 
doing post-grad work at the Yale 
drama course, has been experiment- 
ing with the scenery-less theatre 
form for some time. Walter Jacobs, 
of the Family Jacobs, hoteliers w.k. 
in show biz, who operates the swank 
Lake Tarleton resort, heard of it and 
booked the company for the sum- 
mer season. 


Frederick Jessner, one-time Max 
Reinhardt associate in Berlin, now 
tutoring at Yale on a fellowship, is 
co-director of the Arena Players 
with young Fleischer. Plays like 
‘Milky Way,’ ‘French Without Tears,’ 
‘Penny Wise,’ ‘Squaring the Circle,’ 
‘Outward Bound,’ ‘Petticoat Fever,’ 
‘Three-Cornered Moon’ and ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ will be given, 
changes weekly. In between the 
Tarleton bookings, the Arena Piay- 
ers plan strawhat dates in New 
England. 


The arena idea of the theatre is 
not original with the Yale bunch. 
It’s been signally successful at the 
Penthouse theatre of the U. of 
Washington, Seattle, for seven years, 
vith result the undergraduates were 
enabled to build their own 170-seat 
theatre. costing $80.000. A _ profes- 
sional troupe last summer did the 
arena idea on Long Island, featuring 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ and num- 
bers from ‘Pins and Needles,’ the 
latter a revue which necessitated the 
chorus line being formed in a circle, 
making for an unusual effect. 


The Russian stager, Theodore 
Komisarjevsky, who did ‘Russian 
Bank’ on Broadway, but is best 


known for his staging of ‘The Cherry 
Orchard’; Elmer Rice, Otto Prem- 
ingef and others have been inter- 
ested in the Arena Players and have 
lectured before them. Allardyce 
Nicoll is chairman of the depart- 
ment and Frank McMullen of the 
faculty’ directs. George Pearce 
Baker’s famed 47 Workshop is part 
of the course in the Yale School of 
Drama, perpetuated to the memory 
of the drama professor responsible 
for many present-day technicians of 
dramatic arts. 





Pasadena Opens Season 
Pasaden@d, Cal., June 24. 

Community Playhouse here opened 
its eight-week summer season yes- 
terday (Monday) with the George S. 
Kaufman-Mare Connelly comedy, 
‘Beggar on Horseback.’ 

Seven other plays scheduled are: 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
June 30-July 5; ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
July 7-12; ‘Minick,’ July 14-19; ‘Once 
In a Lifetime,’ July 21-26; ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You,’ July 28-Aug. 2; 
‘The Royal Family,’ Aug. 4-9, and 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Aug. 11-16. 





Suffield’s Opener 
Suffield, Conn., June 24. 

The Band Box theatre opens its 
sixth season tonight (Tuesday) with 
‘Tonight We Dance,’ directed by 
Mary Ann Dentler. 

Company includes Janet Hill, Rich- 
are Burdette, Irene Corlett, Bartan 
Lowell, Marcus Mensch, Robert 
Downing, Charles Butler, Marguerite 
Geha, Curtis Wheeler, Robert Jack- 
son, Ivan Green, Sally Hurlbut and 
John Campbell. Lloyd Spangler is 
scenic artist. 

A new play will be presented each 
Tuesday. No performances Sunday 
or Monday and no matinees. 





Springfield, Mass., Skidder 
Springfield, Mass., June 24. 
Plans for a summer theatre in 
Springfield flopped when it was 
learned that Harold J. Kennedy, who 
had arranged for use of the Trade 
School auditorium for the summer 
season, had decided to engage in a 
similar project in Chicago with Syl- 
via Sidney, motion picture star. Ken- 
nedy had been on the road with Miss 
Sidney and Luther Adler in recent 
weeks. The news disappointed local 
enthusiasts, who had awaited the 





had been considering improvements 
to make the stage and equipment 
more adequate for professional use. 
Reports that William Miles, direc- 
tor of the Berkshire Playhouse at 
Stockbridge, Mass., was considering 
some arrangement to extend his ac- 
tivities here upon the failure of Ken- 
nedy .to use the theatre, were de- 
nied by Miles. In town for a news- 
paper luncheon opening the straw- 
hat season officially, Miles refused 
to interest himself in the project. 





Valley Players Bow June 30 
Holyoke, Mass., June 24. 

The Valley Players will open the 
summer season at Mountain Park 
Casino June 30 with ‘Here Today.’ 
The players plan a nine-week season. 

Miss Jackson Perkins, Lauren Gil- 
bert and Walter Coy will be featured 
in the opening production, 





Eye Bennett Play for B’way 
New Hope, Pa., June 24. 
Kenyon Nicholson and Theron 
Bamberger, directors of the Bucks 
County Playhouse at New Hope, Pa., 
are reviving Arnold Bennett’s ‘The 
Great Adventure’ for the June 30 
week with an eye to bringing it to 
Bgoadway in the fall. Play was first 
(Continued on page 44) 


STAGE RELIEF FUND 
GROSSED $22,436 


Through its treasurer, John 
Golden, the Stage Relief Fund an- 
nounces that during the season just 
completed 12 performances for the 
benefit of the fund grossed $22,436. 
The average take of the legiters, 
mostly played on Sunday nights was 
$1,870 and programs sold for the 
shows amounted to $884. 


Stage Relief started in 1932 and 
was designed. to help needy actors 
during the depression. 


A plan to merge all actor charities 
is being considered, and if the Actors 
Fund is designed as the sole dis- 
tributing organization, it might com- 
Plicate giving the special perform- 
ances for both the Fund and Stage 
Relief. Latter, however, intends 
continuing to function. 

There are more performances for 
the Fund than for Stage Relief. 
Equity contracts stipulate periodical 
benefits for the former. It’s pointed 
out that a sizeable sum is raised for 
Stage Relief and that it supplements 
the Fund. 


Added Strawhats 


(Equity-Approved Only) 














Broadway players, Nuangola, Pa.— 
Royal Stout. 


Cedarhurst theatre, Cedarhurst, 
L. I—Hall Shelton. 
Mt. Gretna players, Mt. Gretna, 


Pa.—M. Mansfield. 

Paterson players, Paterson, N. J.— 
John C. Webb. 

His Majesty’s theatre, Montreal.— 
Frank McCoy. 

Deer Lake theatre, Orwigsburg, 
Pa.—Anthony Parella. 

Cragsmoor playhouse, Cragsmoor, 
N. Y.—Hugh Neville. 

Lakemont theatre, Toledo, O.—Jan 
Linderman. 

American Actors Co., 
Conn.—B. Wile. 


EDDIE 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 


ON TOUR 


Branford, 
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Dramatists Would Not Limit Royalties 
If Shows Exceed Fixed Guarantees 





. y 


Dramatists Guild proposes seeking 
royalties on all money taken in for 
performances, there being a number 
of instances in which they are not 
considered although the manager is 
not a participant either. Principal 
cases in point are not bookings where 
the show is guaranteed a fixed sum, 
but where tickets bring in additional 
coin, such as those under auspices of 
the various junior leagues, college 
organizations and such. 

Last season “There Shall Be No 
Night’ played a flock of such book- 
ings. Usually the show was paid 
$2,000 for a showing, generally staged 
in auditoriums. Junior league or 
other organization, under whose au- 
spices the performance was given, 
sold the tickets and it is estimated 
that double or more than the guaran- 
tee was grossed. Authors say they 
should receive royalty on that addi- 
tional amount. Like ‘Night’ (Lunts) 
other name touring shows enter into 
similar guarantee bookings. 

There is no clainmr for participation 
by the manager and it is expected 
there will be no objection from that 
end, since the management makes 
such deals and is fully aware of the 
financial setup. However, such book- 
ings are not made with the assent of 
the author. 

Amended Pact in Final Form 

The amended basic agreement has 
been virtually gotten into final form, 
but it is possible that provision will 
be made to cover the guarantee or 
‘sellout’ performances booked, so 
that the author will get a percentage 
on the ‘overage.’ Of course, where 
the total sale does not reach the 
guarantee, author would not receive 
added royalty but the company man- 
ager would be responsible, getting a 
total count and collecting from the 
guarantor. 

Idea of participating in the nu- 
merous theatre parties on Broadway 
will probably also be sought by the 
authors. Any number of perform- 
ances are sold to organizations dur- 
ing the season, either at boxoffice 
rates or at a reduction. Organiza- 
tions conducting the parties have ex- 
tra sets of tickets printed which they 
sell in various ways to subscribers. 

In most instances the parties are 
for charitable purposes and not in- 
frequently tickets with a boxoffice 
price of $3.30 are disposed of at $10 
each. It’s pointed out that the dif- 
ference in royalty on what the box- 
office gets and that actually obtained 
is often an appreciable amount and 
authors claim they have a right to 
their contract percentage. 





Ann Corio Injury 
Requires Pair For 


‘White Cargo’ Lead 


Hartford, June 24. 

Unusual situation of having two 
persons play the lead role of Ton- 
deleyo in ‘White Cargo’ during each 
performance was unveiled last week 
at the Capitol theatre in nearby New 
Britain. Originally lead role was 
for stripper Ann Corio, making a 
stab at legit. At first show Monday 
(16) night, burlesquer slipped and a 
bone in one foot was broken. 

Following day show was cancelled. 
On Wednesday (18) Miss Corio and 
Vera Visconte split the title role, 
latter emoting in scenes requiring 
motion on stage, stripper taking part 
in those scenes where little activity 
was required. 

Stripper it’s understood, will not 
be fully recovered from her fall for 
about six weeks. Is playing show at 
Worcester, Mass., this week under 
Same conditions as played at New 
Britain, but following Worcester date 
she’s cancelling all chores and will 
probably return to Hartford, her 
home town, to await complete heal- 


Delf Back in N. Y. 


Harry Delf returned to New York 
last week, having been hospitalized 
for months after a motor car acci- 
dent last winter in which his wife 
was killed. His mother-in-law and 
he were badly injured in the smash- 
up, which occurred during a trip ex- 
pected to end in Florida. After be- 
ing discharged from a hospital he 
went there to recuperate. 

Actor-author completed the script 
of a comedy called ‘It’s Born in 
’Em’ before the accident and he pro- 
poses to present the play next season. 














Summer Premieres 


(June 25-July 5) 





‘Broad way—1941,’ modernized ver- 
sion by Phil Dunning of George Ab- 
bott’s and his ‘Broadway,’ at Mon- 
towese playhouse, Branford, Conn. 
(1-5). 

‘Tower Beyond Tragedy,’ John W. 
Gassner’s dramatization in verse of 
poem by Robinson-Jeffers, with 
Judith Anderson, at Forest theatre, 
Del Monte, Cal. (2-5). 

‘Final Answer,’ by Llewellyn Mil- 
ler, at Woodstock (N. Y.) playhouse 
(3-6), 


EXTENSIVE TOUR 
FOR WYNN'S 
BOYS 


Most extensive tour of any of the 
Broadway musicals for next season 
has been arranged for Ed Wynn’s 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ which will 
play coast to coast, with a fair part 
of the south included. Starting date 
is Sept. 1 and the finale is due around 
next mid-April. Revue was pre- 
sented on Broadway by and with the 
comic last season and played a few 
out of town dates during the spring. 

Feature of the ‘Boys’ route is the 
number of small stands. Around 100 
one-nighters have been booked, a 
modern record for a major musical 
attraction. In addition there is a 
flock of two day stands. 


Show will be trouped like a circus. 
Three sleeping cars, three baggage 
cars and a leased diner will com- 
prise the outfit. Entire company will 
live aboard the train when the 
smaller stands are played. That will 
be a break for the players and en- 
semble since the management is re- 
quired to pay the sleeper cost. 

There will be several new acts en- 
gaged other than those seen in the 
original lineup, and there will be a 
replacement for Jane Pickens, one of 
the featured people. 

Labor Day opening date is Her- 
shey, Pa., a week of one nighters fol- 
lowing. First week stand is Washing- 
ton. Longest dates for the show will 
be Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
‘Boys’ playing two weeks in each 
spot. 

Fred Zweifel, who booked the 
route, will again be the manager, 
with Al Spink and Charles Bragg 
ahead. 


‘BELINDA’ 2-FOR-1 STUNT 
GOES HAYWIRE, FOLDS 


An experiment in cut-rating, tried 
for ‘Johnny Belinda,’ which closed 
at the Longacre, N. Y., last week, 
went haywire. Harry Wagstaff Grib- 
ble, who presented the drama, ad- 
vertised in a tabloid that the accom- 
panying coupon was good for two 
tickets for the price of one at the 
boxoffice. Result was that patrons 
who had purchased tickets in ad- 
vance demanded the same price and 
$3,500 had to be refunded. 

Anyone who did not have the cou- 
pon had to produce one to get the 

















half rate, so he went out, bought the 
paper for 2c and thrust in into the} 
boxoffice, getting the tickets at the | 
price advertised. Management had | 
distributed two for one coupons in| 
many spots, which were also honored | 
while other patrons paid the full 
rate of $3.30 top. Final week’s busi- 
ness was expected to jump, but the 
gross was around $3,000. ‘Belinda’ | 
managed to span the season to mod- | 
erate grosses but because of prelimi- 
nary expenses and later promctional 
stunts, ended well in the red. 

Several months ago, show printed 
drug store fountain specialties on 
eight by 10 inch paper with the name 
of the play following the stores’ 
copy. Paper was pasted in the win- 
dows of the chain and was supposed 
to be for free. Last week the Shu- 
berts received a bill for $250 for the 
privilege and tried to find out who 
ordered the stunt. They operate the 
Longacre. 





New H’wood Revue 


Hollywood, June 24. 

New musical revue, ‘Fun for the 
Money,’ is slated to open at the Hol- 
lywood Playhouse in July, sponsored 
by George Shafer, operator of the 
theatre. Robert Gordon, recently 
arrived from New York, is doing the 
casting. 

Music for the play is by Forman 
Brown and book by Charles Sher- 
man. 


TA QUIZZED BY 
TAX DEPT. ON 
EXEMPTION 


Theatre Authority will amplify its 
contention of being strictly a chari- 
table organization before the income 
tax division of the Treasury Depart- 
ment today (Wednesday) in Wash- 
ington. Alan Corelli, for TA, and 
Henry Jaffe, its counsel, will be 
present for that purpose. 

TA collects 15% from benefit per- 
formances, admission tickets to 
which are tax free, and distributes 
the money to theatrical charities. 
Tax officials have ruled, however, 
that as some of the money collected 
goes for TA expenses, its receipts are 
taxable. 

Such a ruling was made during 
the drive for the Greek War Fund 
last spring, and as all tickets were 
already printed, the tax could not be 
passed on to those who attended the 
numerous benefit shows. Amount 
paid out by the Greek War Relief 
Association was over $10,000 and if 
a reversal of the ruling is obtained, 
the Government would refund that 
tax. 

TA contends, too, that it is an aide 
to the Government in that by super- 
vision of benefits phoney affairs 
which formerly secured exe~™~tions 
on tickets have been eliminated. 











Operation of 2 B’way 
Theatres of Boris Said 
Is Stil Undetermined 


It hasn’t been decided yet whether 
the estate of the late Boris Said will 
continue operation of the St. James 
theatre, N. Y., and the 44th Street, 
which the colorful Russian oil ex- 
pert leased from Vincent Astor. 
Said’s widow and Col. James H. 
Hayes, a Standard Oil Co. legal ex- 
pert, are co-executors of the estate. 

It’s understood the executors are 
considering the proposal of handling 
the properties, with Saul Abraham, 
present house manager, and William 
Goldheart, the treasurer, as repre- 
sentatives. Both are popular in show 
circles and it’s figured they could 
book attractions of producers who 
previously shied away from terms 
exacted by the late lessee. 

Lease 6n the St. James will expire 
in September, 1942, and about the 
same period remains on the 44th 
Street lease. 





No Further Reactions to Walkout 
In Equity; Frank Gilmore Seen 
Taking Hand in Anti-Red Move 





Up to early this week there were 
no further reactions to the after- 
math of the dissent within Equity 
when 10 members of the council, 
including two vice-presidents, re- 
signed in concert, dissatisfied over 
the election results that placed three 
independent candidates in that body. 

It’s explained that naming of two 
new v.p.s was postponed principally 
because it was felt that all the new 
members on the council should have 
a chance to participate. It’s likely 
that the officers to be named will 
be chosen from the council rather 


DUFFY, SLAVIN 
IN POP-PRICE 
CHI DEAL 


San Francisco, June 24. 

Israel Slavin, who recently ac- 
quired the Blackstone in Chicago, 
has made a deal with Henry Duffy 
here whereby the vet Coast producer 
will send him at least three road- 
show attractions annually. First will 
be Noel Coward’s ‘The Marquisa,’ 
with Billie Burke topping the cast, 
which opens in Chicago in Septem- 
ber. 


Miss Burke currently is touring for 
Duffy in*The Vinegar Tree,’ which 
played five weeks at the Alcazar 
here and now is at E] Capitan, Holly- 
wood. 


The Chicago bookings are another 
step forward in Duffy’s comeback, 
at a time when popular-priced stage 
fare was considered a thing of the 
past on the Coast. Top producer in 
the hey-day of stock in the west, 
‘Duffy recently opened the long-dark 
Alcazar here with name-casts at 
$1.25 top and is doing so well that he 
has now taken on E] Capitan, with 
the Blackstone now a third stop. 

The Duffy theory of giving first- 
class staging and treatment despite 
the fact that the average price per 
seat at the Alcazar is 84c nights and 
63c matinees is proving sound, both 
the carriage and pop price trade giv- 
ing him good play. It’s one of the 
things all the pad-and-pencil wise- 
acres insisted couldn’t be done, but 
Duffy is doing it. 











A. C. Theatre Reopens 


Atlantic City, June 24. 

Garden Pier theatre, newly air 
cooled, will open Monday (30) with 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ first 
of the Broadway traveling shows to 
be given during season. 

J.C. Nugent and Cora Witherspoon 
play leading roles. 








Chi ‘Arsenic’ in No Danger on Payoff : 
Despite Grand Theatre's Money Jam 


Chicago, June 24. 

Local ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ com- 
pany has been caught in the middle 
of the financial jam caused by the 
insolvency of Sam Gerson, who has 
been operating the Grand theatre. 
Although business has been drop- 
ping, the show is still turning a 
profit and if satisfactory arrange- 
ments are not made with John 
Schreiber, representing the John H. 
Hamlin estate, which owns the the- 
atre property, ‘Arsenic’ may move. 
Selwyn theatre is available after this 
week, 

Gerson, seriously ill, was general 
manager here for the Shuberts, that 
spot now being handled by Abe 
Cohen. Gerson operated the Grand 
for the past two years, that being 
revealed when he filed a voluntary 
bankruptcy petition, with debts ap- 
proximately $105,000. Previously, 
the Shuberts had the Grand after 
George M. Cohan let it go. 

John McManus, who managed the 
Blackstone during the run of ‘Life 





with Father,’ was appointed re- 


s 


ceiver, but on Monday (23) the 
court dissolved the receivership be- 
cause no Gerson assets were dis- 
covered. Recently, it was reported 
that collection of advertising bill for 
$9,000 was sought by the Hearst Chi- 
cago dailies from the Shuberts, but 
they are alleged to have said that 
the obligation is Gerson’s, 

While the financial] tangle is being 
unraveled, ‘Arsenic’ is getting its 
share of receipts daily and there is 
no danger of the cast and staff not 
getting paid in full. House em- 
ployees, too, are being paid daily 
until the Hamlin estate takes pos- 
session next Monday (30), when the 
Gerson lease expires. 

It’s reported that Israel Slavin, 
the truckman who bought the Black- 
stone several months ago, made a 
deal with Gerson, whom he is sup- 
posed to have given $7,000 in return 
for 25% of the Grand profits. He is 
not known to have collected amy. 
Hamlin produced ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 
in 1903 and Wizard Oil is the bank- 
roll of the estate. 


| 


than the body of the membership 
since councillors could, it’s held, 
more efficiently administer the posts, 
In that event two additional coun- 
cillors will be named in the fall 
Council is now on a summer sched- 
ule, meeting every other week. 


Gillmore’s Stand 


Frank Gillmore, former Equity 
head, is reported to have injected 
himself into the situation indirectly, 
Robert Ross, one of those named last 
week to fill a vacated council post, 
refused the appointment, according 
to word from St. Louis, where he 
has a directional job with the Mu- 
nicipal Opera. Ross is wed to Gill- 
more’s daughter, Margalo, and it’s 
indicated that his father-in-law ad- 
vised him to do so. Ross said he 
favored the action of ‘such hard- 
working and loyal members to re- 
sign and I believe their action to 
be absolutely just.’ That suggests 
the opinion of Gillmore. 


Another named by the council last 
week, Douglas Gilbert, also evaded 
the assignment. Gilbert is appear- 
ing in mid-western stock. Raymond 
Massey, next in line in the council 
voting for the replacements, was 
notified when Ross refused and he 
accepted from the Coast. Evelyn 
Wilson, next in order, was then ad- 
vised when Gilbert was declared out, 
and along with Ben Smith, assented. 
The others named to the council 
are Roy Roberts, Evelyn Varden, 
Donald Randolph, Jose Ferrer and 
Alexander Clark. 


Agitation in Equity may have sub- 
sided but for the abrupt withdraw- 
als. Some fellow members figured 
the resignees were badly advised or 
acted without deliberating whether 
such action substantiated their state- 
ment that they believed the council 
was, or will be, dominated by com- 
munists or red sympathizers. There 
is a sharp difference of opinion be- 
tween those who walked out and 
their supporters as against that of 
those who insist that if there are 
reds in their midst, they do not dom- 
inate. Paul Dullzell; Equity’s exec 
sec, takes the latter position and 
contends that unless the Lambertson 
charges are proven, there should be 
no split in Equity. 

Philip Loeb, appearing ih Chi- 
cago with ‘My Sister Eileen,’ who 
was among those named but vigor- 
ously denied his alleged radicalism 
as charged by Congressman Lam- 
bertson, intended ‘to plane to New 
York to attend the council session 
last week when eight replacements 
were made to fill the vacancies left 
wken disaffected councillors resign- 
ed. Upon hearing that, a leading 
Equityite remarked: “There goes the 
ball game,’ because of Loeb’s dy- 
namic way of expressing himself at 
times. Session was reported with- 
out undue fireworks. 


Loeb never made the trip, partly 
due to foggy conditions which 
grounded most planes at the Chi- 
cago airport, and Bob Milford, com- 
pany manager of ‘Eileen,’ declined 
to assume responsibility if Loeb left 
Chicago. Actor reached the show’s 
producer, Max Gordon, by long dis- 








tance several hours after midnight 
Monday (16) but could not get his 
permission either. Loeb kas been 
insistent that charges against him 
being a Communist be investigated, 

Ezra Stone last week made a ‘be- 
lated denial’ of a Variery story that 


; Stated his purpose in supporting the 


independents was ‘to gain a foothold 
in Equity to assure AFRA control of 
television.’ 

‘As I am a life member of Equity, 
and as it is my parent union, my 
purpose now and always is to 
strengthen and uphold it against all 
external and internal forces which 
wilfully or unwittingly try to weaken 
it, he stated. Stone’s name was 
mentioned along with that of Paul 
Stewart’s in the Variery report of 
the ‘tactics’ of several Equity mem- 
bers in throwing in their lot with 
the independents, detailed in the 
June 11 issue. 





Ross’ Statement 
St. Louis, June 24. 

Robert Ross, in refusing the coun- 
cil post, said that ‘subversive ele- 
ments have control of the associae 
tion’ and by accepting he would be 
‘covering up those elements and go- 
ing against the judgment of his 
friends.’ 
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Jemail Tops N. Y. News’ Survey 

The N. ¥. Daily News will shortly 
engage in a promotion campaign to 
familiarize the public with the find- 
ings of the L. M. Clark research or- 
ganization over the past year which 
concluded that Jimmy Jemail’s In- 
quiring Photographer enjoyed No. 1 
readership with the News’ 2,000,000 
daily readers and its 3,500,000 Sun- 
day readers. At a cost of $45,000, 
this researching consumed a year’s 
time, some 500 men and women 
being polled in divers manners one 
day a week. 

Reader interest in the News’ fea- 
tures disclosed the following: That 
C. B. Batcheller’s editorial-page car- 
toon was second; the News’ editorials 
third in reader interest. On a ratio 
basis, Jemail was No. i by 1% times 
over Batcheller; three-to-one over 
the editorials; 8-1 over Ed Sullivan’s 
Broadway column; 10-1 over Danton 
Walker; 14-1 over John Chapman. 

In line with the columnar poll, 
other columns on competitive dailies 
were likewise Crossleyed by L. M. 
Clark Service, and Jemail came out 
28-1 over Winchell in the Mirror, 
for example. 

Poll confined to New York City 
only, with no special emphasis on 
whether it was to focus on Broad- 
way columns or any other special 
department; prime idea: to deter- 
mine relative standing of N. Y. News 
readership. 





That Meanie Hitler 

Adolf Hitler’s timing of his inva- 
sion of Russia Saturday was a dirty 
trick, most U. S. newsmen thought. 
Invariably the fuehrer favored 
American newspapers in the past by 
pulling his coups on Sundays, pro- 
viding legitimate scareheads for the 
customarily newsless Monday morn- 
ing bulldog editions. 

This time, however, the attack 
came at just about the worst possible 
hour, 11:30 Saturday night. Sunday 
papers, heavy and requiring longer 
than usual press-runs, are frequently 
to hadwey~that.time. With details 
scarce anyhow, most newspapers 
managed to crack only bulletin leads 
in the tail end of the run. 

PM, which rolls particularly early 
Saturday nights, turned out its first 
special edition. It issued a 5c extra 
carrying 45 photos, 46 columns of 
text and two detailed maps. Other- 
wise, radia stations—NBC’s short- 
wave listening post gave the press 
associations their first intimation of 
the attack—had the field to them- 
selves for almost 20 hours, or until 
the. Monday bulldogs hit the street. 

Most newsmen readily credited the 
networks with excellent coverage. 





Philly’s Papers Limit Selves 

Philadelphia newspapers, expect- 
ing paper and ink shortages because 
of national defense priorities, made 
a pact to conserve supplies. In- 
quirer and Record, morning sheets, 
agreed not to publish before 8 p.m. 
nor after 4 am. Bulletin, Daily 
News and Ledger, afternoon jour- 
nals, agreed on their part not to pub- 
lish before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m. 
In addition to seeking protection 
from shortages of supplies, mutual 
agreement among publishers was 
aimed as well at reducing rising 
labor costs and cutting down on the 
expensive competition for circula- 
tion. 

All the publishers made major 
concessions in ratifying the pact, but 
it is believed the afternoon sheets 
got the best in the bargain. Agree- 
ing not to publish after 6 p.m. means 
losing late racing and baseball re- 
sults. However, for the morning 
Papers means losing the early: ‘Bull- 
dog’ edition sales as well as privi- 
lege of putting out special 8 a‘m. 
extras that always cut into first edi- 
tion sales of the afternoon sheets. 





Swank’s Staff 

Swank Magazine, new monthly for 
men, has appointed the following 
staff in charge of the regular depart- 
ments, according to Abner J. Sun- 
dell, editor: 

Bide Dudley (drama), Ezra Good- 
man (screen), Caswell Adams 
(sports), Lawrence G. Blochman 
(books), Leo Guild (Broadway col- 
umnist), Joseph Martin (records), 
Selena Royle (radio), and Sergeants 
Dan and Herb Smith (army). 





Griffin’s Dan Parker Libel Suit 

Marcus Griffin, writer, publicity 
agent and author, filed a $200,000 
libel action in N. Y. federal court 
Saturday (21) against Dan Parker 
and the Daily Mirror, Inc., charging 
he was maligned in the Dec. 26, 1940, 
issue of the N. Y. Mirror. Plaintiff 
elaims he was accused of dishonesty. 

Parker charged, Griffin states, 
that he was the wrestling press 


agent of Toots Mondt who was still 
wondering what honest wrestling 
was. He states that the complaint 
Parker had written about in his col- 
umn victually accused him of a fel- 
ony in an attempt to promote a 
wrestling tournament which would 
have had the winners chosen before 
the start of the bouts. 





Headliners Club Awards 


National Headliners’ Club of At- 
lantic City picked these 1941 jour- 
nalistic achievement awards winners 
last week-end: 

Larry Allen, of the Associated 
Press, for his spot news coverage of 
the Mediterranean sea battles. 

Jan. H. Yindrich, of the United 
Press, for his exclusive coverage of 
siege of Tobruk. 

Kenneth Downs, of International 
News Service, for individual initia- 
tive displayed in his series on occu- 
pied and unoccupied France. 


Jay Racusin, of the New York 
Herald Tribune, for his original 
story and those that followed on Dr. 
Gerhard Alois Westrick. 


Lyle Wilson, of the Associated 
Press, for outstanding feature stories. 
Ed Herwig, of the Easton Daily 
Express, for outstanding public serv- 
ice in series on local industries. 
Williamsport Grit for its unique 
achievement in the community news- 
paper field. 


Max Haas, European Picture Serv- 
ice, for his series of spot news pic- 
tures on the ‘Mad Espositos.’ 


Fox Movietone News for its pic- 
tures showing the sinking of the 
French fleet in the Battle of Oran. 

Helen Hiett, of NBC, for best ex- 
clusive radio reporting of a news 
event, her broadcast on bombing of 
Gibraltar. 

Awards will be made at the eighth 
annual Headliners’ Frolic, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday (27-28-29), at 
Traymore hotel. 





McCleery Bankrupt 


Albert Kenny McCleery, writer 
and play director, at present free- 
lancing, filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tuesday), listing $60 in 
assets and liabilities of $3,640. The 
bankrupt earned $1,500 in 1940 and 
$700 in 1939. 

Most of the debts, $1,990, were ac- 
quired through association with the 
American Theatrical Magazine. 
There are no theatrical creditors. 





Circulation Assn. Officers 


International Circulation Managers 
Association closed its annual conven- 
tion in Detroit with the election of 
Ralph B. Cowan, of the Toronto Star, 
as president. 

Matthew G. Sullivan, of the Gan- 
nett Newspapers, was elected. vice 
president; Robert W. Taylor, of the 
Flint Journal, second vice president, 
with James F. Jae, of the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat re-elected conven- 
tion secretary and L. W. McFetridge, 
of the Tulsa World, renamed secre- 
tary-treasurer. 





Street-Smith’s New Mag 


Street & Smith has turned out a 
new mag, National Magazine, for 
‘men in the service, workers in the 
industrial plants, buyers of defense 
bonds, people in the entertainment 
world, women in the home and men 
in the street.’ 

First issue contains articles by 
Robert P. Patterson, Under-Secre- 
tary of War; Supreme Court Justice 
Robert H. Jackson, Admiral H. R. 


Dan Daniel, New York World-Tele- 
gram sports writer, Selling for 10c. 





Young Business Men 
‘ The national Newspaper Circula- 
tion Managers Association at Detroit 
convention here has decided to set 
Oct. 4 aside in all parts of the Coun- 
try as ‘Newspaper Boy Day.’ Or- 
ganization hopes to spread the idea 








that the present kids are ‘young 
business men.’ ; 

It also would serve to put the 
kibosh On some complaints made 
that the newspapers had got special 
exemption for child labor when it 
was legislated out. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Paul Block, 63, publisher and head 
of Paul Block and Associates, na- 
tional advertising representatives, 
died June 22 at his home in New 
York after a long iliness. Once con- 
trolling a countrywide chain of 
newspapers, his holdings had 
dropped to only three dailies at the 





the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
Toledo Blade and The Toledo Times. 
Surviving are his widow, Dina, and 
two sons, Paul, Jr., and William. 
Funeral services were held yester- 
day (Tuesday) at the Temple 
Emanu-El, New York. 


Horace Epes, 59, veteran newspa- 
perman who served with the Asso- 
ciated Press and was general man- 
ager of Consolidated News Features, 
a North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance affiliate, until illness caused 
his retirement in 1939, died June 19 
at his home in New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Lucian Deane Fuller, 57, editor 
and co-publisher of the Cambridge 
(Mass.) Chronicle-Sun, died June 17 
at his home in Melrose, Mass. He 
had been ill about a year. 

Samuel E. Hudson, 72, publisher 
and editor of the Woonsocket (R. I.) 
Call since 1895, died June 17 at his 
home in Woonsocket. Leaves his 
widow, Harriet, and a son, Buell, 
business manager of The Call. 

A. H. .Marchant, 70, advertising 
manager of the Boston Post, who 
started his career with that paper as 
a compositor in 1893, died in Win- 
chester, Mass., June 17 after a long 
illness. 

Rex Lardner, 59, former magazine 
editor and for the past 12 years on 
the editorial staff of the New York 
Times, died Monday (23) at Doug- 
laston, L. I. He was a brother of 
the late Ring Lardner. 





CHATTER 


Al Paris, assistant in Wichita AP 
bureau, reports at Fort Leavenworth 
Tuesday for army duty as draftee. 

Hubert A. Elhoti, city editcr, Suf- 
folk (Va.) News-Herald, called to 
army service and sent to Camp 
Croft, Spartanburg, S. C. 

H. Allen Smith, author of ‘Low 
Man on a Totem Pole,’ is moving to 
Hollywood to write a book of 
close-ups on picture names and 
foibles for Doubleday, Doran. 

Bryce Engle, formerly aviation re- 
porter for The Beacon, joined staff 
of Star-Times, St. Louis, Mo., this 
week. Charles Hull, Beacon re- 
porter, goes to Wichita Eagle, June 
30, as oil editor. 

Barry Bingham, naval reserve 
lieutenant and publisher of Louis- 
ville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, called 
to active service and assigned to 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
as assistant public relations officer. 

Suit for $200,000-has been filed in 
Federal court at Columbus, O. 
against Earl J. Jones, Zanesville, O., 
publisher, by 28 employes of Earl J. 
Jones Enterprises, Inc., who charged 





DE LIAGRE WILL DIRECT 
SELZNICK COAST PLAYS 


Hollywood, June 24. 

David O. Selznick signed Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr., stage director from Broac- 
way, to handle direction of the shows 
to be produced during the strawhat 
season at the Lobero theatre in Santa 
Barbara, in association with John 
Houseman, managing director. 

De Liagre has directed summer 
shows in most of the New England 
spots. He is now assembling casts 
in Hollywood. 








Yardley Under Way 
Philadelphia, June 24. 
Yardley Theatre, suburban sum- 
mer playhouse, gets season under 
way Saturday (28) with ‘Hay Fever.’ 


Nat Burns will stage the produc- 
tions, 10 on the schedule, 
Backed by prominent upstate 


Reading residents, a revived Green 
Hills Theatre swung into action this 





Stark of the United States Navy, and | 


| week at Green Hills Lakes for a 
| schedule of a dozen plays teeing off 
| with ‘Male Animal.’ Robert Hender- 
{son brought in from New York to 
direct, and J. Barbara Kocyan, Met 
Opera canary, has the lead femme 
character part for the season. 





Current Road Shows 


(June 25-July 5) 





‘Accent on Youth’—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (25-5). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 
Grand, Chicago (25-5). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
Curran, San Francisco (25.5). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Aud., Chicago 
(25-5). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Cass, Detroit (25-5). 

‘Male Animal’ (Phillips Holmes)— 
Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (25-1). 

‘Mr. and Mrs, North’—Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (25-1). 





‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chicago 


time of his death. Among them are j (25-5). 


The 


violation of the fair labor standards | 
| act. 





——<3 


Inside Stuff —Legit 





Chorus Equity, which, like Equity, has shown itself to be financially 
strong, is now handling several parcels of realty, being forced to do so 


through foreclosure. 


Mortgage investments are indicated to have been 


thoroughly sound. One which the Chorus branch took over is a house in 
Forest Hills, L. I., valued at more than $10,000, but took title for around 


$4,700, amount of the first mortgage. 
price of the mortgage. 


The property can be secured for the 


Meantime, house is for rent. 


Equity, too, has real estate, but not all was obtained through foreclosure, 
Its mast valuable parcel is the headquarters building on West 47th street. 
Present value is considerably less than the original cost, but all realty has 


declined in recent years. 





As a threat against the Cass, Detroit, for digressing from the UBO 
field by inking in ‘Life With Father’ for a summer run, the Shubert inter- 
ests are purported to have taken a lease on the Lafayette, dormant legit 


house only a block ‘away. 


However, it’s ironic that the walls of the 


Lafayette are splashed with billboards, advertising ‘Father’ at the Cass. 
‘Father’ got plenty of added advertising in Detroit in conjunction with the 


observance of Father’s Day (15). 


A week after its opening the play re- 


ceived more than.a score of ads in the Detroit newspapers run by cloth- 


iers and department stores. 





Sister of Florence Stutz, former ‘Follies’ girl, who suicided recently in 
New York, seeks liquidation of her personal property. Estate principally 
consists of furs, said to be valued at $20,000. The sister, also believed to 


have been in Ziegfeld shows, is reported the principal heir. 


and resides in Astoria, L. I. 


She’s wed 


Deceased leaped from the window of her apartment and was impailed 


upon a picket fence. 


She was divorced, but motive for her suicide is held 


to have been unrequited love for another man. 





Some in the cast of ‘Somewhere in France,’ which the Theatre Guild 
produced in the spring, and which is due on Broadway in the fall, see in 


the play’s plot a similarity in the situation within Equity. 
couple of fascists frame a ‘right guy,’ 


onus of being a communist. 


In ‘France’ a 
upon whom they attempt to put the 


They decline to name the one or more Equityites who apparently have 


been placed in that spot. 





Last two presidents of the Hot Air Club died before their terms ended. 
More than a year ago John Campbell, who had the post, expired and sev- 
eral weeks ago Charles Emerson Cook, named last summer, passed away. 
Each president is chosen by the board, it being a matter of priority. 

Club is a group of showmen that holds a clambake on the last Sunday of 
each July at the same place—Pleasure Bay, on Jersey's Shrewsbury river. 





Drama cricks may be merciless when it comes to pros, but they stick 
together when the footlights come their way. Paul Speegle, San Francisco 
Chronicle film editor, trekked to Del Monte, Cal., to do ‘Hildy’ in Blackie 


O'Neal's production of ‘The Front Page.’ 


Chronicle drama ed John Hobart 


went along—to write a two-column review. 
Speegle footlighted before the typewriters got him. 











Strawhats 








produced in 1913 and revived stag- 
ing, costumes and setting will be in 
the period of its original production. 
Pauline Lord has the lead and cast 
wil] include three members of the 
cast of ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ 
which closed in New York on Sat- 
urday (21). They are Barry Jones, 
Clarence Derwent and Stanley Bell. 
Derwent will play role he created 
when ‘Adventure’ was first produced. 





Bolton Landing Charter 
Lake George, N. Y., June 24. 

Bolton Landing Players, who will 
stage a nine-week season, starting 
July 1 in the Bolton Landing Cen- 
tral School, at’ Bolton Landing on 
Lake George, have received a char- 
ter under that name to produce the- 
atrical entertainments. 

Plays scheduled include ‘Our 
Town,’ ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ ‘The 
Little Foxes,’ ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ ‘What a Life,’ 
and ’Love Rides the Rails’ (old- 
fashioned meller). 





Campbell’s Summer Stock 
Hollywood, June 24. 

Louise Campbell goes east for the 
strawhat season, opening in ‘Private 
Lives’ in Erie, Pa. first week in 
August. 

Another commitment calls for 
three weeks in Skowhegan, Ma, 
breaking in a new play and doing 
a couple of revivalas. 





CHATTER 

Hollywood Summer theatre, Lo- 
bero theatre, Santa Barbara, Cal.— 
John Houseman, c/o David O. Selz- 
nick, Hollywood, or 630 Fifth avenue, 
A Oe, 

Mary Boland in ‘Meet the Wife’ 
will start off the season, June 30, for 
the North Shore Players, Marble- 
head, Mass. Lineup for this straw- 
hat is loaded with guest stars. 

Adrienne Ames will inaugurate the 
season of the new Lakemont Landing 
strawhat theatre, Reno Beach, near 
Toledo, on July 1 in Noel Coward’s 
‘Private Lives,’ to play for a week. 

Bass Rocks Theatre, Gloucester, 
Mass., under direction of Maryin 
Manulis and Henry Levin, open June 
30 with ‘Tovarich,’ co-starring Ramon 
Novarro and Francesca Braggiotti. 
Season will be nine weeks. 

Red Barn strawhatter opened in 
Westboro, Mass., iaste week with 
‘George Washington Slept Here.’ 
B.O. exceeded expectations though 
same production was seen in Worces- 
ter (eight miles away and city on 
which barn depends for most of its 


Continued from page 42 











business) with New York cast the 
week before. 

Elsa Maxwell will be starred in 
‘Our Betters,’ by Somerset Maug- 
ham, at Ogunquit Playhouse, Ogun- 
quit, Me., week of Aug. 25. Hefty 
party-planner is slated to make other 
strawhat appearances this season in 
the New England sector. 


Play Out of Town 
NO TIME FOR COMEDY 














(REVIVAL) 
San Francisco, June 19. 
Comedy in three acts by S. N. Behr- 
man. Presented by Henry Duffy; directed 
by Russell Fillmore. At the Alcazar, San 
Francisco, starting June 19, ‘41; $1.25 top. 
Al TOP REGOR. .occapoecocs Francis Lederer 
LiBGed WESCOTOPRON: oc ceeds estes Rose Hobart 
Clementine. ...:.ccccceceses Marietta Canty 
Philo Smith....ccccccccessss..Faul McVey 
Amanda Smith. .cccccsovecss> Doris Dudley 
PROOTE soc sb cesivescecesoess anenr Caubisens 
Makepeace Lovell....esseeseeees an Tobin 
Henry Duffy’s third pop-price 


roadshow kicked off to an ovation 
which had Francis Lederer making 
curtain speeches to get the folks out 
of the house. This version of ‘No 
Time for Comedy’ goes to Lederer, 
as the temperamental playwright, 
who puts a lot more into the play 
than some of the thin situations given 
him. He was in the Broadway pro- 
duction with Kit Cornell. 

Rose Hobart, as Lederer’s actress- 
wife, has an easy grace and charm 
and delivers her lines with under- 
standing, but still adds up a bit light 
for the part, particularly in solo pas- 
sages, where the entire burden is on 
her shoulders. However, Miss Cor- 
nell has made this part tough for 
anyone else to follow. 

Much promise is revealed in Doris 
Dudley, cast as Amanda. Gal has 
personality and is thoroughly obnox- 
ious in a polite way as the ‘other 
woman.’ Balance of the cast is uni- 
formly smooth, Paul McVey’s phleg- 
matic Philo Smith landing solidly 
and Dan Tobin milking the Make- 
peace part for every chuckle. Mari- 
etta Canty won an ovation for her- 
self as Clementine, the impertinent 
maid. 

Sets, two interiors, are class. 
Duffy is putting as much care into 
these productions as one ordinarily 
expects from a $5.50 show. Direction 
is adequate, although the first act 
dragged opening night. Wern. 





George Fenton, Inc., has been 
chartered by Albany to conduct a 
business in musical shows, with a 
capital stock of $20,000, $100 par 
value. 
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Broadway 


Mack Millar in from the Coast. 

Lew Cantor the grandfather of 
twin girls. 

Gary Cooper is taking it easy at 
Southampton, L, I. 

Marshall (Mickey) Neilan gander- 
ing the legit shows. 

Gabriel Pascal mere to England 
on July 8 for a couple-week stay. 


George Barry, Par attorney, back 
on the job after a case of 

Bernard Sobel now ~~ mer- 
chandizing exploitation for Celanese 
Corp. of America. 


Vincent Sardi, the restaurateur, 
will go to the Coast late this summer, 
his first trip there. 


Trixie Friganza has returned to 
Coast and her play, ‘Grandma’s Boy 
Friend,’ is off until fall. 


R. C. Royer who manages Academy 
of Music, Roanoke, here seeking at- 
tractions for next season. 


Charles Pettijohn, chief counsel 
for the Hays office, back from a 
business trip to the Coast. 


The John Roots (Margaret Mullen) 
visiting the Carl Fishers (Mary 
Mason) at Westport, Conn. 


Harry M. Warner, Jesse L. Lasky 
and Charlie Einfeld are current- 
week arrivals from the Coast. 


Will Yolen back on the Warner 
h.o. publicity staff after spending a 
year at the company’s studio. 


Harry Grayson back from exile in 
Cleveland, will continue as sports 
specialist for Scripps-Howard. 


Bill Phillips has resigned as secre- 
tary of No. 1 Elks club, Moses Alt- 
man being candidate to replace. 

Maurice Livingstone slated to join 
United Artists’ domestic sales staff. 
He’s company’s former French rep. 


Morris Goodman, v.p. over Rep’s 
foreign sales, returned from Puerto 
Rico by plane during the past week. 


Harry Forewood now handling 

ae me for ‘Life With Father,’ 
mpire, Gerald Goode off for the 
summer. 


Bob Hope’s autobiog, “They Have 
Me Covered,’ will be privately pub- 
lished in Chicago as a tieup with his 
radio show. 


Vera Zorina planed for the Coast 
Sunday (22) to go into Par’s ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase,’ legit in which she 
was starred. 


Sam Lefkowitz, New York branch 
manager for Warner Bros., a grand- 
father and one of the youngest in 
the exchange field. 


Jason Bernie, son of Ben, a private 
at Fort Monmouth, N. J., interviewed 
on the post’s radio show over WCAP, 
Asbury Park, last week. 


Jack Cohns (Columbia Pix v.p.) 
attended graduation exercises at 
University of Michigan, where their 
son, Robert, got his A.B. 

Skip Weshner, United Artists ex- 

loitation head, moving his family to 

estchester from Philly, where he 
was a former Warner exec. 


Joe Maharam, head of the theatri- 
cal fabric firm, flew to the Coast 
last week on a six-week tour of the 
company’s western branches. 


The Jack Robbins’ eldest, Buddy, 
to the Coast to summer with the 
Jimmy McHughs. Young Robbins 
is a U. of P. undergraduate. 

Jesse Lasky in N. Y. to attend 
preem of ‘Sergeant York,’ which he 
produced for Warners. Picture starts 
two-a-day run at Astor July 2. 


Henry LaCossett resigned last 
week as assistant eastern story editor 
of 20th-Fox to accept associate 
editorship of American Magazine. 


Olivia deHavilland planed Sunday 
(22) to the Coast after four weeks 
vacation on Cape Cod and several 
days near Nyack, N. Y., with friends. 


Roy Roberts, of the ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ cast, showing the town to 
Evelyn Tainter, his 15-year-old niece 
from Pittsfield, Mass. Her first visit 
to Gotham. 

_Lee Posner has pulled out of Na- 
tionwide Productions, agency which 
he established in partnership with 
Larry Pape, latter to continue op- 
eration thereof. 

Big to-do tonight (Wed.) at Park 
Central roof on occasion of emcee 
Jack Waldron’s 25th year on Broad- 
way. Incidentally it’s his first anni 
at the P. C. hotel. 

John Arthur Block, former drama 
critic of the Daily American Banker, 
N. Y. financial newspaper, has com- 
ee a full-length play titled, ‘I 

wear by Apollo.’ 

Neil Agnew and Bob Gillham left 
Sunday (22) for the Coast to join 
others from the Paramount home 
office for conferences at the studio 
on coming season’s plans. 

Jack Connelly, former Pathe News 
ed, was the principal speaker at the 
Wellesley high school graduation last 
week although admitting he never 
was a shining star in school. 

John W. Bonney, theatrical law- 
yer and whilom producer, leaves 
Friday (27) on the Kungsholm for 

anama, first stop of Latin-American 
tour. He’ll be gone seven weeks. 

Russell Birdwell will open a New 
York public relations office in about 
three weeks, and concentrate on lin- 
ing up Broadway names, as well as 
industrial and commercial accounts. 

S. M. Rosentool, managing director 
of European Films Co. of England, 
has arrived last week aboard a 





neumonia. f[ 





freighter on business. Will spend 


several weeks here before proceed- 
to Coast. 

ol. Frederick Herron, Hays office 
foreign chief now on leave serving 
as head of the army film service, has 
been in such ill health, his friends 
report, that he may soon ask for a 
transfer to more active duty. 

Siggy Lane, _ singer-entertainer 
who played the Par, N. Y., and other 
dates, has been signed as public 
relations and personal host for 
Adolph Zukor’s new golf clubhouse, 
dining terrace and cocktail bar at 
his New City estate. Starts July 4. 


© 
Chicago 
Herb Ellisburg out of the oxygen 


ent. 

Bo Herbert in Hines hosp for a 
checkup. 

Nicki Campbell in for 0.0. of local 
music situash. . 

Phil Tyrrell up and around after a 
slight operation. 

idney Stern laid up with a frac- 
tured knee cap. 

Hal Pereira getting congrats on his 
architecturing of the Rhumba Ca- 
ino, 

J. J. Rubens has given some of 
his farm property to the Chicago 
Boys Club. 

There’s talk of a public subscrip- 
tion to raise coin to save the Audi- 
torium from demolition. 

Al Fuller back on the press agent’s 
job at the Palmer House after a few 
weeks in a Boston hospital. 

Elliott Kalcheim opening his own 
law office after several years of asso- 
ciation with brother Henry. 

Tito Guizar at Rumba Casino op- 
tioned for four more weeks on top 
of his original month’s booking. 

N. S. Barger has optioned land for 
southside Drive-In after click of 
northside open-air flicker joint. 

Show Folks tossing an open house 
party at the Sherman hotel this 
week to raise coin for its proposed 
midwest home for performers. 

Fritz Blocki once more permitted 
to use his voice after being put cn a 
silence diet by his doc for two weeks 
because of damaged vocal chords. 

Reynolds & Donegan skating act 
known as the Pyramid Skating Girls 
open for Barnes & Carruthers Fair 
booking office on July 4 in Waterloo. 

Kevin McCarthy and Augusta Dab- 
ney getting married. McCarthy is 
here with ‘Accent in Youth.’ Both 
were previously in town with ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 














Robert T. Convey, prez of KWK. 
aes head of the Missouri Golf 
ssn. 


Miss Elsie Callahan elected prez 
~ Better Films Council at East St. 
uis. 


Ivan Huff is spending $20,000 to 
facelift St. Louis county building for 
a nitery. 

Vivian Chandler, 22, and Michael 
J. Leahy, Jr., both warblers in the 
Municipal Theatre Assn, chorus, wed 
last week. 

King Kosure, manager of the Park 
Plaza hotel, has recovered from a 
sprained ankle suffered at the Ken- 
tucky Derby. 

Fathers over 65 were admitted 
gratis to nabes owned by Fred Weh- 
renberg and Clarence Kaimann on 
Father’s Day. 

Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., have 
lined up 673 season seat subscribers 
for 1941-42 legit season at the Amer- 
ican theatre? Goal is 2,000. 

Puppeteers of America are holding 
sixth annual convention here. More 
than 300 exponents of the inanimate 
performers are in attendance. 

Elmer Vincent, advertising and 
publicity manager of the Casa Loma 
ballroom, shuttered for the summer, 
employed at a war defense plant 
during the off season. 

Stanley Diamond, 13, localite, one 
of 16 boys selected from 450 candi- 
dates for role of pages in ‘Adven- 
tures in Washington’ show at the 
Ambassador last week. 

Former Mayor Henry W. Kiel, 
prez of the Municipal Theatre Assn., 


sponsor of al fresco entertainment in | 
the Forest Park theatre, seriously ill | 


in a local hospital. Kiel is 71. 

Fifty cuffo ducats to each per- 
formance of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn’s Forest Park alfresco play- 
house are being dished out to 
draftees in nearby training camps. 

Laszlo Halasz, artistic director of 
the St. Louis Grand Opera Assn., has 
inked a pact for two more years. A 
fall season of three productions, in- 
cluding an English opera, is planned. 

More than 30,000 underprivileged 
kiddies and adults from 125 welfare 
organizations will be cuffo guests of 
the Municipal Theatre Assn. during 
the current al fresco season at Forest 
Park playhouse. 

St. Louis Firemen’s Pension Fund 
members have asked Mayor William 
Dee Becker permission to stage their 
own rodeo to enrich their funds. 
They do not wish to split the revenue 
with other organizations. 

For the first time since the St. Louis 
Grand Opera Assn. was organized in 
1938, six women have been added to 
its board of directors. They are 
Mesdames Eric Bernays, Henry Bry, 
Julius S. Bates, Edgard Rombauer, 
C. Edward Hermann and Thomas 
Sayman. 





London 


Regal Cinema closed temporarily 
for blitz repairs. 

Rudolph de Cordova, actor-author, 
left around $16,000. 


Mat. McKiegue in Liverpool hos- 
pital with broken blood vessel. 


Joe Collison (Collison and Grade) 
an ulcer victim, and in hospital. 


Stanelli, vaude and radio comic, 
laid up with knee injuries sustained 
in a car smash. 


Charles Austin is lining up vaude- 
ville unit, with Tony Gerrard, talent 
spotter, as compere. 

Arthur Garrett, for many years 
business manager for Julia Neilson 
and Fred Terry, left $90,000. 


Connie Hungate, former showgal 
with Music Corp. of America, has 
her first acting role in the new Gate 
revue. 

Sam Smith, chief of British Lion, 
re-elected prexy of Kinematograph 
Reuters Society. He’s already done 
a year’s term. 

Gaumont- British is considering 
adding vaudeville to their reopened 
New Victoria, which is not respond- 
ing under sole films policy. 

Francis A. Francis, millionaire 
husband of Sunny Jarmann, is in the 
Royal Air Force. His ambition is to 
become an Atlantic ferry pilot. 

Paul Stein directing the latest 
‘Saint’ picture for RKO, which Bill 
Sistrom is producing, with name role 
again enacted by Hugh Sinclair. 

With the blitzing of the Queen’s 
Hall, Sir Henry Wood’s musical home 
for 47 years, he plans to stage the 
summer season of ‘Prom’ concerts at 
Albert Hall. 

Gaumont-British has closed the 
New Gallery, in Regent Street, as 
house no longer’ gets’ transient 
clientele unless it shows exceptional 
film. Will reopen in July with Dis- 
ney’s ‘Fantasia’ for run. 

A report going around here would 
indicate trade union groups are 
mulling a takeover of Sunday stage 
entertainment. Move would see them 
leasing a West End theatre for the 
presentation of plays on the Sabbath. 

Margery Weiner, in charge of 
Music Corp. of America’s office in 
London, has been elected chairman 
of entertainment committee of the 
American Eagle Club, where Mrs. 
Warren Pearl is giving special July 
4 dance. 

The Sassoon family is backing 
Two-Cities Films’ next picture for 
Columbia release. It’s a story on 
Fleet Street, being made at Denham 
and starring Richard Greene and 
Valerie Hobson, with Harold French 
megging. 

World’s Jewish Congress, which 
has sent 100 binoculars to the British 
Government, with promise of 900 
more, has appointed Louis Marx, 
who instigated the idea, to appeal to 
moving picture industry of America 
for support. 

Esther McCracken, whose stage 
play ‘Quiet Wedding’ was se success- 
fully filmed recently, has written a 
sequel, ‘Week End Cottage’ which 
hopes to bow in at the West End. 
Marjorie Fielding and Glynnis Johns, 
of the original cast, will appear. 

John Sutro will be associated with 
next Leslie Howard picture, which 
will have British navy background, 
with Charles M. Woolf, Oscar 
Deutsch and Arthur Rank angeling. 
Picture goes into production as soon 
as Howard finishes the life of 
Mitchell, the Spitfire inventor. 

By a Government pronouncement, 
the Entertainments National Service 
Assn. is being recognized as sole 
source of professional entertainment 
to military services and industrial 
workers. Agreement sees the set- 
ting up of a National Service Enter- 
tainments Board, with Basil Dean as 
director. 








Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 





Warner theatre, 4,500-seater on 
boardwalk, to open Friday (27) for 
season, 

Bath and Turf Club, swank nitery, 


reopens July 2, with Bill Sidner 
manager. 

Mark Wilson, of Philly, returns 
here as publicity director for Ha- 


mid’s Pier. 

Harry Volk back on job as pub- 
licity and advertising director of 
Steel Pier events. 

Club Harlem opened Friday (20) 
with new revue. Sam Singer is 
manager and Larry Steel is emcee. 

Carol Dennison returned to Ba- 
bette’s nitery. Milton Huber’s and 
Di Salvo’s bands play for dancing. 

George Hunter, formerly of WFPG, 
Steel Pier station, is now Wayne 
Maley, of WBAB, Press-Union sta- 
tion. 

Sally Sloane, publicity director of 
Royal Palm Club in Miami, for seven 
years, here as p.a. for Malamut’s 
Ritz-Carlton hotel. 

Dennis Day tops vaude program at 
Steel Pier for week beginning Sat- 
urday (28). Bob Crosby’s orch plays 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Frank Palumbo, who operates 
Renault Tavern on boardwalk, has 
opened summer garden adjoining 
cocktail lounge for season. 

Nate Cohen, manager of New Em- 
bassy Theatre and publicity director 


of Wielland-Lewis chain, back on 
job after severe case of sinus. 
Victor McLaglen heads bill at Ha- 
mid’s Million Dollar Pier for week 
beginning Saturday (28). Ted Black's 
band ends week's stay Friday (27). 
Eddy Morgan’s orch, which has 
played at Ritz-Carlton Merry-Go- 
Round Room for several weeks, ends 
engagement July 1 when it moves to 
Hamid’s Pier ballroom for summer. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 








Charles Blackman’s orch at Unity 
House, Forest Park. 


Vingy Merlow’s band set for sum- 
mer at Camp Tamiment. 

Abbott-Costello’s ‘In the Navy’ 
brought Sherman theatre best busi- 
ness in months. 

Author -scenarist Carl Clausen 
opened Indian relic stand at Dela- 
ware Water Gap. 

George Cook’s band, with Dick 
O’Connor at the Hammond, opening 
- season at the Penn-Stroud ho- 
tel. 

George Hall’s band with Dolly 
Dawn played Dorney Park Saturday 
(21). McFarland Twins’ orch there 
tonight (25). 

Theatres rearranged schedules to 
avoid conflict with mammoth parade 
of Four County Firemen’s Associa- 
tion, conventioning here. 

Earl Mayo and his New York Play- 
ers currently featuring ‘Ghost Train’ 
at Dorney Park Auditorium. George 
Kelly’s ‘The Show Off’ next. 

Herbert Agar, Jan Valtin, Dr. 
Frank Kingdon and Nelson Rocke- 
feller to attend conference of the 
Tamiment Economic and Social In- 
stitute at Camp Tamiment, June 26- 
29. Louis Waldman chairman. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 








John Koenig in from the Coast. 

Elsa Maxwell around for a few 
days. 

Frank Lovejoy has bought a house 
here. 

Bennett Cerf back on the local ten- 
nis courts. 

Mary Mason will summer theatre 
at Newport. 

Colin Keith-Johnston 
the Justin Sturms. 

Ringling Brothers at Bridgeport 
next Wednesday (3). 

Fania Marinoff and Carl Van 
Vechten visiting here. ‘ 

Lawrence Langner and Armina 
Marshall feted the press. | é 

William Gaxton summering at his 
place in North Stamford. 

Walter Alford handling North 
Shore Players at Marblehead, Mass. 

Jack Wilson planed out to Wiscon- 
sin over the weekend to see the 
Lunts. 

Boris Sokoloff motoring to the 
Coast with his father, Nikolai Soko- 
loff, the conductor. : 

Sophie Treadwell revising some of 
‘Hope for a Harvest,’ which is on the 
Theatre Guild’s fall schedule. 

Tallulah Bankhead and ‘Her Card- 
board Lover’ open llth season of 
Country Playhouse Monday (30). 

Circus fans applauded return of 
Elizabeth Hanneford, widow of 
Ernie Clark, at Russell Brothers 
stand at South Norwalk (24), 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


in to visit 








Gabriel Villada, Cuban distribu- 
tor, bought two new Mexican pix 
here. 

_Jorge de la Vega, Havana booker. 
here to place several Cuban per- 
formers. 


Hollywood 


Louis K. Sidney on a Canadian 
vacation. 

Garson Kanin joins the Army to<« 
day (Wed.). 

W. C. Fields boiling out at Soboba 
Hot Springs. 

Laird Cregar recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Gregg Toland’s canyon home de- 
stroyed by fire. 

Fred MacMurray on six-week va- 
cation in Wisconsin. 

Nancy Kelly seeking divorce from 
husband, Edmond O’Brien. 

Bill Woolfenden merged his agency 
with John McCormick, Inc. 

Graham Baker back on his pro- 
ducer job after 10-day illness. 

Billy Gilbert east on a six-week 
stage tour opening in Chicago. 

Richard Quine arrived from 
Broadway for a film role at Metro. 

Irvin Stalmaster was named direc- 
oe of Labor Relations Consultants, 
nc. 

Doris Davenport, film player, filed 
divorce suit against Garland V. 
Weaver. 

Ben Piazza is chairman of the 
RKO division for the United China 
Relief drive. 

Actor Warren Hymer drew a 60- 
day jail sentence, following a rough- 
house party. 

Harry Warren, song writer, is back 
in the hospital, suffering a relapse 
after pneumonia. 

Jack Otterson, Universal art di- 
rector, putting on a one-man exhi- 
bition of paintings. _ 

Johnny Downs, film player, and 
June Ellen Draper, singer, took out 
a marriage license. 

Charles Wuerz, after several years 
in the east, is looking over the situ- 
ation in Hollywood. 

Charlie Williams left for St. Louis 
to play comie roles in four musicals 
for the Municipal Opera. 

Steve Broidy, general sales man- 
ager for Monogram, hopped off for 
a tour of national exchanges. 

Ted Pierce resumed his job as 
story head for Leon Schlesinger car- 
toons after a year in Florida. 

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, N. Y. 
clergyman, in town as technical ad- 
visor on ‘One Foot in Heaven.’ 

Eddie Silton is pulling out of the 
Rebecca-Silton agency and hooking 
up as an associate with Walter Kane, 

Eva Puck, of the old Broadway 
musical shows, makes her debut on 
the screen with Leon Errol at RKO. 

Norman Rivkin, publicity writer 
on leave from Camp Haan, was oper- 
_ on for acute attack of appendi- 
citis, ; 

Judy Canova’s sudden wedding in 
Honolulu caused Republic to regis- 
ter the title, ‘The Corporal Takes a 
Wife.’ 

Steve L. Vandeveer is in town 
from New York to discuss cartoon 
production with George Pal at Para- 
mount. 

M. H. Hoffman, president of 
Liberty National pictures, placed 
Fred Windemere, former director, in 
charge of the Hollywood offices. 

Carlton Miles handling advance 
publicity for the Coast tour of ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ meanwhile trying to in- 
terest film studios in a few of his 
scripts. 

Frank Seltzer joined Jesse L. 
Lasky as executive aide, while Cliff 
Lewis succeeded him on the public 
relations staff of the Producers As- 
sociation. 

Duke Clark named a committee of 
four, consisting of John LeRoy 
Johnston, Charles Buckley, Bob 
Poole and Earle Collins, to select 
charter members for the Variety 
Clubs of Southern California. 








Havana 


The Syndicated Union of Cuban 





Chano Urueta signed by FICSA 
to meg a series of pix at the | 
CLASA studios here. 

Cantinflas, tramp comic, made 
chairman of the Theatrical Federa- 
tion’s sports committee. 

Fanny Schiller, dramatic actress 
back from a tour of South America 
with the Eugenia Zufioli Co. 

Laryngitis preventing Ramon Ar-! 
mengod from filling his contracts | 
with local radio station XEW until | 
July. 

Roy Carter, local English organ- | 
ist and orch leader, giving accordion | 
concerts half hour twice weekly 
over radio station XEB here on pro- 
grams sponsored by the newspaper 
El Universal. 

Yolanda, who as ‘Mina Mina’ was 
a sensation at local radio station 
XEW after being crowned ‘Queen 
of Beauty’ at Tampico, is now a 
steno for Petroleos Mexicanos, the 
government's oil company. 

All exhibitors are nixing the Ger- 
man pic, ‘Aurora or Submarine 
Warfare,’ which the censors passed 
figuring that the public protests 
would be too much for them. This 
UFA pic was made in 1938 and, ac- 
cording to its publicity, had the co- 
operation of the British Navy. 

Maria Teresa Montoya, dramatic 
actress, is so strong for astrology 
that she took the word of a Los An- 
geles seer that her second name 
must be spelled with a ‘z’ instead 
of the usual ‘s’ to break a biz jinx 
Odd, but La Montoya got a big 
break—a juicy civic subsidy—when 
she returned here as ‘Tereza’ in- 
stead of ‘Teresa.’ She is doing very 











well here currently. 


Bands held its inaugural banquet. 

On July 5-6 a Night Festival at 
Puentes Grandes will offer 55 or- 
chestras. 

Alberto Gomez, Argentine bari- 
tone, signed by La Competidora 
Gaditana to appear on the Competi- 
dora Network every night at 9:30. 

Charles Dickens’ ‘The Abyss’ will 
be aired as RHC blue network con- 
tinues its program of teaching the 
Latins English literature in Spanish. 

On June 26, ‘Noche de Estrellas’ 
(Night of Stars’) will go on at the 
Auditorium. Radio notables from 
every Havana station will take part. 

CMQ is presenting a program in 
Spanish called ‘Analyzing the War,’ 
modeled after the U. S. commenta- 
tors. Program, edited by Juan Luis 
Martin, is on every 10 p.m. 

Trinidad y Hermanos,’ cigar 
makers, have inaugurated a program 
over RHC. They are offering prizes 
ranging from $75 to $150 for manu- 
scripts. Winners will be presented 
over RHC by Margot Alvarino. 

Eddie O’Connor, Metro’s repre- 
sentative in Cuba, feted by members 
of the exhibitors association, local 
press and others connected with the 
industry. British Minister Sir 
George Ogilvie-Forbes attended the 
noon banquet. 

Malena de Toldea, Brazilian singer, 
was supposed to be in Havana until 
she was . eard from a Panama sta- 
tion. Now no one knows whether 
she’ll appear over Cuban mikes or 
not. Luisita Busquet, another Bra- 
zilian singer, was called to fill the 
vacancy that Senorita de Toldea left, 
and was immediately signed by the 
Montmartre nitery. 
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Wednesday, June 25, 1941 








FREDERICK H. PONTY 

Frederick H. Ponty, 67, retired film 
exhibitor and amusement park 
operator, died of a heart attack June 
19 at his home in Rye, N. Y. Prior 
to becoming a theatre operator in 
1900, he had managed several travel- 
ing minstrel shows. 

The Arcade theatre, Rye Beach 
Amusement Park’s first film and 
vaude house, was opened by Ponty 
shortly after the turn of the century. 
Thereafter, in association with 
Joseph Haight, he operated Paradise 
Park, near Rye Beach Park. When 
the Westchester County Park Com- 
mission developed Playland in 1927, 
the resort was condemned as a site 
for the project. Ponty and Haight 
received about $672,000 in 1929 for 
the land and equipment under terms 
approved by a White Plains, mm. Sa 
supreme court justice. Until his re- 
tirement about 10 years ago, Ponty 
had operated Woodcliffe Amusement 
Park a few miles north of Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. 

He leaves a sister, Sophie Ponty of 
Rye, the nearest kin. 





VERLING D. (BUDDY) WELKER 

Verling D. (Buddy) Welker, 43, 
prominent for years in theatre work 
in San Antonio, Texas, died sud- 
denly after suffering a stroke while 
playing golf last week. At the time 
of his death, Welker was manager 
of the Empire theatre, San An- 
tonio. He had been associated with 
theatres in San Antonio since 1921, 
when he joined the staff of the old 
Majestic theatre. Welker subse- 
quently became treasurer and later 
assistant manager of the present 
Majestic, was transferred to the 
Uptown as manager and became 
manager of the Empire in 1938. Was 
one of the oldest Interstate em- 
ployees in years of service. 

At time of his death he was play- 
ing in a twosome with Jack Silver- 
thorne, manager of the Prince thea- 
tre. 

Survived by widow and sister. 





NORAH LEE 

Mrs. Norah Lee Barstow, 42, who 
wrote music under the name of 
Norah Lee and long was a member 
of ASCAP, died June 17 at her home 
near Norfolk, Conn., after a linger- 
ing illness. 

Mrs. Barstow contributed part of 
the score for ‘A Woman of Paris,’ 
directed by Charlie Chaplin in 
1923. She also was noted as the 
composer of ‘The Rainbow Division 
March,’ official march of the AEF’s 
Rainbow Division in the World War. 
Among her other compositions are 
‘Pickaninny’s Pigtail,’ ‘Woodthrush.’ 
‘At the End of a Lane’ and ‘I’ll Get 
You Some Day,’ 

She leaves her husband, Dr. 
Richard Barstow, and a sister, Mrs. 
Clifford O. Hogland, of Chicago. 





SETH CLARK 

Seth Clark, 77, dean of western 
New York musicians, who taught 
Rose Bampton, Met soprano, died 
June 19 in Buffalo. He had been ill 
two years. Private funeral services 
were held the following day. 

Clark, besides individual voice 
work, was an organist, composer 
and conductor who led most large 
Buffalo choruses, including the 
Guido Chorus which he formed in 
1904 and directed until his retire- 
ment by illness two years ago. He 
was known for his piano and organ 
compositions. Chief among these 
were a musical setting for Steven- 
son’s ‘Requiem’ and choral arrange- 
ment of Kipling’s ‘Recessional.’ 

Surviving are his widow and two 
daughters. 





PHILIP M. PLANT 

Philip M. Plant, 39, former hus- 
band of film actress Constance Ben- 
nett, died of a heart attack June 18 
at the Polyclinic hospital, New York. 
A sportsman and big game hunter, 
Plant was once well known to the 
Broadway fraternity, but since 1934 
had led a more or less sheltered life 
at his Connecticut estate, raising 
poultry and rare fowls. 

Divorced by Miss Bennett in 1928, 
Plant was reported to have settled 
$1,000,000 on her. His second mate 
was Edna Dunham, sportswoman. 
This marriage resulted in divorce in 
1938. He married Marjorie King, 
who survives, shortly afterwards. 

Plant’s mother, Mrs. William Hay- 
ward, also survives. Funeral serv- 
ices were held in New York Satur- 
day (20 and burial took place in New 
London, Conn., Monday (23). 





JOSEPH R. KAUFFMAN 
Joseph R. Kauffman, 41, branch 
manager of Universal Film Exchange 
in Cleveland, died June 13 at his 


OBITUARIES 


home in University Heights, O., after 
an illness of seven months. 





Coming to America from Russia 
when he was 12, Kauffman entered 
the film business as a salesman for | 
Universal at the Pittsburgh branch, | 
selling for eight years until being 
appointed its manager. While hold- 
ing those positions in the Smoky 
City he won sales awards. Two 
years ago he was transferred to 
Cleveland. 

Survived by widow, Anna V., two 
sisters, two brothers and mother. 





ELLIOTT DEXTER 
Elliott Dexter, 71, retired vaude 
performer who had also acted in 
many silent pictures, died June 23 at 
the Brunswick Home, Amityville, 
L. I., where he had been ill for sev- 
eral weeks. Previously he had been 
a guest at the Percy Williams Home, 
East Islip, L. I. 
Dexter, whose first wife was 
Marie Doro, noted stage comedienne, 
appeared in Cecil B. de Mille’s silent 
version of ‘The Squawman.’ He also 
had roles in ‘Capital Punishment’ 
and ‘The Fast Set.’ 
A member of the Lambs, Dexter 
was divorced from Miss Doro and a 
subsequent marriage to Nina Chis- 
holm Untermyer ended the same 
way. She was the former wife of 
Alvin Untermyer, son of the late at- 
torney, Samuel Untermyer. 





CARL G. MILLIGAN 
Carl G. Milligan former Pantages 
vaude booker who retired from the 
amusement business about a decade 
ago, died June 17 in Fort Lauder- 
dale, Fla., where he had been liv- 
ing for several years. 
Milligan, associated with the Pan- 
tages circuit in the western states 
and Canada, was also a buyer of acts 
in the Pantages New York office. 
He also conducted a literary agency 
in New York some years ago. From 
1930 to 1938 he was engaged in the 
newspaper and publishing business 
at his home in Bradford, Pa. 





JOE DAN MILLER 

Joe Dan Miller, 84, boss porter for 
the Ringling circus, died June 20 in 
Sarasota, Fla., after a short illness. 
He had been a circus employee for 
more than 50 years. 

Some 20 years ago Miller pur- 
chased an ornate bronze casket at a 
Jackson, Tenn., funeral home, and it 
was assumed that services and burial 
would take place at that establish- 
ment. He was noted for his annual 
pilgrimages to the mortuary chapel 
where it was said he often took off 
his shoes and tried out the coffin for 
size. 





JACK UNERTL 

John T. (Jack) Unertl, 39, child 
legit star of three decades ago, play- 
ing in stock company productions 
from coast to coast in ‘Little Lord 
Fauntleroy’ and ‘The Littlest Rebel,’ 
died June 15 at his home in Mil- 
waukee, where in recent years he 
had practiced law. 

He was a brother of Peggy Unertl, 
one time Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ beaut, 
who married Pete Michon (Michon 
Bros., vaude), now operating a live- 
stock farm in Racine county. 





DONALD W. BARTLETT 


Donald W. Bartlett, 55, former 
script writer and editor for Para- 
mount, Warners and Universal, died 
June 20 in Bellevue hospital, New 
York, after a long illness. Since 1938 
he had suffered from heart disease. 

A former newspaperman, Bartlett 
had been connected with papers in 
New York and Washington and in 
recent years was associated with 
Electrical Research Products, Inc. 

He leaves his widow, Edna, and 
three sisters. 





CORPORAL DOUGLAS E. CRAIG 
Corporal Douglas Earl Craig, 24, 
of Saskatoon, Sask., together with 
five other Royal Canadian Air Force 
men, was killed when their plane 
crashed near Sable Island, off the 
Nova Scotia coast. He was formerly 
with CFQC, Saskatoon. : 
Survived by parents and a brother 
at Saskatoon and a sister at Van- 
couver. Burial was in Saskatoon. 





ROY E. BLEDSOE 
Roy E. Bledsoe, 50, one of the own- 
ers of the Bledsoe’s Beach dance 
pavilion and resort at Lake James, 
near Angola, Ind., died June 15 of 
heart trouble. 





EDWARD RENTON 
Edward Renton, 66, associated with 
the Comerford circuit as a theatre 
operator for the past 10 years, died 
June 20 in Waverly, N. Y. 

Onetime showboat manager on the 





Erie Canal, Renton had been a field 
exploitation man with the Keith cir- 
cuit for some 20 years before joining 
Comerford. 


FRANK E. KELLS 
Frank E. Kells, 56, teacher of voice, 
who was credited with having in- 
structed such screen and radio per- 


'formers as Don Ameche and band- 
| leader Kay Kyser, died June 17 at 


his home in Aurora, IIL, after a six- 
week illness. 

A native of New York, Kells leaves 
his widow and a son. 





JOHN P. JENNINGS 

John P. Jennings, 51, former busi- 
ness manager of the IATSE in West- 
chester County, N. Y., died in Grass- 
lands hospital, Eastview, N. Y., June 
18. 

A resident of Peekskill, N. Y., 
Jennings leaves his widow, a son and 
three daughters. 





Mrs. Lauro Lorimer Hay-Chap- 
man, 80, former concert pianist, died 
June 20 in Los Angeles as result of 
injuries in a motor accident. 





Barnett Cohen, owner of the Wis- 
sahickon theatre, Philadelphia, died 
June 16, in that city. 





William Erratt, 38, Pathe studio 
technician, died June 15 in Los An- 
geles. 





Wallace P. Smith, 50, director of 
the Bronson, Mich., city band, died 
June 18 in that city. 





New Hope’s Street Fair 





Philadelphia, June 24. 

Street fair will be promoted Friday 
and Saturday (27-28) by the sum- 
mer colony at suburban New Hope, 
art and theatre center. Everybody 
pitching in to make an attractive 
midway replete with fortune tellers, 
pitch games and side shows. 

Highlight will be outdoor dancing 
to the music of the South Street 
Syncopators, unique Negro instru- 
mental trio of sidewalk swingsters 
discovered by Fred Ramsy, Jr., 
piping for pennies on South Street 
here, heart of the town’s Harlem. 
Ramsy, a New Hope resident, is a 
Swing authority and co-author of 
‘Jazz Men,’ swing encyclopedia. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Jansen, daughter, 
June 10 in Tacoma, Wash. Father is 
general manager of Tacoma Broad- 
casters, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Turberg, daugh- 
ter, in Hamilton, O., June i3. Father 
is manager of Northio Paramount, 
Hamilton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Enric Madriguera, 
daughter, in Port Clinton, O., June 
15. Father is the orch leader: 
mother’s Patricia Gilmore, the lead- 
er’s former vocalist, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kerr, daugh- 
ter, June 20, in Hollywood. Father 
is a writer on the Lux radio pro- 
gram. 
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Coasting in Last 3 Rds. 
Would Have Given Crown 
To Conn, Writers Agree 


By JACK PULASKI 


As Jim Dawson of the New York 
Times so aptly put it, Billy Conn 
of Pittsburgh was within two 
rounds of what appeared a victory 
over Joe Louis in their thriller for 
the world’s heavyweight boxing 
championship at the Polo Grounds, 
N. Y., last Wednesday (18). He 
went on to say that after Louis con- 
nected with the right smash that 
started Billy’s descent to the canvas 
late in the 13th round, ‘A few sec- 
onds before he was on the high road 
to fame and fortune.’ 

Dan Parker, one of the few writ- 
ers who thought Billy would win, in 
the Mirror said that Conn ‘was too 
game for his own good, threw away 
$1,000,000 by going all-out in the 
13th round’—the session that Mike 
Jacobs, the fight promoter, predicted 
would be the finale. To Ed Van 
Every of the Sun, Billy said: ‘I tried 
for a knockout instead of being satis- 
fied to win, and I blew my big 
chance . .. they begged me not to 
get too cocky back in my corner ...I 
guess I’ve got a bit too much Irish in 
me and I gambled. Well, I went 
down fighting.’ 

It was the consensus of opinion 
among fight writers that Conn could 
have coasted the last three rounds 
and copped the title, but that he 
made the mistake of trading punches 
with Louis. Including the 12th round, 
Jimmy Powers in the News counted 
six rounds for Conn, four for Louis 
and two even. Murray Lewin in the 
Mirror called it six for Conn, five 
for Louis and one even. Nearly 
every sports writer predicted that 
Conn would be knocked out but they 
figured it would come much earlier. 
A ton of coin passed hands when 
Billy came up for the sixth, yet the 
Jaffee brothers of Pittsburgh, who 
have a piece of Conn, layed as high 
as 5-1 that their boy would turn the 
trick and those showmen don’t 
wager hay either. Stanley Woodward 
(Herald Trib) was a dissenter, think- 
ing Louis was out in front all the 
way except the 12th. 

Louis Knew He Was Beaten 


Louis knew he was being beaten 
until that right hand started to con- 
nect, and so did the people in his 
corner. It was explained later that 
Joe was stale and therefore sluggish. 
He had refused to follow the advice 
of trainer Jack Blackburn and in- 
sisted on boxing too many rounds 
daily right up to two days before the 
match. 

At the end of the 12th round, when 
Conn had buffeted Louis around 








plenty and made him dizzy with left 
hooks to the chin, the gamblers were | 
betting 4-1 on Billy. That was just | 
the reverse of the odds when the 
fight started. The 12th was a sizzler 
for the fans, amazed that a sup- 
posedly light puncher as Conn could 
mess up Louis. One hook cut Joe’s 
right ear. According to Caswell 
Adams (Herald Trib), Louis, with 
a sense of humor, climbed down the 
steps after it was over and when he 
spied John Roxbury, one of his man- 
agers, he asked: ‘How many cigars 
did you swallow?’ 

John Kieran in the Timés: ‘The 
glory in the fight could be split down 
the middle. Louig kept his title. 
Conn gained tremendously in pres- 
tige. In the outpouring of merited 
tribute to the game bird from Pitts- 
burgh, it should not be overlooked 
that J. ‘Shufflin’ Louis was magnifi- 
cent, too. From the brink of disaster 
he pounded his way to victory. ... 
A great fighter. A clean fighter. A 
sportsman’, 

Joe Williams, in the World-Tele- 
gram, said: ‘Young William David 
Conn is a marvel in several respects. 
For one thing he’s the only fighter 
who ever won and lost the heavy- 
weight championship the same night 

. to the thrilling surprise of a 
crowd that almost overflowed Polo 
Grounds the 174-pound Irisher, who 
has the face of an angel and the 
fighting heart of a devil actually had 
the great Joe Louis whipped going 
into the 13th round.’ Champ was 
25% pounds heavier than the amaz- 
ing contender. 

Talk immediately started on re- 
matching the men in the fall, each 
to rest up until training starts for 
that encounter. Late last week, how- 
ever, Jacobs announced that in Sep- 
tember Louis would meet Lou Nova, 
who was figured as the next logical 
opponent granted that Louis kept the 
title. He is the only heavy with 
something on the ball whom Joe has 
not licked, and despite the fact that 
Tony Galento stopped him two years 
ago, Nova has greatly improved, as 
shown when he stopped Max Baer 





last winter at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Gate exceeded boxoffice pre- 
dictions, gross being $451,776, at $25 
top, but that included taxes, which, 
when deducted, placed the real take 
at $386,041. Champ’s share was more 
than $140,000, while Conn took down 
$70,000. Jacobs claimed he wouldn't 
make much, but actually he added 
much to his heavy bankroll, and the 
motion pictures that he controls on 
the fight should clean up. 





FAIRGROUNDS TO CANADA 
Edmonton, Alta. June 24. 
Edmonton fair grounds have been 
formally transferred to the Do- 
minion government for the duration 
of the war and will be used as an 
air force manning depot. 
Summer fair will be held July 14- 
19 and grounds will be turned over 
to the government immediately after. 





MARRIAGES 


Amy Lois Tarr to Alfred Spokes, 
sportscaster of WJTN, Jamestown, N. 
Y., skedded for June 28. 


Rose Just to Harry Kaplowitz, as- 
sistant to Sam E. Morris, Warner 
Bros. exec, June 22 in Mineola, LI. 

Heidi Vosseler to Paul Draper, in 
Rio de Janeiro, June 23. Both are 
dancers, 

Martha Stephenson Kemp to Vic- 
tor Mature, in New York, June 17. 
Bride was widow of Hal Kemp, the 
band leader; he’s the film and legit 
actor. 


Paula Halpern to Harold Gruber, 
in New York, June 15. Bride is on 
Paramount’s h.o. foreign publicity 
staff; he in a non-pro. 


E. Carolyn Caulk to Baron Egon 
Karl von Mauchenheim, in Detroit, 
revealed on June 18. Bride is man- 
ager of Hotel Statler’s Cafe Rouge, 
Detroit; he is a German political 
refugee. 

Beatrice Wolfson to Lou Bernstein, 
June 29 in New York. She is sister 
of Lou Wolfson of William Morris 
agency. 

Anne Ford to Bob Doyle, in Chi- 
cago, June 14. Bride is assistant to 
Columbia web’s educational direc- 
tor in Chicago; he’s WGN, Chi, con- 
tinuity writer. 

Judy Canova to James Ripley, in 
Honolulu, June 14, Bride is the film 
comedienne. 


Eleanor Barry Ryan to Lawrence 
W. Lowman, in Stamford, Conn., 
June 21. Groom is a CBS v.p. 

Marietta D’Alluisio to John 
Hurley, in Jersey City, N. J., June 
28. Bride is secretary of Notis 
Komnenos, Jersey City district 
manager of Skouras’ theatres. 
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campaign of the United States Treas- 
ury to sell U. S. Defense Bonds. But 
taken together, the keyed-up. drive 
in Canada and the tentative cam- 
paign in the States, it is felt that the 
pattern of modern radio-stimulated 
Government financing drives is ap- 
parent. American and Canadian ex- 
perts in fiscal and propaganda mat- 
ters have been frequently conferring 
in recent months, 
One-to-Six for Radio 

Grants by the government ex- 
penses on these radio programs 
totaled $100,000 for the whole of 
Canada as compared with $600,000 
spent in full and half page advertise- 
ments in the 80 dailies and many of 


the 500 weekly newspapers of 
Canada. 
Sponsored and_ sustaining pro- 


grams carried without break or ex- 
ception spot minute announcements 
and there is a possibility that these 
continued reiterations offset their 
purpose to some extent by wearying 
the public. 

Appropriations from the Govern- 
ment radio allotment of $100,000 
across Canada for Montreal do not 
begin to cover value of time on the 
involved stations. But there has been 
complaining, it being felt that it is 
a patriotic duty to support the war 
effort to the limit. It is however 
pointed out that had sufficient money 
been allotted, as was the case of the 
newspapers, there would have been 
better scope to build up name pro- 
grams that should have carried 
greater appeal than speeches by 
Cabinet Ministers and military men. 

As the first big War objective to 
be put before the people of Canada 
there is fair reason for congratula- 
tion on the manner it was handled 
by Canadian radio with valuable 
help from United States sources. It 
will also afford a lot of tips on how 
to handle similar assignments that 
will be coming up as the war con- 
tinues. 
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Berlin's Show 








to most of them. He’s equally dis- 
dainful of Nazi red tape, although, 
like other Germans, must suffer in 
silence, Barbette said. 

The amazing thing. about the 
Scala shows now, the American 
performer declared, is that the sky’s 
the limit on expense. The 3,500- 


seat house is doing tremendous 
business and, inasmuch as profits 
after a certain peak, go 100% to the 
government, Duisberg shoots the 
works on production. Each show 
runs two months. Presentations are 
about 2% hours long and are given 
at 2:30 and 5:30 p.m. every day. 
Vaude for the Burghers 


Three days a week, in addition, a 
morning show is given for the 
‘Strength Through Joy’ groups, con- 
sisting mostly of the poorer classes. 
Duisberg is forced by the govern- 
ment to provide a certain number 
of seats at a low price for the ‘S. 
Through J.’ and has compromised by 
putting on the a.m. performances to 
avoid interfering with his regular 
audiences. 

Barbette staged the Scala show for 
March and April. It was tabbed 
‘Circus Revue’ and had 140 per- 
formers. Previous presentation, in 
which he staged two numbers, was 
‘Crazy Show.’ Both consisted en- 
tirely of minor acts, best known per- 
former being comedian Carl Knapp. 

‘Strength Through Joy’ (‘Kraft 
durch Freude’) movement, §inci- 
dentally, has provided work for hun- 
dreds of vaudeville people who pre- 
viously at best got an occasional 
booking in the sticks, Barbette said. 
‘Strength’ organizations sends out 
scores of vaude troops on what it 
calls ‘Wehrmacht Tournees’ (Home 
Defense Tours) through Germany 
and the occupied territories. These 
are designed primarily to entertain 
Reich troops guarding the various 
areas, but civilians may attend. 
However, Barbette declared, re- 
gardless of the atrocious quality of 
the entertainment, not a self-respect- 
ing national of any of the occupied 
territories would think of going to 
see a German show. Artists on the 
tours, who used to be lucky to get 
30-40 marks a day, are now earning 
60 marks. 

Bootlegging U. S. Jazz 

‘One of the difficulties of pro- 
ducing in Germany,’ Barbette ex- 
plained, ‘is the governnitent’s ban on 
American music. That’s not quite 
the hardship it sounds, though, be- 


cause orchestra leaders are showing | 


themselves extremely clever in giv- 
ing a switch to popular American 
tunes so that the strains of ‘Begin 
the Beguine’ and others are clearly 
audible, yet the Cultural Depart- 
ment’s music experts would have an 
impossible time proving it was 
American music. How the orchestra 
leaders hear the plagiarized Ameri- 
can songs originally is one of those 
minor mysteries with which Ger- 
many abounds. American records 
are still obtainable in Italy and it 
is possible that they hear the tunes 
there.’ 

Another thing which Barbette 
found unexplainable is the way the 
Nazi officials—despite much talk 
about ‘morality’—wink at nudity in 
the shows. Every theatre and nitery, 
he said, has naked performers. 

No Limit on Booze Rations 

Drinking is likewise condoned by 


the authorities and everyone with | 


any money imbibes heavily of 
strange makeshift German distillates. 
One reason for this is that drinking 
relieves the appetite which no one 
can get enough food to alleviate, 


Barbette explained, and the second | 


reason is that no ration card is 
needed for liquor. 

As a result of the widespread 
tippling, nitery business is 
Strong. Proprietors, however, like 
Willy Schaefer at the famed Cabaret 


der Komiker, are having great diffi- | 


culty with their shows because, like 
the theatres, they also had depended 
largely on foreign talent. 

About 15 legiters and two opera 


houses are likewise prospering, al- | 


though state-subsidized. Strangely 
enough, plays of Shakespeare and 
Oscar Wilde are not outlawed and 
during the winter attracted heavy 
patronage. 


State Opera House Blitzed 


One of the opera houses, the Staats 
Opera, has been completely gutted 
by a direct hit by a bomb, Barbette 
declared. Missiles dropped by Brit- 
ish fliers raissed the Scala stage door 
by only seven meters, the Ameri- 
Can vauder asserted, the splinters 


and flying debris killing three chorus | 


girls and a member of the orch. Al- 
though there were long stretches 
without bombings, Barbette said, the 
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Biz Blackout 





eggs were dropped sufficiently often 
to make it very uncomfortable. 

All intelligent Germans are ex- 
tremely unhappy about the Nazi re- 
gime, he declared, but any idea that 
there will be a popular uprising is 
altogether wishful-thinking. Ruth- 
lessness of the Nazis with machine 
guns and the super-espionage (Ges- 
tapo) system never permits anything 
like a revolution to get started. 

‘Only from people I had worked 
with and known for 15 or 18 years 
was I able to get any idea at all 
how they feel about Hitler,’ Barbette 





Goering’s Quiz 





There was much resentment in 
Berlin, Barbette declared, when 
Hermann Goering acquired a 
suburban home which everyone 
knew cost millions of marks. A 
story, therefore, was officially 
instigated in the press stating 
that the house really cost only 
50,000 marks. Next morning 
Goering discovered that some- 
one had painted on his wall: 
‘Hermann, where did you get the 
50,000 marks?’ 

That was removed and Goer- 
ing offered 5,000 marks for the 
culprit who wrote it, Barbette 
said. Whereupon Goering awoke 
the next morning to find painted 
in the same place: ‘Hermann, 
where did you get the 5,000 
marks?’ 














averred. ‘Everyone is frightened to 
death to open his mouth, and with 
good reason. If you should say any- 
thing against the Nazis to q friend 
and he doesn’t report it to authori- 
ties within 24 hours, he is equally 
guilty with you. 
‘Liquidated’ German Showmen 


‘People are constantly being pulled 
out of their homes without explana- 
tion and disappear sometimes for- 
ever. Among them was Otto Stenz- 
ler, the orchestra leader at the Scala, 
and Fred Meyer, former Scala pub- 
licity man, now a producer, both of 
whom were in concentration camps 
for 18 months. Schuch, the manager 
of the Winter Garden, was in prison 
and then released, but was mysteri- 
ously killed on his way home. Next 
day his wife committed suicide.’ 

Although everyone gets enough to 
eat to keep him alive, there’s that 
constant feeling of hunger, Barbette 
said. Ration cards, issued to for- 
eigners every two days, permit only 
500 grams of meat a week, which 
Barbette described as ‘one good pork 
|chop.’ There were no eggs, no milk, 
no coffee and no soap, he said. 


“You can have all the fish you 
| want,” he declared, ‘but, like every- 
i else, that has a catch. You 
| must give the margarine or butter 
{ration on your card to the cook in 
| order to have something to fry the 
| fish in and you very infrequently 
have butter or margarine to spare 
|for such a purpose.’ 

| However, he added, for those with 
; money who know where to go, food 
| bootleggers are prevalent. There 
was a little theatrical grille near the 
stage door of the Scala, he said, 
| which always had a roast or ham on 
|hand and was willing to part with a 
| few slices without punching a ration 
icard. It was definitely not the thing 


| ° 
| to question or even wonder at where 





| the proprietor obtained the food, 
ee said. Even English ciggies 
| (Players) were available from boot- 
| leggers, he declared. 

Nazi Film B.O. Bad 


Business in Berlin’s film theatres, 
he asserted, was not good because 


declared, despite the fact that ad- 
mission was 20 lira as against two 
lira at other houses. ‘Intermezzo’ 
was billed to follow. ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ had been at the Quirinetta 
a few weeks before. On the posters, 
producer Sam Goldwyn’s name was 
covered with strips of white paper. 
Another American pic which did 
tremendous business, Barbette said, 
was Universal’s ‘Baby Sandy,’ al- 
though the name was changed to 
give Mischa Auer all the billing. 
Auer is top comic with Italian film 
audiences, the returned vaude per- 
former declared. 

In the Rome legiters, he said, 
‘Anna Christie,’ ‘Petrified Forest’ and 
‘Our Town,’ particularly the last, at 
the Eliseo theatre, were doing tre- 
mendous business. When he was in 
Barcelona, he stated, ‘Rose Marie’ 
was in its 50th performance and had 
a line a block and one-half long at 
the b.o. Theatre front was decor- 
ated with huge totem poles and had 
fgurines dancing on tom-toms. 

Italy is not half so badly off on the 
matter of food as Germany, Barbette 
said, and the people almost all are 
hoping that England wins the war. 
They figure that the lesser of two 
evils. Once fond of Mussolini, they 
now universally dislike him and show 
complete apathy at all his efforts to 
get them to fight for ‘empire,’ Bar- 
bette declared. 
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own expense to lecture on civilian 
defense matters. They will be heard 
tonight (Wednesday) on the Mutual 
network on the Ed Wolf program, 
‘Danger Is My Business’ (10:15 p.m., 
ESDT). 
Theatrical Fanfare 

The Mechanized Transport Corps, 
organized in 1938 with 50-odd mem- 
bers, now has 3,000 women who 
drive all sorts of motor vehicles un- 
der raid and blackout conditions. 
The kitchens dispense drinks and 
sandwiches and other small services 
to the English public free of charge. 
Teawagons are affectionately known 
in London as ‘Iron Dukes.’ Miss 
Ashford and Mrs. Macleod will be 
handled on their tour with advance 
theatrical-style fanfare, etc. 


Another ‘war show’ now in the 
States is the Nazi Messerschmitt 
fighter plane sent over by England 
which is currently on exhibit at 
Warners’ Hollywood theatre, on 
Broadway, for 25c. A committee in- 
cluding Mesdames Mervyn LeRoy, 
Milton Bren and Ernst Lubitsch is 
responsible for the theatre appear- 
ance sans rental. 














| Camps. Okay 
Continued from page 1 


mount, Chico Marx did three days 
at Fort Sill, Okla., last week and 
Phil Regan did four days at Fort 
Riley, Kansas. 

Fifth of the entertainment-on- 
wheels units tees off teday (Wednes- 
day) at Indiantown Gap, Pa. It’s 
headed by Stubby Kay, m.c., and in- 
cludes Don Cummings, comic; Laura 
Kellogg, soprano; Gloria Grafton, 
swing singer; Seymour and Picture, 
terpers, and Midgie Fellows, co- 
medienne and warbler. Maurice 
Golden is company manager and 
Jerry Livingstone orch leader. 

Although trucks are available for 
two additional units for a total of 
seven, their formation is being held 
up until the Army. can provide dates. 
Troops being called out for field 
maneuvers is causing difficulties in 
bookings. 




















|most of the pictures are so bad. One | 
|of the things that surprised him was | 


a film titled ‘Mutter Liebe’ (‘Mother 
Love’) which 
| Venice as the best picture of the 
year. Its plot, 
down to the last detail almost the 
|same as 20th-Fox’s ‘In Old Chicago,’ 
|which he had seen in America 
| months before. 
Another curious thing was that a 
| friend of his, a film cutter for UFA, 
| was ‘invited’—that’s a command—to 
a special showing of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ to see how good a picture can 
be. Screening was exclusively for 
UFA technical staff. Where the print 
was obtained was another mystery. 
Geldwyn Blacked-Out in Rome 
On the other hand, another Selz- 
nick picture, ‘Rebecca,’ was playing 
at the Quirinetta theatre, Rome, 
when Barbette was there, in May, 
after he left Germany. Crowds were 
so great, he said, that the govern- 
ment had to provide special buses 
from the theatre to get people home. 
| There were queues for blocks, he 





had won a prize in} 


Barbette said, was! 
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and whirls are seemingly endless, 
received good hand and encored with 


another number featuring spins on| 


one toe in lively tempo. Sidney 
Fields, (‘Mr. Guffy’ of Radio) does 
okay with his argumentative ban- 
tering and Walter Dare Wahl’s bal- 
ancing act and burlesk acrobatics 
went over in a big way at this catch- 
ing. 

A laugh getter was when Cantor 
presented Edgar Fairchild, pianist 
and cémposer, also of his radio show. 
After carefully wiping the pianist’s 
eye glasses, placing a cigaret in his 
mouth and lighting it for him, Can- 
tor remarked, ‘The union makes us 
do al] this now.’ 

Alex Bartha’s band played for 
dancing in Marine ballroom. 

Carter. 





Griff Williams, for years standard 
orchestra in Continental Room of the 
Stevens hotel, Chicago, has been 
snapped up by the Palmer House 
for the Chi Empire Room for this 
coming winter season. Williams 
band opens there Sept. 4. 





Airport restaurants Saturday (21) at 
a luncheon commemorating the Insti- 
tution of a four-hour sea-to-dinner 
table service of fresh _ lobsters. 
Flown via the Air Express lanes 
from Maine, the lobsters will be a 
daily feature at both the airport eat- 
eries and Manhattan’s Hotel New 
Yorker. 

The Rev. William MacArthur, fa- 
ther of Charles MacArthur, the play- 


writing newspaperman, flew in from 
Chicago via the United Air Lines, 
celebrating his 80th birthday with 
his first plane ride on Friday (20). 
The clergyman taxied into town to 
pow-wow with his Charlie and Helen 
Hayes, whom he calls daughter-in- 
law. 
Leland Hayward In ’n’ Out 


Friday’s sTWAtoliner from L. A. 
dropped Leland Hayward at La- 
Guardia, but he commuted right back 
to the sunny land of camellias and 
cameras the next night by the same 
type of high-flying machine. 

Norman Bel Geddes TWAed to 
Columbus, Ohio, in the wee hours 
of Saturday (21) and the same day 
saw Moses Smith, director of classi- 
cal artists recordings for Columbia, 
leave by the same line for the Coast 
to cut some platters of Leopold 
Stokowski and the All-American 
Youth Orchestra, Lotte Lehmann, 
Bruno Walter, Rise Stevens and Nel- 
son Eddy. 

The*inbound Dixie Clipper Wed- 
nesday (18) brought James Minifie, 
Schenectady, N. Y., gift to the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune and the Herald Tri- 
bune’s gift to London, back from the 
Battle of Britain. The war corre- 
spondent, who lost his right eye as 
the result of a landmine explosion, 
will be in town for a few months on 
‘sick leave.’ Met by a large delega-~ 
tion of the Fourth Estate’s crown 
princes, headed by Leland Stowe 
(who has covered a few wars him- 
self), Minifie declared ‘the lull in the 
Germans’ blitz on England is due to 
the Crete and Mediterranean actions. 
The Nazis haven’t enough planes to 
strike heavily in both areas at the 


same time.’ (That was pre-Reich vs. 
Russe.— Ed.) 
The Trib’s Floyd Gibbons was 


struck by a piece of glass when, dur- 
ing the April 16-17 blitz, a landmine 
crashed near his fifth floor Savoy 
hotel room, blasting all of the inn’s 
windows. 

The same fly* tub carried Jaro- 
slav Andrlik, the Czech journalist, 
into the land that has no city called 
Munich, on his way to Montreal, 
where he’ll write for a rag printed 
in his native letters. 

The outbound Yankee Clipper, 
headed for Lisbon, Portugal, carried 
along with two ambassadors, a for- 
eign and a colonial minister and sev- 
eral other diplomats, Pan-American 
Airways’ own ambassador of good- 
will, genial praise agent Walter ‘Bob’ 
Neff, out on an inspection tour of 
the news and publicity outlets along 
the PAA line. 

Neff was pulled ’way off first base 
when fun-loving news photographers 
told a group of 100 school children, 
visiting the Marine Terminal, 
‘Bob’ was Hank Lieber, ‘you know, 
the ball player,’ and the kids mobbed 


the space-stealer for an autograph. |} 


It took Neff 20 minutes of tall talk- 
ing to waltz his way out of the ad- 
miring crowd. 

Buddy Rogers in from L. A. 

Mary Pickford’s Buddy Rogers 
pulled in from Los Angeles on an 
American Airline cloud-crasher to 
be greeted by a telegram from his 
First Lady. Another Wednesday (18) 
event was the arrival of airjokester 
Bob Hope and Mrs. Hope, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dave Butler and a host of 
friends from L. A. in on one of the 
several special TWA flights of the 
day to view the Louis-Conn carnage 
at the Madison Square battlefield. 
Jack Dempsey TWAed out jthe next 
day (19) to referee some amateur 
bouts in St. Louis. 

The week also saw a squadron of 
lovelies from the Broadway and 
Park avenue tax lists descend on the 
airport to help collect funds for the 
United Service Organizations drive. 
Headed by Luella Gear, the gals 
garnered beaucoup coin, ranging 
from the five-spoteroo tossed into the 
kettle by the town’s songwriting for- 
mer Mayor James J. Walker to the 
pennies offered by visiting school 
children. 

First ‘war garden’ of the current 
era of might and madness has 
sprouted on the airport under the 
agrarian gaze of N. Y. City Newser 
Gene Haggarty, who has taken over 
an unplanted dirt bed and trans- 
formed it into a flower and vege- 


that | 






table factory. The only thing that 
keeps Mrs. Haggarty’s No. 1 head- 
ache from sowing wheat all over the 
runways is the schedule of 260 daily 
plane flights that would continually 
be mowing his crop. 


| Mrs. Fairbanks 


Continued from page 5 


first quarter. They are ‘Lydia’ 
(Korda), ‘Sundown’ (Wanger), ‘Inter- 
national Lady’ (Small), ‘Major Bar- 
bara’ (Pascal), ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 


(Pressburger), ‘New Wine’ (Sekely) 
and ‘Three Cockeyed Sailors’ (made 
in England by Michael Balcon). 
Roach entries will be ‘Niagara Falls’ 
and ‘Tanks a Million.’ 


Kelly also disclosed to the sales- 
men UA’s deal with Ealing Studios, 
England, by which Balcon will turn 
out three additional pix this season 
for UA release. He made no official 
mention of the Selznick-Capra ne- 
gotiations, as papers have not yet 
been signed. 


Sales huddle was attended by 
staffs of six eastern exchanges, New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, New 
Haven, Buffalo and Boston. Capt. 
James Roosevelt, who had returned 
the previous day from a military 
mission abroad, put in a surprise 
appearance at Monday’s session. He 
gave the men a lengthy off-the-rec- 
ord account of his foreign experi- 
ences. His attendance at the con- 
vention, it was said, however, is not 
to be construed as evidence that he 
will shortly be back in film produc- 
tion, 














$400,000 Fairbanks Deal 


Hollywood, June 24. 

The way was paved toward the 
closing of the deal by which David 
O. Selznick and Frank Capra would 
become producer-owners in United 
Artists when Douglas Fairbanks’ 
widow, the former Lady Sylvia Ash- 
ley. withdrew objections to sale of 
the Fairbanks shares to UA. Isaac 
Pacht, attorney for Mrs. Fairbanks, 
offered in probate court yesterday 
(Monday) to enter a_ stipulation 
withdrawing the objection, where- 
upon Judge Jess Stephens okayed 
the sale at $100 a share of the 4,000 
shares of UA stock held by the Fair- 
banks estate. 

Mrs. Fairbanks had squawked 
about the $400,000 offer as insuffi- 
cient and her counsel, Rosenblatt & 
Jaffe, of New York, were talking 
figures of around $1,000,000 last week. 
There was no indication of what 
brought about the change in mind 
between Friday and Monday. Mrs. 
Fairbanks’ attorneys were expected 
to put up a fight against sale of the 
stock at the $100 a share price. by 
Bank of America, executors of the 
estate. Other Fairbanks beneficiaries 
favored the immediate transfer of 
the stock. 

Selznick and Capra will each get 
a unit in UA to be paid for from 
earnings of the stock, similar to the 
plan by which Alexander Korda got 
his block and is now paying it off. 
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| the Morris Memorial Park hence- 


forth recall an axiom that the show- 
man once uttered in a public ad- 
|dress, ‘I am brother to all man- 
| kind.’ 

| The program opened with an in- 
| vocation by the Rev. Joseph Blais, 
followed by an address by Edwun W. 
Walsemann eulogizing Morris. 


The younger Bill Morris thanked 
| the villagers for honoring his fath- 
ier’s memory, recalling his father's 
many benefactions and his work for 
organizations of all faiths. Attend- 
ing were R. H. Burnside, represent- 
ing George M. Cohan, president of 
the Catholic Actors Guild, and Dave 
Ferguson, representing the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild. A wire from Dr. 
Randolph Ray, representing the 
Episcopal Actors Guild, rounded out 
the show biz clubs. Also attending 
was Dr. Henry Leetsch, acting 
mayor of Saranac Lake. The Hon. 
Brooke Claxton, Montreal, member 
of the Canadian parliament, deliv- 
ered the principal dedicatory ad- 
dress. 

Wires and cables from all over 
the world to William Morris, Jr., 
were read, including one from 8ir 
Harry Lauder, from Strathaven, 
Scotland, who recalled ‘your father 
was my best friend and the good 
he has done will long live after 
him, as contrasted to the evil in 
this world which is fast dving.’ 
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